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Sent: { Tuesday, February 01, 2005 1:15 PM
To: Spackman, Gary

Ce: Spackman, Gary
Subject: 2005 Consolidated Mitigation Plan

[
2005 Censolidated Bain-Wide Mitigation Plan  for Basin 34 Water Users
Revised — February 1, 2005
DRAFT Submitted -, 2005 DRAFF
This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water Distribution Rules (IDAPA
37.03.12) for those junior ground water users whose ground water rights are administered conjunctively as part of
the Big Lost River and tributaries. These rules provide that junior ground water users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided to senior water rights pursuant fo Ruie 50.04. This plan is intended to
2l

meet those requirements by providing 6,110 ac-ft ~ of water to the Watermaster to augment the natural flow of
the Big Lost River.

Proponents of this consolidation plan understand the purpose of mitigation is to augment the natural flow of the
Big Lost River downstream from Mackay Dam. Mitigation does not guarantee any particular water right will
receive a full water supply in any year.

Proponents of this consolidated plan propose to use various water supplies such as replacement credits from
managed aquifer recharge, storage allocation from the Mackay Reservoir, natural flow and impounded natural
flow credits, and/or ground water pumpage as mitigation supplies as described and allowed for in Rule
50.04.c.iii. These supplies are listed hereinafter in preference of acquisition, but not necessarily in preference of
use as explained in some detail below. Each of these supplies (with the exception of managed recharge) does not
currently have a descriptive beneficial use element as “mitigation”. However, each proposed water supply to be
used as river augmentation does have “irrigation” listed as a beneficial use. The use of these proposed water
supplies for “mitigation” purposes is incidental, and the primary beneficial use will remain as “irrigation”. Each
proposed water supply will be described by water right number and quantity (to the extent possible) when pledged
and/or offered to the Water District. Approval of this proposed consolidated basin-wide mitigation plan by the
Director should constitute formal IDWR approval for such supplies to be used as “mitigation/irrigation”. Once
this plan is approved, any supply used to augment the flows of the Big Lost River will be treated as natural flow

for regulatory purposes.

If the Director approves this consolidated plan, it is proposed the plan will be presented to the water users at the
annual water district meeting scheduled in March 2005. It is also proposed and anticipated a resolution will be
presented at this annual meeting allowing water users to vote on the water district’s adoption and sponsorship of
this consolidated plan for all water users within the water district. If adopted, water users who wish to receive the
protective benefits of this mitigation plan will be allowed to continue the diverting of their ground water rights
upon the payment of their annual water district assessments as described in Rule 50.04.d, or in lieu of this
“pooling participation”, by direct pledge and acceptance of water supplies from valid water rights as described
hereinafter. Water users who do not wish to participant in this consolidated plan may “opt-out” by giving written
notice to IDWR of their intent as allowed for in Rule 50.04.e.

Individual pledge requirements of mitigation supplies and/or the direct costs associated with the acquisition of

mitigation pool supplies will be allocated proportionately to the individual ground water user based upon their

3}
2004 actual pumpage . Ground water users will have the option of pledging their own mitigation water supplies
directly to the Water District and/or participating in the “willing buyer-willing seller” mitigation acquisition pool
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to the extent nesded to satisfy their respective individual mitigation requirements. These assessment revenues
would then be used and integrated into the annual water district budget for the purpose of acquiring water supplies
on a “willing buyer-willing seller” basis, and at fair market prices negotiated by the parties. If the water district

becomes the sponsoring entity, it appears the water district advisory committee  could act as the potential
“willing buyer” in these water acquisition transactions.

Preference in acquiring mitigation water supplies would be as follows:

1) Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for providing mitigation to

whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is conducted by the water district’s recharge

committee, in compliance with the pian of operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos, 34-7571

and 34-7573, will be considered as replacement credit water supplies for quantities of pumped ground water at the
3

same rate as the established depletion factors. If recharge supplies ~ are of great enough quantities, the entire
mitigation burden could be satisfied with such supplies.

Example: If 10,000 ac-ft were diverted into recharge sites, factored by 13%, equals 1,300 ac-ft of recharge
replacement credited against the 6,110 ac-ft of mitigation requirement, leaving a balance of 4,810 ac-ft of
mitigation burden to be provided from other water supplies.

2.) Storage Allocations from water rights nos, 34-00818, 34-00811, 34-00810, 34-10935, 34-008178, and
34.10873, 34-00012, 34-02507 that are issued to the patrons of the Big Lost River Irrigation District may be
pledged to and/or acquired by the sponsoring entity (presumably the water district) after a temporary transfer has
been approved by IDWR. Any such water supplies used for the augmentation of the natural flow will be treated as
if it were natural flow and will be distributed and subject to the elements of those benefiting natural flow water

rights.

Example: Storage water supplies are normally aliocated at the commencement of the irrigation season (early
May) by the irrigation district to the patrons. These supplies are held in the Mackay Reservoir until called upon
for release by the patrons. Depending upon the pledged and/or acquired supply quantities from this source and
the expected timing for the need of released augmentation supplies, these storage water mitigation supply
contributions could range from 0 to 6,110 ac-ft.

3.) Supplies from Natural Flow rights held by any water user within the water district may be pledged or
acquired in a similar fashion as described above to the extent such water rights provide actual water supplies in
their respective priorities. If any natural flow water right (in part or in it’s entirety) is pledged or offered by a
ground water user, an approved IDWR temporary transfer must accompany that pledge or offer prior to that
supply actually being accepted and used for river augmentation. The use and exercise of any such water right will
not be deemed to be a forfeiture or loss of priority when used for mitigation purposes. Normally the use of these
water rights would be pledged or offered for the entire irrigation season. Natural flow water rights pledged or
offered to the sponsoring entity would be valued based upon the actual quantity/volume of water made available
under such rights. Some flexibility or exception to this practice may be required for reasons discussed in the
release and timing portion of this plan. These supplies are natural flows and will be distributed and subject to the
elements of those benefiting natural flow water rights.

Example: Quantities acquired from natural flow rights will vary from priority to priority and according to the rate
of diversion in the particular right. It is anticipated that these supplies will need to be converted to acre-feet
quantities as they flow naturally over time and/or are impounded into rotation credit. Their use in augmenting the
natural flow will probably be among the first simply by virtue of their immediate presence in the river channel
and because of the uncertainty of their availability. For these reasons the “willing buyer” of these supplies will
need some flexibility when anticipating how much of this type of supply to actually accept and/or commit to
acquisition.

4 If the total mitigation burden supply of 6,110 ac-ft has not been satisfied from the above supply options,
Ground Water supplies may be pledged or offered and accepted or acquired by the sponsoring entity at fair
market prices and funded by assessment fees. Ground water supplies may be introduced directly into the river,
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canals, or laterals. These introduced supplies will be deducted from other needed mitigation supplies being
released to angment river flows at the constant release flow rate described below. In every instance, such supplies
will be considered as an augmented natural flow supply and distributed and subject to the regulatory elements of
those benefiting natural flow water rights. Water supplies diverted from any such mitigation well{s} will require
approved temporary transfers from IDWR, the same as other potential mitigation supplies. Proponents of this
consolidated plan reiterate the position of using_ground water supplies as a supply of last resort, both for
economic and social preference reasons. The use of these supplies will require some flexibility for reasons
described below,

5) Irrigated lands within Basin 34 may have an opportunity to be enrolled in CREP. At the time of this
submission, the details of this program regarding water rights have not been fully determined and disseminated to
the public. To the extent those water rights might have a use in some form or manner in an approved mitigation
plan, the proponents of this plan reserve the right to incorporate those uses in this plan.

Ali pledges, offerings, acceptance, and acquisitions of mitigation supplies must be summarized in a supplemental

[o]
plan  report to IDWR by the end of the first half of the irrigation season (July 23). This report will be compiled

and submitted by the consolidated plan’s sponsor.

Release and timing patterns of mitigation supplies wili be as follows:

The release and timing patterns of these mitigation supplies will comply with Rule 50.04 as nearly as practicable.
Some flexibility in release patterns will be needed to accommodate the actual conditions of river flow, responses
to extemporaneous administrative actions, and for the utilization of all the various accepted and acquired
mitigation supplies. The intent of this consolidated plan is to provide the entire 6,110 ac-ft of mitigation supplies
as river augmentation during periods of the irrigation season when water rights having a 1905 or earlier priority
are not satisfied. The following is an attempt to describe how that flexibility will be used for that stated purpose.

{71
As described by Rule 50.04 one third of the required mitigation supply (2,034 ac-ft) will be made available to

the Watermaster for purposes of augmenting the natural flows of the Big Lost River during the first half of the
[8]

irrigation scason (May 1 through July 23, or 84 days) at a constant flow release rate. Water supplies used to
“flush” the river system at the commencement of the irrigation season as described in Rule 40.02.d.iii,g,h will be
deducted from the 2,034 ac-ft. The residual balance of the mitigation supply would then be released at a constant
release flow rate during the remaining days of the first half season period. If water rights with 1905 and earlier
priorities are satisfied during any period of days within this first half of the irrigation season from natural river
flows without the use of augmenting supplies, no mitigation supplies will be released for those days. The sum
acre-feet of water not released during those days will then be “carried-over” and become part of the second half of
the season’s mitigation supply not to exceed a total of 4,067 ac-ft.

Two thirds of the required mitigation supply (4,067 ac-ft) will be made available to the Watermaster for the
second half of the irrigation season (July 24 through October 15, or 84 days) for purposes of augmenting the
natural flow of the Big Lost River at a constant flow release rate. If water rights with 1905 and earlicr priorities
are satisfied during any period of days within this second half of the irrigation season from natural river flows
without the use of augmenting supplies, no mitigation supplies will be reteased for those days. Once water rights
with 1905 or earlier priorities are unable to be satisfied by natural river flows, a calculation of remaining days in
the irrigation season will be determined and/or the number of days remaining before the Director were to declare
a futile river as described in Rule 20.04 would be determined. Using the fewer number of days from those two
calculations, an augmenting constant release flow rate will then be established by dividing the fewer number of
days into 4,067 ac-ft. If it becomes apparent a futile river declaration is likely to occur before the previously
calculated date, all remaining mitigation supplies would be required to be released prior to the actual futile
declaration. In every instance of releasing mitigation supplies for the purpose of augmenting river flows, care and
flexibility must be exercised to provide for the entire utilization of the 4,067 ac-ft in an efficient and effective

manner.

