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¢ DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

\ 1301 North Orchard Street, Statehouse Mail, Boise, Idaho 83720-9000
: Phone: (208) 327-7900 FAX: (208) 327-7866

‘ PHILIP E. BATT
GOVERNOR

February 21, 1995 R. KEITH HIGGINSON
’ DIRECTOR

Arlin Olson

Watermaster, Water District 29
Box 644

Lava Hot Springs, ID 83246

Re: 1994 Portneuf River Summary Correction
Dear Arlin:

I discovered that the 1994 river summary which I sent you under
the cover letter dated Feruary 7, 1995 contained an error.
Specifically, the calculated field for 'Natural Flow at Topaz',
column no. 11 on the report, was incorrect for most dates.

I apologize for the error.

Sincerely,
%ﬂ"-
Tim Luke

Water Allocations

cc: Eastern Region
Howard Hall, McCammon Ditch Co.
Ervin Gilbert, Portneuf-Marsh Valley Canal Co.
Roger Johnson, Portneuf Irrigating Co.
Shane Irick, Lava Irrigation
Gene Fagant, Dempsey-Topaz
Rondo Perkins
- KV Hansen
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STATE WATER DISTRICT NO. 29
PORTNEUF RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

HYDROLOGIC SUMMARY

The 1994 water year was the fourth lowest runoff year on
record (period of record 1920-1994). Actual total runoff for the
water year ending October 1, 1994 was 92,700 acre-feet, which is
about 64 percent of normal. The 1994 actual runoff was about
10,000 acre-feet greater than actual total runoff in 1992, which
was the lowest runoff year on record. Attachments A and B are
hydrographs for Portneuf River at Topaz which show annual total
runoff between 1920 and 1994, and comparison of historical mean
annual monthly runoff versus mean monthly flows for the past
three years.

Natural flow rights on the Portneuf River were cut very
early in the season. The 1898 priority right for the Dempsey-
Topaz Ditch was completely cut off on June 1. The July 1, 1889
priority right for the Lava Irrigation Ditch was completely cut
off on June 12. The June 11, 1889 priority McCammon Ditch right
was cut to 0 cfs on July 11, and reinstated beginning on August
3. Significant cuts on this McCammon Ditch right began as early
as mid-June. Rights with priorities earlier than June 11, 1889
were either filled or capable of being satisfied during the
irrigation season.

Storage fill at, and delivery from the Chesterfield Reservoir was
poor. Deliveries from the reservoir to the Portneuf-Marsh Valley
Canal began on May 5 and ended on August 15, a total of about 100
days.

A summary of 1994 river diversions and flows for the 1994
irrigation season is attached.
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