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WATER DISTRICT GUIDELINES
ESTABLISHED BY IDWR

ANNUAL MEETING
Election of Watermaster and Officers.
Budget adopted and assessments established.

Advisory Committee formed to assist Watermaster and Officers (might not apply in very small districts
since not enough people).

Other business as needed - special problems, IDWR information updates, scheduling of next year's meeting,
etc.

ACCEPTABLE MANAGEMENT

Informal agreement or arrangement is acceptable where all water users are satisfied with water delivery
situation. Any method you choose to meet this goal is acceptable to IDWR if it is acceptable to all of you.

The only water rights eligible for Watermaster delivery are those identified by a decree, license, or permit,
The proper list of deliverable rights will be supplied to the Watermaster by IDWR.

Ideally, all diversions calling for Watermaster delivery of water during water shortage periods will have
standard measuring devices and lockable diversion works - typically a screw-valve metal headgate at the
creek and a weir in the ditch near the headgate to allow practical adjustment and measurement by
Watermaster.

If measuring devices are installed for all diversions, Watermaster delivers available water on priority basis,
totally delivering most senior right first, then next senior right and so on until all available water is
delivered. Junior diversions where no water is available are totally closed.

In the above scenario, Watermaster records water deliveries and then sums total amount of water per right
delivered in one irrigation season. The total flows delivered form the basis for determining costs per water
user for water district expenses.

Without measuring devices, Watermaster uses recorded water rights as the basis for water-delivery billing
purposes. Watermaster makes best effort to see that each water user receives a fair share of water based on
priority dates. This is acceptable as long as all water users are satisfied.

WATER DELIVERY PROBLEMS

Refer all water delivery problems to Watermaster to see if can be successfully resolved locally to everyone's
satisfaction. Water users and/or the Watermaster can call on the Advisory Commitiee for help.

If the problem cannot be solved locally, Watermaster and/or water users should contact IDWR Western
Regional office (334-2190).




IDWR will make a site assessment with the Watermaster, Advisory Committee (as needed), and the water
users to see what is needed to correct the problem.

IDWR SOLUTIONS

Step 1 - The first time a problem is brought to IDWR's attention, IDWR will try to identify a local solution
requiring minimal disruption to normal operations. Help the Watermaster and water users implement this.

Step 2 - if Step 1 is not useful, in some particular cases IDWR will host a mediation effort provided that all
involved parties are willing to attend the mediation and abide by the outcome of the mediation. There is no
guarantee that this will work but past experience has shown that it is worth trying this option. IDWR will
determine on a case by case basis whether or not this step is used.

Step 3 - If Steps 1 and/or 2 fail and problems persist, a more formal process will be used. This involves
IDWR. imposing controls on the water district as follows.

IDWR CONTROLS MANDATED

These controls are not subject to negotiation if events lead to this situation.

Acceptable measuring devices and lockable diversion works must be in place before any water user can call
for Watermaster delivery of water and before the Watermaster can deliver any water.

Water must be delivered in priority order until all available water is taken, and all delivered water must be
beneficially used. If water is not beneficially used, the Watermaster will cease delivering to that right.

Water users will be responsible for any costs for labor and/or material required for the Watermaster to
achieve the necessary level of control of water in the water district. Costs will be based on the relative

amounts of measured water deliveries made to the properly controlled points of diversion.

No exceptions to these controls will be allowed. No water deliveries will be made until IDWR and the
Watermaster are satisfied that all required conditions have been met.

Additional controls can be imposed on the water users by IDWR as needed if other problems occur.

SUMMARY

IDWR encourages informal, local solutions whenever possible. This often produces quicker results when
problems occur while minimizing costs and records keeping for the water district.

If water delivery problems cannot be solved informally and locally, IDWR can attempt to mediate the
situation under certain conditions.

Failing the above two steps, IDWR will impose controls and costs on the water district based on 1. C, § 42-
601 through 42-619. This is not subject to negotiations if events reach this level.