Water users within Water District 34 expect IDWR and the Watermaster to administer ground water rights in such
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a manner that those individuals holding ground water rights that are described by partial decree to be
conjunctively administered which are not participating in this consolidated plan or participating in anothes
approved mitigation plan shall not be allowed to divert during the 2005 irrigation season. Water users within
Water District 34 also expect IDWR and the Watermaster to properly administer and regulate all surface water
rights as described in partial decree and rule.

Respectfully submitted,
Proponents of a single “Consolidated Basin-Wide Mitigation Plan for Basin 34 Water Users”

[
This mitigation plan is a consolidation of the Basin 34 Water Users Plan dated January 7, 2005 and the Participants

Universal Mitigation Plan dated December 14, 2005, This consolidated plan is prepared under the direction of this group for
the benefit of their respective members but with the objective of making the congolidated plan acceptable and accessible to
all ground water users whose rights are conjunctively managed in the basin.

(21
Water users within Basin 34 understand the Director of IDWR is willing to accept a mitigation supply of 6,110 ac-fi for

the 2005 frrigation season if such a supply were incorporated into a single basin-wide plan that is available for participation
in by alf ground water users in general. Water users also understand individual mitigation plan(s) may be proposed offering
supplies of water based upon their actual 2002 through 2004 pumpage quantities, These individual mitigation supplies will
be in addition to the 6,110 ac-ft proposed in this consolidated plan.

|
IDWR administrators have prepared a preliminary summary of 2004 pumpage, dated 1/21/2003, from individual weil
records. This document, or a final version of this summary, will be used for determining individual’s proportionate

mitigation requirements.
i
The current advisory board has a very limited role within the water district. Cwrrent members of the board may not want

to serve on the committee if that role were expanded, and some water users feel the current board is imbalanced in
representing water user’s interests. Reconstituting the committee would be a prerequisite before adding any additional role or

function to this board.

[5]

During the years of 1995 to 1999 managed recharge in Basin 34 ranged from 33,766 ac-ft to 89,319 ac-ft as reported to
IDWR during the permit stage of developing the two water rights.
&

These supplemental plan report(s) would include any necessary information required by the Director of IDWR (i.e. current
water right element description, proposed new use description, transfer of use application(s), expected quantity portions of
the water right to be used for mitigation, etc.).

KA . . .
This example assumes no managed aquifer charge has occurred during the current year, Obviously if managed recharge
were conducted the recharge replacement credits woutld be subtracted from the 6,110 ac-ft and any remaining balance wouid
then be divided as described.

18]
Whenever storage water or storage allocations, and whenever natural flows or rotation credits, or any combinations of
these water supplies are used to “flush” the river system as described in Rule 40, the entire volume of water will be credited

as a mitigation supply.
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This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided to senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meel the requirements of sRule 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-it of
water tothe-WatesMaster-to augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River.

The Basin 34 Water Users { Water Users) understand the purpose of mitigation is to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstreamn from the Mackay Dam.
Mitigation by augmenting flows in the Big Lost River does not guarantee any particular
water right will receive a water supply in any year. Mitigation water is not required to be
released when no water can be delivered #-wouldnot{dugto a futile call) for delivery of
water rights in the reach of the river where {he water richts held by te-the person calling
for mitigation.are diverted benefita-water usercatlingfor-mitigation

The Water Master of Water District 34 will administer and provide the accounting
necessary to ensure that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-ft) will be satisfiedsatistied
through this mitigation plan. All ground water users within district 34 may participate in
this plan. Each groundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan will pay a
fee 1o Water District 34 to cover the administration of the mitigation. The total
mitication burden is defined as the total amount of water District 34 groundwater users
are required to provide to the river for mitigation purposes (i.c 6,110 ac-ft). Additionally
the proportion of the total mitigation burden that each groundwater user is required {0
nrovide for mitigation is defined as the individual mitieation burden, This is based on the
individual’s proportion of the previous year’s pumpage.

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is
conducted by the Water District’s recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573,
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water. Recharge water will be credited to mitigation at a rate equivalent to the
ealeulated-depletion percentage stated in the water distribution rules (for — Water
District 34) frem- proundwater withdrawal-0r01 higher as may be determinedindieated
by future studies. Additionally, future studies may indicate that recharge may be
credited to mitigation for mulfiple vears. When recharge supplies are of great enough
quantities, the entire mitigation burden may be satisfied with such supplies.
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3. CREP — It is likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed
in the CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears 10 be to reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some lands associated with decreed surface water may be
enrolled. At the time of this submission, the details of this program regarding water
rights have not been fully determined and disseminated to the public. However, if
allowed by CRIEP. When this-oceurs;-these un-diverted surface water rights will first
be used to satisfy any individual mitigation burden required from the participant in
the CREP program. Any additional un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to
reduce the general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation

burden to lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by

individual groundwater usess). i 3 e
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4. Donated water — Irrigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect to donate their
water (storage, rotation credit, or decreed) 1o mitigation. When water is donated, it
will be used to reduce the general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general
mitication burden to lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required
by individual groundwater users). te-the-Water Master-(as opposed to being donated to
an individual to satisfy his individual mitigation burden).-that-water-will-be-used-to
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Any water contributed through these avenues, outlined above, -will be subtracted from
the total mitigation burden and will reduce cach individuals mitigation burden
proportionately. »—Earch lindividual groundwater users will be required to provide his
portion the remainder of the total mitigation burden based on their pertien-the proportion
of the ground water he pumped during the previous year to the total ground water
pumped in Water District 34 during the of previous year’s-pumpage.

Each groundwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and declare how he
plans to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to April 1%, of the
coming irrigation season. Groundwater users may elect to designate water owned by
them for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their
mitigation. Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders
who wish to provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water, or storage water 1o

a purchase pool.




Any groundwater user, who wishes to purchase mitigation water from the purchase pool,
to account for their individual mitigation burdenfer-theirewn-rmitization as outlined

above, will be able to buy purchase pool water acquired by the Water Master-.

Individual mitigation burdens within this mitigation plan (as opposed to individual
mitigation plans) may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water, storage water,

rotation credit water, ground waler (under certain criteria) or a combination of the above.
e Decreed (natural flow) water - Groundwater users will indicate to the Water

Master which surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during
approximately which time period so that the volume of water not diverted equals
that individual’s mitigation burden.

_Unless the water is dedicated to mitigation for the entire irrigation season.
oroundwater users who choose to contribute natural flow to satisfy their
individual mitigation burden or who offer natural flow water into the purchase
pool. must demonsirate to the satisfaction of the Director of IDWR that they
have forgone a beneficial use of that wates.

- Decreed water, designated for mitigation, that comes from tributaries of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to a canal or
lateral), the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water into
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or lateral, Thus, tributary water will mitigate the Big
Lost River without physically being delivered there. Permissiion must be
obtained from the owners of the canals or laterals to place water into the canal
or lateral.

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation, will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release at Mackay Dam.

e Storage water - Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights (owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual mitigation burden.
The Water Master will convey this information to the Big Lost River Irrigation
District so they can note the change in nature of use for that water and credit the
appropriate water users’ mitigation burden.

e Rotation credit water - Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights will

be rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotation might occur.

e Groundwater — Groundwater may be used by individuals-for for mitigation. Use
ot thiswater-is-atthe diseretion-ofthe-Water Master—However, the Water Master
will only accept groundwater for mitigation purposes under the following
conditions:

No other source of mitigation is available.

Water is directly injected into the river or aA physical exchange of water can
be made to the Big Lost River (this can only occur when the river is running
past the canal in which water is being injected and the physical exchange must
occur at the canal heading where the water is injected).




¢ The river, canal, or lateral is not dry.
rINe-otherseutce-ofmitication is-available:

s The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use.
e Water from the well must be measured

Anyone who eleetsto_uses oroundwater o satisfy his individual mitigation burden
mitigate-with-groundwater, 18 responsible for their own expenditures (power costs
etc.) associated with this form of mitigation.

e (ombination - Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Full mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have
committed 6,110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water
over to the Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the
period May 1 through October 15% of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of 1905 and earlier.
Rule 50.04.c.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to
augment natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the remaining
block portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow for the
second half of the augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02.d.i1i will also be considered recharge-for
mitigation purpeses-and will be provided from the 6,110 ac-ft of impounded mitigation
water. All river flush water will be considered recharge-mitigation and will reduce the
6,110 ac-ft mitigation obligation on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable to the
augmentation component for the first half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of
the mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example above, except that
all river flush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half
of the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude
individual groundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their
own mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6,110 ac-it water for this plan will
be reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other approved-mitigation
plans combined which are approved by the beginning of the irrigation seasoneembined
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Basin 34 Water Users Mitigation Plan
2H263/2005

This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided to senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meet the requirements of ¥Rule 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-it of
water te-the-“aterhaster-to augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River.

The Basin 34 Water Users (Water Users) understand the purpose of mitigation 1s to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam.
Mitigation by augmenting flows in the Big Lost River does not guarantee any particular
water right will receive a water supply in any year. Mitigation water is not required to be
released when no water can be delivered #-wenldnetfdue to g futile cally for delivery of
water rights in the reach of the river where the water rights held by te-the person ¢alling
for mitigation.are diverted benefit-nwvateruser-eallingformitization

The Water Master of Water District 34 will administer and provide the accounting
necessary to ensure that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-ft) will be satisficdsatisiies
through this mitigation plan. All ground water users within districi 34 may participate in
this plan, Fach eroundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan will pav a
fee to Water District 34 to cover the administration of the mitigation. The total
mitication burden is defined as the total amount of water District 34 groundwater users
are reguired to provide to the river for mitigation purposes (i.e 6,110 ac-ft). Additionally.
the nroportion of the total mitigation burden that each groundwater user is reguired to
nrovide for mitigation is defined as the %ﬂdividm} mitication burden. This is based on the
individual's proportion of the previous vear’s pumpage,

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is
conducted by the Water District’s recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573,
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water. Recharge water will be credited to mitigation at a rate equivalent to the
eslenlated-depletion percentage stated in the water distribution rules (for — Water
District 34) from-grouvndwater-withdrawealoror higher as may be determinedsneieated
by future studies. Additionally. future studies may indicate that recharge may be
credited to mutigation for multiple vears, When recharge supplies are of great enough
quantities, the entire mitigation burden may be satisfied with such supplies.

