


ROBERT R. WEDEKIND 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

PHONE 46 

DRIGGS, IDAHO 

January 26th 1934. 

Commissioner of Reclamation, 

Boise, Idaho. 

Dear Mr. Faris:-

R r;ir,T:'T~T~:f) 
\., ... J . .J • ....J .c c ..... •.~._/ 

JAN27 1934 

DEPARTr.:;c:;ff Of fi;:GUiMATION 

Will you be kind enough to advise whether any report or 
findings have been filed in your office by the Bureau of 
Recla.mation relative to possible dam sites in Teton Vally? 

Early last fall an examination was made by engineers of 
3ureau of Reclamation and it is the understanding that t,vo 

such sites were recolllI!lended and approved; one on Trail Creek 
and another of Teton Creek. 

There have been several meetings of the users and parties 
interested in the matter of irrigation but we are rather in 
the dark as to the present status of affairs. 

'l1he irrigation question has become acute in this valley 
and a lot of interest is manifest at this time, for the reason 
that the time is opportune to push the matter to completion. 

We will appreciate very much, any help or information that 
you can give in this regard. 

Very truly yours, 

RW:l\lb 





OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
CUSTOMHOUSE 

DENVER,COLORADO 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE CHIEF ENGINEER 

February 2, 1934 

Mr. R. W. Faris, 
Commissioner of Reclamation, 

State of Idaho, 
Boise, Idaho. 

Dear Mr .. Faris: 

We are in receipt of your letter of January 29, 
1934 inquiring with regard to reservoir sites on Trail and 
Teton creeks. 

In response to a similar inquiry made by you on 
January 14, 1933 we advised you on January 17, 1953 that 
the maps of the reservoir sites near the Iaaho-Yiyoming 
state line were still in the original pencil form and 
could not readily be reproduced. 

By the time that funds became available late 
in 1953 to make a new start on the investigations in 
the upper Snake River basin the season had become so 
far advanced that it ~as impossible to do anything fur­
ther with reservoir sites at the very high elevations 
such as the sites on the Trail and Teton creeks which 
will not again become accessible until early summer in 
1954. 

There is therefore no progress to report on 
the investigation of these reservoir sites. 

Very truly yours, 

(Jf?r~ 
Chief Engineer 



.. 



Comenoing a;t; t.he ini'ti.al point on Teton R.i:ve:r where it eroseee 

the weat boundary line of: 

fownehip 7 Horth, Range 44 Ee.et or the aoiae loridian 

thence north aloni the 11aid bounda.ry lin··~ to the northwei,t cor-­

n&r ot eaid ·townahip and range, thence in aneaete.rl,y direction 

along the divide between the tributaries ot Teton River and tho 

tribulie.::-iois of Fall iu. ver to the ityomi.11g-Idaho at.e.te line• thenc• 

eootb along the •aid Idaho-Wyoiaing etate line to the divide be­

twean the trihute..:-iee between the as.id Taton Rivo.c &nd the South 

Fork of Sn&k8 .RivfJr, thence in &. north~,oeteJ:•ly direction al.ong 

the lt,id divide to the aouthc.'est corner ot: 

Townahip 4 North, i'-nge 44 East of the Boise Meridian 

thence north along the range line bat.ween 43 and 44 eaat to the 

point of beginning; th$ et;id area embraces the waterahect o! the 

Teton P.ivei· and tri!:rntar·iet1 abo'la thG init,iAl point ha:reinbe.fore 

deecrihed. 

The or'!ati,m o! thia district ia made subject to the folJ.o,,ing 

proviaion,u '!'hat at. any ti.Ille it, 'beco:!las necasss.r.r to effectively 





Jt)\ll" lettel' ot l&n\W!"1 88, 1th, wUh Nh:r­
•vrr•• l'llllff01:tt et •• 11111.4• by th• u. s. ~au 

.n•1"".a.~,-,11•"''"" tn the Teton Bus1n 4u:r:lJ13 t:hll ••aon ot 1t,a, • 
'ffOW the Bunau nqa1ttng latomation •• to naulta eJul 
,o~ltutou ~1••4 ~ auoh am:v-,,a., ••n ••1"1' vu:rtly-
aid.•4 tbat tap ,un•1• wr• arUU 1n the "l..,, ... ptnail atattt, tt 
and. that no ni"a1'1!l!!a •• with NhWD.M to th•, - .. 

Itodaanw ...... ,_ ... 
• will eom~un1oa 



OFFICERS 

J. H. HARPER, P~E:SIOENT 

IRA R. FOWLER, VICE PRE.S!DENT 

ROBERT R. WEDEKfND, SECRETARY-TREASURER 

EARL FLOYD, LION TAMER 

K. G. SMITH, TAIL TWISTER 

DRIGGS, IDAHO 

March 3, 1934 

Honorable R. w. Faris 
Commissioner of Reclamation 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear Mr. Faris; 

We inclose herewith copy of a letter 
to Honorable T. A. lters, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, 
D. C. and strongly urge your cooperation with 
Mr. Walters in this very important matter 
of getting dam sites located in this section 
of the State of Idaho. 

Thanki you very kindly for your as­
sistance and cooperation we are, 

S.IliMtMW 
Incl. 

S. M. 



OFFICERS 

J. H~ HARPER, PRESIDENT 

fRA R. FOWLER, VICE P~ESIOENT 

ROBERT Rk WEDEKIND, SECMETARY~TREASURER 

EARL FLOYD, LION TAMER 

K. G. SMITH, TA!L TWISTER 

LONG TERM DIRECTORS---

DRIGGS, IDAHO 



problem for all tiae. 

llay we again atreaa the neeeius1 ty of prompt action 1a complet­
ing the a'UM'eya. The winter baa been veey mild and the snow 
t'all axceed1ngl7 light. It J.e our opinion that the St1rVeya 
may be ats.rted by April 15th , 1n ao tar as weather comi tiona 
are concerned:; and ahou1d we be11eve, contemplate pos81ble sitea 
ror small dama on both sides or the va1ley. 

Reapeottul.ly, 

DRIGGS LIONS CLUB~ 



36-C Misc. 
(Inv. Wtr. Resources Upper Snake 
River Valley} 

11r. ca •· 1811111URG, 
.laio•• 
Itaho 

».w Ga.a1 

:March 8, 1934 

I J:aaw ,-:r l.._r date4 ..... 6 1 UM. 1a 11b1ell 1911 
•411.•• that the V. s. &u.•au ot ~tl• haa &PPl'Oft4 tbl 
Dt!B JOU Naenolr ■lte aa4 t:bat watr w111 M •~ ••• 
aleJI 1• ovta~ IO.« -• ..a tllll ru-at I Jaw ha4 oa u,e ••J"'• X aw vs.,._ 'l'be Depa1'111lalt ae'NJ'al ti.a fol' 
iatol'llltloa w1111. .-teNllOI te 'Ihle ud otmi- attei9. Intl 
rNeiwd. ao aa'iiafMUae. I baff al• ieqgaaw4 ov 
ftPl'MMtatifta 1a OoalN•• NJlatNlJ' to k•p tills l>epanaet 
a4Yiae4 U M AewlepllllU, laut hllW NH1W4 aotbial tJIO■ Ill-. 

With OOJIP&tralatlou ant beet pe:nalllll 1'81U11• to 7ft all, 
Ima 

Oaat••-r ot RMluailoa 

BV/d 



GUS A. ISENBURG C. RAY ISENBURG 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROPS. 

ASHTON, IDAHO 

TED R. ISENBURG 



JOE ANDRASEN 
REPRESENT ATJVE 

FREMONT COUNTY 

HOME ADDRESS: 

ST. ANTHONY 1 JDAHO 

IDAHO STATE LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWENTY-SECOND SESSION 

BOISE, IDAHO 

March 2ci, 1934 

State RecLi.mation Engine9r 

Boise, Idaho 

DeB.r Mr. Farris: 

Enclosed you will £'ind copy of contract 

a.a it is beini: offered to the various cauu .. l com:Jani'?s 

in this district by ~.sr• F. A. }Lilier, ":,ho t-'-'JDears to oe 

representinp:_ Otto i. t'icCutche6n. Af' I stated to yo,1 on 

the telephone, 100 thausand acre feet of water is insuf­

ficient to take care of the needs of this district. 1~s 

there has been no nublio notice :rrm.de of tl-iis thinr from 

tlie H.eclamation Dep:::;.rtm,:'lnt, this orocedure seems rather 

unusual. 

-;fe would u.r:~)recia.te P...IlY enlifl;htenment 

you c:.:111 furnish us in regards to this question. 'iiould 

you please send rae the address of J:i'ra.nk Keen:,.n? 
X 

Yours very truJ.y, 

COMMITTEES: 

;u1,;1n 
.. 'i ;; _ _;_,,.., 

?8 1!➔34 
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First i.Jlsistant Secretary of the Ol" 





,.;'l'ATJ•! OF Il)AHO 

llJ~PA UT~U•;:S'l' 01" Ul•]CLAM A'l'IO:S 

BOJ,.;E 





~VlY<C.~• 1'- r-vnc.1urc 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE CABLE 

DAYLElTER . "' DEFERRED CABLE 

NIGHT MESSAGE NIGHT CABLE 
LETTER 

NIGHT LETTER WEEK-END 
CABLE LETTER 

SHIP RADIOGRAM RADIOGRAM 

P.atrous should check cbu of service desired, othcrwUC 
mci;:;,agc will he tunsmitkd as a folJ•t.att" c.cmmuniutioo 

POSTAL 

~(U)U-:9 

TELEGRAPH-CA LE co. 



