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DEPARIMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Southern Region, 222 Shoshone 5t. Eost, Twln Folls, tdoho 8330'l (20s) 736-3033

CECIL D. ANDRUS***dbibfidf***
PHIL BATT

R. KEITH HIGGINSON
Dlrector
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January 18, 1995

Mr. Dan Cummins
Cummins Farms, Inc.
4418 E 3300 N
Murtaugh, ID 83344

RE: Replacement irrigation weII/ Drilling Perrnit #47-94-3-0019-000;
Water Right #47-O2SLB &, A47-L4O77

Dear Mr. Curnmins:

The Department of Water Resources (department) received your letter
dated January 5, 1995 from Cummins Farms, Inc. stating disagreement
with the department's preliminary order dated Decernber 22, Lggl. Inyour letter you requested a meeting with the department. As you know
{oT* Young, Mark srifka, Gary Funderburg and r met with you and your
drirrer, Borey and Henry, o. January L3, 1995, to diJcuss pr6per
conpletion of your weI1.

This informal rneeting was held to address concerns of the department
about issues of well construction involving waste and/or
contamination relative to the nixing of hot and cold water within the
well and issues of water appropriation.
The facts as represented at the meeting by you and your driller were:

f.) Two wells (ttnorth'r & rrsouthrr) have historically provided
water for irrigation of 32O acres as represented by water
right license 47-O25LB clain A47-L4O77.
2) The rrnorthrr and rrsouthrr wells vrere historically similar
as far as construction and diversion capacity.
3) The rrsouth[ weII due to dropping water table has ceased
to produce water and due to a collapsed casing prevents
Iowering of the purnp.
4) The new well was drilled as a replacement well for therrsouth[ welI.
5) The new weII is completed in water bearing zones which
have temperatures varying from about 57 degrees F to about
L05 degrees F and are commingling.
6) The rrnorthrr well presently produces perhaps 65 inches of
water, but has historically produced 8O inches.

At the meeting we jointly considered several possible solutions.Finally it was proposed and agreed that the follbwing course of
action or steps be taken to help resolve the rnatter. These steps
include:
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1) Before removing the drilling equipment the driller will
piuq the well baci to 1200 feet with fiII and a 30' cement^pfo6. (approxinately t7 bags of Portland neat cement rnixed
into groul and set on a clean sand/gravel fill)
2) Afler the plug is set the department agrees to run a
ternperature log - of the well. If the bottom hole
temlerature is it 85 degrees F or less the departrnent will
consider the weII constructed properly-
3) Should the bottom hole ternperature exceed 85 degrees F

tire well owner wiII post a $g,OOO bond to the director
which shall remain in effect for at least L2 months.
4) Should the bottom hole ternperature exceed 85 degrees F

a pump test shall be conducted as soon as possible in the
iriigition season of 1995. The pump test will consist of
running both the nnorthrr well and the new well for a
minimum of 24 hours then allowing the department to measure
the discharge rate and discharge ternpe5alure of both wells.
If the temperatures are found to be sirnilar the department
may considLr waiving the construction standards. If the
teinperatures are noC sirnilar then either an additional 30'
cemlnt plug with fill will be set at 1100 to 1L3o feet to
isolate the lower low ternperature geothermal resource or
the owner can supply other information adequate to show
that the cold wat-e} source is not available.

prior to JuIy L, 1995 the owners wiII either 1) abandon the rrsouthrl

well to meeC minirnum well construction standards or 2) apply for a
water right for recharge and an injection weII perrnit for using the
nsouthrr well as a rec-harge well or 3 ) apply f or a new point of
diversion on your water rights.

The departmentrs agreement to these procedures does not affirm the
validity of the claims rnade in the Snake River Basin Adjudication but
inforrnalion gathered may be used in reviewing the claims.

We appreciate your wiltingness to cooperate in finding a solution to
this complex situation.

Sincer€Iv,

/,1'm^,+
/ /4* tt 14 'tY v\-'/

aYlen llterritt, PE
Southern Region Manager

Boley & Henry Drilling
IDWR-State Office
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