2. Inadvertent mmgatlon contrlbutmns - QWM%&H&@%%M%—&




3, CREP - It is likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed
in the CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears to be to reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some lands associated with decreed surface water may be
enrolled At the time of this submission, the details of this program regarding water

iohts have not been fully determined and disseminated {o the public, However if
allowed by CREP, When-this-eceursthese un-diverted surface water rights will first
be used to satisfy any n}dividuai mitigation burden required from the participant in
the CREP program. Any additional un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to
reduce the general mitigation burden (j.e. subtracted from the general mitigation
burden to lower the percentage of the general 1111t1ga110n burden required by

- v e . ot i [, g 3.
individual groundwater users). Ne-compensation-to-the-deereed-water-rightheldes
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4. Donated water — Irrigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect to donate their
water (storage, rotation credit, or decreed) to mitigation. When water is donated. it
will be used to reduce the general mitigation burden (i.c. subtracted from the general
mitigation burden to lower the nez’centage of the general mitigation burden reguired
by individual groundwater users). er-Master-(as opposed to being donated to
an 1nd1v1dua1 to satlsfy his individual mltlgatlon burden}). —té&a{—%a%wﬁi—ee—%eé—%e
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Any water contributed through these avenues, outlined zbove, -will be subtracted from
the total mitigation burden and will reduce each individuais mitigation burden
nroportionatelv. —FEarch lindividual groundwater users will be required to provide hig
portion the remainder of the total mitigation burden based on their perten-the proportion
of the ground water he pumped during the previous vear fo the total ground water
pumped in Water District 34 during the of previous year's-pumpage.

Each gzoundwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and declare how he
pIa;ns to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to April 1%, of the
coming irrigation season, Groundwater users may elect to designate water owned by
them for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their
mitigation. Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders
who wish to provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water, or storage water to
a purchase pool.




Any groundwatc:r user, who W}'C;} to purchase mmgahon water hom the purchase pool.
to gccount for their individual mitigation burdenfor-their owa-sribgation as outlined
above, will be ab%e to buy pm‘chasc pool water acquired by the Water Master-.

Individual mitigation burdens within this mitigafion nlen {as opposed to individual
mitigation plans) may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water, storage water,
rotation credit water, ground water (under certain criteria) or a combination of the above.
¢ Decreed (natural flow) water - Groundwater users will indicate to the Water
Master which surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during
approximately which time period so that the volume of water not diverted equals
that individual’s mitigation burden.

“Unless the water is dedicated to mitication for the entire irrigation season.
oroundwater users who choose to contribute natural flow to satisfy thew
individual mitigation %}mdcn or who offer natural flow water into the purchase
nool. must demonsirate o the satisfaction of the Director of IDWR that they

have forpone a beneficial use of that water,

- Decreed water, designated for mitigation, that comes from fributaries of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to a canal or
lateral), the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water into
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or lateral. Thus, tributary water will mitigate the Big
Lost River without physically being delivered there. Permissiion must be
obtained from the owners of the canals or laterals to place water into the canal
or lateral.

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation, will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release at Mackay Dam.

o Storage water - Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights (owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual mitigation burden.
The Water Master will convey this information to the Big Lost River Lirigation
District so they can note the change in nature of use for that water and credit the
appropriate water users’ mitigation burden.

e Rotation credit water - Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights will
be rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotation might occur.

e Groundwater — Groundwater may be used by-individuatsfor for mitigation. Hse
of this water is-atthe discretion-ofthe Water-Master—However, the Water Master
will only accept groundwater for mitigation purposes under the following
conditions:

s No other source of mitigation is available.

e ‘Water is directly iniected into the river or a/ physical exchange of water can
be made to the Big Lost River (this can only occur when the river is running
past the canal in which water is being injected and the physical exchange must
occur at the canal heading where the water 1s injected).




e The river, canal, or lateral is not dry.
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& The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use.
e  Water from the well must be measured

Anyone who elects-to uses groundwaier to satisfy his individual mitigation burden
mitieate-vaith-eroundwater, is responsible for their own expenditures (power costs
ete.) associated with this form of mitigation.

¢ Combination - Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Full mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have
committed 6,110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water
over to the Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the
period May | through October 15" of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of 1905 and earlter.
Rule 50.04.c.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to
augment natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the remaining
block portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow for the
second half of the augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02.d.iii will also be considered recharge-for
mitigation suspeses-and will be provided from the 6,110 ac-ft of impounded mitigation
water. All river flush water will be considered recharge-mitigation and will reduce the
6,110 ac-ft mitigation obligation on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable to the
augmentation component for the first half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of
the mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example above, except that
all river flush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half
of the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude
individual groundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their
own mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6,110 ac-ft water for this plan will
be reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other appreves-mitigation
plans combined which are approved by the beginning of the irrigation seasonesrrbined.




The Water Users expect the [daho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the
Water Master to administer groundwater rights such that those conjunctively
administered water rights not covered by this mitigation plan or covered by another
approved mitigation plan shall not be allowed to divert during the remainder of the
irrigation season after a call for mitigation as been #-placed, aporoved, the criteria for
coniunctive management have been satisfied.-in-the-basin,
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Int order to call for mitigation, individuals must +jrequest mitigation before they call for
their irrigation water {rotation into credit is considered o call for watery, Additionaily,
anv requests made after 1 July will be evaluated by the Watermaster, in consultation with
the Idaho Department of Water Resources, to determine whether the water right being
called for could be filled by augmenting the river,
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If mitigation is called for prior to the irrigation season, then the water users will also
request an early start of the frrigation season-siti-sis

We reserve the right to modify this plan. However, no modification can take place
during the irrigation season.

Any eroundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan after 1T April will be
required to mitigate with money (by purchasing water from the Watermasters purchase
nool} and will be charged a late fee of an additional 5200 or 15%. whichever 1s greater.
That money will be used to buy mitigation water in the following vear and will be applied
to the peneral mitipation burden.




Basin 34 Water Users Mitigation Plan
213120605

This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided to senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meet the requirements of Rule 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-ft of
water to augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River.

The Basin 34 Water Users {Water Users) understand the purpose of mitigation 1s to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam.
Mitigation by augmenting flows in the Big Lost River does not guarantee any particuiar
water right will receive a water supply in any year. Mitigation water is not required to be
released when no water can be delivered due to a futile call for delivery of water rights in
the reach of the river where the water rights held by the person calling for mitigation are
diverted.

The Water Master of Water District 34 will administer and provide the accounting
necessary to ensure that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-ft) will be satisfied through
this mitigation plan. All ground water users within district 34 may participate in this plan.
Each groundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan will pay a fee to Water
District 34 to cover the administration of the mitigation. The total mitigation burden is
defined as the total amount of water District 34 groundwater users are required to provide
to the river for mitigation purposes (i.e 6,110 ac-ft). Additionally, the proportion of the
total mitigation burden that each groundwater user is required to provide for mitigation is
defined as the individual mitigation burden. This is based on the individual's proportion of
the previous year's pumpage.

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is
conducted by the Water District's recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573,
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water. Recharge water will be credited to mitigation at a rate equivalent to the
depletion percentage stated in the water distribution rules (for - Water District 34) or
higher as may be determined by future studies. Additionally, future studies may
indicate that recharge may be credited to mitigation for multiple years. When recharge
supplies are of great enough quantities, the entire mitigation burden may be satisfied
with such supplies.

2. CREP - It is likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed in the
CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears 1o be to reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some lands associated with decreed surface water may be
enrolled. At the time of this submission, the details of this program regarding water
rights have not been fully determined and disseminated to the public. However, if

allowed by CREP, these un-diverted surface water rights will first be used to satisfy any
individual mitigation burden required from the participant in the CREP program. Any
additional un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to reduce the general
mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower the
percentage of the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users).



3. Donated water -Irrigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect to donaie their water
(storage, rotation credit, or decreed) to mitigation. When water is donated, it will be
used to reduce the general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general
roitigation burden to lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by
individual groundwater users).(as opposed to being donated to an mndividual to satisfy
his individual mitigation burden}.

Any water contributed through these avenues, outlined above, will be subtracted from the

total mitigation burden and will reduce each individuals mitigation burden proportionately.

Each individual groundwater user will be required to provide his portion the remainder of

the total mitigation burden based on their the proportion of the ground water he pumped

during the previous year to the total ground water pumped in Water District 34 during the

Previous year.

Fach gronndwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and declare how he

plans to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to April [ s, of the

coming irrigation season. Groundwater users may elect to designate water owned by them
for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their mitigation.

Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders who wish to

provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water, or storage water (o a purchase

pool.

Any groundwater user, who wishes to purchase mitigation water from the purchase pool, to

account for their individual mitigation burden as outlined above, will be able to buy

purchase pool water acquired by the Water Master.

4)

3)

Individual mitigation burdens within this mitigation plan (as opposed to individual

mitigation plans) may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water, storage water,

rotation credit water, ground water (under certain criteria) or a combination of the above.

. Decreed (natural flow) water = Groundwater users will indicate to the Water
Master which surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during approximately
which time period so that the volume of water not diverted equals that individual's
mitigation burden.

-Unless the water is dedicated to mitigation for the entire irrigation season,
groundwater users who choose to contribute natural flow to satisfy their individual
mitigation burden or who offer natural flow water into the purchase pool, must
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director of IDWR that they have forgone a
beneficial use of that water.

- Decreed water, designated for mitigation, that comes from tributaries of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to a canal or
Jateral), the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water into
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or lateral. Thus, tributary water will mitigate the Big Lost
River without physically being delivered there. Permission must be obtained
from the owners of the canals or laterals to place water into the canal or lateral.