S'L'A'l'J,; 01•' IUAH<) 

OJ•,PAU'l':\U;;:-.:T OJ•' HECL,,MA'l'IO::',; 

BOISE 





UUMt:!.~Jll.,; t'VHl::.1{.:ioN 

TELEGRAM FUL.LRATECABLE 

DAY LETTER 'f' DEFERRED CABLE 

NIGHT MESSAGE NIGHT CABLE 
LETTER 

NIGHT LETTER WEEK-END 
CABLE LETTER 

SHIP RADIOGRAM RADIOGRAM 

PatrOl'll should ,heck das1 of urvicc: dairc:d, otherwise 
mauge will be tnnsmitkd as a Cult-rate communkatioo 

POSTAL 

T 

~~~ '-' 

TELEGRAPH-CABLE co. 





GUS A. ISEtttlJRG C. RAY ISENBURG 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROPS. 

ASHTON, IDAHO 

7Mr R Farris 
Comm of Reclamation 
Boise Idaho. 

Mch 26t 

Dear Mr Farris;- I thought it might be good plan to 
see copy of contract that we the water usere are 
for space in the proposed Reservoir on upper Snake 
what is known as the Shot Gun Valer Reservoir on A 
place. 

TED R. ISENBURG 

let you 
signing 
River 

Trude 

Personally I caanot understand, why the ~overment picks 
our Atty for us, in this case it is Mr Otto B Mc Cutcheon 
of Idaho Falls, I believe he is good man, but so far as I 
know, nobody im.1rW anything about this a pointment, or did you 
have the information. Kindly let me know~~te you think 
about this . 

Thanking y 0 u ever so much for favors shown me I am 

Very truly _]l:pur~1 ~,~e/~ 
,... __ - I!. - -



--- .. ---~- • -··-·-·· 
TELEGRAM • FULLRATECASLE 

DAY LETTER ~ DEFERRED CABLE 

NIGHT MESSAGE NIGHT CABLE 
LETTER 

NIGHT LETTER WEEK-ENO 
CABLE LETTER 

SHIP RADIOGRAM RADIOGRAM 

P~trom should chetk dus of !l;'rvicc desired, othttwiJC 
message will be transmincd as a full-u~ communk.uioa 

All 

~(.U} "f' 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COo 

HM 





• Anthony, Idaho. 

, 193 4. __________ , 
. Otto E. McCutcheon, 

Attorney at Law 
Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Dear Sir: 

The undersigned hereby makes application for the purchase of 
acre feet of 

_s..,.t_o_r_a_g_e_w_a_t.,...e_r.....,.i-n-t""'h_e__.;:.,~<b-_o-,-t_g_u_n---.,V.-a"""l .... l .... e_y__,R!!l:"e_s_e_r_v_o-=-i-r at the price 
of $10.00 per acre foot to be paid in installments over a 
period of forty years without interest. 

It is understood that this contre.ct is to be made upon a 
provisional basis of "if and when the Gongress of the 
United States shall make the necessary appropriation for 
the building of the dam. n 

There is enclosed herewith one-fourth of one percent to 
cover your fees in looking after the interest of the under­
signed applicant., the balance of one-fourth of one percent 
to be paid when the contract is signed and delivered. 

Res ctfully submitted 

By President. 

ATTEST: 

Secretary 





Mr. Gus A. Isenburg, 
Ashton, Ida.ho 
Mr. Jos. Andrssen, 
St. Anthony, Idaho 

Dear Gus and JO'?: 

JOSEPH ANDRASEN 
SHIPPER OF ICAHO RUSSET POTATOES 

ST. ANTHONY, IDAHO 

C OP Y 

March 30, 1954 

I am writinr.: both of you because I have heard 
from both of you with resuect to the contracts ·ahich Otto 
Mccutcheon is seekinr;; to obtain for storage on the Ho!'th Fork. 
I h<'iV9 very definite informq,tion from the De;:ni.rt:ment of lieclo.­
mation hc;re ths.t no contracts 't:hatever are a.utLorized as ~ret, and 
th,1t rir:i re·'Jresentattve of the iJe:}urt·:ne:::1t of Recla.mat ion has kcd 
any ,;i,uthorit:r to authorize anyone to ;,:o out and ocrtain 
contracts* 

Conser1uently, the action of Otto I;IcCutbheon is 
a m'.ltt~:r ',•rner(3in he is actinr wholly u~·ion his own res:)Onsibility. 

However, so far as I can myself judcre of the situ11tion 
here, I would say that it is perfectly proDer for 1.ir. IJcGutcheon -
if he desires - to obtain these applications for stora,,:e 'l';ater and to 
be emuloved bv those 1;ho ms.ke aDnlication to look 11.ft9r tneir inter­
ests in the f~iture, ii' th2 1.ovc,rn,nent tcuthorizes the ;:iatter to be :han­
dled in such a manner. It is not nroner, of course, for anyone 
securin,rr; such 2::::i•Jlicat :ions to represent that he is doinp: so on the 
b,isis of s.uthority· received from ti::e Reclam~::.tion De'.Jartment o.f the 
United states or from any official thereof. 

I knovr I~Ir. MoGutcheon very .'1·2 ll as !-:. hwry-er -.:.::id I 
feel very cerbtin th0.t he ·would not do anytLinr: which was not ethical. 
I do not kno.v, of course, w1mt re,w<?sentations he may have rn£.de but I 
feel certain that any representations he has mttd':! would be entirely 
e'bhical and -t at he is m·3relv seel~in!".' to serve those nho ce.re to ob-
1,ai ·1•t ~vontn,cts f'os• <d·or·> /:'"P .,,-;,te·r· • -

.... - .... - ,... ·~ ;J - l.,;,,. :~·:; ~ ~• ,.;..i. • 

With kindest re?:a.rds, 

Yours sinl!ferely, 

T. C. Coffin 



JOSEPH ANDRASEN 
SHIPPER OF IDAHO RUSSET POTATOES 

ST. ANTHONY, IDAHO 

Mr. Elwood Mee.d, 
Co!ll'!lissioner of ReclP-mution, 
Washington, D. C. 

C OP Y 

Ashto::1, IdaLo 
Aoril 5rd, 193,; 

Is the Recla.ma.tion Department takin~: 1;_;,;J;?licu.tions for space in }Jo:rth 
Fork Reser-..roi !' ;.imy. Stop. Ha.s fa.ny one oeen e.::i::1ointed to t&ke a-:rnlioations, 
and, if so, at ·:,h!:l.t price. Stop. ,vill irrigation comp<iniea aesirin?; 
space ha.ve to employ their own attorneys for such work. Stop. ,¥ire collect. 

Gus I. Isenburg, 
ri-Sl.--:ton;; Ida.ho • 

Marysville Irrigation Co., 

B;;r Gus Isenburg, Pres. 

1iashinp;ton, D. C. 

Retel Date Horth Fork .Reser,;oir not definib=:ly t¼:~•m·oved ce.D,.1.city not 
known tffi--::e per acre fo:)t not known have no knowled,~e of e.nyon8 h~Lvin?: 
authority to h,.ke a,mlications stou Sefvices of s.ttorne]r not needed. 

Elwood 12.ead Com::15.ssioner 3: 50 P.¥. 



JOSEPH ANDRASEN 
SHIPPER OF IOAHO RUSSET POTATOES 

ST. ANTHONY, ICAHO 

April 3, 1934 

1:!r. R. A. Farris 

C o:n.:1j s s i oner of Rec l,IB1at ion 

Boise, Idaho 

Dear i,1r. Farris: 

Som9 thinrs have d :;velo:)ed since -.ve took 

up the matter of subscribinl!, for stock in the DrO:>osed 

North Fork Reservoir. I am enclosini,; e. cony of :;. 

letter recei-..red yesterday from T. c. Coffin s.nd P. copy 

of a tele~rCJ:n sent to EJwood Me&d by Gus this morning--

also his answer which nuts the '.:luietus to the proposed 

sale of stock. 

'l'here is no question but that it is discoure.e:in,; 

to have ueoole tryinp; to double cross or nromote sel­

fish interests to the detriment of the public. but 

-Ne 1 11 keen our on them and see that they don't ~et 

too far. 

We certainly c:.ppreciate -.,our co-o;;eration in 

this matter. 

Yours 1:ery truly, 



Andra.sen: Frank ;r. 



T.C.COFFIN B. MARIE AUKERMAN 
SECRETARY 2D DISTRICT IDAHO 

J 

MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE <tongre~~ of tbe Wniteb 8tate~ 
J,ou,e of Rtpre,·entatibe, 

Mta~iugtont 1.9.~. 

March 30, 1934., 

Hon. R. w. Faris, 
Commissioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho., 

Dear Bob: 

I have your telegram; also your letter of 
March 27th, with the enclosed copy of application. 

I have taken the matter up with the Reclamation 
Department here and can say that they advise me positively that 
no one is authorized to represent the Reclamation Department in 
any way, shape or form with respect to the obtaining of con­
tracts in the manner outlined., If Otto Mccutcheon is acting 
purely in a private capacity and is not representing that he 
represents the Reclamation Department, I see nothing wrong 
in the action he has taken, but if he has represented to anyone 
that what he is doing is either by the direction of or with the 
consent of the Department of Reclamation, he is going beyond 
his authority. I am advising the Department of Reclamation 
of the facts contained in your letter and am sending them a 
copy of the application, and I have no doubt that whatever 
Otto is doing will be confined strictly to a private effort 
on his part in the future and will not in any way appear as 
action being taken by the Recla:rmtion Department. 

When I have heard from the Reclamation Depart­
ment in response to my letter to them today, I will write you 
further. I prefer to take it up with the Reclamation Depart­
ment by letter following my conversation with them so I will 
have something definite of record. 

Dith kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 



C.US A. ISJ::NIURG C. RAY ISENBUR$ .. J'.~0/4&Jl.ce:19£ff RG 
,....--,-.,.,,'.>''.";C;.,:,, .,•·p-,-r, 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROP$. 

ASHTON. IDAHO 

Mr .. R .. W., Faris, 
Commiesioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho,. 

Dear Mr. Faris: 

~ .. l 
E 

Yours of the 4th instant, with copy of letter that you received 
from Congressman T. C .. Coffin, received., 

It seems that there is quite a controversy as to whether Otto 
Mccutcheon has authority to take applications for storage 
in the North Fork reservoir. Mr. Frank Miller, attorney, of 
St. Anthony, states that Mr. Mccutcheon has received his 
authority from Mr. Stockmyer. Personally, I have net seen 
Mr. Mccutcheon and do nott know what stand he takes, but I 
wired as follows, on April 3rd, to Elwood Mead, Courmissl oner 
of Reclamation, at Washington: 

Dr. Elwood Mead, 
Commissioner of Reclamation, 
Washington, D. C. 

.I. 

Ash ton, daho .. 
April 3ra, W34 .. 

Is the Reclamation Department taking applications for space 
in North Fork reservoir now. STOP. Has any one been 
appointed to take applications, and, if so, at what price. 
STOP. Will irrigation companies desiring space have to 
employ their own attorneys for sue h work. STOP. Wire 
collect., 

Marysville Irrigation Co., 

By Pres. 

The same date, I received the following reply: 

6 CT 32 Govt DL 
Washington, D .. C., 

Gus I. Isenburg, 
Ashton, Idaho., 

Retel Date North Fork reservoir net «efinitely approved 
capacity not known price per acre foot not known have no 
knowledge of anyone having authority to take applications 
stop Services of attomey not needed. 

Elwood Mead Commissioner 3:50 P.M. 



!3US A:-'JSEIUIURG 

No. 2. 

C. ltAY ISENBURS 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROPS. 

ASHTON. IDAHO 

April 5, 19:34. 

TED fl. ISENIIURG 

This proves to me that at this time the North Fork reservoir 
