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*****************************************************************

Tom Leno, the dam owner's son, came to the office today to discuss
the problems at the dam. During the conversation we talked about
the.present condition of the dam; the oepaitmenL's position with
regard to maintenance, alternatives to meet concerns, validity of
the water right.

Mr Leno reviewed the file to look over department observations of
the present condition of the dam and he requested copies of a memo
to the file (L2lL4/95 by Corey) and a nail message to D.Shaw
(3lt/96 by ne). The Skinner memo reiterates problems at the darn
and rnentions the forfeiture issue. My mail message to Dave Shaw
requests an opinion regarding forfeiture when the structure has not
been maintained to a leveI sufficient to authorize storage,
regardless of the availability of water.

I explained that no response was received to repeated atternpt,s by
the departrnent to maintain the dam. He explained that his father
had a medical problern in the past and that his father basically
hoped the problem would go away if ignored. Mr Lenots parents were
alarmed by the consequences specified in the letter under the
Attorney Generalrs letterhead and he said they asked him to work
with the department. Mr Leno indicated that he would be pursuing
an alternative to meet IDWR conditions for the structure. I
outlined the alternatives: 1) breach the daml 2) render it
incapable of storing water; 3) repair the structure.

For economic considerations Mr Leno said that they could not afford
to repair the dam or to breach it, themselves (and especially could
not afford to pay for an IDWR-contracted dam breach). Furthermore,
he indicated that the dam acts as a flash flood peak flow
attenuat,ion structure and would not like to see it breached. The
remaining solution then is to render the dam incapable of storing
water. Mr Leno said that he would like to lock the gate open. I
pointed out that the chain or lock could be cut. He responded that
he had intended that the securing system would be similar to the
USFS guarded lock arrangement - protected in a steel cylinder. I
expressed the preference that the slide gate be removed, but that
IDWR wiII not dictat,e what methods must be used. IDWR needs a
proposal and timeframe in writing for review and will comment on
the acceptability and/or suggest refinements. I further explained
that an advantage of his visit is that more alternatives could be
put down for his consideration. At this point we digressed some
and talked about the eventual solution being effective and






























































































































































































































