
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION
FOR TRANSFER NO. 87653
IN THE NAME OF
FRIEDMAN MEMORIAL AIRPORT
AUTHORITY
AND
TRANSFER NO(s). 87657, 87658,
87659.87660
IN THE NAME OF
ECCLES WINDOW ROCK RANCH LLC

NOTICE OF JOINT INFORMAL
SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

On March 16,2023, FRIEDMAN MEMORIAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY filed
Application for Water Right Transfer No. 87653 with the ldaho Department of Water
Resources ("Department"). Protest(s) were filed by IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD.

On March 16,2023, ECCLES WINDOW ROCK RANCH LLC filed Application for
Water Right Transfer No(s). 87657 ,87658, 87659 and 87660 with the ldaho Department of
Water Resources ("Department"). Protest(s) were filed by IDAHO WATER RESOURCE
BOARD and HIAWATHA CANAL WATER USERS ASSN OF LATERAL OR LATERALS.
On February 26,2024, Hiawatha Canal Water Users Assn of Lateral or Laterals withdrew
their protest(s) against Application for Transfer No(s). 87657 ,87658, 87659 and 87660.

The Department has scheduled the above referenced cases for lnformal
Settlement Conference on Tuesday, January 7,2025 beginning at 1:30 PM at ldaho
Dept. of Water Resources, Southern Region, 650 Addison Ave W Ste 500, Twin Falls,
lD 83301-5858. Please note, this conference will he held in person only.The
applicant and protestant(s) must attend.

Agenda items for the informal settlement conference will include:

1. Review of the application and protest(s)

2. Additional informational needs

3. Settlement options

4. Need for additional informal proceedings or alternative dispute resolution

options

5. Commencement of formal proceedings
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The Department encourages the applicant and protestant(s) to discuss and resolve

the protest(s) before the informal settlement conference. lf private discussions are not
possible or do not resolve the protest(s), the informal settlement conference provides

another opportunity for the applicant and protestant(s) to meet before commencing a

formal hearing. Parties often settle their differences at the informal settlement conference.

lf informal proceedings are unlikely to resolve this protested case, the Department
will initiate formal proceedings by issuing a notice of prehearing conference and identifying

a presiding officer. lt is important for all parties to make the most of the opportunity to
resolve the dispute informally.

The informal settlement conference will be conducted in a facility that satisfies the

accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. lf you require special
accommodations in order to attend, participate in, or understand the prehearing

conference, please notify the Department at least ten (10) days prior to the conference.
lnquiries about scheduling, hearing facilities, etc., should be directed to Denise Maline at

208-293-9908.

Dated this 14th day of November,2024.

Pl,:^--
Corey Skinner
Southern Regional Manager
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) )

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on ,n. l{* day of November 2024,1 served or caused to be

served the Notice of lnformal Settlement Conference to the parties by the following
method(s):

Friedman Memorial Airport Authority
1616 Airport Cir
Hailey lD 83333-5534
chris@iflvsun.com

Transfer Applicant (Transfer No. 87653)

tr U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

A U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail

E Email

Jim Laski
Lawson Laski Clark PLLC
PO Box 3310
Ketchum lD 83340-3301
irl@lawsonlaski.com

Attorney for Applicant Friedman Memorial
Airport Authority

n U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

E U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

! Overnight Mail

X Email

Eccles Window Rock Ranch LLC
79 S Main St Floor 2
Salt Lake City UT 84111-1929
ellen@efventures.com
marc@svbrokeraqe.net

Transfer Applicant (Transfer No(s). 87657,
97658, 87659,87660)

n U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

tr U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail

tr Email

Evan Robertson
Robertson & Slette PLLC
PO Box 1906
Twin Falls lD 83303-1906
erobertso n @rsidaholaw. com

Attorney for Applicant Eccles Window Rock
Ranch LLC

tr U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

A U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail

I Email

Brockway Engineering PLLC
Greg Sullivan
2016 Washington St N Ste 4
Twin Falls, lD 83301-3082
oreo.sulliva no.com

Applicant's Consultant

tr U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

E U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail

I Email
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ldaho Water Resource Board
Blake Burkard
PO Box 83720
Boise lD 83720-0098
blake. burkard@idwr. idaho.qov

Protestant

tr U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

X U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail

tr Email

Ann Yribar
Office of the Attorney General
PO Box 83720
Boise, lD 83720-0010
ann. vribar@aq. idaho. qov

Attorney for Protestant ldaho Water
Resource Board

n U.S. Mail, Certified, postage prepaid

X U.S. Mail, postage prepaid

tr Overnight Mail
E Email

Denise Maline
Administrative Assistant 1
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Informal Settlement Conference Procedure 

INFORMAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE PROCEDURE 

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER 

ISSUES 

Applications for transfer are filed for the purpose of changing a point of diversion, 

purpose of use, period of use or nature of use of all or part of a licensed, decreed or statutory 

water right. Section 42-222, Idaho Code, identifies the following potential issues that the Idaho 

Department of Water Resources (Department) considers in connection with an application for 

transfer: 

1. Will the proposed transfer reduce the quantity of water under existing water

rights?