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation, will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release at Mackay Dam.

. Storage water = Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights (owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual mitigation burden. The
Water Master will convey this information to the Big Lost River Irrigation District




so they can note the change in nature of use for that water and credit the
appropriate water users' mitigation burden.
. Rotation credit water = Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights will
he rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotation might occur.

. Groundwater - Groundwater may be used for mitigation. However, the Water
Master will only accept groundwater for mitigation purposes under the following
conditions:

. No other source of mitigation is available.
. Water is directly injected into the river or a physical exchange of water
can be
made to the Big Lost River (this can only occur when the river is running past
the canal in which water is being injected and the physical exchange must
occur at the canal heading where the water is injecied).
. The river, canal, or lateral is not dry.
. The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use.
. Water from the well must be measured

. Anyone who uses groundwater to satisfy his individual mitigation burden, is
responsible for their own expenditures (power costs etc.) associated with this form
of mitigation.

. Combination = Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Full mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have committed
6,110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water over to the
Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the

period May I through October 15th of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of1905 and earlier. Rule
50.04.c.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment
natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the remaining block portion
of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow for the second half of the
augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02.d.iii will also be considered mitigation
and will be provided from the 6,110 ac-fi of impounded mitigation water. Al river flush
water will be considered mitigation and will reduce the 6,110 ac-ft mitigation
obligation on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable to the augmentation component
for the first half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of the
mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example above, except that all
river flush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half of



the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude mdividual
sroundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their own
mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6, 11 § ac-ft water for this plan wiil be
reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other mitigation plans combined
which are approved by the beginning of the irrigation season.

The Water Users expect the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the
Water Master to administer groundwater rights such that those conj unctively
administered water rights not covered by this mitigation plan or covered by another
approved mitigation plan shall not be atlowed to divert during the remainder of the
irrigation season after a call for mitigation as been placed, approved, the criteria for
conjunctive management have been satistied..

In order to call for mitigation, individuals must request mitigation before they call for
their irrigation water (rotation into credit is considered a call for water). Additionally, any
requests made after | July will be evatuated by the Watermaster, n consultation with the
Idaho Department of Water Resources, to determine whether the water right being called
for could be filled by augmenting the river.

If mitigation is called for prior to the irrigation season, then the water users will also

request an early start of the irrigation season
We reserve the right to modify this plan. However, no modification can take place during

the irrigation season.

Any groundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan after T April will be
required to mitigate with money (by purchasing water from the Watermasters purchase
pool) and will be charged a late fee of an additional $200 or 15%, whichever 1s greater,
That money will be used to buy mitigation water in the following year and will be applied
to the general mitigation burden.



Basin 34 Water Users Mitigation Plan
1/26/2085

This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Witer District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is pr()vidcd"i'o senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meet the gequzmments of rule 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-fi of
waler {0 the Water ‘ ug,me the naturgd flow of t} Bl}, Lost River. -
¥ ¢ A
The Basmn ?4 Watu Users (WdlLT Usels) under st’md thc purpose of mitigation is to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam,
Mltlgaiion does not guarantee any particular water right will receive a water §Lip;g]
ANy year,. Mlilgdizun water is not zequﬂcd to bereleased when'it would:ﬂot
water user calling for mitigation. ;

The Water Master of District 34 will administer and ]ai'dﬁidc the accounting necessary (¢ o
ensure that the total mitigation bLl}dLn {6 110 ac-Tty w1]] be i through this Deleted: satisfied
l‘nliiéd{i{)ﬂ plan. AT ; e ‘

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplics will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that i1s
conducted by the Water District’s recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573,
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water. Rechar ge water will be ClLdIlLd to ﬂ'llt!&i‘:ll()n ata 1au, equwalc_m to the
.‘éCpthIOﬂ senr o 1t J -5 ‘

ingher as may be <

: Deleted cateulated .

Deleted: fom g,rmmd\mur wnthdmw 11
: OF H

When recharge suppllcs are of great enough quanntles the entire mltlglt;on bu;den  Deleted: indicated
may be satisfied with such supplies.
2. Inadvertent mitigation contributions - During the 2004 irrigation season, a
malfunction at the Howell Gauge resulted in non-diversion of decreed rights for about
9 days when those rights actually should have been delivered. When this, or similar
circumstances oceur, the individual mitigation burden ofgroundwater users whose
rights were affcutuc{ will be cxcdned The xumammg W'ilCI‘ in excess of the amount
ﬂLszLd ' ERAREEE RN (AN R 191 HE H Wg” l Deleted: by uI'Ibct.ed groundwaler users
credited lOWElld the g g;,t,ncmi m;ngja ion buxdm o ]owc1 the percentage of the general
mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users. Compensation will not
be made for water contributed to the general mitigation burden in this manner. %
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3. CREP - [Lis likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed
in the CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears to be (o reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some Jands associated with decreed surface waler may be
enrolled. When this occurs, these un-diverted surface water rights will first be used to
satisfy any individual mitigation burden required from the participant in the CREP
program. Any additional un-diverted decreed surfuce water will be used to reduce the
general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower
the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater
users). No compensation to the decreed water right holder will occur for this
contribution to the general mitigation burden,

4. Donated water — Irrigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect to donate their
water {storage, rotation credit, or decreed) to mitigation. When water is donated to
the Water Master (as opposed to being donated to an individual to satisfy his
individual mitigation burden) that water will be used to reduce the general mitigation
burden {i.c. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower the percentage of
the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users).

v, will be subtracted from

Any water contributed through these avenues. «
the total mitigation burden = EHERCH IR TN
; <. Individual groundwater users will be required to provide the remainder
of the total mitigation burden based on their portion of previous year’s pumpage.

.
AR

Each groundwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and deciare how he
plans to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to April 19, of the
coming irrigation season. Groundwater users may clect to designate water owned by
them for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their
mitigation. Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders
who wish to provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water, or storage water to
a purchase pool.

Any groundwater user who wishes to purchase mitigation water from the purchase pool
for the@vn mitigation #s outlined above, will be able to buy purchase pool waler
acquired by The Water Master.

Individual mitigation burdens witisin fhix stinn plan (av opnosed to individoo
arittosiien plans: may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water, storage water,
rotation credit water, ground water (under certain criteria) or a combination of the above.
o Decreed ninsni o s water - Groundwater users will indicate to the Water
Master which surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during
approximately which time period so that the volume of water not diverted equa

that individual’s mitigation burden, -

£

- Decreed water, designated for mitigation, that comes from tributaries of the
Big Lost River may aiso be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not

. PBeleted:

Deieted: .

. Deleted: .



come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to a canal or
lateral), the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water mto -
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or iateral. Thus, tributary water will mitigate the Big
Lost River without physically being delivered there,

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation, will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release ai Mackay Dam.

e Storage water - Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights {owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual miti gation burden.
The Water Master will convey this information fo the Big Lost River Lrrigation

e of SCfOl\ﬂ]dl water and credit the

District so they canfiot¢ the cliange in na
appropriate water userS Titigation burden.
s Rotation credit water - Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights wiil
be rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotation might occur. o
e Groundwater — Groundwaler B}g\f\be\used by . fe mitigation. Use of this water is Deleted: individuals for
at thesdiscretion of e Witer Master\However, the Water Master will only
accep?“g‘reﬂ—mimamr for-mitigation-purposes under the following conditions:

PR [T o oapd : i ‘ Formatted: Bulleted + Level: 1 +
L . : . Aligned at: 0.5" + Tab after: 0.75"
e Sater oo +v or 5 physical exchange of water can + Inclent at 0.75"
be made to the Big Lost River {this cant only occur when the river is running “Deleted: A
past the canal in which water is being injected vateal ox e

£ The

st goony ut e
e The river, canal, or lateral is not dry. L
e The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use. Deleted: <i#=No other souree of
N miligation is avatlable.§
»  Water from the well must be measured e

IR TR A A ERRN RN

Anyone who | se Fro TRRTE AN .18 Deleted: clects to
responsibie for their own expenditures {pow

of mitigation.

er costs etc.) associated with this form Deleted: mitigate with groundwaler

o Combination - Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Fuil mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have
commiited 6,110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water
over to the Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the
period May 1 through October 15" of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of 1905 and carlier.
Rule 50.04.¢.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to



augment natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the rermaining
slock portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow for the
second half of the augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reserveir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02.d.1ii will also be considered mitigation

. and will be pravided from the 6,110 ac-ft of impounded mritigation water. All river flugh
water will be considered mitigation and wili reduce the 6,110 ac-ft mitigation obligation
on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable fo the augmentation component for the first
half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of
the mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example abave, except that
ali river fush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half
of the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude
individual groundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their
own mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6,110 ac-ft water for this plan will

' be reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other mitigation plans

[

. The Water Users expect the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the
Water Master to administer groundwater rights such that those conjunctively
administered water rights not covered by this mitigation plan or covered by another
approved mitigation plan shail not be allowed to divert during the remainder of the

irrigation season after a call for mitigation s« een placed, a7

conjunctive n

wsrovedd, e eriferin fov

ernt have secs snd

During the irrigation season, water is sometimes present at the Arco Gauge. This occurs
for two reasons 1) natural flow exceeds irrigation demand or 2) ground water level rises
. above the river bottom. In either case mitigation will not oceur when water is present at
j the Arco Gauge because, 1) either all water rights are being satisfied or 2) the
{  groundwater pumps have, by definition, not impacted the underground water supply.

In order to call for mitigation, individuals must 1) request mitigation before they call for
their irrigation water (- iaiion it covdin s considered @ cafl for water), 2) havea 7
water right that is on during some portion of the irrigation season, and 3) participate:in a

7 <mitigaliofserminars This seminar will be conducted by the Watermaster and will outline
how mitigation water is accurmulated, administered, and the benefit individuals calling for

mitigation may expect.

. . . . . - ) \ﬂ
Mitigation will not be required in years when the Mackay Dam fills. 14

[T mitigation is called for, then an early start of the irrigation season will also be called.

