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Liberty Pipeline inc.

Liberty pipeline inc. began in 1926 when James Alfred Hymas and some Neighbor’s got together
and created a pipeline from the land James owned down to there homes in Liberty idaho.

Eva Hymas his daughter included this in her history of her father.

William Morgan gives reference to the pipeline in his journals highlighting certain dates of
events on the pipeline in his journal.

Meetings of the Liberty pipeline co. are shown with James Alfred Hymas as President. He died in
1958. They discussed the conditions of the old pipeline and repairing or replacing it.

Evidence of 3 lines exists at the point of diversion along with the cement box referenced in
William Morgans journal.

The first one being a wooden pipeline with metal bands. These date back to the early 1900s to
no later than 1930 for being used

The second line that was installed in 1959 was a Transite water pipe along with a new 8 by 8
tank as referenced by meeting notes.

The third line was installed in 1993 changing over to a PVCline.

The tank is still the one installed in 1959 but medernized with a sealed off lid and modern shut
off valve.

The pipeline has flowed to the same areas and homes with only small changes over the course
off 100 years.

| have been a witness to the pipeline my entire life starting in 1962. My sisters Shellie Thompson
and Debbie Sleight have been witnesses of it also having lived in the red brick house and later Irl
C. Nyes home. Trista Morgan has also been a witness of the pipeline her entire life.

Many pictures will show the wooden pipe, the transite pipe, the old cement box and lid, water
being used from aerials at the church and Don B Hemmert’s home having acquired it from Irl C
Nye.

A picture is also included from the old store that burned down where Fayon Pugmire had a
share.

A list of property owners is also listed; this was easy once Journal entries and meeting minutes
fit into their respective time frames.

Pictures will be shown of the Irl C. Nye sawmill and the old and new churches in Liberty Idaho.



Google earth has been used to draft lines of the pipelines at different times from 1926 until
today.

Owners of land the pipeline has served are as follows.

1. Ivan Hymas property

a. First and second pipeline on property
b. 1993- Jay Hymas hooked to home.
c. Brian Hymas today

2. Simpson Hymas property
a. First pipeline
b. 1959- George Lyon
c. 1993- George Lyon
d. Lorenzo Riddle today

3. James Alfred Hymas property ‘
a. First pipeline
b. 1959-Lane Hymas
c. 1993- Richard Burgoyne
d. Garry Forsgren today

4. Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day saints
a. First pipeline
b. 1959 Park and Church
c. 1993 park
d. Today

5. Irl C. Nye property
a. First pipeline
b. 1959- Irl C Nye
c. 1993 Don B Hemmert
d. Jace Eborn today



6. Irl C Nye property
a. First pipeline
b. 1959- Don B Hemmert
¢, 1993 Dan W. Hemmert
d. Dan W Hemmert today

7. William Morgan property
a. First pipeline
b. 1959-Evan Morgan
c. 1993-Grant Morgan
d. Trista Morgan today

8. Torrey Austin property
a. First pipeline
b. 1959
c. Roger Hymas-burned down.

9. Fayon Pugmire old school and store line.
store burned down and school was torn down

1926 to 1959 cement box at head flowing down a wooden pipe wrapped in steel bands.
1959 to 1993 8 by 8 galvanized culvert with cement bottom and transite pipe

1993 to present 8 by 8 tank modernized and sealed with new shut off valve and PVC pipe

Signed -
President: Dan W Hemmert = ~ I M

Secretary: Trista Morg;{ " ) /L-’i»:l.pl_/.[“




James Alfred Hymas

James Alfred Hymas
Written by his daughter Eva Hymas

James Alfred Hymas was born july 16, 1875, in Hyde Park, Cache County, Utah. He was the third
child and the eldest son of James and Sarah Cornelia Evans Hymas. His parents owned their
home, a farm, cattle and sheep. They were called by church authorities to help colonize Bear
Lake. At this time it was supposed that Bear Lake was in Utah, but more accurate surveying found
that the larger part belonged to Idaho. The family, consisting of the parents and six children,
moved to Bear Lake in the summer of 1882. They built a cabin on land obtained by the
Homestead Act. This land was a very fertile plot on Mile's Creek, just east of Worthy Beck's home.
James was seven at that time. In the early fall of 1882 James accompanied his father back to Hyde
Park to trail the sheep to their new home. It took several long, hard days and the last night they
camped in Emigration Canyon where his father nearly choked with a bad case of quinsy.

