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CONNIE BRANDAU
HC 79 BOX 61
MELBA ID 83641

RE: Pro-rata Voting

Hi Connie:

It seems we are making the vote tabulation harder than necessary.
The statute (I.cC. S42-605(4)) specifies "a number of votes equal to
the average dollar amount and any fraction thereof assessed for
that person’s qualifying water right for the previous five (5)
Years". I interpret that to mean the dollar amount due based on
cfs delivered in any given year, and not the whole budget
distribution. However, John Westra thinks that the use of either
amount could be acceptable. It’s just one more detail to confirm
before the vote! The default method is actual deliveries.

Since the yearly dollar amount assessed is derived directly from
the yearly cfs delivered, either value could be used for purposes
of pro-rata vote and would be proportionally correct. Also, a
total is proportional to an average, so if a total is what you
have, there is no need to calculate averages. The final tally will
simply be bigger numbers. Your 7-year totals of cfs delivered work
just fine for a vote tally without any modification. On the
attached page I have summed the cfs totals of the "yes" votes and
compared the result to the cfs total of the single "no" vote. Note
that fractions are rounded up to the next whole number. This is
verification enough that the resolution would have passed using
either a straight or a pro-rata vote.

I have placed a copy of the tally sheet in the 1996 file and have
returned a copy to you for your records.

Until next time!

Sincerely,

Lol —

Cindy Hodges
Sr. Water Resource Agent

Enclosure
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