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river floode gquite often in the areas adjacent to the

contral dikes have been built for protection against
water amnage. These dikes have beern shown during the most recent
event to be very ineffectual in protecting the local citizerns
against the cost and misery of floode.
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crtenplate the fulture we read where weather ccourrence
such asz produced  the recent floods are becoming more and  more
freguent. This makes us wonder if we just sit back  and keep
rebuilding after nature takes her course or if there is samething
which could be done. We don't have any faith that dikes can be
anything but stopgap measures to prevent futuwre fFlooding. as
showrn above the sysbtem of dikes previcusly constructed cam  only
be counted on to everntually overtap and make big everte even more
devastating.

We have seen how the dams above Boise were able to take the peak
af  the floode o the Bolise viver and mow Ao they are able to
evacuate the water irn a controlled flow to make the dams ready
foor the wmext oaecurrence. We laok to our cwn situaticon and  feel
this could possibly be cur long term solutice.
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that  the U8 FEureauw of Reclamatiorn haszs  dore
feasibility studies on a number of dams  in the Weiser River
Drairiage but were never able to Justify their construactiorn
pecause of waTavorable cost benefit ratics. We feel there are
several factors which may make the dams more attractive at this
time rot cnly in coets but in bernefite also.
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Number ore and of course most pressing on cur  mind at this time
is the realization at how vulrnerable dikes are to cvertapping
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ether from lack of maintenance or just shear volume of urnexpected
water from uanusual ccowrrences. Mumber two 1s the abandovment of
the Urniocn Pacific Railroad goding in the upper drainage which the
relacatiorn of  played a Ffactor ivn makinmg some of the dam sites
economically unfeasible. Number three is the distinct possibility
of some  Timancial help from the owner’s of the Fower Dams on the
Sriake Miver 1w ouwr country during the FERC velicensing process to
help mitigate for the impacts of the power dams  and related
facilities to this area.

The area has alsa beern financially impacted . by the loss of
sawmille and the railroad goivng to MeCall. Idaho Power has also
closed marny of their local offices which has also had  an impact
o oouy eooooiy i the  loss of local jobs. The construction of
Multipurpose Private/FPublic Comstructed Dams: and the development
of the welser river water shed wounld certainly be a help to a
nreatly weakened local ecornomy.

With ocur limite techrnical review of the BOR’s work it would
appear that the construction of the Lost Valley extension, the
Monday gulch  and the Goodrich dams would go a long ways toward
taking the top of fubtuwre floods and allow the dikes to take care
of  localized flooding. These dams constructed high up in the
water shed in addition to Flood comtral would allowe the maximum
use of  the water dowsstream for  irvigaticn. for resident fish
enharncement, for municipal water for the city of weiser and for
recreatiocn with some water left over for  the Salmon  recavery
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