Deleted: recharge for
Deleted: purposes

Deleted: recharge

Deleted: approved

Deleted: combined

" peleted: is

" Deteted: in the basin




We reserve the right to modify this plan, However, no modification can take place
during the irrigation season.

paese iy
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BASIN 34 PLAN
for
MITIGATION OF SENIOR SURFACE WATER USERS
_ by
JUNIOR GROUND WATER USERS

February 23, 1993 - $:54pm

General Statement of Purpose and Concept
To prevent or mitigate imjury to senior surface water users in Basin 34 who would

otherwise be injured by ground water withdrawals without curtailing ground water diversions.

Principles : o
Ground water users, other than smali domestic and stock water users, in Basin 34
upgradient from the "A" line will be regulated by priority along with surface water users in the

Basin unless the ground water users participate in a mitigation plan approved by the Director.

This plan discusses mitigation through water only. Other options for mitigation may be
presented to the Director for his consideration. '

Mitigation water provided by ground water users will be used solely to augment the
natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from Mackay Dam. No mitigation will occur
prior to May 1 of any year. : '

The amount of mitigation water to be provided by the ground water users will be
determined on an annual basis. The equation developed by Gary Johason, et al, 1991,
determining depletion as a function of pumpage was used as the basis for determining the amount
of mitigation required for a ground water pumper. The equation developed by Johnson, et al; -
is: :

DEPLETION =0.575x PUMPAGE - 14,000

where
DEPLETION = annual depletion of diversions below Mackay Dam in acre-feet.
PUMPAGE = annual pumpage within the entire basin, in acre-feet.
Even though these terms are defined on an annual basis there derivation was based upon
diversions and pumpage during the irrigation season and it can be assumed, because of the minor
nature of any diversion outside of the irrigation season, that this relationship is applicable for
irrigation season diversions. - .

- The DEPLETION identified above is the total depletion from all sources, not just ground
water pumpage. The equation was modified to isolate the DEPLETION caused by ground water
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below Mackay Dam are not being filled by available natural flow and ends with the end of the
irrigation season or when natural flow increases sufficiently to fill all 1905 Big Lost River rights
below Mackay Dam. The rate of angmentation will be such that one-third of the remaining
mitigation supply will be used in the furst one-half of the time remaining in the irrigation season
and the remaining two-thirds of the mitigation supply will be used in the final one-half of the
remaining irrigation season.

Prgcedures

The purpose of these Procedures is 10 describe how the watermaster will regulate ground
water uses in Basin 34. Since regulation by priority alone would mean curtaiiment of nearly all
ground water uses these procedures describe how the watermaster will implement regulation
including augmentation of the natural flow to allow ground water users who have selected
mitigation rather than curtailment to continue to exercise their ground water rights.

Throughout these Procedures the terms mitigation and augmentation will be used.
Mitigation is the action or actions taken by ground water nsers to protect senior surface water
rights. For example, making water available from the ground water user to replace surface water
depleted by ground water pumping is mitigation. Augmentation, on the other hand, is utilization
of the water supplied for mitigation to replace the diminished natural flow. The watermaster

augments the natural flow with water provided by a ground water pumper. For practical

purposes, the two terms can probably be interchanged but in these Procedures and attempt has
been to treat them differently if for not other reason than to help clarify what is being discussed
in these Procedures. ‘ :

The watermaster’s duties include regulation of ground water users in Basin 34 except for
small domestic and small stockwater ground water uses. For the remainder of these Procedures
the duties of the watermaster relative to ground water will be assumed to be wells other than
small domestic and small stockwater uses unless specifically described otherwise.

Ground water uses will be regulated by priority with surface water uses from the main
stem of the Big Lost River below Mackay Dam. Ground water uses will be considered to be "on
regulation” when the natural flow of the Big Lost River below Mackay Dam is not sufficient to
£ill all 1905 and earlier water rights that are curently being requested by the water user to be
delivered by the watermaster (called for).

Ground watér users, or groups of ground water users, who have chosen to mitigate senior
surface water users in order to continue using ground water throughout the irrigation season must
have a mitigation plan approved by the Director of IDWR or they mmust have subscribed to a
mitigation plan already approved by the Director by April 30 of each year. For 1993 mitigation
in the form of water must be 13% of the estimated pumpage by the ground water user while

9
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season. May 1, or as soon thereafter as ground water users go on regulation, will be the day
augmentation is to begin. From Table 1, the days remaining in the irrigation season will be
selecied opposite the day augmentation is to begin. The length of the “first half" of the
augmentation period will then be calculated as: ‘

DAYS REMAINING
p

FIRST HALF =

The augmentation rate in cubic feet per second or "Rate" at which the natural flow will
be augmented during the first haif of the season is calculaied as:

____AMOUNT
5.95xFIRST HALF

RATE,

Where RATE, = the rate of augmentation, in cfs, for the first half of the augmentation
period. _

An example will be used to show how these calculations may be made. Assume, for
purposes of the example that augmentation begins on May 1 because the natural flow of the Big
Lost River betow Mackay is not enough 1o fill all 1905 and earlier water rights being called for.
Also, for purposes of this example, assume the watermaster has accepted 6,000 acre-feet of water
supply from ground water users to be used to augment patural flows. From Table 1, opposite
May 1 the days remaining is found to be 168. The length of the first balf is then calculated as:

FIRST HAL_F=-1§§-='84 days

Now the rate at which the augmentation water will be used in the first half is calculated as:
RATE, =59 _-12 cFs

1 505x84

This would be the flow rate, 12 cfs or 600 inches at which the watermaster will begin
augmenting the natural flow of the Big Lost River below Mackay Dam.

To begin augmentation, the watermaster should look first to the water supply that can be
provided by natural flow rights that have been offered as mitigation water. The watermaster




DRAFT
Basin 34 Mitigation Plan
February 23, 1993 - 9:54pm
Page 7

TOTAL MITIGATION REQUIREMENT 728 1,5 s

DAYS = :
AMOUNT PRODUCED PER DAY 6.3

to be used at 8.70 cfs to meet user B’s mitigation requirement. Using the same computations
shows user B’s mitigation Tequirement would be satisfied in 16.9 days at 8.7 cts.

After 11.2 days, when user C has satisfied the 72.8 acre-feet mitigation requirement, the
watermaster must adjust the augmentation for the river. User C would now have the use of the
3.30 cfs, 1886 water right for as long as the augmented natural flow was sufficient to fill that
water right. The watermaster would check to determine if user D’s 1888 water right was good.
If so, user D would be told by the watermaster the 2.40 cfs would not be available for user D’s
use and the watermaster would use that right in the same fashion as user C’s right had been used
earlier. The use of user B’s right would need to be adjusted, however, since user D’s right is
only 2.40 cfs, the use of user B’s right for mitigation would be increased from 8.70 cfs to 9.60
cfs (12 - 2.40 = 9.60). The watermaster would adjust the computations for user B with the
change in use of user B’s right to be sure user B’s mitigation requirement of 291.2 acre-feet was
not exceeded. To do this the watermaster would first compute the amount of water provided at
8.70 cfs for 11.2 days from user B’s water right. '

ACRE-FEET=8.70x112x1.98 =192.9 acre-feet

The remaining 98.3 acre-feet (291.2 - 192.9 = 98.3) would now be satisfied at 9.60 cfs rather
than the earlier 8.70 cfs. Using computations similar to those above 9.60 cfs produces 19 acre-
fect per day and would require 5.2 additional days to satisfy user B’s mitigation requirement.
If, however, after user C’s mitigation amount was satisfied and user 1»’s right was still not on
the watermaster would take the entire 12 cfs of required augmentation from user B. The
computations 1o determine user B’s remaining obligation of 98.3 acre-feet after 11.2 days would
be the same as above. This 98.3 acre-feet would now be satisfied at the rate of 12 cfs or 238
acre-feet per day. At 23.8 acre-feet per day user B’s remaining obligation would be satisfied in
an additional 4.1 days. '

This method of flow augmentation would continue through the list of natural flow water
rights accepted by the watermaster as water supply for augmentation. User A’s water right in
the above example would be used in due course by the watermaster as junior rights were used
to fill mitigation requirements and the watermaster moved to more senior rights for
augmentation. In this example, if the watermaster expected user D’s right might not be good
at any time during a year, the watermaster would have required user D to supply an alternative
source of water. The water user would have given instuctions to the watermaster to use the
natural flow right if possible but if the right was never on, or not on for long enough while
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provide an alternate or supplemental water supply.

If new water is received the watermaster will calculate a new augmentation rate, using
the formula for Rate above, by substituting the new Amount of water offered but leaving the
remainder of the values the same. In the example above 6,000 acre-feet bad been offered for
augmentation and this resulted in an augmentation flow rate of 12 cfs. If, on May 6 the
watermaster received and additional 300 acre-feet as a result of a ground water user whose initial
‘water supply had not been acceptable making an acceptable water supply available to the
watermaster, the water master would recalculate the augmentation rate using 6,300 acre-feet.
Using the formula above the rate of augmentation would be increased to 12.60 cfs on May 7.
These changes should be an infrequent event but will be dealt with in this way when they do
oceur.

The watermaster will need to adjust the augmentation rate such that the final two-thirds
of the water provided for augmentation will be used in the last half of the irrigation season.

Using the example from above, assume the natural flow never reaches a point the 1905
and earlier water rights are satisfied so augmentation continues at 12.6 cfs from May 7 through
July 23, the 84th day of the irrigation season, the end of the first half. The watermaster will
have kept an accounting of the volume of mitigation water used for augmentation. In the
example, if augmentation had been made as planned, 2,100 acre-feet of water, one-third of the
original 6,300 acre-feet, would have been used for augmentation. The actual remaining
augmentation water is calculated to be 4,211 acre-feet (6,300 - [1.98x6x12 + 1.98x78x12.6] =
4,211) (this value can more precisely be determined from the watermaster’s accounting records)
and the Rate at which augmentation must occur to utilize this amount of water in the remaining
half of the season is calculated by:

a7E, - REMAINING VOLUME OF WATER
. 2" 1 08 x REMAINING DAYS OF SEASON

Where RATE, = the rate of augmentation, in cfs, for the second half of the augmentation
period.

