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STATE OF IDAHO
DEPARTMENT OF DEC -, 2

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY DEpy
WATER RRIENT O
URCES
1445 North Crchard + Boise, Idaho 83706-2239 = (208) 373-0550 Dirk Kempthorne, Governor

C. Stephen Allred, Director

December 2, 2004

RECEIVED
Lori Graves DEC 10 2004
Idaho Department of Water Resources WATER RESOURCES
2735 Airport Way WESTERN REGION

Boise, ID 83705-5082

RE: Revised Comments: Water Right No. 57-11663 in the name of J+M Cattle Inc.
Application for Permit to Appropriate the Public Waters of the State of Idaho

Dear Ms. Kreger.

Per my telephone conversations with you and Joe Baldwin from this Department, | have revised
my original comments regarding this application.

Commercial Water Supply

This facility does not serve 25 or more people over 60 days per year, which is the criteria that is
used to determine if a new water system must be designed and tested as a public drinking water
system. Therefore, the siting and construction of this well are not subject to the Department's
review and approval. Also, the well water will not be subject to initial and ongoing monitoring
requirements and it may be unsafe to drink.

We recommend that all water fixtures be marked as “nonpotable”, and that NSF-61 approved
bottled water be provided for all visitors and employees.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (208) 373-0162, or via e-mail at
srae@deq.state.id.us.

Sincer

taff Enginger
SHR:vee ©G:Engineering\Srae\Reviews\Planning and Zoning Comments\IDWR-REV-57-11663-J+M Cattle Inc_11-23-04.doc

cc: Charles W. Ariss, P.E., Regional Manager-Engineering, Boise Regional Office
File 24, Manager's File, Reading File
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NOV 09 2004
November 8, 2004 WATER RESOURCES

Ms. Lori Graves

Sr. Water Rights Agent

Idaho Department of Water Resources
2735 Airport Way

Boise, ID 83705

Dear Ms. Graves,

WESTERN REGION

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture (“ISDA”) has inspected J&M Cattle Company (Mr. Jon
Mortenson’s) facility located at Upper Reynolds Road, SW of Melba, ID, Section 13, 1 South, 3

West,

At the time of the inspection, the facility is in compliance with ISDA rules. Future expansions and
changes of the facility will be reviewed and inspected by ISDA to ensure continued compliance.

If you need any] ing--c}ser;:szqqse..lgt_‘mc krfl,?w.

I

- N
éincerely,\/lrjf ;j e

[ S

.

e Johri Bilderback
_—Resource Engineer

cc: J&M Cattle Company, Jon Mortenson
cc: ISDA J&M Cattle Company File

"Serving consumers and agriculture by safeguarding the public, plants, animals and the environment through education and regulation.”

ISDA Engineering Services » PO Box 790 = Boise, ID 83701« (208) 332-8665 » (208) 334-3637 (Fax)

Page 1 of |



RECEIVED

OWYHEE COUNTY | NOV 0 8 2004
P Office B 128 ) WATER
N ffice Box 1 WESTERN FEGIOR
83650

Phone: (208) 495-9851
Fax: (208) 495-2051

4 November 2004

Sue Kreger

Idaho Department of Water Resources
Western Region

2736 Airport Way

Boise, Idaho 83705-5082

Re: Application for Permit ID #57-11663

Dear Ms. Kreger:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the J&M Cattle Inc,
application to appropriate the public waters of the State of Idaho.

J&M Cattle has applied for a conditional use permit to establish a calf
feeding operation on the property described in the application. As of this date, no
decision has been issued. I respectfully request that any permit issued by your
agency approving appropriation of water for the use described be allowed under the
condition that the operation show proof of compliance with Article II of the Owyhee
County Code (zoning ordinance) prior to the commencement of water use.

Sincerely,

K’&l % :
Kay Kelly-Brea

Planning & Zoning Administrator

cc: J&M file



RECEIVED

| STATE OF IDAHO
DEPARTMENT OF , NOV O 1 2004
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY WATER RESOURGES

WESTERN REGION

1410 North Hilton » Boise, Idaho 83706-1255 = (208) 373-0502 Dirk Kempthorne, Governor
Toni Hardesty, Director
October 27, 2004

Ms. Lori Graves, Senior Water Agent
Idaho Department of Water Resources
Western Region Office

2735 Airport Way

Boise, ID 83705-5082

Re: J&M Cattle expansion

Dear Ms Graves:

This letter is to inform you that the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is working with
Jon Mortenson, J&M Cattle to insure that all relevant water quality and environmental standards
are met at the proposed facility expansion project. DEQ participated in a site visit to the facility

as a member of the CAFO Site Advisory team and was a co-signer on the site suitability
determination letter to Mr. Mortenson.

