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Karl Dreher, Director

Idaho Department of Water Resources
1301 N. Orchard Strcet

P.O. Box 83720

Boise, [daho 83720-0098

Re:  Bear River Ground Waler Management Area
Decar Karl:

The current drought which is pervasive throughout the Bear River Basin may or may not
continue through all or a portion of the 2002 water year. Because of the current drought emergency
and the scepter that it could continue into next year, it is critically important and appropriate that the
Director have the nceessary tools 1o deal with the drought including the authority to order waler
delivery on a time priority basis and to cease or reduce withdrawal of water until such time as there
is sufticicnt supply, in accordance with 1.C. §42-233(b).

Itis our understanding that the Director has never issued a “Final Order” designating the Bear
River Ground Water Management Area. 1If that is in fact the case, we urge the Director to do so
without delay.

OnMay 14,1997, the Bear River Water Uscrs Association (“BRWUA™) and PacifiCorp filed
scparate petitions requesting the Director designate a Bear River Ground Watcr Management Area
putsnant to I.C. §42-233(b). A Preliminary Order establishing the Ground Water Management Area
was issued on January 15, 1999,
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Thereaficr, following objcctions by Montpelicr City and certain others on March 29, 1999,
the Director issued an “Order Granting Petition for Reconsideration Nunc Pro Tunc”, A meeling
was held in Montpelier on June 2, 1999, in connection with the matter to address the objections and
rcconsideration. Minor modifications to the proposed Order were agreed upon, the objections were
wilhdrawn and the Final Order was to be issued. It appears due to oversight or other unknown
rcasons the Final Order was never issued.

Based on the foregoing, we respectfully request that the Director issue a Final Order
establishing the Bear River Ground Water Management Area without delay.

Sincerely,

o

RANDALL C. BUDGE

RCB:mr
cc: BRWUA
PacifiCorp:
Jody L. Williams
Carly Burton




