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As far back as | can remember, back in the 1950s, my grandpa ran the ground with a team of horses, and
watered crops and had a small herd of holsteins. | don’t know when he bought the place, but he had it
back in the 30’s, and probably had the farm a lot longer. He used the same ditch system that | used as a
boy to water the fields. My dad took over the farm, and we continued to water the crops with the
ditches. The canals we used had been put in back in the 30’s. We’d make our ditches with a tractor, run
the water from the canals into our ditches and siphon the water from the ditch with aluminum pipes.
We would use 1 inch pipe for row crops and 4 inch pipes for rest. | took over the farm in 1970. In 1984
our community replaced the canals and ditches with pipes. That same year | purchased hand lines to
hook up to the new pipe system and slowly replaced them with wheel lines. This is also when the verbal
agreement was made with the canal company to use the reservoir water to meet everybody’s water
right needs. Currently the reservoir and piped system is used on my farm to meet all my water needs.

3/15/2023

Donald L. Dunkley
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