has not been approved, the capacity is not known, the price 
per acre foot is not known and for the life of me I can not 
understand why anyone should be appointed to look after our 
interests in this part of the country before we know whether 
or·not we have a feasible site. Furthermore, I want to 
state that some one, either of Madison, Fremont or Teton 
Counties, should be appointed, if an appointment is made, 
to look after the interests of the people who are most 
interested in this reservoir. 

Thanking you very much for past favors, and with kindest 
perscnal regards to you, I am 

Yours very truly, 

GAiiED 



,. 
r 

GUS A. ISENBURG 

R. W. Faris, 

C. RAY ISENBURG 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROPS. 

ASHTON, IDAHO 

Connnissioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho .. 

Dear Mr. Faris~ 

I am herewith inclosing to you copy of letter written to 
Frank R. Reid, President National Rivers and Harbors Con­
gress~ If you have any further suggestions to make in 
regard to these matters or in regard to any other rivers 
I would certainly appreciate your doing so .. 

Thanking you, I am 

ED 
Incl. 

TED R. lSENBURG 









CI-1AMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

Idaho state Planning Board 
Boise, Idaho 

JUJ"le 1, 1934 

Propoganda has begun and pressure is being applied with the objective of 
ef:eecting an abandonment of activities looking toward construction of fed.., 
era.l reservoirs on the upper part of Snake River. The purpose is to bring 
about a movement to bring about the raising of the American Falls dam to 
empound further flood waters in ,that reservoir. This is being promoted 
by the power trust and some of the water users below American Falls. 

This is two-fold in its most important purposes, to-wit: to permit of fu:ri­

ther power development &ti such point, and to acquire such waters to the 
extent that they may become available ONLY for the water users below that 
point on the river. Leaders of this moweml:lnt pretend to exhibit fairness 
by assuring their FU.rt.JRE willingness to exchange Jacks on Lake storage for 
this proposed additional storage in American Reservoir. You know 
what chance there is of that, for you surely know to what little ex.tent it 
bas been possible to effect any exchange with the holders of Jackson 
Lake storage heretofore. 

CoMtruction of reservoirs high up on the Snake River will permit of ex.., 
tensive power development, flood control and conserve these f'loorl waters 
to the extent that they may be used for irrigation purposes also, and will 
not preclude the use thereof' by the water users thru the Upper Snake River 
Valley water systems. Su.oh waters may be equitably allotted to all in need 
thereof on the Snake River and will be most fair to all concerned. Thou.sands 
of' acres of excellent farm lands will be made safe as against the ravages 
of' flood waters, which would not be the case were this provision for addi­
tional flood water storage made at A.m3rican Falls. Unless sources of irri­
gating w&tier supply is augmented for some of the water users of the Upper 
Snake River Valley, abandonment of farm home after farm home will become 
necessary.. The Upper Snake River Valley is not desiring additional water 
to reclaim new lands but only to add to the irrigation water supply, now in 
many instanoes insufficient to last t hru. a season. Were it only a matter 
of either storing water at American Falls or not at all, then the Upper 
Snake River Valley would not object. 



2-

Therefore, it is purely a case of the Upper Snake River Valley PLAN {mani­
festly equitable and upholding ideals of' .American fair play} as against the 
American Falls Reservoir increase grab PLAN (wholly unfair, inequ.itable am 
withou:t qu.estion most un-.American. 

Please do your best in supporting that plan \mich will accomplish the most 
good, serve the interests of the greatest number, and, most of all, be most 
resultantly observant of' The Golden Rule.. Your affirmative support there­
upon before the proper authorities at this time will be most appreciated .. 

Sincerely yours, 

it,, yson E. Smith 
Secretary-manager 



CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

lfi". R. W. Faris 
Commissioner of Reclamation 
Boise, Id.a.ho 

June 1, 1954 

Propoganda has begun and pressure is being applied with the objective of 
effecting an abandonment of activities looking toward constro.ction of' fed­
eral reservoirs on the upper part of Snake River. The .purpose is to bring 
about a movement to bring about the raising of the Juneriee.n Falls dam to 
empound further flood waters in that reservoir. This is being promoted 
by the power trust and sorre of thew at er users below Americen Falls. 

This is two-fold in its most important purposes, to-wit: to permit of fur­
ther power development at au.ch point, and to acquire such waters to the 
extent that they may become available ONLY for the water users below that 
point on the river. Leaders of this movement pretem to exhibit fairness 
by assuring their FIJftJRE willingness to exchange Jackson Lake storage for 
this propol:}ed additional storage in limerican Falls Reservoir,. You know 
what chance there is of that, for you surely know to what little extent 
it has been possible to effect ru:zy- exchange with the holders of Jackson 
Lake storage heretofore., 

Construction of reservoirs high up on the Snake River will permit of ex­
tensive power development, flood control and conserve these flood waters 
to the extent that they may be u.sed for irrigation purposes also, and will 
not preclude the use thereof by the ·water u.s ers the Upper Snake River 
Valley water systems. Su.ch waters may be eg_u.ita.bly allotted to all in need 
thereof' on the Snake River and will be most fair to all concern,::ld. Thousands 
of acres of excellent farm lands will be made safe as against the ravages 
of flood waters, which would not be the case were this provision f'or addi­
tional flood wet er storage made at American Falls. Unless sources of irri­
gating water supply is augmented for some of the wet er users of the Upper 
Snake River Valley, abandonment of farm home after farm home will become 
necessary. The Upper Snake River Valley is not desiring additional water 
to reclaim new lands but only to add to the irrigation water supply, now 
in ma.:ny instances insufficient to last thru a season. Were it only a matt er 
of either storing water at Amerie:an Falls or else not at all, then the Upper 
Snake River Valley would not object. 



2--Mr. R., W. Faris 

Therefore, it is purely a. caa e of' the Upper Snake River Valley PLAN {mani­
festly equitable and upholding ideals of' .American fair play) as against the 
American Falls Reservoir increase grab PL.4.N (wholly unfair, inequitable and 
withol.It question most un-.Amer:ic an.. 

Please do your best ill supporting that paln which will accomplish the most 
good, serve the interests of the greatest nu.niber, and, most of all, be most 
resultantly observant of The Golden Rule. Your affirmative support there­
upon before the proper authorities at this time will be most appreciated., 

Secretary-manager 

1:tES :BC 





Mr .. R. W. Faris 
Conmissioner of Beolamation 
:So ise , Idaho 

Dear Mr .. J!larie: 

Rexburg, 
June 5 1 l 

'Ibis company has just received information that the power 
interests are active in trying to diecourage the building of 
a reservoir on the upper reaches of Snake river. IJlhey are 
advocating the raising of the American :»'alls Reservoir to 
empound more water. A Gentleman's agreement waa made in 
1925 between the Upper a.nd Lower valley water users to the 
effect that no more effort would be made to enlarge atorage 
facilities at either American Falls or Minidoka. To protect 
the interests of the water users of the Upper Snake River 
Valley this agreement mu.st be continued. 

Our oorpor&tion favors the building of a reservoir on the 
upper reaches of Sn&k:e river. These are our reasons for 
favoring au.eh a i,roject: 

First: In-ae-mu.ch as agriou.lta.re is the basic industry of 
this section, we feel it should have first consideration in 
the empounding of' water. 

Second: The building of a reservoir on the upper reaches 
of Snake river would protect thousands of farmers from the 
menace of tlood waters. 

~ird.: According to information from preBUJnably authentic 
sources, during the winter and spring months a vast a.mount 
of water is run over the American Falls dam for power­
purposes; this water is a total loss to irrigation. 

Fourth: If a reservoir were built on the upper reaches of 
Sna.ker river and power were generated the water used to 
generate such power could.be empounded at American Falls. 

Fifth: Su.ch a reservoir would greatly augment the water 
available for irrigation of thousands of farms in operation 
in the Upper Snake River Valley. 

We feel that this matter is of vital importance to the future 
success of thousands of farmers and, therefore, solicit your 
aooperation. 

Very tru.ly yours, 

TEXAS SLOUGH IRRIGATIOU CANAL COMPANY 

President. 

TES:C 



AF Jerome, Id.a ho 
June 5, 1934. 

E. B. Naal, General Maneger, 
Aberdeen-Springfield Oanal Company, 
Aberdeen, Idaho. 

Deer Mr. Neal: 

There seems to be some misunderstanding in the upper 
country concerning tbe etto~t now being made to prevent any 
water trom passing oTar Milner Dam during th~ non-irrigation 
aeaaon} and to eventually prevent any water from passing the 
Amerioan Falle reservoir during the non-irrigation seeson until 
the A.merioan Fells regarvoir and such additional reaerToire es 
may be bull t up the river are first tilled. 

To eocomplish thi2 it has bsen neoessery to work out 
a plan to provide power ror tho Minidoka Project to take the 
ple.ce ot the power otherwise developed st the Minido!m power 
plant during tho non-irrigation se~son. 

The Governm.ent has a power plnnt on the ?nyette Hiv,~r, 
at Emmett, at which. there is developed e surplus of power during 
