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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014 AND PROJECTED BUDGET
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ity of Salmon Watereter

INTRODUCTION SUMMARY

Several changes of ownership have been relayed to me by IDWR. Copies of
these changes are included in this report.

Since most changes affect the internal workings of Arrowhead Water
District (AWD) copies are included only with the IDWR and AWD copies
of this report. Water rights designated for use from Jesse Creek downstream
of urrigation diversion 7 - Jesse Creek Lateral Water Users Association
(JCLWA) {fka “Farmer’s Ditch™} are included in all copies of this report,
although these changes will not significantly affect District 75A (the
District).



The irrigation season of 2014 (April 1 through October 31) was a beneficial
one to the District users. A winter snowpack and runoff, combined with
unusual periods of seasonal rain during irrigation, allowed most, if not all,
irrigators to use their full and necessary allotments of water. This fact
simplified the duties of the watermaster throughout the season, but will
result in higher use charges for some irrigators.

Eexceptions occurred early in the season when the Austins (at the very end
of the JCLWA ditch system) requested a maximum delivery of available
high water for irrigation, which necessitated full ditches from the #5 POD
for transit. When irrigators along that ditch delivery system needed to keep
some of their fields dry for agricultural treatments, a potential conflict of
interest arose, but was handled by mutual cooperation.

Essentially, all water users were able to meet their needs throughout the
season and “regulation” was not required. The only “call for water” came
from the City of Salmon (the City) for two brief periods late in the season.
These calls were met with only minor inconvenience caused to AWD which
had to adjust its headgate/diversions to accommodate the City’s needs while
not ultimately having to restrict their own water usage.

This report will therefore reflect fulfilled water rights to a great extent and
should serve as a model for future, non-drought seasons.

In addition, certain situations in dispute were settled in an amicable manner.
e.g. Mr Paul Sommerfeld has applied for a water right that will enable him
to utilize water with what will be a junior right, only when excess water is
available to him for his domestic irrigation needs.

Certain situations remain unresolved although much progress has occurred
in their solutions. For example, new measuring devices have been, and are
continuing to be, installed along the Farmer’s Ditch so that water may be
more accurately measured and fairly distributed. At # 9 POD, a replacement
splitter and measuring weir have been installed to prevent duplication of past
consequences that occurred during high water. This should allow properly
measured flows to be delivered to the users of that diversion in 2015.

The City has been advised that some improvement is needed at their #4 POD
for avermate measnremens ineluding an easily read gage, increased efforts at
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keeping the POD debris-free, and a tightly sealed overflow gate. Again this
will result in more accurate measurement of flow through that diversion
Generally, ditch maintenance should be cooperatively improved throughout
the District and improved access to AWD’s diversions would be greatly
appreciated by the watermaster. It should be noted that the officers of AWD
have been exceedingly helpful in assisting the watermaster with the difficult
access situation, as has Dale Edwards, with his remote POD locations.

(Mr Edward’s diversions on Billy and Gorley Creeks (not a part of the
Districts budget) yielded approximately 50% more water during this past
season).

Figures used to determine water consumption at all diversions were largely
based on assumptions of unrestricted availability of water and historical
usage. These figures were justified by periodic examination and
measurement at individual Points of Diversion. The significant exceptions
to that rule were applied to the City of Salmon where metered measurement
was available (read and photographed) and to Arrowhead’s domestic water
usage which is also metered.

Those figures are listed herein;

City meter start on 4/1/14 = 520,259,000
Ending measurement on 10/31/14 was 863,959,000
For a total usage of 343,700,000 gallons total or an average of 1,137 GPM

The AWD meter was recorded as 16,517,800 on 4/1/14 and 23,803,200 on
10/31/14. This was equivalent to 24.36 GPM.

These figures are all within historical precedent and none exceeded allotted
water rights.
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State of Idaho

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

900 N Skyline Dr., Ste A, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402-1718
Phone: (208) 525-7161 FAX: (208) 525-7177 www.idwr.idaho.gov

C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER

November 21, 2014 Governor
GARY SPACKMAN
Director

Gregory Lowell

307 State St
Salmon ID 83467

Water District 75A

Dear Watermaster:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Watermaster's Annual Report for the past season.

The same has been prepared by the watermaster and approved by this Department in
conformity with Sections 42-610, 42-614 and 42-615, Idaho Code.

During the 1993 legislative session, the legislature enacted a new law which amends
Section 42-619(9), Idaho Code and removes the independent financial audit
requirement for most state water districts. The new law, referenced by Section 67-
4508, Idaho Code (copy enclosed) identifies minimum audit requirements for all local
government entities. Under the new statue, the governing body of any local
government entity (i.e.; water district) whose annual budget does not exceed fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000) or less does not have to have an independent public

account firm conduct a financial audit every few years as previously required by Section
42-619(9).

