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U.S. Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resources Division
Natural Resources Section

Michelle Ramus Telephone (202) 598-6660
150 M St. NE Facsimile (202) 305-0506
Washington, D.C. 20002

September 22, 2025

Evan W. Roda
Adjudication Section Manager
State of Idaho
Department of Water Resources
7600 N. Mineral Drive, Suite 100
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83815 

Re: Evidence of priority date for CFPRBA Claim Nos. 97-4222, 97-4223, and 97-4224 

Dear Mr. Roda: 

The U.S. Department of Defense, Army Corps of Engineers (“the Corps” or “the United States”) 
received your July 23, 2025 letter requesting additional evidence relating to the priority date for 
Claim Nos. 97-4222, 97-4223, and 97-4224 in the Clark Fork-Pend Oreille Basin Adjudication 
(“CFPRBA”).  On August 12, 2025, the United States requested an extension of the August 22nd 
deadline to respond to the letter, which you granted, stating that the evidence could be submitted 
by email.  As detailed below, the United States now submits the attached priority date evidence 
relating to Claim Nos. 97-4222, 97-4223, and 97-4224.  

Claim No. 97-4222
This claim pertains to the visitor’s center and surrounding grounds at the Albeni Falls Dam. The 
attached evidence supports the claimed priority date of January 1, 1958, for this claim.  See 
Ex. A. Construction commenced on Albeni Falls Dam in 1951 continuing through 1955.  See id., 
Attach. 2 (1964 Master Plan excerpts). Construction photos from that era show the resident 
engineer’s house and visitor’s center with appurtenant lawns/grass areas.  See id., Attach. 3.  The 
visitor’s center has also been called the “Overlook House” and the “Vista House.”  See id., 
Attach. 1 (1955 Master Plan excerpts) and Attach. 2 (1964 Master Plan excerpts).  The residence 
listed in response to Question 13 on the Notice of Claim to a Water Right filed for Claim No. 97-
4222 has also been called the “Resident Engineer’s Office,” see id., Attach 3, and the “Project 
Engineer’s Residence,” see id., Attach. 2 (drawing in the 1964 Master Plan excerpts). These 
structures are shown in engineering drawings dated 1955 and 1964 in the attached Master Plans 
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respectively.  See id., Attach. 1 (1955 Master Plan excerpts) and Attach. 2 (1964 Master Plan 
excerpts).  Engineering drawings indicate the visitor’s center was completed in 1952.  See id., 
Attach. 1 at (1955 Master Plan excerpts).  A set of 1968 photos shows the sprinklers in use.  See 
id., Attach. 4. 
 
Claim Nos. 97-4223 and 97-4224 
These claims are associated with the Priest River Recreation Site, which is a public campground 
and beach near the City of Priest River, Idaho.  The attached evidence supports the claimed 
priority date of January 1, 1956, for these claims.  See Ex. B. The recreation site was developed 
in partnership between the City of Priest River and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  See id., 
Attach. 2 at Table 2 (table in the 1958 Design Memo showing federal versus City of Priest River 
costs).  The City of Priest River had a license to develop, operate and maintain the site in its early 
days. See id., Attach. 1 (1955 Master Plan excerpts) and Attach. 2 (1958 Design Memo
excerpts).  In the later portion of that lease the Corps agreed to fund some of the anticipated site 
improvements. See id., Attach. 2 (1958 Design Memo excerpts). Site development in 1958 and 
1959 resulted in a cased well, hydrants, fountain, water lines, pump house and chlorination tank.  
See id., Attach. 2 (1958 Design Memo excerpts).  Specifically, “as-built” drawings delivered to 
the Corps upon completion of work indicate this activity took place. See id., Attach. 3 (“as-built” 
drawings). However, the 1958 Design Memo describes a baseball field put in use and bleachers 
constructed for the annual logger celebrations occurring at the site: these were installed at the
community’s expense, which indicates the city had undertaken some improvements at the site 
prior to 1958.  See id., Attach. 2 (1958 Design Memo excerpts).1   

The United States believes the attached evidence will resolve IDWR’s concerns relating to the 
claimed priority dates for Claim Nos. 97-4222, 97-4223, and 97-4224.  Please do not hesitate to 
reach out with additional questions relating to these claims.

Best Regards, 
/s/ Michelle Ramus______________                   
MICHELLE RAMUS, Trial Attorney 
Michelle.Ramus@usdoj.gov | (202) 514-2598 
United States Department of Justice 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
Natural Resources Section
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 

Attorney for Defendants

 
1  A record request is pending with the City of Priest River to attempt to find documentation of water systems 
circa 1956 installed by the City of Priest River pursuant to its license.  See Ex. B, Attach. 4. 
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EXHIBIT B:  

Claim Nos. 97-4223 and 97-4224 
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CITY OF PRIEST RIVER
P.O. Box 415

552 High Street Priest River, ID 83856 
(208) 448-2123 

Fax (208) 448-2232 

*** FOR OFFICE USE ONLY *** 
DATE RECEIVED: ______________  RECEIVED BY: ______ RESPONSE DUE: _________________ 

---- EXTENDED RESPONSE DUE: _____________________ 
DATE RECORDS PROVIDED: _____________ BY: _______ VIA: -PERSON

REQUEST TO EXAMINE/COPY PUBLIC RECORDS 

DATE: ______________________________

I hereby request, pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-102, to examine and/or copy the following 
public records:  

 
I wish to merely examine these records
I wish to obtain copies of these records

Print Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________ 

I acknowledge by my signature that the records sought by this request will not be used for a 
mailing list or telephone list as set forth in Idaho Code § 74-120.  
I hereby attest that: 

  I AM a resident of the State of Idaho, or I AM employed by a resident of the State of Idaho, 
-101. 

  I AM NOT a resident of the State of Idaho, and I AM NOT employed by a resident of the 
State of Idaho -101. 

 
Signature: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