oerts.in portions or the year. An •~eement hae been rer}ohed 
whereby the Idaho Power Company undertakes to sunply to the 
)linidoke Project without cost its full power requirements, up 
to 10,000 kilowatts, durinl?,; t}'le non-1rri'1r,tion see son, and in 
turn is to reoe1 ve th,3 surplus power ~t the !::rr.:mett vlant, es 
well as any surplus power et the M1.nidoke plant. 

It is contem:pieted the.t the Twin Falla oans.le, both 
North and south Gides, will et;tdeevor to provide water ror both 
stock tnd domestio uoo during the non-1rri.r-f~tion season from 
other oouroae, and. ao discontinue winter opert:tion. At lea.st, 
this oan be done on the Jiorth Side. It is e more serious prob­
lem on the South Side, e.s the r;iunicipal wat;-3.r supply for Tf.11n 
Fo.ll$ end 0th.er cities t:iEd towns over th~re is now received 
throuf"h their osnsl. J;.:i !.;oon. holl'-ever, Of.:: thie otin be ecoo:m­
pliahed, it will att'ord eddi tional wP-ter for storP.~e i,t Amerioan 
]':-;lls.. Until this oen be aooomplished, thr:t water msy be used 
by the Power compsny st Amerioen .r'a1ls, and by the J;iinidoka 
plant, to the extent thi,t 1t will develop pmnr, but no water 
boyond thr;.t amount is to be withdrawn :fror:: the river during the 
non-irrigation aeeson. 

Conditions have beoome so desperete down her~ that I 
believe the tarmers, Rt least on this side of the river, Will be 
willing to dispense with winter water int the et::rliest pose1ble 
date. In order that they may be oompenee.ted for the large 



expens6 to which they will be put, the water thus oonaerved will 
go t'irat tor tilling their space in the reservoir, and es soon 
as the reservoir is tilled, or course th~t wipes out eny prefer­
ence right they might otherwise have in that particular water. 

Much is being snid with regard to the raising ot the 
American FHlls dem. The Governr.-:ant engineers find 1t ·necessary, 
in the event it i$ found reesible to oonstruct the propo~ed new 
reeervoire, th£t provision be made tor w~ter to till them. That 
neoessi tatee building eorne reservoir on the river, with e large 
carryover space, to aot as en equalizer, ttnd to e ssu.re water tor 
all in low water years. Tb.ere are years when the runoff ot the 
watershed is suoh thr.it it would fill sll reservoirs contGmnlated 
as well as Americ:::,n FE'!l ls, and e lsrgt~ omoun.t of we ta:t· would p;o 
on down the river. It is to provide s~ooe to kold suoh water ot 
auoh tir"les tbnt ls tein.g oonah;.-::red. i_h::,o tH~~inee:rt~ doubt whether 
there ia opportunity 'for le,rge Ot;rrJover resiirvoirs up the rivert 
except at prohibitive cost, wherae.s it oa.n be bti1lt et Amerioen 
Falls et e low oo5t. Such oe.rJ·yovor space 1~ not intcnd~Jd for 
any other purpone, tb!:'.n us en eq,uf;lizor on the river, end it 1s 
just os much to the benefit of 'tt:ei up-::,or country is the lor.er 
country. 

The power arrangements tcye been work~d out in ~uoh e 
way as to invol Vti no m\)ney inVGf.'t-~"'!.::nt on the pert 01' thr; peter 
Ut'ers, e.nd do not nctd to tl'1e eo-et ct tt~ Minidok~ Fro:Ject settlers, 
and this csn be put into operr1tion right ewoy. The Power Com-
pany has gone further. end has reduoed its :power requiremente at 
Shoabone Eells. to the extent ot 50 .oo<., acr·, f':~&t, to be used to 
fill the re~ervoir on the North Fork. It ht,~ tnken oonaidereble 
ti .. ie to work this Acheme all out. t>.f:. it involvr)s the Owyhee 11rojiaot 
aa well, and. ftrrangements bad to be mede for their power require­
ments. as well es t;. nwnb1.;ir :,f other smell o-'9-m0 ls whi 1Jh Je;;>end on 
pumping. But I am gled to say this hn:' all been ecoomplished. 

Nothing hes been do::1e to inter:t"ere in any wr~y with the 
building or reservoirs up tho river, on both Fork:~; quito the con­
trary. The metter of the enlGr@:eme nt ~1t the Amor1 oe.n Falla rtHser­
voir bas been left entirely contingent upon the determinP-tion of 
the Government with regard to the construction of one or both 
of the reservoirs up river.. \'fo were told in .uenve;;r thn t the 1n­
veati:~e t1ons he:d not been compl·Jted, but they war~, hopeful of find­
ing suitable ei tes on both Forks. N ;:,t cne thing 11rc s ·Jon~ to d.io­
couragc suah construction; the o;)J:O£,~ite is true; I p,:~r!,0m ll;r 
advocated suoh oons-truotion, altio that there be euch study med.e 
and plans worked ou.t es woult cons~~rv,~ ell. ot' th~ runc:!'f of the 
Sne ke Bi v~r we tershed; and thr: t its use for irri ~ t ion be the 
primer:,; pu.rpoge, and thf'. t the use ot the weters cf Snair~ Ri vcr for 
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power purposes, both by th•., Govr,rruoon t and the Idaho Power Com­
pany, be so fitted inn~ not to prevent the impounding ot all 
the water possible for irrigation use. 

It vn.:s only doy bef,,re yesterday that I reoeived e 
copy of ·ti-ie :final agreement reaohe<i by the representfltives ot the 
Govermnent ~1 nd the Idaho Power vompeny. There were 1r1>ny 11 ttle 
dettti ile to b~J worked out, end thie tws f inelly been ecoomplished. 

It only :remr:ins for this agre,Jment to meet the rr:proval 
of lJooto.r llaad. ~,na the tJeorctcry 0t th"' Interior. It js so man­
ifestly to the adv.E:ntf..ge of' r:11 wet,~r u~ers on o.n.n;<::(? Hivsr thet 
I am ::cure it wi11 n1Bet 'Vi th :-;. pn:-:-ovnl. 

I hcd expactnd, f:;:; r:oon r,::: it wr'ii o,)rtV➔nient, toe!::<\( the 
Committee ()f Hi:ie to meet. I hcned, however: tlwt the Danver 
otti1'e would be ablB to reo.ah a dsci~tcn in tha net,r future, con 
oernin~ the !S:c;rtb ~nd Sou.tb Fork resv.::,rvc::rs, in -;u1,i ~1h ev,,rnt the 
whole m!itter could be taken up fit suoh time. 

I wes very much surnrifHHl ~;o :reoa:i.ve OO'~)Y of ~. cir.011lt r 
letter put out by the Id.F.ho t!'1:~11~ Ghttmbor of uor-.a!Y=:trce. l em sure 
ha,1 they Hwaited a meeting of' the uo:rnr-:itt~)~ of ne, r,n·i ht:d found 
out juet e:urntly whE t the tHots ~ro, no such oiroul. r i,onld heve 
been put o:lt. It stcrts off with: 

llothinp; is tarther frc..rn the trut!.1. 

The ftiots r.re th;:.,t 11,,d the full m:-ourr·:m as to pmrnr and 
disoontinuance 01' stock end i.iom€~st1o wtter~ r.lotin hers tH:en. in etreot 
last fell, tho reservoir would hEiVe filled. I d<mbt if the Ide.ho 
l!°f.:lls t;hember or uomm-!rce ret;lizes thet thie lower country ia 
paying one-h!1lt of the full oost of opera ting Jnc1{t'On L0 ·:.a .Best~r­
voir this year, for which they will not receive nny b,~nefit ex­
capt1ng es to the l!ltnt'ill amount of wet~r vrh1oh we exoh.Hneiad ,,i th 
your Qomyany, and l .notice from the de ily r➔porta th~.:t there has 
been considere.ble weter out back llti<l. held in thf t reservoir for 
the beneti t nf u:p-ri ver oan::ils. I em r:lEH.i thsy could 1.1Hk~J some 
use of it. 

Yie f:illy realize thHt th1::1 entire ri-v·er must be ta.ken into 
consideration. Any student of the problem knows th"':re reust be a 
large carryover spnoe prov1<led, bHsed on f!t ler:st three :;er,rs • 
need, which will in feet banefi t all. 
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I am promp tad to write yr.rJ.. thus r~.111y be of.l u,se of your 
letter of the 22nd to Doctor Mead. I trust thi$ explc➔ netion will 
clear the matter uµ with you. 

truly, 

RES-K 

H*I~ .. ;;hep11e:t"d 1 

:Presi clant .. 

oo to H.b. Shepperd, 
!-'resident, vhzmber of Gom11,,,Jroe, 

I d&:h o irr,lls, 



Hon. John Hert, 
Rig·oy, Idaho. 

Dear Mr. He.1·t: 

Coy. 

June 6, 1934. 

From a recent oirculer letter put out by the Idaho 
Falls Chen~1<9:. of Uorr.sn,eroe, ~ nd si:,m.e letters which I have re­
ceived, it is c;_uite evi•ient ·there is n misundersta:iding as to 
the negotiutions that tl:.sv.:J be'.~ll h1::d beti'fecr: the Burcr.111 ot 
Recl.£.metion r0 :a,: th!3 ld~::l:o Pm'!er Gm,:nany~ e.lso as to what took 
plece f!'.t our recent meetings in lienveY' and fiasl'.i.invton. 

In ord~.:r to claur up this whole :rnattsr, t1nd thbt you 
mey have aJl of th3 facts juGt as they actuGlly are, I nm 
enoloeing herewith copies of letters which I lwve written to 
Mr. Ne"ll of the Aberdaen-oprin~field aenel Compnny and to Mr. 
H. B. Sheppard, President ()f the Idal,o Jfttlls OhambGr of Gom­
meroe. As t.hese letters fully state iny ow.n position in this 
matter, aJ.so tliat of everyone ir, tlli s se tn,ion 1;l tb whcm I hAva 
disouEsed it, you will see there hi:.:s b:::en no attempt wllete~;er 
mads to discourage or prevent the buildinc: c,f n reservoir on 
·uoth tt.:.e North E.nd LJoutl', .tor:cs; thiit 0..ui te th3 contrary is 
true. Th0 whole r.mt·cer o:t' the rf.: isinr; of the Lmeri orin l!'&lls 
dam. Wi:ir: the s,1ggestion of V1. Wulter, as the bEJst. ::,nd moat 
practical r:iac..:::s o:::· 1,roviding tl;esi::;; reservors up the river, 
per&doxicsl a~ it me.1° er,necr, with wcter. 

It, e.f'tc~r ree c!.ing t;,:,J e nclcsecl 1e ttero, you do not 
f'ind the matter perfectly cl8<',r, I shell Le very glad to &n­
ewer any queetions. 

I fully reE~lizo thf. t :,.,.e ers of extreTI'e shortai?;e like 
the present Effect everyone, but I believe it is tr-.ie tbet it' 
we did not have this yeer we would not be a tle to interest the 
Bureau in the completB oonsin·vetion of thn :jn&:{e 1-iiver water­
shed; nei th.er would. we hEve beGn fi tile -ro ~et the Power uompenv 
to meke the concessions which rwve br=,fHi. ru.Ede. • • 

I call your attention perticulz;:.:·ly to the saving ot 
water i~t tjhoshone Falls, 1ilihioh saving is nrinarily tor the 
purpose or providini:! for the !forth For:-e, c.nd of co:1rse, if thfit 
cannot be built, for the t;o·,1th Fork, or wherever holdover stor­
age oan bo created. I believo the working cut ,Jf the plans on 
which we are engaged will ultimately result in Jc1oicson Lake 
Reservoir's bein.g assigned to holdover d.uty, reedy to serve in 
emergencies like the present. 



J. H:)J.?t. 
Rigby, Ida. 
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One thing 1s very certain, we shall ell heve to :pull 
together, end no good will oome of trying to arouse antagonisms, 
as you well kno~. 

I unaerstcnd uoctor Mead is expecttng to be in noise 