In the coming years six more children came to the join the six they had when they moved from
Utah. The children were Sarah Ann, Susan Cornelia, James Alfred, Lavernia, Orson William, Mary,
Ernest David, Jennie Ethel, Willard John, Lyman Alma, Eva Myrtle and Simpson Evans. There was
always a feeling of comradeship and closeness among the children in this family. Even as adults
they enjoyed being together and helped each other out. They referred to themselves as "the
twelve tribes.” In the year of 1895 the family contracted a disease called membranous croup
(diphtheria). Within the space of less than a month, Eva (age 5), Willard (age 9), and Mary (age 14)
died. This was a very tragic time.

The children attended school in Lanark and Liberty. The distance was about the same. The family
moved onto the land that now belongs to Lane. They built a cabin on what is now known as the
seventeen acre piece. The land ran west to almost the forest boundary. They gained this land by
the Homestead Act with the U.S. Government. As the oldest boy in the family, Jim spent many
hours of work on the family farm. It gave him a deep appreciation of the value of land. He was to
spend his whole life securing clear title to his farms.

On account of the heavy winters and no roads, they would move back to the original home for
winters. When the title was cleared they built a new two-story home on the hill south of Liberty.

€. 2026 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. Al rights reserved. No part of this documient may De rep inted or reproduced i
any farm for any purpose without prior wiitten permission.
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This was the year of 1898, The family farmed and raised sheep and cattle.

The church gave a course for prospective missionaries at Fielding Academy. james attended and
graduated.

On April 7, 1904, James and Ella Matthews were married in the Salt Lake Temple. They bought a
lot from Charles and Susan Nelson on the Liberty townsite. This lot was the one that was assigned
and deeded to Samuel Matthews, Ella’s father, when he came to Bear Lake. He later sold it to
move to East Liberty on his farm land. The first home James and Ella owned was a two-room log
cabin just west of the present home.

On March 13, 1905, their first child, James Samuel, was born. He was a beautiful healthy baby, but
his back was injured at birth and he died March 19, 1905. On October 6, 1905, James left to serve
an LDS mission in the California Mission. The California Mission then consisted of the entire state.
James served in all the major cities. Elder Joseph Robinson, whom he dearly loved, was his
mission president. Elder Russell Shepherd of Paris was one of his companions. He and Russell
remained friends for life. James was laboring in San Francisco when the great earthquake and fire
destroyed the city. The quake occurred during the night. The elders and their host family barely
escaped with just what they could quickly gather up. The woman of the house was a bed-ridden
invalid and they carried her to safety. One of the church members operated a horse-drawn dray.
He quickly came with his dray and hauled the elders' trunks and buried them on the beach until
things were under control and new living quarters were found. Many nights the elders slept in
Golden Gate Park and joined the bread lines for what little they ate. Usually the food was gone
just before their turn came. Missionary efforts were discontinued during this time while they
assisted those injured, homeless and lost. They dug one woman out of the debris several days
later, still alive. They assisted with the burials of the victims, fought fire and quarded against
looters. Communication and transportation were crippled. Railroad lines were torn up, twisted or
even buried. While this was going on the folks at home were desperate for news, which didn't
come until much later. James was honorably discharged and returned home in October, 1907, to
his wife, Ell, and their nephew Harold Pugmire, who had lived with them since their marriage

During the mission years Ell had worked for wages. She worked for her sister, Emily Rich. The
going wage was one dollar and fifty cents per week. Since Ella was supporting a missionary her
wages were raised to two dollars a week. The last year she and Harold moved home and she
milked nine cows, loaned to her by her father and father-in-law. Bishop Edwin Austin was the only

£:2026 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All nignts reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in
any form for any purpose wathout DOor wWHLten Permissisi.
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person with a Montgomery Ward catalog. He would not lend it, but he would order for people.
Ella took her money and had him order her a cream separator, then she sold the cream.