2. Will the proposed transfer constitute an enlargement in use of the original water

right?

3. Will the proposed transfer be contrary to the conservation of water resources

within the State of Idaho?

4. Will the proposed transfer conflict with the local public interest, where local

public interest is defined as interests that the people in the area directly affected

by a proposed water use and its potential effects on the public water source?

5. Will the proposed transfer adversely affect the local economy of the watershed or

local area within which the source of water for the proposed use originates, in the

case where the place of use is outside of the watershed or local area where the

source of water originates?

6. Is the proposed transfer consistent with the requirements for municipal providers,

if applicable?

7. Will the proposed transfer change the nature of use from an agricultural use, and

would such a change significantly affect the agricultural base of the local area?

BURDEN OF PROOF 

The applicant has the initial burden of proof for issues 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 above and must 

provide evidence for the Department to evaluate these criteria. 

The initial burden of proof on issue 4 lies with both the applicant and protestant as to 

factors of which they are most knowledgeable and cognizant. The applicant has the ultimate 

burden of persuasion, however, for all of these issues. 



Informal Settlement Conference Procedure 

PROCEDURE 

The Department generally conducts an informal settlement conference with the parties to 

determine the issues and to try to settle a protested matter before the formal hearing process 

starts. The formal hearing process commences with a prehearing conference, which may require 

parties to be represented by an attorney.  

INFORMAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE 

The purpose of an informal settlement conference is to provide the opportunity for the 

parties and the Department to familiarize themselves with a protested matter and to attempt to 

resolve the matter. At the conference, the Department and the parties will discuss the application 

and protests, explore settlement options, discuss additional informational needs, evaluate the 

need for additional informal proceedings or alternative dispute resolution options such as 

mediation, and discuss the commencement of formal proceedings. When attending the 

conference, please bring a calendar with your schedule for the next two–six month period from 

the date of the informal settlement conference for the purpose of scheduling follow-up 

conferences, if needed.  

HEARING 

If the parties do not resolve the matter at the informal settlement conference, a formal 

hearing process may be commenced according to Sections 42-1701A(1) and (2), Idaho Code and 

the Department’s Rules of Procedure. Copies of Idaho Code and the Department’s rules are 

available upon request or by accessing the Department’s website at: www.idwr.idaho.gov. The 

Department records formal hearings, and copies of a hearing recording are available upon 

request. There may be a charge for reproducing the recording. 

If necessary, the hearing will likely be conducted by a hearing officer appointed by the Director 

rather than by the Director himself. The hearing officer will be designated in a notice of 

prehearing conference that commences the formal hearing process.  

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

Any scheduled conferences or hearing will be conducted in a facility which meets the 

accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you require special 

accommodations in order to attend, participate in or understand the hearing, please notify the 

Department no later than ten (10) days prior to the conference or hearing. 



Maline, Denise

From:
Sent:
lo:

Subject:

Attachments:

Cc:

Maline, Denise

Thursday, November 14,2024 12:57 PM

Chris (Friedman Memorial Airpor-t);Jim Laski (Lawson Laski Clark); Ellen (Eccles Window
Rock Ranch); marc@svbrokerage.net; Evan Robertson; Greg Sullivan; Burkard, Blake;Ann

Yribar
Cierra (Lawson Laski)

Notice of lnformal Settlement Conference for Transfer No. 87653 (Friedman Memorial

Airport Authority), and Transfer Nos. B7657, 87658, 87659,87660 (Eccle Window Rock

Ranch LLC)

Notice of lnformal Settlement Conference (Friedman Airport & Eccles).pdf

Good afternoon,

Attached ptease find Notice of Informa{ Seff{ement Conferencetor the above referenced contested
matters. This conference has been scheduted for Tuesday, January 7,2025 at 1 :30 P.ffi., and witt be hetd

in person at ourTwin Fatts office.

Please note, hard copies were atso mail,ed out to att parties, however, it was later discovered that there
were a few ctarifications and corrections needed regarding attorneys and contact
information. Corrected copies of the Notice witt be maited out as wett.

Ptease contact me if there are any questions

Sincerety,

Denise Matine, IDWR Twin Fatts

Don\so VLallwo, Advnlt\strat\vo Assrstavtt T
ldaho Dept. of Water Resources, Southern Region

650 Addison Ave W Ste 500
Twin Fatts lD 83301-5858
(208) 293-9908
d en i se. m a ti nq@jdwr.id a h o,gol

1