in the nei:-r fl.:.ture. I think 1 t might be well for yourself and 
a few others, if you cnn so '.lrrange it, to meet r:1.m at this time, 
end you CE n lst:irn E,t first h&nd t;bet nothing is in contemplation 
which would b£: &ge.in~t the interesta of the up-river country. I 
t'eel that I enjoy your conf'idencG to t.he extent thst ycu will 
accept my word !~r this. 

i:y only refl'.rot ls that b,.:fcr<:. aivi11g such ,~ide pub­
licity tc; this metter it di.d not '.)UOUr'-to sotwone that it would 
be e.ctvisi::ble to nek , fe1t! qctest:'i :ire, ::,:::; i ·, vt:-,t f-'.1.ctD•,J.ly hsd 
taken pl~ce. 

In vie,~!? c:-: 011 thlf; I th:i nk it ''IOU] J bz:1 YFi1l to Of:111 
!J. meet int!: cf the t::cr.1i~j. ttoe of :1,s, fol J.owin,.,. the :meeting with 
:Uootor l1ead, so th,,.J :people may :::11 r;:no•J; th.et ·t:he Committee is 
alert to itri Juti:'::.'l, end thr,t no ri,!"1ltf; :::r9 be:•in'.?'. secrificed. 

B:3S-!( 
oc to K.r. :..itm1 temyer ► 

Portl:::a:nd.. 

Ym:.r~ t:rul T, 

H. _;:~. Sher,h-3rd, 
J:1resident. 



copy 

H. B~ Sheppard, President, 
Idaho FallB Chamber or Oommeroe, 
Idaho ¥alls, Idaho. 

lJear Mr. ~he:ppard: 

I e.m pleased to reaei VE} yours of the 4th, also a 
letter under date of the 5th, from Mr. Crandall, which explains 
your reoent oircular letter. On seoond thought, I am sure had 
you had moxe authentic information HS to the ettitude of the Ameri­
can Falls Reservoir District e,1d the several canal OomnRnies in 
the lower country, you would not hnvJ found this letter necessary. 

ifhila at Boise the other day, I thoug)lt there should 
be a stiltement .Nade ns to the :proposed agreem13nt between the Govern­
ment and the Ide he .fo1ier ;Jompany, -out others tho11 ght i 't should await 

the egreew.Jnt' s completion, ns tbGre were yet some :minor 4uestions 
to be worked out. 

While in Denver rec.e~1tly, at which meetin~ all of 
the parties directly concerned in. this pO;';':r q_ue:3tion were present, 
a general plan was worked out. It w~1s at thLt tin::s I learned. the 
,surplus power Ht the .i:immett plant on the Payette Hi ver could be used 
for Mi.nidoka. All this very much sirr~_plified the power situation, 
and und-er it the ldahu Power uom:p:,n) is earrendering certain rights 
under its original contr6ct wi t:h tho QcvernEent, incJ.ading the right 
to 255,000 o.o.~·e feet of the we:ters of ;¾na:.:.e Hivcr c.urin:,;,; certain 
periods of the non-irrigation season. •• 

I am enclosin? copy of letter 1 hc.va written to Mr. 
Neal, which goes a little more into detail. 

While in oonver I urged the immedi.ete study o:r how 
to oonserve the waters on the Sna:rn Hi ·vGr wetershed for the use and 
benet'i t of the entire valley. It is evident th.at what we have ao­
oepted forme:rly as the oycle of the runoff of this watershed is not 
correct, and that we muet hereafter expect ·the cycle to extend over 
e muoh longer time; the t even during tho recent short we.tar years, 
which is the longest cycle of any on record of this condition,had 
these waters been properly conserved and held back in long time 
storage there would have been ampla water to serve all lands now 
under irrigation in the entire valley. 

It was in con.neotion with such study th.at Mr. Walter, 
the Chier Engineert discussed the reservoir sites now under con­
sideration on the North and South Forks. While he end his en~ineers 
have not reached a fine.l conclusion r1s to the fee.si bility of these 
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partioular sites, they have in no way given up the idea that sites 
will be found whioh will serve the purpose, and studies along these 
lines were being made. He did, however, feel that any site under 
oonaideretlon would not have ce.paoity for additional long time 
storage, a.nd, even if that were :possible, the oost would undoubtedly 
be prohibitive. It was discussed that it might take two or more 
years to conserve water sufficient for one sacson's use; that is to 
say, there should be holdover stor~ga capaoity to store a sufficient 
amount of water to supplement our now low water record. He m.ade 
the statem911t thr·;t the chee:pest place to store thi.s water would 
be to raise the J,,meri can Fulls dsm, so th:: t t.h0 ttCCU.,"'.IiUle tion there 
would permit the orciner:· flow of the ri V,;3r to be a.evot-:1<1 to :filling 
u~-river reservoirs when necessary. 

It WE s discussed t!Hi t with such operetion e.nd conservation 
J'eckson Lcke reservoir might be devoted strictly to carryover use, 
and not be drawn upon in yer;rs v~hen the other reservoirs ana. normal 
flow were sufficient. 

I sl'H:;.11 not unde:ctc-.lrn in this letter to discuss r.ll this, 
but am mentioninr these faott: tu sbow yoc. tl:ere he; s been nothing 
determined r,s yet, end. cenn::.t te, until Uf::-:;:'iver rescr·rntrs t:re de­
cided on. It all t:rew out of a .!leneral discussion C6 to how t:he 
watere ot the Sm. ;:,e River water;hed can be conserved at the lowest 
cost, and to the greatest advant&ge 0f th~~ entire :river, and the 
beliet' th1::t henceforth the wat::::r required 1'or power development 
should be so limited es in no way to interfere with the stor~ge 
thereof for irrigation use. 

Thare is no way of doing this whole job at one time. I 
have been very skeptical in the pest that sny incre~ise in poi,vAr de­
velopment at American Falls would be tbe solution. The only solu­
tion I could see 1-vaa to bring this power to the Minidoka Project 
from some other source. It had never enterHd my :rnind thc.t the power 
oould be brought :rrom Emmett to Minidoka, and when I found this could 
be done, wi th01~t t!'"'.e outlay of e. single ciollnr, I was more than de­
lighted, as it was something the.t could be put into 1lllll1ediate ett'eot, 
and the money otherwise required for further :power development at 
American Falls could be devoted to building dams and reservoirB up 
the river. It also showed to the Government that we were really 
trying to do the preotical thing, e.a you OP n reodily see. 

I trus·t you and all my other up-river frienda will believe 
:me when I say thFt not one thing has been aeid, done or contemplated 
to prevent in any way the building ot up-river storage. '111e contrary 
is true, and Mr .. i,al ter was urged. to carry on these studies as fast 
as poasi ble, with the hope the t 1 t ,muld be disclosed that a dam on 
eaoh of the Forks of the-river would be found reasible and would fit 
a general conservation plen, and that these reservoirs should be uuilt 
to the largest capacity possible, without entailing undue exp~nsa upon 
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the :f'armere. As you will note, the tirst duty of the reservoirs up 
the river is to impound and. make available e.n even flow- of water each 
yeer to meet the irrigation requirements of thet section. Then there 
ie the further desirable objeotive, to provide for long time carryover 
to be f,oowrn1lE1 ted in such years es there 1 s F.bundent runoff', in order 
to su-_p:ply tlle req_t~::_rerr.eats of the entire valloJ' during a year like the 
present. You will see there is u double pu:r-pos0 to be rocomplished, 
if we eon. 

While in. Weshington I di::,cussed this metter with Dr. Meinzer 
who ia the Chief Df the Gro0.nd water Di vi~ion of the Geological survey. 
I was aur:.;;rised to flnu. hew little stucly ree.1 ly has been Ii!bde of' ground 
water ccD.ditions in the United Ste.tea. 1 think our Govern:ri;ent end 
e.11 of us have bc~en d.iE-posed ·to take too much f'or granted, rind have 
charged all our tro~tles to simply freaks of naturr.,, a r:d he Ve thought 
the ground water v;ould return rather quickly, with normal precipita­
tion. .Tu.st vfh.Lt will te the effect of a c.isturbed gr::.mnd water con­
dition is more or less an onen auestion. 'l1herefore, we of the Snake 
River Valley Hre vi tE lly intereatea in meny phases of these several 
years of low preoipitetion. 

To illustrate: Thd Poz·tneuf ofl'Llg& h va fsll•~m to 2490 
sea. :rt. 'l'be se o:pr1ng8, only u. f'ew years 0gc.), ,,,,ere ,11soh.r,rgi1:1g up­
wards of 2800 soc. ft .. ; ell of ~his goes to show what has taken ple.oe 
in ground water condi~ions. 

I do not in any wey cansuTe the people in the Snake River 
Velley for teinv alert '.3.:Jd se~si ti V!:; to tlrnse quest:i ons, but my good 
friend, don't cherge one section e.s being in any we~ opposed to the 
other; our problem is e mutual one, bS F_,u or:n reacdly see. SU.ppoi,ing 
you hed a reservoir UI' the rJ.ver 1,~st vrinte1·, whert; ,;:ouJc!. tbcf water 
have come from to :fill i t'i We mnst h~;Ve :, complete oonservation of 
the Snake Hi ver watershed, and provi,le spi,ce to hold the water for a 
nu.n1ber of years, end. this must be done in such ~-, we.y th::t it will 
benefit all, which I boliev•::i ocn tH d.one. To be si..re, up-river reser­
voirs may have certain carryov-er velu.G, ln.tt in the light of this year's 
experience I very muob. doubt ·their be.ing 11f a capi.,;ci ty thet would meet 
present oondi tions. I think the :problen sh.Juld n<.m be solved. 

I am wondering whether you would not believe it desirable, 
in view of what I have stated, to now advise those to whom you have 
written, of what is aotue.lly in contemplc.tion, and thet 1 Ei:t'ter all, 
there la no need of a "Cell to arm.s"" 

It has been my purpose, in the near future, and after con­
sulting with Doctor Mead, who will soon be in Idaho, to ask for a con­
ference of the Committee o~ Nine, to go over this whole problem. 

RES-K 
eno. 

Yours truly, 
R.E.Shepherd, 
President. 
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Trail ) 







Stream 

Trail Creek 

do. 

Location 

Ju.at above live wat,er 
near Victor 

do., 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
l;io,. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do,. 

1 mi. west of Victor 
lust below head of 

Tonks Garl&l 
At stock yards nr. 

Victor 
Just above head of 

Tonka Canal 

!'lo. Just above Str:Lng 

Ge.me Creek 

Cr:_nal 11eaO.irrg 1~! 

below l'~ooae C1·. 
nr. Vict,:>r 

do. 
00,. 
do., 
clo. 
d.o., 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