For this example, the flow rate calculated is:

RATE = 4211
2 1.98x%4

=25.32 ¢fs

Augmentation at this rate would continue until the end of the irrigation season or until the
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after May 6 and no additional changes were made until July 1. Assume the revised estimates
of ground water usage changed the amount of mitigation water available for the year t0 6,500
acre-feet. The computation of augmentation rate would then be revised on July 2 as follows:

RATE, = 6500

=13.01
b 595184 &

The computation of the augmentation rate for the second half would need to take into
account three different augmentation rates starting with 12 cfs, increasing to 12.6 cis on May
7 and increasing again to 13.01 cfs on July 2. The total volume of water used for augmentation
in the first half is 2106 acre-feet ({12 x 1.98 x 6] + [12.6 X 1.98 x 56] + [13.01 x 1.98 x 22}).
The amount of mitigation water remaining for the second half of the season is then 4,394 acre-
feet (6,500 - 2106) which provides an augmentation rate determined as:

RATE, = 4,394

= =26.42
1.98x34 *®

In all of these procedures thus far the assumption has been made the naturat flow, without
augmentation, was never sufficient to fill all the 1905 and senior water rights. There will occur
situations, however, when the natural flow will fill all the 1905 and senior water rights and no
augmentation will be required for a period of time. There are two circumstances that will be
addressed when all 1905 and senior water rights are being filled.

For the first circumstance, assume on May 1 the natural flow is sufficient to fill all 1903
and senior water rights. No augmentation would be required and the watermaster would deliver
water according to the rights of the water users requesting water. For purposes of discussion
assume the natural flow remained sufficient to fill all 1905 and earlier water rights until June 8.
At this time augmentation would begin based upon the remaining days in the irrigation season.
The first step for the watermaster is to determine the remaining days in the irrigation season.
From Table 1 opposite June 8 under days remaining is 130 days remaining. Then compute the
Jength of the first half by:. :

FIRST HALF =

DAYS Rzzmmﬂve 65 days

Continuing to uvse the amounts from the examples above assume 6,300 acre-feet have been
assigned to the watermaster for mitigation. The augmentation rate for the first half is computed
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augmentation. Starting from June 18 there are 120 days remaining in the irrigation season. The

first half days are then computed to be: | :

| DAYS REMAINING _ .
2

FIRST HALF =

days

Next, the amount of mitigation water remaining is determined to be 5,549 acre-feet (6,000 -
71.98 x 12 x 19]) and the first half augmentation rate is: '

ars, - 35

5 x60

~15.54 ofs

The first half of the current augmentation period ends 60 days after June 18 or on August 16.
To determine the second half augmentation rate use the remaining supply of mitigation water,
3,703 acre-feet (5,549 - {1.98 x 15.54 x 60]) and calculate as follows:

3,703
08 x50

=31.17 ¢f

In the examples above the changes from filling 1905 and earlier water rights to supplying
augmentation at the full calculated rate have been assumed to happen in a single day. There will
no doubt be situations in which all the 1905 and earlier water rights can not be filled from
available matural flow but the full computed augmentation rate exceeds the amount of water
necessary to fill all 1905 and earlier water rights. In these sitnations augmentation will be phased
in such that no more augmentation occurs than is necessary for the 1905 and earlier rights. For
example, if on June 18 above only 8 cfs was needed to be added to the natural flow to fill all
1905 and earlier water rights then that is all the augmentation that should be used instead of
starting immediately with the computed amount of 15.54 cfs. As the natural flow continues to
decrease more and more of the 15.54 cfs would be used to keep the 1905 rights filled until the
full amount was being augmented at which time additional natural flow rights would be cut. The
reduced amount of mitigation water used would need to be accounted for when the second half
augmentation rate was calculated. The same but opposite situation could occur prior o May 20
when the full 12 cfs of augmentation might not be needed to fill all 1905 and earlier water rights
as the river flow increased. In this case the amount of augmentation would be cut back to just
that amount necessary to fill all 1905 and earlier water rights.

The watermaster will cooperate with the ground water users in scheduling the use of



TABLE 1
Table showing days remaining in the irrigation season by date.

Days Days Days
Date Remaining Date Remaining Date Remaining
May 1 168 June 26 i1z Augusit 21 56
May 2 167 June 27 111 August 22 55
May 3 166 June 28 110 august 23 54
May 4 165 June 29 109 August 24 53
May B 164 June 30 108 August 25 52
May 6 163 July 1 107 august 26 51
May 7 162 July 2 106 August 27 b0
May 8 161 July 3 105 August 28 495
May © 160 July 4 104 August 29 48
May 10 159 July 5 103 august 30 47
May 11 158 July & 102 august 31 46
May 12 157 July 7 101 Sept 1 £5
May 13 156 July 8 100 Sept 2 44
May 14 155 July 9 99 Sept 3 43
May 15 154 July 10 98 Sept 4 42
May 16 153 July 11 a7 Sept 5 41
May 17 152 July 12 a6 Sept © 40
May 18 151 July 13 85 Sept 7 39
May 19 150 July 14 94 Sept 8 38
May 20 149 July 15 93 Sept 9 37
‘May 21 148 July 16 92 Sept 10 36
May 22 147 July 17 91 Sept 11 35
May 23 146 July 18 90 Sept 12 34
May 24 145 July 19 89 Sept 13 33
May 25 144 July 20 88 Sept 14 32
May 26 143 July 21 87 Sept 15 31
May 27 142 ' July 22 86 Sept 16 30
May 28 141 July 23 85 Sept 17 29
May 29 140 July 24 84 Sept 18 28
May 30 139 July 25 83 Sept 19 27
May 31 138 July 26 82 Sept 20 26
June 1 137 July 27 81 Sept 21 25
June 2 136 July 28 80 Sept 22 24
June 3 135 July 29 79 Sept 23 23
June 4 134 July 30 - 78 Sept 24 22
June 5 133 July 31 77 ~ Sept 25 21
June 6 132 august 1 76 Sapt 26 20
June 7 131 August 2 75 Sept 27 i9
June 8 130 August 3 74 Sept 28 18
June 9 129 august 4 73 Sept 29 17
June 10 128 August 5 72 Sept 30 16
June 11 127 August 6 71 October 1 15
June 12 126 August 7 70 October 2 14
June 13 125 August 8 69 October 3 13
June 14 124 August 9 68 October 4 12
June 15 123 August 10 67 October 5 11
June 16 122 August 11 66 October 6 10
June 17 121 August 12 65 October 7 9
June 18 120 August 13 64 Ooctober 8 8
June 19 119 August 14 63 October 2 7
June 20 118 August 15 62 October 10 6
June 21 117 August 16 61 October 11 5
June 22 116 August 17 60 October 12 4
June 23 1158 August 18 59 October 13 3
June 24 114 August 19 58 October 14 2
June 25 113 August 20 57 October 15 1



Basin s4 Water Users Mitigation Plan
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This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided to senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meet the requirements of Rule 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-ft of
water to augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River.

The Basin 34 Water Users (Water Users) understand the purpose of mitigation is to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam.
Mitigation by augmenting flows in the Big Lost River does not guarantee any particular
water right will receive a water supply in any year. Mitigation water is not required to be
released when no water can be delivered due to a futile call for delivery of water rights in
the reach of the river where the water rights held by the person calling for mitigation are
diverted.

The Water Master of Water District 34 will administer and provide the accounting
necessary to ensure that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-ft) will be satisfied through
this mitigation plan. All ground water users within district 34 may participate in this plan.
Each groundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan will pay a fee to Water
District 34 to cover the administration of the mitigation. The total mitigation burden is
defined as the total amount of water District 34 groundwater users are required to provide
to the river for mitigation purposes (i.e 6,110 ac-ft). Additionally, the proportion of the
total mitigation burden that each groundwater user is required to provide for mitigation is
defined as the individual mitigation burden. This is based on the individual's proportion of
the previous year's pumpage.

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is
conducted by the Water District's recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573,
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water, Recharge water will be credited to mitigation at a rate equivalent to the
depletion percentage stated in the water distribution rules (for - Water Disirict 34) or
higher as may be determined by future studies. Additionally, future studies may
indicate that recharge may be credited to mitigation for multiple years. When recharge
supplies are of great enough quantities, the entire mitigation burden may be satisfied
with such supplies.

2. CREP - It is likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed in the
CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears 0 be to reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some lands associated with decreed surface water may be
enrolled. At the time of this submission, the details of this program regarding water
rights have not been fully determined and disseminated 1o the public. However, if

allowed by CREP, these un-diverted surface water rights will first be used to satisfy any
individual mitigation burden required from the participant in the CREP program. Any
additional un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to reduce the general
mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower the
percentage of the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users).



3. Donated water -Iirigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect io donate their water
(storage, rotation credit, or decreed) to mitigation. When water is donated, it will be
used to reduce the general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general
mitigation burden to lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by
individual groundwater users).(as opposed to being donated to an individual to satisfy
his individual mitigation burden).

Any water contributed through these avenues, outlined above, will be subtracted from the

total mitigation burden and will reduce each individuals mitigation burden proportionately.

Each individual groundwater user will be required to provide his portion the remainder of

the total mitigation burden based on their the proportion of the ground water he pumped

during the previous year to the tofal ground water pumped in Water District 34 during the
previous year.

Fach groundwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and declare how he

plans to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to Aprit I s, of the

coming irrigation season. Groundwater users may elect to designate water owned by them
for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their mitigation.

Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders who wish to

provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water, or storage water 0 a purchase

pool.

Any groundwater user, who wishes to purchase mitigation water from the purchase pool, to

account for their individual mitigation burden as outlined above, will be able to buy

purchase pool water acquired by the Water Master.

4)

5)

Individual mitigation burdens within this mitigation plan (as opposed to individual

mitigation plans) may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water, storage water,

rotation credit water, ground water (under certain criteria) or a combination of the above.

. Decreed (natural flow) water = Groundwater users will indicate to the Water
Master which surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during approximately
which time period so that the volume of water not diverted equals that individual's
mitigation burden.

