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| C/GIDAHO DEFARTMENT OF WATER RESQURCES
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Re: Participation in 2004 North Snake Ground Water Mitigation Plan; Notice of Potential
Curtailment of Ground Water Rights

Dear Water User,

The North Snake Ground Water District (“NSGWD”) notified both the Water District No. 130
(“WD 130”) watermaster and the Idaho Department of Water Resources (“Department”) that you
have not paid the 2004 mitigation assessment owed to the NSGWD.

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that your North Snake Ground Water District
assessment must be paid on or before August 26, 2004. Failure to pay the assessment by
August 26" will result in immediate curtailment of your affected ground water rights by
the watermaster of WD 130.

Earlier this year the Department ordered that diversion of water authorized by ground water
rights, bearing priority dates junior to July 13, 1962, and located within both the Eastern Snake
Plain Aquifer (“ESPA”) and WD 130 were causing material injury to senior surface water rights
in the Thousand Springs Area. This order required curtailment of the junior priority ground
water rights unless mitigation plans were submitted by these junior ground water right holders
and approved by the Director of the Department. The NSGWD, Magic Valley Ground Water
District, spring users in the Thousand Springs area, the State of [daho, and the Idaho Legislature
entered into an agreement and supported legislation that averted curtailment of the junior ground
water rights in 2004. The agreement and resulting legislation provided for mitigation measures
by the local ground water districts.

House Bill 848 enacted by the 2004 Idaho Legislature, requires holders of junior priority ground
water rights to become non-member participants in local ground water districts for mitigation
purposes only, beginning April 1, 2004. Ground water rights affected by this legislation include
rights located within the ESPA that are subject to administration by WD 130, and that cause
material injury to senior priority water rights. In enacting HB848, the Legislature intended that
all ground water users holding water rights with priority dates junior to July 13, 1962 bear the
cost of the mitigation provided by the ground water districts.
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Records on file at the WD 130 watermaster’s office and the Department indicate that you hold
one or more ground water rights bearing a priority date junior to July 13, 1962. Department
records do not show any mitigation plan or other exclusion approved by the Department for any
ground water rights that you own. My records indicate therefore that you should be a non-
member participant for mitigation purposes in the NSGWD for 2004. In accordance with Section
42-5244, Tdaho Code, any ground water user who is delinquent in payment of assessments to a
ground water district is prohibited from participating in any mitigation plan of the district until
such assessment is paid. This statute authorizes the ground water district to notify the
Department of any delinquent assessments and seek enforcement by the water district
watermaster.

The NSGWD has sent one or more assessment notices to you explaining membership options
and costs. Please refer to this assessment notice, and make your payment directly to the ground
water district at the address below. I will be curtailing diversions from wells if the assessment 1s
not paid by August 26, 2004. If you have questions regarding the calculation of your mitigation
assessment, please contact:

Angye Leavitt

North Snake Ground Water District
152 E Main St

Jerome, 1D 83338

208-324-8995

Questions regarding mitigation and/or curtailment of ground water rights may be directed to me
at 208-736-3033.

Respectfully,

sy roin”

Cindy Yenter,
Watermaster, Water District 130

Cc: Angye Leavitt, North Snake Ground Water District
Gary Spackman, Tim Luke, IDWR, Boise
Allen Merritt, IDWR, Twin Falls
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