At mout'.1 nr. Victor 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do., 
do. 
do. 

~ 

May 2 
• 18 
• 22 

" 23 
" 24 
" 31 

June 9 
• 16 
" 24 

July 2 

" 10 

slay 2 

11 18 

II 31 

July 10 

May 2 
n 8 
1'I 13 
" 21 
II 2.3 
ff 24 
tr 31 

June .3 
" 9 
lf 1 / 

V 

" 24 
• 23 

July 2 

" 10 
JJ 21 

A.ug. 2 

May 2 
K l n 

0 

• 22 
• 2,3 

" 31 
Jt.l.D.e 'J _., 

a 9 

Gage Discb.ar 1 e 
sec. ft.,) 

43.3 
105 

3,2.6 - Dry 
Dry 
67.6 
62.O 
55.0 
41 • .2 
29.8 
22.6 

71 .. 8 

147. 

89.1 

37.4 

.?8 65.3 
1.26 1211> 
1.22 99,2 
1.17 98 .. 2 
""\ ... ,,..., 
.L t'-..1 I 9a.2 
1.04 83.O 

.92 70.0 

.s2 64.7 
,.77 60.2 
.69 57.S 
.60 50.1 
.58 41.0 
.58 45.2 
.55 42.3 
,52 J6.0 
,48 34.3 

,//0 29.1 
1.GB 77.7 

.99 63.2 

.92 54.4 
NQ: 

"/·-.., 37,,9 
.64 26 .. 6 
.58 20 .• 6 



Stream 

Gaae Creek 

Fox Creek 

do. 

do. 

Waxm. Creek 

String G-.nal 

Town Canal 

Hwable Oa:nal 

Spencer Canal 

Location 

J.t :uouti'1 nr. Victor 
do. 
do. 
do~ 
do. 
do., 
do .. 

Above canal diversions 
{lr. Dr lgge 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do., 
do,. 

At highway croaslng 
nr. Driggs 

Just abovs live wt.tar 
nr. Dri:~gs 
do. 

.A.t crossin,; on Pin& Cr-eek 
road 2. .u;i,, SI 11:t Victor 

a.o. 
do,, 
do. 

At h.eed nr. Victor 
do. 
do. 
do. 

At head. nr. Victor 
do., 

At head nr Vict,or 
do. 

At head rrr Vict01· 

Horse;,hoc Creek Lear Drig~B 

Lake of Woods outlet ttt Lake, lf'/oming 

~ Gage Discharge 
(eec. ft.,) 

June l6 '1,64 2.3.,5 
tt 24 .55 20.4 
• 28 .50 13 .. 6 

July 2 .50 15.5 
tl 10 .48 10.2 7· 
" 21 .41 9.0 <),, j . .,, 

Aug. 2 .38 ,.., ,.. 
I •,t. 

May 1 28.6·· 91' 
II 18 65.'7 
it 22 59.6 
11 29 68 .. 2 

June 16 25.4 
J1u,r 22 7.2 ., 
.lug. 12 6,.8 

May 2 16.5 

Mav ., 2 ().,3 ~ ~·i, "4.~ .... 

Ii 29 15.5 

Apr., 25 ~ .... 

·'" 11.7 
May 2l 1.39 34+8 
" .;:2 l .. 60 4.3.9 .. 23 1.5a 4.3.9 

June ~ .15 1.9.4 ,.,. 
It 11 .. 12 19.0 
If 27 .94 17.2 

July 1 '1 _, 12.0 

June 5 .32.6 
July 23 l2.7 

June 27 5.6 
Ju1y 25 5.0 

June 27 s.9 
July 2r.; ., 9.s 

July 16 o.s 

" 24 s.o 





llr.R.W.Ferris. 

Commissioner of Reclamation. 

Boise Idaho. 

De-:ar Sir:, 

:Menan Idaho June.6th.l934. 

REC 
,JUN 8 1934 

DEPARHJ:NT Cf RECLAMATION 
~~ 

'J!he _proposed raising of .a.merican Falls dam was discussed 

last night at the meeting of the hoard of trustees,Village of' Menan. 

je are strongly opposed to this action.We ~eel storage 

is necessary.higher on the river,So water relaased for power purposes 

will not be most to Idaho farms,Also that fa.rms other than those 

located. belo1v .American Falla may be ·oenefi ted by the ex:pendi tuxes. 

/:ie urge you to use your ini'luence against the raising of 

the ..unerioan ]?alls dam and to su::pport the constrµ.ction of new dams· 

on the north and south forks of Snake iiiver. 

Chair-man Board of Trustees. 



WITH: TODAY'S. ISSUE, The Daily Bulletin 
announces the need for combined effort of all the 
people antfinterests of the Snake :Riyer Vail~y to pre­
vent the raising of the AMERICAi~ FALLS DAM 
to increase the capacity of the reservoir except on 
condition that if or· when more storage facilities .are 
provided on th~ higher levels of the river, the upper 
reservoirs shall be given first rights to store, an:d 
shall not be required t~ release water . thr:ough the 
dam. or dams to satisfy priority claims below. 

ON ANY OTHER CONDITIONS we oppose 
increasing the storage capacity of The American 
Falls Reservoir. Water is a public resi:mrce that can 
be inade to "work hvo or more times on the same 
stream, and is a,bsolutely lost when poured through 
the dam'S. \Yater in a reservoir has value like 
money ,in a bank. It can be used for power and then 
01sed for irrigation. It can be used two or more 
times for power, and some of it. can be u~ed two or 
more t.imeSJor irrigation. It is wrong to .. esta.blish 
priprity rJglits to compel releasing water from upper 
reservoirs; pre~en:t or in prospect, to give.first use to 
lower teServ-0its and thus lose ·it to the ofhers. 

IN .t\ BROAD SENSE of public policy, irriga­
tion, fOWer; cotntnerce; should combfoe. to see tliat 
~11Jea$il5I~ .reservoir sites should be used to capacity 
under public ~ontrol boards with power like the ~dm~ 
fu!ttee .of Nine who now control so satisfactorily the 
waters of one of the greatest )rnigafing systems tn . 
the world. 

With a very commendable record for cooperation, 
for giving and loaning water, for donating a riverfull 
at times to s,aive great areas of farm homes in t:mer­
gency,. for rµaking temporary sacrifices. of power an­
vestments .to in~ure greater devt!llopmet1t of farms, 
cities and towns whose patronage ,utlt:imately increase~ 
thy value of power plants, Thr 0 D.aily /lulkt:in ~alls 
upon all to stildy st.<>ra:~e, :PPY\\ei: ¥114 W?,t,er, <:::ontrol 
in the bmadest interest oLt:he coming cenfuiy. • 
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BYRD TREGO 
Circulation Manager 

ar. R. w. Faris 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear ·1r. Faris: 

C. A. BOTTOLFSEN 
Managing Editor 

THE DAILY BULLETIN 
PUBLISHED BY 

THE IDAHO REPUBLICAN Co. 
FOUNDED BY BYRD TREGO IN 1904 

BLACKFOOT, IDAHO 

June 7, 1934 

LEE C. BRADY 
-1\dvertising Manager 

JUN 8 
DEPARTr;~;~r \1i ··j~,u\TiGf~ l 

~-~---~wii.-=>c-,;¥,._,;..,,c:;•£~,:*,: .. ,;;.,,,..,_J 

We are enclosing a copy of someth:i.ng we are publisbing 
about water storage, and it is our plan to follow it up daily 
with state.nents by thoughtful men who are leaders and students:. 
of irrigation. 

Will you kindly prepare an article of 200 to 306 words 
for our use within the next few days dealing with this subject, 
giving a broad vision as we know you can. 

In order to keep ·y-ou informed reearding expressions 
that we accept for publication we are placing your nane on 
our mailinz list to receive 1.'Le Daily Bulletin griatis, just 
while these articles are be.1.ng publ:i.shed. If we overlook re­
,noving it from the nailer when the storaee artlc:!.es cease, 
kindJ.:r call our attention to it so we sr1all not be imposing m 
space in your mail box. 

Very truly yours, 

BT:cv 



W. M. HANSEN, President E. P. NEWBY, Vice President JOHN A. NELSON, Sec.-Treas. 

Fremont County Chamber of Commerce 

DIRECTORS 
Alton Bramwell 

Earl Terry 
B. G. Stanwood 

H. P. Porter 
F, L. Soule 

Mr. R. W. Faris, 

ST. ANTHONY. IDAHO 

DIRECTORS 

June 5 • 19 34 Joseph Andrasen 
, John T. Fisher 

,~,---=----~-~~~· Davis 
-· Har d Houtz Tl T,1/"'f17'"1",-'i1il ! ) K. Klingler 

J:\.,; ',,i\ 1 ':J ~ 1
/ : ~ ! •~ /J. L. Tomlinson 

~ DEPAI\T!~~.NT C,· B~_GL/\i.~ATiON 
!lkr:~--... ... ,, ~-~•~i~~:;.05,~.,.,..~-~~, 

Co1m2issioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear Mr. Faris:-

Word has reached us that propoganda has begun mnd 
pressure is being applied with the object in view of effecting 
an a1:Jandonment of the activities looking toward construction 
of Federal Resorvoirs on the upper part of the Snake River. 
The purpose of a movement is to bring about the raising of the 
American Falls Dam to impound further flood waters in that 
resorvoir. This movement is being promoted by the Power Trust 
and some of the water users below American Falls. 

There has been made available four million dollars 
for the purpose of establishing resorvoirs on the North Fork 
of the Snake River. The Reclamation Service has been carrying 
on an intensive survey of the area since last Fall, to 
determine the most feasible sites ~or the construction of the 
dam. 

To abandon these projects now would be an 
extrava~ant waste of government funds that have already been 
spent in these surveys. There is nowhere along the Snake 
River that the water is more badly needed than in the upper 
Snake River Valley and the Fremont Cou;.1ty Chamber of Comnerce 
strenuously opposes,. , any action that might be taken to 
abandon the North Fork projects and also any action that 
might be taken looking to the raising of any of the dams 
below the North Fork. 

J.AN:.AP Very truly yours, 

President. 
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Mr. R.17. Faris, 

Roberts. I:::.aho 
June 12, 1934 

Commissioner of Reclamation. 
Boise, Idaho .. 

Dear Sir: 

At the last meeting of the Village in Roberts. 
they gave me a letter from the Chamber of Commerce 
in Idaho Falls, to the Mayor of Roberts, and told 
me as Clork to write letters of protest to you and 
others about raising the dam at American ]1alls in­
steau or continueing the Federal reservoirs on upper 
Snake river .. 

Our County Commissioner, assures me that ?ower 
Companies sre already useing 650,000 acre-feet of 
water which is lost to the State of Idaho for irri­
gation. Ii the upper reservoirs are built and used, 
farmers with old water rights will not have to watch 
their crops burn for lack of water to which they are 
entitled, and the water will seep back to the river 
and not be lost to American .!!~alls. 

I trust that you will give this matter your con­
sideration, and thank you for your attention. 

Very truly yours, 

CL"!<:RK 



LIBERTY + 
JL][ONS 

RIGBY, IDAHO 

Mr R. w. Far1s, 
Commissioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho., 

My dear Commissioner: 

There seems to be two plans for the development of our 
water resources in the Snake River Valley. One plan calls 
for the enlargement of the American Falls Reservior by 
raising the dam several feet higher with the idea of im­
pounding flood water for irrigation and power development. 

The other plan calls for construction of storage reserviors 
on the North and South forks on Snake River. This also has 
for its purpose the impounding offload waters for irrigation 
purposes and the development of power. 

The first plan is being sponsered by the power industry; 
the second by the farmers and the water users in the upper 
Snake River Valley. Manifestly the first plan is unfair to 
the users of water in the upper valley who were the first 
to develop this at natural resource. 