-Unless the water is dedicated to mitigation for the entire irrigation season,
groundwater users who choose to contribute natural flow to satisfy their individual
mitigation burden or who offer natural flow water into the purchase pool, must
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director of IDWR that they have forgone a
beneficial use of that water.

- Decreed water, designated for mitigation, that comes from tributaries of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to a canal or
lateral), the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water nto
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or lateral, Thus, tributary water will mitigate the Big Lost
River without physically being delivered there. Permission must be obtained
from the owners of the canals or laterals to place water into the canal or lateral.

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation, will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release at Mackay Dam.

. Storage water = Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights (owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual mitigation burden. The
Water Master will convey this information to the Big Lost River Irrigation District




so they can note the change in nature of use for that water and credit the
appropriate water users' mitigation burden.

_ Rotation credit water ~ Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights will
be rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotation might occur.

. Groundwater - Groundwater may be used for mitigation. However, the Water
Master will only accept groundwater for mitigation purposes under the following
conditions:

. No other source of mitigation is available.
. Water is directly injected into the river or a physical exchange of water
can be
made {o the Big Lost River (this can only occur when the river is running past
the canal in which water is being injected and the physical exchange must
occur at the canal heading where the water is injected).
. The river, canal, or lateral is not dry.
. The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use.
. Water from the well must be measured

. Anyone who uses groundwater to satisty his individual mitigation burden, is
responsible for their own expenditures (power costs etc.) associated with this form
of mitigation.

. Combination = Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Full mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have committed
6,110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water over to the
Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the

period May I through October 15th of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of1905 and earlier, Rule
50.04.c.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment
natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the remaining block portion
of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow for the second half of the
augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02.d.iii will also be considered mitigation
and will be provided from the 6,110 ac-ft of impounded mitigation water. All river flush
water will be considered mitigation and will reduce the 6,110 ac-ft mitigation
obligation on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable to the augmentation component
for the first half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of the
mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example above, except that all
river flush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half of



the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude mdividual
groundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their own
mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6,110 ac-fi water for this plan will be
reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other mitigation plans combined
which are approved by the beginning of the irrigation season.

The Water Users expect the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the
Water Master to administer groundwater rights such that those conjunctively
administered water rights not covered by this mitigation plan or covered by another
approved mitigation plan shall not be allowed to divert during the remainder of the
irrigation season after a call for mitigation as been placed, approved, the criteria for
conjunctive management have been satisfied..

[n order to call for mitigation, individuals must request mitigation before they call for
their irrigation water (rotation into credit is considered a call for water). Additionally, any
requests made after [ July will be evaluated by the Watermaster, in consultation with the
Idaho Department of Water Resources, to determine whether the water right being called
for could be filled by augmenting the river.

If mitigation is called for prior to the irrigation season, then the water users will also
request an early start of the irrigation season

We reserve the right to modify this plan. However, no modification can take place during
the irrigation season.

Any groundwater user who chooses to be covered under this plan after I April will be
required to mitigate with money (by purchasing water from the Watermasters purchase
pool) and will be charged a late fee of an additional $200 or 15%, whichever is greater.
That money will be used to buy mitigation water in the following year and will be applied
to the general mitigation burden.
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This mitigation plan is praposed pursuant io Rule 50 of the Water Drstrict 34 Water
Liiion Rules (IDAPA 37 03.12) for those junior groundwater users whase

ater rights &1¢ sdministered conjunctively s par of the Big Lost River and ‘.Q
cs. These rules provide that junior groundwaier users c&n continue to divert o
-ater when mitigapion 3 provided o senior water rights pursuant to Rute 50 04.
n is ntended o meet the requirements of rale 50.04 by providing 6,110 ac-f of

the Warer Master to augment the ngtural flow of she Big Lost River.

{
n
psin 34 Water Lisers (Water Lisers} uriderstand the purposs of migigation is 10
ot the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Darm.
ion does not SUATINteE any particular weler right will receive a water supply

ditigation waler is not required 10 be released when it would not benefit
watdr|user calling for mitigation.

The [Wiater Master of District 54 will agminister and provide the RCCOURLING Negessary 10 @
ensire/that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-R)1s sccountesd for,

This will be done by collecting miligation water 1n the following mannet’

wcharge - Managed Aquifer Recherge supplies will be the first preferred option for
pfoviding mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are aveilable. Recharge inat is
ducted by the Water District's recharge committes, In complignce with the plan of
eration incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 344757} and 3447573,
onsicered as replrcement waier supplies for quantities of pumped ground
9 " echarge water wil} be credited to mitigation at & rate equivalent to the
iculated depletion from groundwater withdrawa! or higher as may be indicated by
rure tudies. When recharge supplies are of great enough quantities. the entire
tigation burden may be satisfind with such supplies.
Inladvertent mitigation contributioms — During the 2004 jrrigation $eRsON, &
Hunction at the Howell Gauge resulted in non-diversion of decreed rights for about
days when those rights actually should have been delivered, When this, or similar
Feumstances oceur. the individual mitigation burden of groundwaies uscrs whose
ghts were affected will be credited. The remaining water. in excess of the amourt
eded by affected groundwater users. will be credited toward the general mitigation
\rden 10 lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by
dividual groundwater users, Compensation will nat be made for water contrbured
) the general mitigation purden in this manner,
REV - It ig likely that some |ands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed
the CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears 10 he reducing
roundwater withdrawal. some 1ands associated with decreed surface water may be
hrolled. When this ocours, these undiverted surface water rights will first be used to
tisry any individual mitigation burden required from the participant in the C REP
rogram. Any additiona! un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to reduce the
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Y. leral mitigation burden {1.¢. swbtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower
the isercentage of the general mitigation purden required by individual groundwater
k) No compensation fo the decreed water right holder will ogeur for this
Libyution to the general mitigation burden.

nated water - brrigators in the Bi Riysr,drainage may elect 1o donate their
(storage, votation crediL. To mitigation. When water is donated (©
the Water Master (25 apposed 10 being donated 10 n individus! to satisty his
individual mitigation burden) that waser will be used to reguce the genersl mitigation

Hien (i.¢. subtracted from the general mitigaticn burden (o lowes the percentage of
| lpenera) mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users)

Ay \.ﬁ%ﬂwr contributed through these avenues will be subtrected from the total mitigation
purdep| Individual groundwater users will be required to provide the remainder of the
total T tigation burden based on their portion of previous vear's pumpage.

broundwater user will be required 10 cORlAG the Water Master and declare how he
i satisfy his portion of the geners! mitigasion purden priot io Apti 1% of the

fL irmigation s&ason. Groundwater users may elect 10 designate water owned by

or mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals 10 be used for their

mitication. Additionally. the Water Master will acquire water from water night holders

ish to provide their deesiid gurface water, raution Credit water. of storage water 1o

Any groundwater user wha wishes to purchase mitigation watet from the purchase pool
for Pir oown mitigation s outiined abave, wil! be able 1o buy pufchase pool water
aet]

red by the Water Master..
flo

Indivittua}l mitigation burdens may be satisfied in the following ways. ﬁw& waler,

$t0 aﬁt whier, rotation credit water, ground warer (under certain criteria) or a

combination of the sbove.

o | Decreed water - Groundwater users will indicate ta the Water Master which

surface water rights will be used &s mitigation and during approximately which

time period $0 thal the volume of water not diverted equals that ingividual's

mitigation burden.
~Decreed water. designated for mitigation. that comes from tributanies of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river. but dump directly into capals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (to & canal or
lateral). the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water into
thar canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the miaiary
delivers to that canal or lateral. Thus, sributary water will mitigate the Big
Lost River without physically beng delivered there.
- The feEeeed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designared for
mitigation, will become naturs) flow in that portion of the river and will be
deductad from the mitigation volume required for release al Mackay Dam,

_
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s [ Blorage WaIEr - Groundwater users will ndicate which storage fights {owned uf

fented) and amounts witl be used 1o sLisfy their individual mitigation burden.

The Water Master will canvey s information 10 the Big Lost River prrigation
¥strict 50 they can noie the change in nature of use for thay water and credit the

lappropriste warer usérs’ mitigation burden.

& | |Rotarion credil walss - Groundwater ysers will indicate which decreed nights will

be rotated as stored water, and approximately when this rotagan might occur.

¢ || Groundwater - Groundwater may be used by individusls for mitigation. Use of

| this water is at the discretion of the Water Master, However. the Waier Master

| will only accept groundwater for rtigetion purpases pnder the fallowing

| condiions:

e A physical exchange of water can be made to the Big Lost River.

The river. canal. of tateral is not dry.

o other source of mitigation is available.

The mitigation waler can be pui o beneficial use,

8 8 &

Apyone who elects 1o mitigate with groundwater. i3 regponsible for thelr uwn
expenditures (power costs etc.) aysociated with this form of mitigation.

W| Combingtion - Any combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwates user.

Fullimitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the watet right{s) for that
groundwater user s covered under this mitigation plan.

Water L'sers understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
hentation is as illustrated by the following example; The Water Users have
itted 6.110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water
ovet|to the Water Master for miii%\uim purpeses. Mitigation will only ogeur during the
ad May | through October 157 of the year and then only for water tights from the Biy
4 River downstream from the Mackay Dam with prionty dates of 1305 and carlier,
li 50.04.c 1 provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available 1o
g ent natural flow for the fitst half of the augmentation period and the remaining

. portion of the mitigation water will be avmilable 1o sugment natural flow forthe

Ot
nd half of the augmented period.

ine des siored water accumulated by rotation sredits for natural flow decreed water
rights € recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

=

itigation purposes and will be provided from the 6.3 10 ac-A of impounded mitigation
fer. All river fiush water nol deliversd to hasd gates for the first three (3) days afler
sla?sang the flush from the Mackay Dam will be considered recharge mitigation and will
r&uca the 6.110 ac-ft mitigation obligation on an acre-foor for scre-foot basis applicable
0 the gugmeniation componem for the first haif of the mitigation peniod.