While jim was in California his father, James Hymas, became ill with an unknown sickness.
Thinking that a change of climate might improve his health, he, his wife Sarah, and youngest son,
Sim went to California for the winter. Jim, Ella and Harold moved out on the hill to stay with Jennie
and Lyman and run the farm. The change of climate was of no avail and they returned home in
the spring. Grandfather was an invalid until he passed away at his home July 2, 1908. The boys
bought Grandmother's and the girl's portions of the farm. James portion was the section Harold
now owns and a partnership with Ernest on the hay land in the bottoms. Latter James bought
Ernest's share and in the summer the family would camp their during hay season and then feed
the cattle in the winter. When Orson's share was for sale, James sold the hay land and cattle and
bought the farm land now in the family. James gave his mother half of the townsite lot and they
built her a comfortable home where she spent the rest of her life.

In 1918 James and Ella contracted Louis Booth and Arnasa Linford to build their new home where
they happily reared their family and finished their lives. Children born to them were james
Samuel, Eva, Lucille, Lane Evans, Virginia, Glen Matthews, Mont Matthews and Jennie.

In 1922 the entire family contracted the deadly Spanish Influenza. Jennie, six months old, quietly
passed away in her mothers arms, March 12, 1922. Mont contracted rheumatic fever which
severely damaged his heart. He lived two years as a semi-invalid until March 16,1929, at the age
of nine.

James was a civic-minded and religious man. He served in the Liberty Ward bishopric for eighteen
years, as first counselor to Bishop William R. Morgan. He served as president of the YYM.M.LA,,
ward organist, ward chorister, Chairman of the Stake Genealogical Society, and on the Stake
Sunday School Board. He blessed and gave dozens of babies their names. He baptized each of his
own children, in the local streams, on their eighth birthday, no matter the weather, except for
Lane. His birthday happened to come on stake baptismal day, so he was taken to Paris to the
heated font and baptized by Clyde Richards. Glen and Eva tell horrible tales about their baptism in
January and November. Another family birthday tradition was to "allow" the birthday person to do
all the praying at meals and family prayers.

< 2026 by intellectuat Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in
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James served on the school board many years. He, James Olsen and S.W. Matthews formed a
committee which brought the first electrical service to Liberty in 1919. He was one of the
founders of the Black and White Days (dairy promotion). He was one of the builders of the open-
air dance hall in Liberty. He played the trombone in a dance band for several years. James had the
first telephone in Liberty. He and the forest ranger, Charles Hess, installed it. They put one in the
house and one out to the granary to see if they would work. They did. This was the beginning of
the locally owned telephone service in Liberty, consisting of ten subscribers, all on the same party
line. With a group of neighbors he formed a corporation and piped water to their homes from the
spring up on his property. The spring is still providing water for this group, and it is the best
water in the area.

Jim liked good horses. He always had a team for Ella to drive, and while she was Relief Society
President, she had a little buggy to get around Liberty in. In later years he kept an appaloosa in
the field by his home.

In later life James contracted Sugar Diabetes which bothered him for years. He and Ella
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on April 7, 1954. James passed away November 18,
1958 at the Caribou County Hospital, Soda Springs, Idaho. His funeral was November 21, 1958, in
Liberty, with internment in the Liberty, Idaho Cemetery.

7: 2026 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc, Al righte reserved. Na part of this document may be reprinted o repraducedin
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Liberty Pipeline inc

Legend
This map shows lines and property of water usage.

