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Irrigators, BOR team up on’
Payette River water levels -

Goal: Maintain fall flows
PAYETTE — VFive lccal irrigaiion organizations
and the Bureaw of Reclamation have teamed up
hoost water levels this fall in the Payette River Sown-
strean from Black Canyon Dam, state water orficials
announsed, :
The groups have donated approximaiely 6,000 acre
feet of water presently stored in Cascade and Dead-
vood Reseryoirs, which can be released mio the river.
hat's enouagh water to supply an additional 107 cubic
1 per second fiow in tae Tiver for & month, The
eater will e used to help keep river flows
‘-‘gekx B.ack Canvon dam at a minimum of 300 cfs,
telpig fishery develepment,

Hisurically, this time of year the river flows below
Black Tanyon Dam 1 begin to drop t less thap 560
cfs duew a sharply reduced nead to supply water
‘p,\rhreﬁ for irrigation. Last year in lae Scptem-
bre the flow below Black Canver. fell at onz puint 1o
G 230 ¢fs. The Nows typically do not recover until
Hw n ﬂ‘i; fait when tain and snow boost the natural
tow ievely of the river.

Fhe declsion 1o provide the flow augmentation

aier came after a series of informal meelungs
hween L organizations and the Idaho Department
of Wrter Resources, which oversees water distribu-
fion activities arouand the state, The irrigation groups

U

include the Black Canyon limgaiion District, the
Emmett [rrigation District, the Farmers Co-Op Lmiga-
ijon Company, the Lower Payeite Diteh Company
and the Noble Ditch Company. v
“We have extra water this year left over ior carry-
over,’ Payette River Watermaster Mark Limbasgh
said, “The thought behind tis 1= net 1o Jet the river go
down to its natural jevel We O augment the flow t©
keep local fisheries and the pubic in water arour the
Emmett area, We feel it is gnod maucgement of river
irrigation water for public use.” S
Limbaugh added ths area of toe staté should have
some of the highest carryover Jevels it has seen in 10
years, “The flows stayed fairly high and constant
through June and Julv --- that Ut out three weeks
when we aormally use stered water™ "
Limbaugh will monitor” flows "ul ‘Black Carycn
Dam and has been authorized 1 release extrs water
from Cascade and Deadwood feserv/oifs 10 maxe sure
flows stay at the 50C ¢fs minfmum,? ot
The collaboration s the first tirne irrigation infer-
ests in the area have joined forces to provide storage
water to augment river flows, Limbaugh said. “We
see it as another step Lo Manage QUY Tesources. When
it’s a good water year and we've got lots of storage
we wan! o maintair flows which benefit the publie.
and wildlife. We sec it as a win-win situation,” he
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Irrigation water to help fish

Five local irrigation organiza-

tions and the Bureau of Reclama--

Hon have 1eamed up o boost water
levels this fall in the Payetie River
"downsgeam from Black Canyon
Dar, state water officials said.
The groups have donated about
6,000 acre feet of water presently
stored in-Cascade and Deadwood
reservoirs, which can be released

intc the river. That’s enough water

to supply an additional 100 cubic
feet per second flow in the rver
for a month. The exma water will
help keep river flows below Black
Canyon dam at a minimum of 500
cfs, helping fishery development,
Historically, this ume of year the
river flows below Black Canyon
Dam begin to drop to less than 500
¢ty due to a sharply reduced need
to supply water downsweam for
frmgaton. At one point last Sep-
tember the flow beiow Black
Canyon fell to about 230 cfs. The
flows typically do not recover until
tate fall when rain and snow boost
the natural flow levels of the river.
The irrigation groups participat
ing include the Black Canyon Irri-
zation District, the Emment Iriga-

tdon District, the Farmers Co-Op
Irmigation Company, the Lower
Payette’ Ditch Company and the
Noble Ditch Compary.

“We have extra water this year

left over for camryover,” sald

Payette River Watermaster Mark
Limbaugh. “The thought behind

“this isnot to let the niver go down

to its namral level. We'll augment
the flow to keep local fisheness and
the publiz in. water arcund the
Emmett area. We fzel 1t is zood
management of river irrigation
water for public nge ™

Limbaugh added this area of the
state should have some of th2
highest carryover levels it kas
in 10 years. “The flows
fairly high and constant t
June and July — that cut cu.
weeks when we pormally
stored water.”

Limbacgh will monitor flows at
Black Canyon Dam and has been
authorized to release exua water
from Cascade and Deadwood
reservelrs to make sure flows stay
at the 500 ¢fs minimuin,

The collaboration .is the first
tme irrigation .nterests in the area
have joined forces to provide stor-
age water o augment river flows,
Limbaugh said. “We see 1t as
another siep (0 manage our
resoarces, When 1°s a2 good water

_ year and we've got Jots of sterage,

we want to maintain flows which

" benefir the public and wildlife. e

sea it as a win-win situaucon,” he

© said.
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