Please note that only the statutory requirement regarding the independent financial
audit has been changed. Districts handling their own fund (i.e.; districts who collect and
/ or disburse their own funds) must still submit their own statement of the water district’s
financial affairs at the end of each fiscal year. As recommended in the Department’s
February 16, 1993 letter and the 1993 Watermaster Handbook, a copy of the financial
statement may be submitted either with the annual water masters report or with the
minutes of the annual meeting for the ensuing year. An example of an annual financial
statement may be found in Appendix C of the 1993 Watermaster Handbook.



The purpose of this letter is to remind all water districts that workers compensation
insurance is required for all water district employees. This requirement applies to all
water districts in Idaho, regardless of annual budget. Insurance should be applicable at
least to all paid water district staff, including the water master as week as well as
watermaster assistants, advisory committee, secretary and treasurer. The costs
associated with workers compensation insurance is paid directly by the water district
and should be considered an expense of the district. For information about obtaining
insurance costs etc., please contact the Idaho State Insurance Fund. The State
Insurance Fund has offices in Boise, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho Falls, Pocatello and Twin
Falls. Water Districts are also reminded that all paid water district staff may be subject
to state and federal taxes. These tax requirements will vary depending on salaries and
total income of each watermaster or employee. In many water districts, particularly
smaller districts with part-time staff, payment of watermaster or each employee.
Districts may wish to contact the State Tax Commission or the Internal Revenue Service
for information about state and federal withholding taxes.

Sincerely,

Koni D

Dennis M Dunn
Sr. Water Right Agent

Enclosure

DMD:sc



State of Idaho

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

900 N Skyline Dr., Ste A, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402-1718
Phone: (208) 525-7161 FAX: (208) 525-7177 www.idwr.idaho.gov

C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

GARY SPACKMAN

November 21, 2014

Jesse Farmer-Lowell
307 State St
Salmon ID 83467

WATER DISTRICT #75A

Dear Secretary:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Watermaster's Annual Report for the past season.

The same has been prepared by the watermaster and approved by this Dep

artment in conformity
with Sections 42-610, 42-614 and 42-615, Idaho Code.

During the 1993 legislative session, the legislature enacted a new law which amends Section 42-
619(9), Idaho Code and removes the independent financial audit requirement for most state w
districts. The new law, referenced by Section 67-450B, Idaho Code (copy enclosed) identifies
minimum audit requirements for all local government entities. Under the new statute, the
governing body of any local government entity (i.e.; water district) whose annual budget does not
exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) has no minimum audit requirements under this section.
This means that any district which handles its own money and whose budget is fifty thousand
dollars ($50,000) or less does not have to have an independent public account firm conduct a
financial audit every few years as previously required by Section 42-619(9).

Please note that only the statutory requirement regarding the independent financial audit has been
changed. Districts handling their own fund (i.e.; districts who collect and/or disburse their own
funds) must still submit their own statement of the water district's financial affairs at the end of
each fiscal year. As recommended in the Department's February 16, 1993 letter and the 1993
Watermaster Handbook, a copy of the financial statement may be submitted either with the
annual water masters report or with the minutes of the annual meeting for the ensuing year. An

example of an annual financial statement may be found in Appendix C of the 1993 Watermaster
Handbook.

ater

Director



The purpose of this letter is to remind all water districts that workers compensation insurance is
required for all water district employees. This requirement applies to all water districts in Idaho,
regardless of annual budget. Insurance should be applicable at least to all paid water district
staff, including the watermaster as well as watermaster assistants, advisory committee, secretary
and treasurer. The costs associated with workers compensation insurance is paid directly by the
water district and should be considered an expense of the district. For information about
obtaining insurance costs etc., please contact the Idaho State Insurance Fund. The State
Insurance Fund has offices in Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls, Pocatello and Twin Falls.
Water Districts are also reminded that all paid water district staff may be subject to state and
federal taxes. These tax requirements will vary depending on salaries and total income of each
watermaster or employee. In many water districts, particularly smaller districts with part-time
staff, payment of watermaster or each employee. Districts may wish to contact the State Tax

Commission or the Internal Revenue Service for information about state and federal withholding
taxes.

Sincerely,
Dennis M. Dunn
Senior Water Right Agent

DMD:sc
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State of Idaho

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

900 N Skyline Dr., Ste A, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402-1718
Phone: (208) 525-7161 FAX: (208) 525-7177 www.idwr.idaho.gov

C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

November 21, 2014 GARY SPACKMAN
Director

Lemhi County Treasurer / Auditor
206 Courthouse Dr
Salmon ID 83467

RE: Water District No. #75A and 747,

Dear County Treasurer / Auditor:

Transmitted herewith is the 2014 Watermaster’s Report and claim for services for the

above
mentioned Water District.

The various times in this report have been checked and have been found to be proper charges
against the water users therein named. Section 42-612, 42-613 and 42-614 of the Idaho Code

provides the procedure under which this claim shall be paid from the funds of the above named
district.

If you have any questions, please contact us at once.

Sincerely,

i 17 R

Dennis M Dunn
Sr. Water Rights Agent

Enclosure

DMD:sc



