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DEPT. OF WATER RESOURCES

Governor Brad Little Director Mathew Weaver

June 1, 2026

DAN H BURTON
25875 N 106TH WAY
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85255

RE: Notice of Potential Curtailment for Diversion of Trust Water Rights Affecting Water
Rights: 37-12864

Dear Water Right Holder(s),

Idaho Department of Water Resources’ (Department) water right records list you as an owner,
representative of the owner, or having a security interest in a water right or permit that authorizes
diversion of “Trust Water” pursuant to the Swan Falls Settlement.! The purpose of this letter is to
remind water users that water rights or permits that divert Trust Water may be curtailed when
flows in the Snake River at the Murphy Gage fall below established minimum stream flows:
5,600 cubic feet per second (cfs) during the non-irrigation season and 3,900 cfs during the
irrigation season.? '

Importantly, the flow at Murphy Gage fell below the minimum for six days in late March of this
year during the non-irrigation season. The Department recently issued a Spring Forecast for
flows at the Murphy Gage which predicts flow rates at the Murphy Gage may fall below the
minimum stream flow of 3,900 cfs in late June / early July of this year. As a result, your water
right(s) may need to be curtailed.

Your water right(s) referenced in the subject line is/are identified as authorizing you to divert
Trust Water. You are required to cease diverting Trust Water for consumptive uses when the
minimum flow at Murphy is not met unless your right includes a condition explicitly stating it is
entirely non-consumptive or is mitigated for. It is your responsibility to use your water right
according to the elements and conditions of the water right and pursuant to watermaster
instructions if you are within a water district. If your water right is administered within a water
district created according to Title 42 Chapter 6, [daho Code, your watermaster may contact you
to discuss possible curtailment.

! The Swan Falls Settlement between the State of Idaho and the Idaho Power Company resolved a major dispute
over the use of Snake River water. More information on the settlement can be found on the Department’s website at
https://idwr.idaho.gov/settlements/swan-falls-settlement/.

2 For purposes of water right administration, the flow in the Snake River at the Murphy Gage is determined based on
the three-day adjusted average daily flow (AADF) at the Murphy Gage.
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Please see the following for resources to help you in anticipation of the low flows at the Murphy
Gage.

To learn more about the Swan Falls Settlement, monitor flow rates at the Murphy Gage, review
your water right(s) and associated conditions, and view all Trust Water Rights in Idaho, click the
link on the Department’s home page, use the QR code below, or use this link:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b7¢36b3a2b014b79b3c2¢c2b24al 7ad2 1/page/Find-

To subscribe to receive automatic daily notification of the AADF and notification that the
minimums streamflow is not being met, use the QR code or this link:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts

The Department is issuing this notice to provide advance warning so that you can take actions to
minimize impacts to growing crops or other losses that could occur if your water right is
curtailed. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have questions, please feel free to
contact the Water Administration Bureau at (208) 287-4800.

Sincerely,

PR

Nick Miller
Water Administration Bureau Chief
Idaho Department of Water Resources





