




























To:

From

Date:

MEMORANDUM FOR APPLICATION # 3500, CONTRACT #2232

Water Right(s) 61 -121 54

Darin Vrem

July 26,2Q26

Review & Analysis of Application to Lease Water to the State Water Supply BankRe

PURPOSE/NARRATIVE:
On March 20, 2026, Lease Application 3500 was received by the ldaho Department of Water
Resources as part of a lease-rental package with Rental Application 3501. The correct fee
amount of $250.00 (Receipt C125396) was received with the application. The applicant
proposes to lease a portion of water right of 61-12154 to the Water Supply Bank (Bank) for the
irrigation of 5.0 acres with a proportional rate of 0.08 cfs and volume of 20.0 af for a term of
three years,2026-2028. This water right has not been previously leased to the Bank. On August
12,2026, the applicant submitted an email regarding Rental Application 3501 requesting that no
fee be charged to the owner of water right 61 -12154 and only the administrative fee retained by
the Board.

The proposed point of diversion (POD) and place of use (POU) are within the Snake River
Basin Moratorium Area, Mountain Home Ground Water Management Area, and the Trust Area.

AUTHORITY TO FILE:
Scott Sornson, the owner of record for water right 61-1 2154, signed the application on March
12,2026.

WATER RIGHT VALIDITY:
The partial decree for WR 61-12154 allocates a full rate of 0.10 cfs and a volume of 22.4 af for
the irrigation of 5.6 acres. This Right has not been previously leased to the Bank. Sentinel
satellite imagery from 2022 and Google Earth aerial imagery from 2023 show that the POU
received early season irrigation both of those years, see page 2. The water right season of use
is 4101 to 10/31 , with potential extensions allowing for a start date as early as 3/15. There are no
concerns with the validity of the water right and portion offered to the bank.

ENLARGEMENT OF USE:
The POD, a groundwater well, is shared with three other irrigation water rights. There are no
overlapping water rights at POU. The proposed lease water quantity is less than decreed: 0.08
cfs and 20.0 af for the irrigation of 5 acres. This lease will not result in an enlargement of use.

LOCAL PUBLIC INTEREST:
Accepting valid rights into the water supply bank to provide water for new and supplemental
uses is in the local public interest.

DEPARTMENT STAFF OR WATERMASTER GOMMENTS:
The location of the water right POD is within IDWR's Western Region and Water District 161. A
request for comment regarding the proposed lease was sent on July 8,2026. No comments
were received.
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Sentinel satellite image
Elmore Co., lD, May 18,

2022. Outline is the lease
POU.
(T1 1 PH_S2A_2022021 8_ClR)
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Google Earth image of Elmore County, ldaho, Apri|24,2023. Black outline is the Lease POU
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