The second plan would not only do everything that the 
first plan does in the way of utilizing the water but would 
be fair to both the upper and lower Snake River Valley. While 
the first plan would benefit only the power trust and the 
lower valley interests. 

We urge upon you to use your best efforts to help in 
the furtherance of the fair plan as against unfair plan. 

Respectfully, 

RIGBY LIONS CLUB 

F~~ 



~ fjt' ·,4;,.c,1"4=-

GUS A. ISENBURG 

R. W .. Fatts, 

C. RAY ISEN13URG 

TETON PHARMACY 
THE REXALL STORE 

ISENBURG & SONS, PROPS. 

ASHTON, IDAHO 

Commissioner of Reclamation, 
Boixe, Ida.ho .. 

Dear Mr. ~-'ari s : 

TED R, 151:.NBL!RG 

I am inclosing herewith a copy of letter written this date to E~-enator 
Jamee Pope.. I have also wri.tten a similier letter to T .. A. Waltere, 
First Assistant Secreta.ry of the Interior, and to you I want to state that 
if all of this water is stored at the American Falls Reservoir, th~ 
upper country is going to be short quite frequently, and there never 
will be any water that mi.ght be used for irrigating places like the 
Machaude Flats., and the water would be sent into the lower country 
where no return flow could ever o~ used. The way to make the most 
use of the water is to store in this upper country and i·1 that way 
we can get the return flow and use it several times. 



Senator James P. Pope, 
0 ashington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Pope: 

Ashton, Idaho. 
June 17, 1934 .. 

I ~m inclosing herewith, a clipping from the IdaJ:o re.lls Post 
of June 14th last, and also a clipping from the Salt Lake Tribu.ll1!t 
of the t~ame date. These 8ho~,, that 1.-:r. Elwood Mead, Reclamation 
Conmi~ssioner, with ~r. toutamyer and ~r. ~alter, Engineer, o.f 
Denver,, met with •ome members of the Comm! ttee o.f N!ne in Pocatello., 
and taiked over the matter of the North Fork Reservoir., 

Prom theae art!clea., 1t seems tha~ these gentlemen think that the 
only proper and feasible way to solve the trouble2 or the water 
ueers on the North Fork and its tributaries., 1~ to raise the 
American Falls J)e.m to an extent that the7 could store at least 
3,000,000 acre ~eet of water. 

I also have a clipping taken fron1 the Idaho Falls ?)os t of June 
14th. of a letter supposed to ~ave been written by Mr. Stoutamyer 
to Mr. Philbrick, wherein t~r .. i.>toutamy•r diecuaaea the reason fOP 
Ni•ing the American Falls ReaerY.oir .. This art1c1e I agree with to 
f!IODl!t extent, but when it comea to the point of not having ?91!taervo1'!'a Oil 
the North Fork and its tributaries. and not on the South Pork., and. 
to do allot our etoring in the narican Falla Reservoir• I do not 
quite agree w1 th him, for 1.r 1:e look over the cond1 tiona of' th1• 
last year. we find that Amarican Falla Reservoir Rtored ottl7 a 
little over 1,000.000 Acre Feet ot water. 'l'he other water went 
throa.gh the power plant• at Milner,. ranidoka and 11.menca.n Fal:S., 
and this make• a shorteg• o~ water. The water at these plaeea 
nm.st be conserved, and the only way I see that this can be done 
successfully 1P to either move the power plants down Snake River 
or ell!le place them. on the North and South Forke of the new proposed 
dams. and if thi~ is done. power could be generated on the North 
and South Fork Reservoire, and water uaed for that purpose stored 
in the American Falls Reservoir. If thsee power plants are placed 
below the Thousand Spring■ on the Snake River. then they are ua6dg 
only the water which can not be uBed for any other plD'posea, ae the 
banks of the tnake River are too:high to get water out to uae it 
tor irrigation pu.rpoaea. 

From renorte that !tlr. Crandall, the ,·atermaster at Idaho Palls, 
he.a made at Beveral meetings. the pO\Yer plants and n,.un1e1pal 
water systems 1~ several places use a great dea.l over 1.000,000 
acre feet of water every year, and if' this water could be saved 
as I think it should be saved, then 1 t would furnish a sup;1l7 of 
water sufficient to irrigate all lands under irrigation at th! 0 time. 

Of cour■e, if they did get a sup~ly of 3,000,000 acre feet of water 
stored in the American Falls Dam, in ordinary years the exchange 



could be made, bu.t in dry yea.ra like this year, we have been tr:,ing 
to buy water to get plenty tor our water users, but water has been 
so short in the American Falls Rettervoir and Jackson Reeervo1r, 
and other canals have been getting the water to such an extent 
that we have not been able until just now to ~et 2000 acre feet ot 
water for the :,ahton territory. This we are using at this time. 
Besides this, extraordinary efforte are being made to get water 
out of the small lakea and beaver dame to relieve the 4ond1t1on 
somewhat. I think the only thing to do is to finish the reservoir 
on the North Fork and small reservoirs on the Fall River and Teton 
River. Thie then would asst\1"9 us of a supply of water euff1c16nt 
in any year, and 1f the water in the £1:merican Falls lte1'ervoir is 
not used f"or power purpoeea, and is stored, then I arn. ru.re the..t 
it would ~111 eve:ry year and there would be enough AUrpius to take 
care of the reservoirs mentioned above on the North Fork, Fall 
River and Teton River. 

'!.'e were very unfortunate in loeing some of the men and machin~ry 
wrich had been working on the North Fork teet1ng. The men arA. 
machinery were taken to the South Pork where they are working now. 
:-.·hile ::e have a small crew on the North Fom, they are only 
e1nk1ng shafts and are not doing any drilling at this time. 

I want to impres!! on your mind that the water on the J·lorth Fork 
will supply more users by far, directly, than a storage on the 
South Fork, and this •hould be £1n1shed ~1rat. I understand 
that there bas been an appropriation made of $4,000,000 to take 
care of the l~orth Fork and its tr1butarlea, but at this time 
they are not doing very mu.eh wor•k. Mr. F. F .. Smith, the Engineer 
did some work in 1932, and again the work started BOme time 1n 
1935, and they worked all winter, and we eupposed that everything 
wae all right, but so tar they have not declared the site un­
teaa1ble, and they ~re testing out other places, but the crew 
ham been reduced to such an extent that without a que8tion of a 
doubt, we will not be able to ~tert work this year. 

V,bAln they moved the crew from the North Fork and placed them on the 
Sou.th Pork, I wae informed th.et this was done for the pur~oae or 
making A quick teat and getting an appropriation for the pu.rpoee 
of building a reservoir, and rrom what information I can get, they 
are f:,r- .from being through. with that teat. Men and mach1nery­
ahould be added to the crew of the North Fork 110 that they can 
finish that work, and e.a aoon ae possible get teet!' mad.eon the 
Fall River and Teton River, which are tributariee to the North Fork. 

I think that tr:1s work should be .forced as Fremont and Madison 
Oountiea ■hould have thiR relier. and then, their need is mere 
than the Count:!eB which e.re irrigated by the Sou.th Fork, for 
they are fairly well supplied, and the neceaaity of a reaervoir 
on the South Fork is more tor flood eontrol and power purposes. 



JToping that you will use your good e~forta to look into this 
matter and see that the work is pushed, so that we will be able 
to get atarted by next spring at tbe building of thia reeervoir 
on thd North Fork. and if posaible on Fall River and Teton River, 
and thanking foa.. I am. 

GAI:ED 
Incl. 

Yours very truly, 



M:r . R . W . Fari er, 
Oommiesioner of Reclamation, 
Boise, Idaho. 

De-aT Mr . Fa::ri s: 

St. Anthony, Idaho, 
June 25, 1934. 

Since pressure is being applied. to effect an abandonment of 
activities t~ward the completion of federal rec.ervoirs on the 
uppe:r part of Snake River, and since the purpose of those applying 
such pressure is to bring about the raising of the American Falls 
dam to empound further flood waters in tha,t re:::rervoir, we are 
writing to say we are OPPOSED to the raising of this dam instead 
of constructing a reservoir on the upper part of the stream. 

Construction of reservoirs high up on Snake River will permit of 
extensive oower development, flood control, and conserve these 
flood wate~s to the extent that they may be used for irrigation 
purposes at any point along the river and will not preclude the use 
thereof by the water users thru the Upper Snake River Valley water 
eystemiJ, which are above the Kmerican Falls Reservoir and which 
cannot obtain water therefrom. such waters may be equi talhly allotted 
to all in need thereof on the Snake River and will be moat fair to 
all concerned. Unlesg sources of irrigation water supply is 
augmented for some of the users of water in tne Upper Snake River 
Valley, many farms must be permanently abandoned. W~ do not want 
additional water with which to reclaim new land; all we want is 
water enough to eave our homes--enough to raise our crops. 

It ie a case of our plan--the Upper Snake River Valley PLAN 
(manifestly equitable and upholding ideals of American fairplay) 
as against the 11 American Falls Reservoilr increase grab PLAN 
( whol:ly. unfair, unequi tab1e and with out question most un-American) 11 • 

We solicit your support of our plan, which will benefit the greater 
number of people--including ourselveer--and. which will be fair to all. 
Thanking you, we remain 

Yours !!!incerely, 

ENTERPRISE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

By ?7(?,J·~ - - - - - - - - - ~ - --- -• O. K. Meservy, Secretary. 
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J. H. HARPER, PRESIDENT 

LONG TERM DIRECTORS~-~ 

I RA R. FOWLER, VICE PRESIDENT 

ROBERT R. WEOEKfND, SECRE7ARY-TREA5URER 

EARL FLOYD, LION TAMER 

K. G. SMITH, TArL TWISTER 

I 

DRIGGS, IDAHO 

June 27, 1934 

Mr. R. w. Ferris, Commissioner 
Department of Reclamation 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear Mr. Ferris, 

Inolosed is a copy of a resolution 

which has been forwarded to Commissioner 

Elwood Mead, Washington, D. C. in test 

