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MAYFIELD RANCH’S RESPONSE 

TO JUNIPER’S MOTION TO 

STRIKE 

 

  

 Mayfield Ranch Estates, LLC (“Current Mayfield”),1 by and through its counsel of 

record, Givens Pursley LLP, and pursuant Rule of Procedure 220.02.b (IDAPA 

37.01.01.220.02.b), submits this brief in response to the Motion to Strike Brief Filed By Mayfield 

Ranch Estates, LLC (“Motion to Strike”) filed by Juniper Station Farm, LLC (“Juniper”) on July 

2, 2026. 

INTRODUCTION 

 Juniper’s Motion to Strike has no merit.  Indeed, it is unfortunate that the Department’s 

rules do not allow for awards of attorney fees or sanctions against a party for pursuing arguments 

 
1 For clarity, in this brief, Mayfield Ranch Estates, LLC (the current permit owner) will be referred to as 

“Current Mayfield” and Mayfield Ranch, LLC (the former permit owner) will be referred to as “Prior Mayfield.”  

As explained in the main text, Current Mayfield acquired the project and water permit from Prior Mayfield in 

January 2026.  Current Mayfield’s Opening Brief, filed on June 26, 2026, simply used the moniker “Mayfield 

Ranch” in an attempt to avoid confusion about who owns the water permit at issue. 
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unfounded in fact or law to deter such frivolous motions as Juniper’s Motion to Strike.   

 Juniper’s Motion to Strike asks the Hearing Officer to reject a brief filed by the current 

owner of permit no. 63-35473 (“Permit”).  There is no question that Current Mayfield is the 

owner of the Permit, having acquired it from Prior Mayfield in January 2026.  Attached for the 

Hearing Officer’s reference is a copy of the Notice of Change in Water Right Ownership filed by 

Current Mayfield on June 29, 2026, together with a copy of the conveyance document. See 

Exhibit A, attached. 

In sum, Juniper’s Motion to Strike urges the Hearing Officer to ignore the brief filed by 

Current Mayfield, the real party in interest.  If Current Mayfield is not entitled to file a brief, then 

Juniper’s position must be that a brief from a non-party in interest—Prior Mayfield—would be 

proper, or that no brief is allowed in support of the Permit.  Whatever Juniper’s position might 

be, it is not supported by fact or law. 

ARGUMENT 

 On January 20, 2026, Prior Mayfield conveyed its real property2 located in Elmore 

County (“Property”) to Current Mayfield.  See Exhibit A. That conveyance was inclusive of “all 

rights and privileges appurtenant or to become appurtenant to the Property.” Id. As such, Current 

Mayfield became the lawful owner of the Permit on January 20, 2026. See I.C. § 55-617(1) (“A 

transfer of real property passes appurtenant water rights . . . permitted or licensed by the 

department of water resources pursuant to chapter 2, title 42, Idaho Code . . . and that are owned 

by the seller and are not reserved by the seller in the instrument of conveyance.”); see also Joyce 

 
2 The real property is more particularly described in Exhibit A, which contains a true and correct copy of 

the deed executed by Mayfield Ranch, LLC on January 20, 2026.  
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Livestock Co. v. United States, 144 Idaho 1, 14, 156 P.3d 502, 515 (2007) (explaining that water 

rights pass with the land unless expressly reserved by the grantor in the deed).  

 Juniper argues that Current Mayfield cannot be the proper owner of the Permit because a 

change of ownership form was not filed within 120 days of the conveyance. See Motion to Strike 

at 3 n.1.  This argument is nonsensical.  The Department’s processing of a notice of change of 

ownership is administrative only; it is not a determination of water right ownership: “Any action 

by the department updating the ownership of a water right in the department's records . . . is not a 

determination of water right ownership.” I.C. § 42-248(8).  

 As the owner of the Permit, Current Mayfield properly filed a brief in response to the 

Hearing Officer’s Request for Briefing on June 26, 2026 (“Opening Brief”).  And, to reflect the 

recent change of ownership, Current Mayfield modified the caption by substituting Mayfield 

Ranch Estates, LLC in the place of Mayfield Ranch, LLC.3  See Opening Brief at 1.   

In addition, the Opening Brief expressly stated that the real property and water permit 

associated with the project had been conveyed to Current Mayfield on January 20, 2026 and that 

a Notice of Change in Water Right Ownership was actively being prepared. See id. at 1 n.1. Said 

notice was subsequently filed with the Department on June 29, 2026. See Exhibit A.  

 It is well settled that the owner of a water right is the real party in interest in an action 

relating to said water right. See, e.g., Carrington v. Crandall, 63 Idaho 651, 124 P.2d 914, 915–

17 (1942) (finding prior owner of land with appurtenant water rights was not the real party in 

interest and was therefore incapable of prosecuting a quiet title action relating to those rights); 

see also McInturff v. Shippy, 165 Idaho 489, 494, 447 P.3d 937, 942 (2019) (“Cedar Creek is a 

 
3 Current Mayfield notes that the Department’s Procedure Rules do not provide a clear mechanism by 

which the real party in interest may be substituted in upon a change of ownership.   
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real party in interest because it owns the land to which the water right at issue is appurtenant.”). 

That is because it is only “the person who will be entitled to the benefits of the action if 

successful . . . who is actually and substantially interested in the subject matter.” Carrington, 124 

P.2d at 917. 

 Because Current Mayfield owns the Permit and the real property upon which the water 

diverted under the Permit is to be applied, it is Current Mayfield that is “actually and 

substantially interested” in the outcome of this proceeding. Therefore, Current Mayfield is 

“entitled as of right to be admitted as a party,” and Current Mayfield properly sought as much 

with its filing of the Opening Brief.  See IDAPA 37.01.01.002.12 (defining a “party” as “[e]ach 

person named or admitted as a party, or properly seeking and entitled as of right to be admitted 

as a party, including as an applicant, petitioner, respondent, protestant, or intervenor”).  

In short, Current Mayfield is the real party in interest and a “party” under IDAPA 

37.01.01.002.12.  Because Current Mayfield properly and timely filed briefing in response to the 

Hearing Officer’s Request for Briefs, the Hearing Officer must reject Juniper’s frivolous Motion 

to Strike.   

CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Current Mayfield respectfully requests that the Hearing 

Officer summarily reject the Motion to Strike. 

DATED July 5th, 2026.     

 

  

        

GIVENS PURSLEY LLP 

By:   

Megann E. Meier  

 

 

By:__________________________ 

 Megann E. Meier 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 5th day of July, 2026, a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing was filed electronically with the Idaho Department of Water Resources 

(file@idwr.idaho.gov) and served by email as indicated below. 

 

Juniper Station Farm LLC 

MCHUGH BROMLEY PLLC 

Chris Bromley  

Candice M. McHugh 

cbromley@mchughbromley.com 

cmchugh@mchughbromley.com 

 

Mayfield Townsite LLC 

PARSONS BEHLE & LATIMER 

Norman Semanko 

nsemanko@parsonsbehle.com  

 

Bowns Creek Properties LLC 

SAWTOOTH LAW OFFICES PLLC 

S. Bryce Farris  

bryce@sawtoothlaw.com 

 

James Cefalo 

Idaho Department of Water Resources, 

Eastern Regional Manager 

James.Cefalo@idwr.idaho.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

By  /s/  Megann E. Meier_______ 

            Megann E. Meier  



Exhibit A 

  Mayfield Ranch Estates, LLC’s Notice of Change in Water Right 

Ownership (received June 29, 2026)  
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