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Dave.
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WATER DISTRICT NO. 65
102 N. Madin St.
Payette, ldaho 83661
Phone (208} 642-4465
Fax (208 642-1042

Moy 3, 1993

Beoard of Divectors

Black Canvon Lrigation ' istrict
2. Box 226

Notms, Jdahe 83636

To the Divectors of Black Canvon Irrigation District:

On Mav 2. 1993, [ attended what was to be an intormational workshop on the Proposed
Acreage Li aitations and Warer Conservation Rules and Regulations. 1 came away from
that meeting with serious concerns about these proposals as they aifect vour DL\II 1t and
its dav to dav operations. As Watermaster for Water District No. 63, [ believe parr ot my
responsibiliiy is fo mtorm users on the svstem of any and all challenges to their water
rights held or storage space contracted. This situation should be construed as a possible
chalienge to those important assets. On Mav 9. 1995 a hearing will be held at the Red
Lion - Riverside at 7:00 p.m. to obtam publi. mment on these proposals. and [ urge
vour District 1o respond to these rules and guidelines directly. Also m attendance at the
NMay 2 informational forum were Scott Campbell. attorney representing Payetts River
Water Users. and Sherl Chapman. executive director of Idaho Water Users Association,
Those two organizations have at their disposal all the information vour District will neec
Wl prepariie vour written response to these proposels. Your writlen comments wilh be
recaived v Reclamation until June 2. 1993, and shouid be sent to the W estwide
Sattlement Manager. Bureau of Reclamanon. P.O. Box 23007, Denva

or in person gt rhe ’\Ia\' % Public Hearing in Beise, [ have taken the libertv d’r’ngzl\'\smc*
copies o “he 1 aft Guidelines and Criteria o the Water Conservation Plans assoctated
with tiiz preposed ruies and regulations tor vour tovmation. My comments balow are
{imited 1y these. as thev atfect the Water Disiriet the maost, and witds page numbers
associated writh e Dratt Guidelines and Criteria, e proposais dealing wirh Acvenge
Limatanons s&t o 1fl by the Reclamation Rerorm At of 192 should be researchad
throuch cuz of the aforementioned organizanens and resonded to a5 ey affect vour
Dhstrict

Cclorado, w0225

From the Water District’s perspective, the Water Conservation Plans as described in the
Diratt Guidelings and Criteriz create several problems tor other water right hotders on e
svatem. Ay trort 1o conserve water and reduce retumn flows o zrotind naier rechu
affecis downstream users and ground warer pampers greatly. by my opmon. a great d

ol money and ims will be spent on these Waler Conservation Plans m order 1o Dr‘u'\t bt
we already know, that decreasing the return Hows and ground water recharge through
Conseri i -,rlnllx will, over time., be detrimerial o downstream rights opages 3, 210
The Dratt Guidehnes propose that Distriets, such \mu\:}‘\ S, comp l‘-»‘ with all
cavironmenta biws of the United States as well as fie Fndangered Spacies Actn ihe

N
st »._
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Lo ment of these plans, all at District expense. .~ srding to the Guidelines,

CSCIA AT W 'L deternime the extent of NEPA and £ oA compliance at the appropriate
level o eviie on (pages 12-13. 245, Also. after a Dl:ﬁld_ s Conservaten Plan recaives
prelimmary approval. the regronal director of Reclamation wall publish a “Notice of
Proposed Arpreaai™ in the Federal Register. This notice shall include an addrzss tor
obtanmimg u . LU the Plan and environmental documentation and provide a 43-day
public comment period on the proposed approval (page 11). The general public wili then
have the rizht to assess the effectiveness of the District’s Plan m addressing thewr own
private caitses (Le. Indian Tribes. envirommental groups. ete.). Fmally. cost-benelit
analvses wili bc necessa all aspects of the District’s Plan to determme the “eeonomic
feasibilin” mentioned u RRA Section 2i0(a) page ).

Bursau officials mentioned at the Mav 2 forum that the Reclamation Reform Act lacks thie
“teeth (o enforce these Conservation Plan requuremients; however. many of our contracts

tfor storage space will eventually come up tor renewal, and at that time an assessment wili
be made whetker or not the Act has been complied wirh,

i et me know if I can help provide your District with the documentanon necessary to

prepares your Writtein testimony in the public hearmg process on these pr ()p()adib. Aean

Pavette River Water Ulsers and Idaho Water Users Association are also excellent sources

o mntormation. and I would encourage vour District 1o contact them as soon as possibic
Cvou have turther questions, piease give m2 a call.

smeerely.

sk Limibac sl Watermaster

cor My o cathidl IDWER
Mr. St Chapman, TWEA
Nr Scott Campbell, PRWU