to the proposed raising of the American 

lls Reservoir and the olaimi of the 

flood waters of the Teton River in Teton 

County, Idaho. 
: 

We trust you will use your best ef-

forts in securing reservoirs where they 

will best serve this section of Idaho. 

SU 
Inc.l 

S. M. Meikle, Secy. 

E. A. HARTMAN 



lhereaa infor=ation has reaohe4 u, 
from what 1eea1 to be a reliable source 
that there is, or ••Y aoon be,~- er­
tert made to seoure the tlood watera of 
th• upper Teton BiY•r aD~ iia tribu-
tt.,ri ea in 1l'e\ on Coun t1, ldaho tor s t.orage 
in The &merioan ialla reaervoir, aD4 

dhereaa; !eg1nnln• in 1885 aturdf ~ioneer men and •o■en 
began to come into what ia now Tetoo Coun,1. l4aho, •ater b1 ■ tr1ot 
36U, and to poaae11 themeelT•• to the title to land and the right to 
the uae or the waters 0£ the upper feton hiTer eua itw trlbutari••• 
a.nd 

~hereaa; Since that early 4ato uutil l91Y they, and their auc­
ceasora in intereat, -i1'1 unmoleatealy uae 1.ll of the water oi' the 
said upper feton River in ~eton County. tor irrigation and 4omeat1o 
purpoaea1 n.nd. 

Wherea1; During ,ha irrigation aeaaon ldl~ the ueera or th• 
water on the lower reaohos ot Teton RiTer, in what is uow .il're•ont 
and •adiaon Counties, ldaho, having priority ot riRht to the uae ot 
the decreed water ot Teton liiTer and 1ta tributaria1 ~•manded that 
all of the water ot the upper 2eton RiTsr in Teton County be turn•d 
down the naLural ohaLnels ot the &sme, eo that the water thereof 
would be available to 1atiat1 their aeveral decreed ri~ht, and 

wherea•; ~he uaera ot the water on the uJper feton River and 
its tributaries, in 'l1eton Oout1ty • .lc'lalio. took excepUon to the said 
dem&nd, contending that th•J are ond of right ou~ht to be 1ndegend-
ent in the use oi the aaitt wa,era from the wat•r-uaera on the lower 
Teton River in iremont anQ ~adieon Oountte1; submitting ln proof ot 
auoh oonLtntion a table 0£ eeaaurement1, made b1 a lioenaed surveyor 
between ;he dates ot ~uguat 26th & 8lat, 191~, ahow1Dg meseureaenta 
saae b~ him on aaid date, oi the dieoharge or all 0£ the streams 
flowinr Into ~eton River in Teton County, trom which any water had 
ever been diverted, at o point abovo the 41vara1on of all ditoh•• 
t.tike.r. out of the several atreama the1~•ot, whioh measuremu1ta a.now 
168.6Z aecond toet flowinn iuto the said !eton RiTer in Taton Ooun\J ■ 
J..lso aaeaaured the .ii aoharge of the aaid up,Per !e ton Hi ver, tile only 
etream flowing out of Teton County at a point below anJ strenm flow­
ing into the same in Teton Uount~, whioh meaouremant shows e d1aoharg• 
!lowing out ot Teton Countr ot 355.l~ a&cond .:eet.. •lso produoing 
teatimony from liTing witnea•e• showing that thie oondltion waa not 
so naturallJ hS it w~• a• ot the date o! the early eettlement of 
Teton County. That grouna along th& Teton BiT&r in Teton Count7 aa 
of that date was high and dry, and tl:1e homes ot the earl7 aettltrs 
waa built on or netr th$ bank ot the r1Ter. ~u, aa irrigation pro­
ceeded on the high&r grouDd along the toot-hill• from the 1eTeral 
tributary st:r-eama the l~rou.,d along the teton RiTer in Teton County 
became a swamp oauaing th• early r»noh homes knd the roade to be 
moT&d to higher ground. Testiaony showeti tbQ' the irrlgators on the 
uvper !eton RiYGr in f8~on County oauaed a natural undtrground reeer­
voir, holdins the flood watera ot early spring back in the higher 
ground by i t,s uat 1.t1 1rr1g~t1 OD ao thit t 1 t reap_peareJ. by _peroulati on 
in tho lower Teton 11Ter in rremont and ~adison Count1ea later in the 
irrigation aeaaon, causing a diaobarge of water £roa Teton Oount1 of 
two feet tlowing out for eaoh l ft. flowing lnto the Teton RiTer in 
reto11 Count7 thru it.a tributar1ea. a.a 1,1 reault of these mene\lrtmenta 
am4 t&etimon1 the irrigatora on the lower T•ton RiYer, in Freaoat and 
Madiaon County. d14 ~,rae that we are a benefit to them in our uae ot 
these ~atera, and they ~id, after onl1 two daya ot putting the water• 
ot the tributary streams into Chair nat~rr,l oh•nnels in feton Oou~tJ 
rolta1e the wat•r to tae irrigaLora in Teton Oount1, who did ainoe 
that date Mntil 1911 u•• the aasa and all of it unsole•tedly for lr• 
r1gatior., and 

*hereaa; ~s a result or the unmolestea uae ol these waters hun­
dred• ol homes have boon e1tabll1hed and income created autticient 
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to proT14e ror 1om• 4 thousand peopl0 Who live here. School ■• 
Churohea and rowne have beon built. Hail Road, 1elephona, Kleotrlc 
Power & Li~ht line• ~nd almo1t all modern oonveniencee have been pro­
vided tor fhes• people at grea, ooat. ~en ha•e ~rown old putting 
th•1r lite war~ into these inTeai■eut1, all of whloh will be rendered 
Taluelesa. iier•era, bu■ 1n.e1s rind pro:t'essional men will lose their 
all, an~i. so.hoola, towns aud. a oour,ty iu ldaho will be no more unle•• 
we can continue in the unaoleated use of ~ll ot the water of the 
upper Teton RiTer And it■ tributaries in Teton Oount1. and 

*llerea ■; lnformatioti resulting from an incomplete survey of our 
reaervoir po ■ aibilitla1 oc thoae aovoral ?ributArJ atreama ot ~•ton 
River in Teton Oounty reTtial• that \here are a number ot small re­
ser•oir aigh;a teaaa~le tor lspounding water, and 

ihoreLa; 1, la detinitelJ known that uae ot allot the water ot 
Teton River and its tributarie ■ in reton Oount7 is entirely 1n ■ut­
t1o1ont to the proper irrigation ot th& tarma tha~ haTe already beea 
ea ta bli all ed. here, without clevel opman t 0£ these ama 11 •••el"l'oira, and 

Whereaa; We maintain that it ia more Juat that each irrigation 
aectiou &long the llreia.t Snake liiver and 1 te tril>utaries ehould. .,,._ 
a.b.ar•~ 1.n water ahort&f',8 rat:rier thai, that the u.1,per County 1hould be 
laid waste eo that 1rrigator1 lower down thee• atreama 1ho~ld have 
all .. 

low, therefore, we do earneatly proteat against granting &DJ 
pr1Tilege of water atora~e from the upper Teton R1Ter and ita tr1-
butar1ea in Teton CountJ at anf point. down aiream from Tet.on Oount,1, 
entel'il1p,- us auoh proteat tha.t we a.re now anti have tor the paat terty 
~•ara unmoloatedly uaed all of it, and we claim the pr1Yilege to b• 
aerTe(l firat. ..t>artloularly do we protest any action that would. take 
water ot the upper Teton BiTer or its tribut&riea in Teton Oounti 
tor tilling any enlarn•••Dt or Aruerlcan Balla reaerYoir. 

~at•r Oomalttee Representing Dia,. fi&c 
State or Idaho,/ 

/ 
/ 

--~-·-···---------



W. G. BISS ELL 

BISSELL & BIRD 
LAWYERS 

GOODING, IDAHO 

BRANCH BIRD 

October 4, 1934 

Honorable R. W. Faris 
Commissioner of Reclamation 

Boise, Idaho 

r:,:;_y dear Sir: 

Vlill you 1'::indly prepare and forward to me a 
certified copy of all papers from application for 
permit to proof of completion of works in re permit 
No. R-269, the same b~ing the reservoir permit for 
the American Falls project. 

Also will you prepare and forward to me a 
certified copy of your order in re. American Falls 
Heservoir District vs. American F'alls Reservoir 
District No. 2, in the matter of the a,plication 
to administer decree, the same being the hearing 
had before you at Boise. 

It is my desire to use these papers at the 
hearing of the .1.Lrnerican Falls Re.servoir District 
No. 2 vs. i,mericfan Falls :1eservoir District et al, 
set for hearing at ?ocatello on the 22nd of 
October. 

If. you ·will forward me these papers I will 
return check for your charges, or if you prefer you 
may notify me as to the required fee end I vJill 
remit the same in advance. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~iGB/mw 



Mr. Mans H9 .Coffin, • 
Director of Resources, 
Boise, Idaho. 

Dear Sir: 

Dubois, Idaho. 
October 5, 1934. 

I am writing for some information regarding 
the levy of assessments to take care of an over ex­
penditure in the budget of water district No.37. 

When this budget was set up this spring we 
only levied enough to keep the water-master on five 
months, but due to the dry season he had to go on 
a month and a half earlier than usual. Therefore we 
are short $140.00 of having enough to pay him. 

Should we make a special levy now to pay this 
or wait until the budget is set up for 19351 

I have had a. talk with Mr .. S. T., Clark, t-Tatermaster 
of this district regarding this; and if the law does not 
provide for special assessments, he thinks he can get 
his money by presenting each water user with a bill. 

Please advise me by return mail how this should 
be handled .. 

cc to s. T.-Clark, 
Small, Idaho. 

~ery truly, 

B. H. Thomas, Secretary, 
Irrigation District No.37. 



r 
l 

Vr. W. G. Biaeell 
At turt:e"'f-at ... Law 
Gooding, Idaho 

Deer s1r, 

October 81 1954 

Ther .. ; ar.;::; certain papers, cozV of which wae re':i.uested 
1n your letter of October 4, which at this ti::ae I am unable to 
locate. 

Mr • .Paris is in tho Eaet, and up:.m his r1::turn, t;.1e 
latter pert ot thia week, the~o copies will be located and for­
warded to you. 

Yours vccy truly, 

llai:!S II. Coffin 
Department of i'8clrua&tion 
.Director of Wat-:r fl.eeource, 







CHASE A. CLARK 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

SUITE 201, 204, 205 ROGERS BUILDING 

TELEPHONE 183 

l □AHO FALLS, l □AHO D 
OCT26 1934 

Cctocer 23, 1934 : OEPARr.:~. :T OF RECLAMATION 

Eon. ~,. ,; . :?aris 
Com.,.issioner o:t' ~{eclarna tion 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear ~ .. r. Faris: 

~·· -....__:'~ 

There is 2.n t'.1:1c~onfirmed rumor that unless tLe .c'ederal 
~1.eclamation .JeT•a_,tn:ent beccmes active in lettinc; contracts 
o~ ~~e Jeservoir on tLe ~orth aLd South ?ork the J4,000,000.00 
appropriated ~"'or that r,urpos.e is to be v1itllcirawn .. 

It ha.s been stated, appare.atly authentic, tl:.at 3ecretary 
Ickes made tt1e sta te~T:e Lt that funds v1hi ch ;iave been per-
::;i tted to ;hay idle are to be thdrawn. and :r:,le .. ced into active 
pr:::,jects .. 

:i.: tll~mght .1. had better write you 
r:i th this. 

di2. teJ.y in conr:ect ion 

Yours very truly, 