3

i‘i flush water as contemplated by Rute 40 02.d.it will also be considered recharge for

- e 3wt

ege , 03 1

ounded water for mitigation 16 watet sccurulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This  fats "&C wuﬁh
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Thy Watcr Users understand accepiance of this mitigstion plan includes distribution of
theimitigation water by the Water Magter as ‘lustrated in the example ghove, except that
x ju:r flush water wilt be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half
mitigation period water supply requirement. This pian does not preciude

Hdual groundwater usefs of other groups of ground Waler Lsers from offering their
jigation plans, The mitigation requirement of 6.110 acft water for this plan will

uced by the amaunt of rrtigation water provided in alt other approved MatigaLion

plgnd combined
THe/Water Users expect the Idaho Depurtment of Water Resources (IDWR} and the
Whter Master to administer groundwaler rights such ihat those conunetively

inistered water rights oot covered by this mitigation plan or covered by anothey
eyiproved mitigation plan <hall not be allowed to divert dyring the remainder of the
“ibrion season afier & call for mitigation is pleced in the basin.

fing the irtigation se2som. water is sometimes present & the Arco Crauge This ooours
ltwo reasons 1) natural flow exceeds irrigation demand of 7) ground waler level rses
Jye the river bottom. Ir sither case mitigation will not oeeud when water is present at
l}\rco Gauge because. 1) either 81l water rights are being satisfied of 2) the
rqundwater pumps have, by definition. not impacted the ynderground water supply.
I

!ii garion will not be required in years when the Mackay Dam fills.

t

mr“

o

ant

r itigation is called for. then an sarly stant of the irnigation season will also be catied.

£
Wh reserve the right (0 modify this plan.
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Basin 34 Water Users Mitigation Plan
1/26/2005

This mitigation plan is proposed pursuant to Rule 50 of the Water District 34 Water
Distribution Rules (IDAPA 37.03.12) for those junior groundwater users whose
groundwater rights are administered conjunctively as part of the Big Lost River and
tributaries. These rules provide that junior groundwater users can continue to divert
ground water when mitigation is provided ro senior water rights pursuant to Rule 50.04.
This plan is intended to meet the requirements of rule 50.04 by providing 6.110 ac-ft of
water to the Water Master to augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River

The Basin 34 Water Users (Water Users) understand the purpose of mitigation is to
augment the natural flow of the Big Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam,
Mitigation does not guarantee any particular water right will receive a water supply in
anv vear. Mitigation water is not required to be released when it wouid not benefit a
water user calling for mitigation.

The Water Master of Distnict 34 will administer and provide the accounting necessary to
ensure that the total mitigation burden (6,110 ac-ft) is accounted for.

This will be done by collecting mitigation water in the following manner:

1. Recharge - Managed Aquifer Recharge supplies will be the first preferred option for
providing mitigation to whatever extent such supplies are available. Recharge that is
conducted by the Water District’s recharge committee, in compliance with the plan of
operation incorporated into and made part of water rights nos. 34-7571 and 34-7573.
will be considered as replacement water supplies for quantities of pumped ground
water. Recharge water will be credited to mitigation at a rate equivalent to the
calculated depletion from groundwater withdrawal or higher as may be indicated by
future studies. When recharge supplies are of great enough quantities, the entire
mitigation burden may be satisfied with such supplies.

Inadvertent mitigation contributions — During the 2004 imgation season. a
malfunction at the Howell Gauge resulted in non-diversion of decreed rights for about
9 davs when those rights actually should have been delivered. When this. or similar
circumstances occur, the individual mitigation burden of groundwater users whose
rights were affected will be credited. The remaining water, m excess of the amount
needed by affected groundwater users, will be credited toward the general mitigation
burden to lower the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by
individual groundwater users. Compensation will not be made for water contributed
to the general mitigation burden in this manner.

CREP — It is likely that some lands within the Big Lost River drainage will be placed
in the CREP program. While the emphasis of that program appears to be to reduce
groundwater withdrawal, some lands associated with decreed surface water may be
enrolled. When this occurs. these un-diverted surface water nights will first be used to
satisfy any individual mitigation burden required from the participant in the CREP
program. Any additional un-diverted decreed surface water will be used to reduce the
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general mitigation burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower
the percentage of the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater
users). No compensation to the decreed water right holder will occur for this
contribution to the general mitigation burden.

4 Donated water - Irrigators in the Big Lost River drainage may elect to donate their
water (storage, rotation credit, or decreed) to mitigation. When water is donated to
the Water Master (as opposed to being donated to an individual to satisfy his
individual mitigation burden) that water will be used to reduce the general mitigation
burden (i.e. subtracted from the general mitigation burden to lower the percentage of
the general mitigation burden required by individual groundwater users).

Anv water contributed through these avenues will be subtracted from the total mitigation
burden. Individual groundwater users will be required to provide the remainder of the
total mitigation burden based on their portion of previous year's pumpage.

Each groundwater user will be required to contact the Water Master and declare how he
plans to satisfy his portion of the general mitigation burden prior to April 17, of the
coming irrigation season. Groundwater users may elect to designate water owned by
them for mitigation or may purchase water from other individuals to be used for their
mitigation. Additionally, the Water Master will acquire water from water right holders
who wish to provide their decreed surface water, rotation credit water. or storage water to
a purchase pool.

Any groundwater user who wishes to purchase mitigation water from the purchase pool
for their own mitigation as outlined above. will be able to buy purchase pool water
acquired by the Water Master..

Individual mitigation burdens may be satisfied in the following ways: decreed water,
storage water, rotation credit water, ground water (under certain criteria) or a
combination of the above.
o Decreed water - Groundwater users will indicate to the Water Master which
surface water rights will be used as mitigation and during approximately which
time period so that the volume of water not diverted equals that individual s
mitigation burden.
- Decreed water. designated for mitigation, that comes from tributaries of the
Big Lost River may also be used for mitigation. Some tributaries may not
come into direct contact with the river, but dump directly into canals or
laterals. When mitigation water is delivered in this manner (1o a canal or
lateral). the Water Master will reduce diversion of Big Lost River water into
that canal or lateral by the measured amount of mitigation water the tributary
delivers to that canal or lateral. Thus. tributary water will mitigate the Big
Lost River without physicallv being delivered there.

- The decreed water upstream from Mackay Reservoir, designated for
mitigation. will become natural flow in that portion of the river and will be
deducted from the mitigation volume required for release at Mackay Dam.

[



e Storage water - Groundwater users will indicate which storage rights {owned or
rented) and amounts will be used to satisfy their individual mitigation burden.
The Water Master will convey this information to the Big Lost River Irmgation
District so they can note the change in nature of use for that water and credit the
appropriate water users’ mitigation burden.

» Rotation credit water - Groundwater users will indicate which decreed rights will
be rotated as stored water. and approximately when this rotation might occur.

e Groundwater - Groundwater may be used by individuals for mitigation. Use of
this water is at the discretion of the Water Master. However, the Water Master
will only accept groundwater for mitigation purposes under the following
conditions:

e A physical exchange of water can be made to the Big Lost River (this can
only occur when the river is running past the canal in which water i3 being
injected).

e The river. canal, or lateral is not dry.

e No other source of mitigation is available.

e The mitigation water can be put to beneficial use.

e Water from the well must be measured

Anvone who elects to mitigate with groundwater. is responsible for their own
expenditures (power costs etc.} associated with this form of mitigation.

o Combination - Anv combination of water indicated above may be used to reach
the individual mitigation burden required of any groundwater user.

Full mitigation by the groundwater user will be required before the water right(s) for that
groundwater user is covered under this mitigation plan.

The Water Users understanding of the implementation of the mitigation through flow
augmentation is as illustrated by the following example: The Water Users have
committed 6.110 ac-ft of impounded water for mitigation and turned the use of that water
over to the Water Master for mitigation purposes. Mitigation will only occur during the
period May 1 through October | 5% of the year and then only for water rights from the Big
Lost River downstream from the Mackay Dam with priority dates of 1905 and earlier.
Rule 30.04.c.i provides a block portion of the mitigation water will be available to
augment natural flow for the first half of the augmentation period and the remaining
block portion of the mitigation water will be available to augment natural flow tor the
second half of the augmented period.

Impounded water for mitigation is water accumulated in the Mackay Reservoir. This
includes stored water accumulated by rotation credits for natural flow decreed water
rights as recognized in the SRBA Decree and the Rules.

River flush water as contemplated by Rule 40.02 d.iii will also be considered recharge for
mitigation purposes and will be provided from the 6,110 ac-ft of impounded mitigation
water. All river flush water will be considered recharge mitigation and will reduce the
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6.110 ac-fi mitigation obligation on an acre-foot for acre-foot basis applicable to the
augmentation component for the first half of the mitigation period.

The Water Users understand acceptance of this mitigation plan includes distribution of
the mitigation water by the Water Master as illustrated in the example above, except that
all river flush water will be credited to mitigation and will be deducted from the first half
of the mitigation period water supply requirement. This plan does not preclude
individual groundwater users or other groups of ground water users from offering their
own mitigation plans. The mitigation requirement of 6,110 ac-fi water for this plan will
be reduced by the amount of mitigation water provided in all other approved mitigation
plans combined.

The Water Users expect the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the
Water Master to administer groundwater rights such that those conjunctively
administered water rights not covered by this mitigation plan or covered by another
approved mitigation pian shall not be allowed to divert during the remainder of the
irrigation season after a call for mitigation is placed in the basin.

'

During the irrigation season. water is sometimes present at the Arco Gauge. This occurs
for two reasons 1) natural flow exceeds irrigation demand or 2) ground water level rises
above the river bottom. In either case mitigation will not occur when water is present at
the Arco Gauge because. 1) either all water nights are being satisfied or 2) the
groundwater pumps have, by definition, not impacted the underground water supply.

In order 1o call for mitigation. individuals must 1) request mitigation before they call for
their irrigation water. 2) have a water right that is on during some portion of the irrigation
season. and 3) participate in a mitigation seminar. This seminar will be conducted by the
Watermaster and will outline how mitigation water is accumulated, administered. and the
benefit individuals calling for mitigation may expect.

Mitigation will not be required in years when the Mackay Dam fills.
If mitigation is called for. then an early start of the irmgation season will also be called.

We reserve the right to modifv this plan. However. no modification can take place
during the irngation season.