< 1926 and 1959 path
<» 1993 line path
" property

L
<» school and Fayon pugmire line
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3/19/26, 6:53 PM wooden stave pipeline years of use - Google Search

éﬁy wooden stave pipelineyearsofuse X = & @ Q A o

AlMode All Shopping Images Videos Forums Shortvideos More ~  Tools ~

Did you mean: wood stave pipeline years of use

~¢- Al Overview

Wooden stave pipelines, common in North America from the 1860s to
the 1920s, typically lasted 20 to 50+ years, with some treated
examples remaining in service for over 90 years. Constructed from
cedar or redwood and bound with steel wire, these pipes are still found
in older cities, though they are prone to significant leakage and
gradual rotting over time. @ Utah State Historic Preservation Offic... +4

Key Details on Lifespan and Usage:

» Typical Lifespan: While designed to last at least 20 years, many pipelines lasted over
50 years, and some installed in 1925 were intended to last 90 years, according to
Reddit users.

» Decay and Integrity: The pipes rot over time; however, if kept under constant
pressure, they can maintain functionality for decades, even when surrounding earth
makes them structurally unstable.

« Common Locations: Extensively used in the Pacific Northwest and Western US for
municipal water systems, often replacing more expensive cast iron.

» Examples of Longevity:

o Bellingham, Washington: A 6-foot diameter cedar pipe installed in 1940 is still in
use.

o Denver, Colorado: Used from the 1880s, with the last major lines replaced by 1964,
note Denver Water.

o |daho: Sections of 120-130 year old pipes have been excavated, as reported in this
Facebook post.

» Inefficiency: By their later years, these pipes often experience extreme water loss
(e.g., up to 40% loss in some systems), as noted in this YouTube video. € Facebook +6

https://www.google.com/search?q=wooden+stave+pipeline+years+oftuse&sca_esv=4f31c1751e6f8c43&sxstf=ANbL-n52dwjOh_kOkBe xzHO9yNGIdly... 1/5
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Evidence of box at diversion point




Tank installed in 1959. Modernized in 1993 with new
sealed top and gate valve
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Hoses visible on church lawn in 1964
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Hose visible at Irl Nye Don B Hemmert property in1964




3/24/26, 11:39 AM IMG_3130.jpg
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Trench line is visible dark spot by road







Liberty church and rec hall. Coal boiler smokestack to right




Liberty store in the 1950’s
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Present day pipeline path
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3/14/26, 5:06 AM

Joseph Bee

Former building contractor Joseph
Hepworth Bee, 99, Firth, died June
25, 1984, at the home of his daughter
in Firth. 52

He was born
Oct. 4, 1884, at
Bloomington to
Richard and
Mary Jane Hep-
worth Bee.

He attended
school at Bloo-
mington until he
was eight when |

he moved to
Georgetown with
his family. While
he was a young Joseph Bee
boy, he took a correspondent course
and became a mechanical and elec-
trical engineer.

During his life he farmed and
worked as a building contractor. He
was instrumental in building the first
electrical power systems in Star Val-
ley, Wyo., Grace and Mt. Pelier.

He began playing in dance bands
while he was a young man and was
an accomplished violinist and trom-
bonist. He later organized his own
dance band and played throughout
the Bear Lake area.

FamilySearch.org

"On Dec. 22, 1509, he married Syl-
via Leone Stoddard in the Salt Lake
LDS Temple.

They made tieir home in George-
town until she died in 1961. He then
lived with his children.

He was a member of the LDS
Church.

Surivors include one son, Willard
Roland Bee, Escalante, Utah; four
daughters, Relia Hokanson, Firth,
Marilyn TJaussi, Smithfield, Utah,
Bonnie Pearce, Richmond, Utah,
and Laverne Ciay, Lancaster, Calif;
one sister, Harriet Stoddard, Mesa,
Ariz.; 29 grandchildren; 93 great-
grandchildren, and 18 great-great-
grandchildren.

Services will be Friday at 10 a.m.
at the Firth Stake Center with Bishop
Larry Kohler of the Firth LDS Ward
conducting. The family will receive
friends Thurscay from 7-8:30 p.m.
and from 9-9:35 a.m. Friday at the
Nalder Mortuary in Shelley. Burial
will be at the Ceorgetown Cemetery.

© 2026 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in

any form for any purpose without prior written permission.
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