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20 June 1996

Honorable Bruce Babbitt
Secretary :
U.S. Department of the Interior
1848 C Straet, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Denr Sscratary Babbitr:

We are comoerned that the revised Rules and Regulations for implemepting the
Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 have not yet heen finalized. We WIge you to select
the preferred alternative as ideusified in your Final Envitonmental Impact Statentent
of February 1996 a1 soon as possible. '

As you are aware, the tévision 6fths Rules and Regulations was first mandated by the

igtrict Court fg Ktigation mitiated by the Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC) and others. The Rules and Regulations process ultimately emanated from 2a
agreement between NRDC aud the United States. The District Court Order 2 well
as the agreement required the rulemaking process to proceed with some diligence.
Indeed, as part of that process, the United States was required to adhers to a specific

time.line,

It is with thia background that we view the current situation. We knovw that NRDC
was not pleased with the preferred sltemative and we understand that they have
largely been responsible for the current delay in finalizing the Rules and Regulations.
In light of the fact that it was NRDC that filed suit to cotupel the new Rules and
Regulations, and that it was NRDC that urged diligence and promapt action on the
new Rules and Regulations, it is unconscionable that they should gow greate any
delzy in the finalixation of those Rules and Regulations merely because they do not
like tho spparent result of the efforts they forced upon the United States, It would
indeed be ironic and unfortunate if, after all of this tine, the very emtities withls the
regulated corummnity who intervencd in the litigation to support the United States’
positiop would be forced to retym to court in an attempt 0 compel you to do the
right thing,

Our concems darive fromt soms very real and practical consideratons. We
understand the vew regulations will take effect on 1 January 1997, This is good
because it precedes the growing seasor. However, unless a Snal decision on the
regulations is made soon, there will be msufficient time in which to uadertake the
important buginess plauning that will be required in ght of the new Rules and
Regulations, The longer you delay a decision, the more costly compliance will be.

Time is of the essence.
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bAuc:no:sggu ;:imt gr gf;m will have enormous consequences o agriculture; not only to farm
farming, Tn shoms, o e ;‘:r:znd employ'mes and ufc many other businesses fupported by
ring, In o by,the e communjty West-}w:de will be affected There are 20.000
reron e ea Dy the federsl Central Villey Project in Califoraia, and tens of thouseads 1
action to ize the Sg;l!:mg sor your decision, We Wige your expedicnt and appro rite
action to finalize preferred alternative for the Rules and Regulati i e
tion Reform Act of 1982, ous to mmplement the

Sinearely,

- /.
2s0n. Peltier
Manager




