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Randall C. Budge
PO Box 1391
Pocatello, ID 83204-1391

Re: Your Correspondence Dated April 19, 2010 Concerning Last Chance Canal Co., Ltd. Leased
Water Rights.

Dear Mr. Budge,

I received your letter of April 19, 2010 regarding the status of certain water rights that are
either currently leased or no longer leased by the Last Chance Canal Co. (Last Chance). You have
specifically asked whether the leased rights have been properly credited to Last Chance and either
accounted for or documented in the Water District 11 water rights accounting program and records.

I forwarded your inquiry to IDWR staff hydrologist Liz Cresto to assist with a response
since Liz is responsible for maintaining the Water District 11 water right accounting program.
IDWR was not aware that Last Chance’s lease of right 13-7586 (formerly water right no. 11-255)
had expired after the 2007 irrigation season. As a result, the water right remained in the accounting
program under Last Chance’s name and diversions during the past two irrigation seasons. IDWR
has removed right 13-7586 from the accounting program for the 2010 season. Last Chance
benefitted from keeping the right in the accounting program for the past two seasons since it
reduced the amount of stored water diverted to Last Chance by the amount authorized under the
right for any period that the right was deliverable. Additionally, IDWR water right accounting
program records provides evidence that right 13-7586 was associated with Last Chance since 2003.
This association assures that water diverted by Last Chance would have been credited or accrued
towards right 13-7856, thereby providing evidence of use under the right.

Any concern regarding recent beneficial use under right 13-7586 is probably moot as of this
writing. Since receiving your letter, IDWR approved the Railroad Springs Ranch LL.C water right
transfer for right 13-7586. The new water right number is 11-7657. The new authorized point of
diversion for the right is located near the original point of diversion before the right was leased to
Last Chance (originally right 11-255). IDWR will add right 11-7657 to the water right accounting
program at the new point of diversion under the name of Railroad Springs Ranch LLC.

IDWR affirms that water rights 11-7475, 11-531C and 11-449 are still leased by Last
Chance. These rights are identified in our accounting program and records as being under the name
of Last Chance and diverted by Last Chance. These rights have been properly accounted for since
first being leased by Last Chance except that right [1-449 was shown as having a priority date of
5/1/1892 instead of the correct priority date of 5/1/1910. Again, this error benefitted Last Chance
given that the accounting would have kept the 1892 priority on much longer than the 1910 priority,



thus reducing accrual of some storage to Last Chance. IDWR has corrected the priority date for
right 11-449 effective for the 2010 irrigation season.

- Finally, your letter raised a valid point concerning the fact that the annual Watermaster
Reports and delivery records do not clearly identify the water rights that are diverted under the
various regulated diversions in the district. Please be advised however that the Department’s water
right accounting program does include and rely on updated computer files that link or associate
water rights with physical diversions. Ibelieve the watermaster can work with Department staff on
adding a summary of water rights administered in the district along with associated diversions and
owners. The Department generally encourages watermasters at periodic watermaster workshops to
include such summaries in annuval water district reports. We will ask and/or work with Rock
Holbrook this year to include such a summary in his annual report.

1 hope this response adequately addresses the concerns raised in your April 19™
correspondence. Please contact me again if I can be of further assistance.

Tim Luke
Water Distribution Section

Encl: Approved Water Right Transfer No 76278, Water Right 13-7586 (old) & 11-7657 (new)

cc: Rock Holbrook, Water District 11 Watermaster
Liz Cresto, IDWR
Last Chance Canal Company, c/o Mark Mathews and Marcus Gibbs
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STATE OF IDAHO
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

TRANSFER OF WATER RIGHT
TRANSFER NO. 76278

This is to certify that: RAILROAD SPRINGS RANCH LLC
971 E300 N
ALPINE UT 84004
(801)492-7504

has requested a change to the water right(s) listed below. This change in water right(s) is authorized
pursuant to the provisions of Sectlon 142-222, ldaho Code. A summary of the changes is also listed
below. The authorized change forieé“h affected water right, including conditions of approval, is shown

on the following pages of this docu

Summar! of Water [+} ﬁ Befgre the Proposed Change

Right Volume Acre Limlt Total Acres Source
13-7586 WF!!Decreedl’ ; 289.8 af g2.8 N/A BEAR RIVER

Current Number Period of Lise Naiure of LUsa
13-7586 NO

NO NO

Existing NewNo, Transfer ™ re N Remalnlng Flemammg Remaining Remeining
Right (changed  Rate v [ f _";:_1. Volume Acra Limit Total Acres
portion) N ; g = BN

N/A N/A

137586 11-7657 2.0cfs 280.8af (N/A 828

COMBINED

TOTALS 2.0cfs 289, INAONA L NIA

Detailed Water Right Description{s) attached

Dated this __ 267" day of A{N‘il .20 10

Wu rces gram Manager

SIIPPORT DATA

N FILE #_1_3_'_’__'2_13’&0
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WATER RIGHT NO., 11-7657
As Modified by Transfer No, 76278

In accordance with the approval of Transfer No. 76278, Water Right No. 11-7657 is now described as
follows.

Right Holder: RAILROAD SPRINGS RANCH LLC
871 ESDON
ALPINE UT 84004

Priority Date: May 01, 1889

Source: BEAR RIVER Tributary: GREAT SALT LAKE

BENEFICIAL USE . To Diversion Rate Volume
IRRIGATION ;041207 i 2.00 CFS 289.8 AF
IRRIGATION £ 07/02 to7310/01 1.00 CFS 182.5 AF

X

LOCATION OF POINT(S) OF DIVERSION:

BEAR RIVER VSENE, "' Sec. 19Twp10S Rge 43E BEAR LAKE County
BEAR RIVER ; ‘Seci19 Twp 108 Rge 43E BEAR LAKE County

1

PLACE OF USE: IRRIGATION : et
TwpRgaSecl CNE ) T A T
| NE | NW | SW | SEYNE | NE | NW | SW | SE [iNE | NW | SW | SE | Totals
10S 43E 19 | 8. T 120.2 2.4{ 310
E LR £82.3: 1t | 518

Total Acres: 82.8
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WATER RIGHT NO. 11-7657
As Modified by Transfer No. 76278

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

Use of water under this right will be regulated by a watermaster with responsibility for the distribution
of water among appropriators within a water. district. At the time of this approval, this water right is
within State Water District No. 11.

The right holder shali maintain a measuring device and lockable controlling works of a type

approved by the Department in a manner that will provide the watermaster suitable control of the
diversion.

This right when combined with all other rights shall provide no more than 3.5 afa per acre at the field
headgate for irrigation of the larids above.

ooy
The right holder shall accomplishithe change authorized by this transfer within one (1) year of the
date of this approvat, ]
:
Failure of the right holder 1o comply with thie conditions of this transfer is cause for the Director to

iy F

rescind approval of the transfer!

This water right is subject to all:ﬁ{rior ‘gy_a‘tg(.;"iﬁh_ts;angxshall be administered in accordance with Idaho
law and applicable rules of the Department of Watér Resources.
" i 1 T-_\_

Dated this 2 é-h" dayiof ez
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