State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

1301 North Orchard Street, Statehouse Mail, Boise, idaho 83720 - (208) 327-7900

CECIL . ANDRUS
GOVERNOR

R. KEITH HIGGINSON
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The Honorable Steve Symms
United States Senator

482 C Street, #305

Idaho Falls, ID 83401

Dear Senator:

Thank you for sending me a copy of the letter you received from Mr. C. P.
Hamilton of Arco, Idaho relative to the water supply situation in the Lost River
Valley area. He is one of many of the local residents from whom we have heard this
last year who have expressed concerns over the need to redrill or deepen existin
domestic wells in the area from Moore to Arco. His problem is caused, in part, %y the
drought conditions which have existed in the valley during the last three summer
seasons. That condition is aggravated by the pumping of water for irrigation purposes
throughout the valley.

Mr. Hamilton describes a meeting which we held in Moore for the purpose of
providing opportunity for anyone to tell us what problems they were experiencing and
to suggest solutions, If Mr. Hamilton was present he did not make that fact known by
signing the attendance sheet on which we asked everyone to register and on which he
could have indicated a desire to make a statement. The people who spoke at the
meeting were not picked by me but were called from those who indicated a desire to be
heard when they signed in. At the end of the meeting I asked several times if there
were any present who wanted to say something who had not had the opportunity. I
continued this request until no more volunteered. Only a very few people left early.
Mr, Hamilton may have been one who did. I am sorry that Mr. Hamilton may have felt
that we used "hand picked speakers” but that is simply not true. Also the meeting was
announced as starting at 7:30 p.m. and we were within 2 or 3 minutes of that time when
I began.

It is obvious that Mr. Hamilton is looking for something, but I fail to see
what his needs are. If he is asking for public funds to assist him in redrilling his
well to follow the declining water table because of the drought then perhaps you can
provide a federal subsidy of some kind.

With regard to the water master and the canal ditch riders. It is not
required of them to actually "ride along the canals". They visit the various river
diversion points and canal headgates to assure that the available water supply is
being delivered in accordance with existing water rights. The water master also
controls the release and delivery of storage water from the Mackay reservoir. Tam
not surprised that Mr. Hamilton has not seen them riding along the canal through his

property.
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I have organized a representative committee from the area with whom I am
meeting to explore options for water management which will result in conjunctive use
of both surface and ground water. There is adequate water available for all present
and projected future needs. However, the relationship of the surface and ground water
of the valley is such that use of one affects the other and a conjunctive management
scheme must be developed to assure that rights and interests are protected. Use of
the shallow ground water by domestic wells is part of the concern. Between Moore and
Arco the water table declines sharply at times as it dips to join the Snake Plain
aquifer. In dry years the dip is steeiper thus causing a lowering of water levels in
shallow wells. If we had shut off all the irrigation pumps this last year, that
action would not have prevented the domestic wells from going dry.

We are working on the matter and only ho]pe that concerned people like Mr.
Hamilton will assist us in arriving at an acceptable solution.

Sincerely,
R7KEITH HIG N
Director
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wited States Senate
August 25, 1989

Department of Water Resources
1301 N. Orchard

Statehouse Mail

Boise, Idaho 83720

ATTN: Keith Higginson, Director

Our previous ingquiry to I.F. office on July 10 has not been
To be fully responsive to my constituents® answered.

inquiries and concerns, the attached is
referred t¢ you for such consideration and

action as may be warranted.

A full and timely report, in duplicate,
should be sent to me at the address checked

below. The outside envelope only should

be marked ATTENTION: THELMA WELKER.

four prompt attention to this is appreciated.

STEVE SYmMs &

]

Coeur d’'Alene Office
305 Federal Building
Coeur d'Alene 83814
(208 664-5480

United States Senator
REPLY TO:
i {1 o
Boise Office Lewiston Office Moscow Office
Box 1180 301 D Street £103 105 Federal Building
Boise 83701 Lewiston B3501 Moscow 83843
{208) 334-1776 {208) 743-1492 {208) 882.5660
YORXX 0 0
Idaho Fails Office Pocatello Office Twin Falis Office
482 C Street £305 207 Federal Building 401 2nd St. N. #1086
idaho Falls 83401 Pocatelio 83201 Twin Falls 83301

(208) 5622-9779 (208) 236-6775 (208} 734-2516
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