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Norm Young

Idahe Department

of Water Resources

1301 N Orchard st.

Statehouse Mail

Boise, Idahg 837201-9000 July 21, 1994

Dear Norm,

We continue to have delivery Problems on the Slough Dpiteh
in Gooding, This is gz multiple yser System. At the
Present time there jgs no organizatiopn controlliing the
deliverieg. We would appreciate it jif You would review
the enclosed letter and give us your advice jin regards to
this Bituation. Thank you for your help,

»

-~ Lee R. Petarson
,ff’f/ Watermaster
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July 21, 1994
To All Water Users on The Slough Ditch:-

There have been HUmerous complaints from the water users
on this system every irrigation S€ason and thig vear hasg
been no exception, the following section of the Idaho Code
is enclozed Lo inform you of the Districtsg responsibility
and that of rhe USeTrs on the system., The diversion
Structure for the Slough Diteh has eroded and is no longer
a viable Structure, allowing the water to flow past the
ditch, =o when the water level in the river is low the
diversion of water 1s limited. There is virtually no
maintenance work done by the users to keep the ditch
clean. Add to this the fact that there i nc ane
controlling the diversion of the water that is in the
diteh and everyone can take ag much water as they choose ,
shorting those Users downstream, You then have the
situation which 135 now Prevalent on this System .,

The following section of the Idaho Code explains the
Procedure for rhe users Lo appoint a manager and assess
the users for the cost of the managers wages, maintenance
and installation of the necessary structures and othery
related cosgts .

Idaho Code 42-907 . Duties of consumers-Appointment of
manager of distributing lateral .

Where two (2) or more Parties take water from said ditch,
canal or reservojy at the same Point, to be convayed to
their respective Premises for any distance through the
same latevral or diztributing ditch, suah parties shall, on
or before APy 1l first of each yvear, select SOMe person to
have charge during the Succeeding season of the
distribution of water from such lateral, whose duty it
shall be to Ascertain and see that the amount of water to
which esch of the parties interested i= entitled jg
Properly appartioned and distributed . It shall be his
further duty to zee that the zaid Person, association or
Corporation, tontracting to furnish such water shall
deliver the amount as providaed in section 42-905, and in
case of dizpute betuween such Person and the saig person,
ASBEOCiatig or Cwrporation as to the Quantity of water to
be deliveved, or the amount actually delivered, the matteyr
shall be veferred to the department of water resources ,
The parties entitled to said water shall] keep their
ditches and laterals inp good condition for carrying and
distvibut ng the came .
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In case the parties entitled to the use of water as in
this section stated shal) neglect or refuse to perform the
duties Imposed upon them by this section, they shall have
no cause for damage against the Person, association or
corporation furnishing said water for failure to properly
furnish and distribute the same

In the fall of 1993, Gooding Mayor, Dave adire sent ot
notices to all users an this system, of a mesting to help
organize and hivre s manazger Tor the Slough Ditch. Due to
lack of supporvt and voiced opposition this was not
accomplilshed |

You are again urged to take the legal action of organizing
your lateral system as soon as possible, to help eliminate
the present and future problems marny of you are
experiencing, receiving rour rightful water supply.

Sincerely,

Lee R, Peterzon
Watermaster




