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Review Memo 
 
Date:  December 26, 2024 
 
From:  Craig Saxton 
 
RE:  Review claim 97-2020 
 
 
 
Minimum Lake Level Discussion: 
 
Original Language on the License, “…, the amount necessary to maintain the level of Priest Lake 
no higher than normal high water stage and not lower than the natural low water stage at any 
season of the year.” 
 
In order to administer this right, we need to identify what the “natural low water stage” is for “any 
season of the year”.   IDWR moved forward to identify the historic minimum lake levels for each 
month.   
 
Data was not available prior to 1927, the licensed priority date.   IDWR’s hydrology section acquired 
minimum lake levels from 1928 thru 1949 (before the dam was constructed).  The minimum lake 
levels recommended for each month of the year represent the mean(average) of the minimum lake 
levels recorded for each month from 1928 thru 1949. 
 
The datum used to represent the minimum lake levels is described as: 2438.43 ft above NAVD 88. 
The elevations were determined by taking the average minimum lake level and adding it to 2438.43 
feet. 
 

MONTH     MINIMUM LAKE LEVEL 

January    2439.43 feet 

February   2439.39 feet 

March      2439.50 feet 

April      2439.99 feet 

May        2441.77 feet 

June       2441.13 feet 

July       2439.80 feet 

August     2439.10 feet 

September  2438.83 feet 

October    2438.81 feet 

November   2439.03 feet 

December   2439.28 feet 
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USGS 12393000 PRIEST LAKE AT OUTLET NR COOLIN ID 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/inventory/?site_no=12393000&agency_cd=USGS 

 

 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/inventory/?site_no=12393000&agency_cd=USGS


Point of Diversion Location:
6

The ctaim described the point of diversion as being in sectionf which is consistent with the
location of the Outtet Dam. However, the natural outtet of the take is in section 5. lt is unclear how
to determine the exact location of the outtet of the lake and the sitt of the take is unsurveyed.
Therefore, the POD description is described only to the section.
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