If you need additional information, please contact me at 373-0248.
Sincerely,
9«(_ &5,(;{&%%
“Joe A. Baldwin, P.G.
Hydrogeologist
Technical Services

JAB:ab

c CAFO Files
COF
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Augu‘st 18, 2004

To: Ms. Kay Kelly, Planning and Zoning Administrator
Owyhee County

Post Office Box 128

Murphy, Idaho 83650

From: Jon Mortensen, Property owner

Subject: Additional information requested my Mr. John Bilderback, ISDA

Dear Ms. Kelly;
I'am providing additional information as requested by Mr. John Bilderback, letter dated

August 10, 2004, to be used by the Idaha State CAFO Siting Team. This information is
provided following the format of the CAFO Siting Advisory Team Request form for
questions 4 throughl4 as follows:

4. Water Right Information _
Water right and usage for the 180 acres were established with the prior use of the

property as a cattle feeding lot. The Idaho Water Resources on February 15, 1916 issued
a domestic water permit and on May 27, 1979 issued a water permit for a 3,000 cattle
feed lot, see Conditional Use Permit Application (CUP) Attachment No. A.

3. Vicinity Map with site location
The planned structures and site improvements for the calves® feeding area, location of a

metal building for the mixing and storage of milk, designated parking area, existing
location of wells, compost area, vicinity Jocation and location of lagoon ponds for animal
waste are shown on the Site Layout Map, see (CUP) Attachment No. D.

The subject property is located outside of the FEMA flood zone mapped area and not
included in the designated 100 year flood plain area, see Attachment “FEMA Flood

Map” page 5.

Information concerning wells within ope mile of the subject property was obtained from
the Idaho Department of Water Resources for wells permitted since 1987 and all licensed
property, see /(CUP) Attachment No, E). Also, a Site Map is provided that shows the
projects location and land use improvements within a one mile radins, see Attachment

“Site Map”, page 6.
The water sources that exist on the site include the Bernard Ditch and the Reynolds Creek

Irrigation Lateral as shown on the Site Layout Map. There are no other water sources in
the vicinity that would affect the subject property.

A Contour Map at one foot intervals is provided of the subject property lying south of the
Reynolds Creek Irrigation Lateral, sce Attachment “Contour Map”, page 7.
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IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT
L _ OFAGRICULTURE
ENGINEERING SERVICES
RECEI
September 3, 2004
* SEP 03 2004
DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICE
Ms. Kay Kelly %
Pianning and Zoning Administeator
Owyhee County
PO Box 128

Mugphy. ID 83650-0128
RE: J&M Cattle, CAFO Siting Teum Sie Suitebility Deterndnation

Dewr Ms. Kelly:

The ldaho Stato CAFO Siung Tewn has completed its review of the epplication for J&M Farm's
praoposed daity calf raising facility, located in Township 1 South, Range 3 West of Secrion 13 in Owyhee
County. The review was cormplated in response 10 a request rade by the Owyhee County Comnrissione rt
in accordance with IDAPA 02.04 18,

The Team. consisting of representati ves from the Idsho Deparunent of Envizonmental Quality (IDFQ).
Idaho Dapartment of Waier Resourves (IDWR), and the Idaho State Department of Agriculrurs (JSDA)
performed 8 site evaluation {from 1:30 PM 15 2:30 PM) on August 30, 2004. A final review meeting was
conducrad on the sarme day and agaib oo Septambay 2, 2004,

The information evaluatad for this facility included the application package providod by Owybee County.
IDWR well log information and wates right records, IDWR State-wide Ambient Oroued 'Water Quality
Monitoring Progrn netwodk dats, IDEQ data, ISDA Regional Agriculiven Grouad Warer Qualicy
Monitoring Program data. well diller reports and discussion with Jon Mortensan (the OWNEYOPErAOr)
during the site review.

The followlug technical factors contributed in determinetion of the taling,

* The proposal is for a new didyy calf ralving faclity. The i mber of animal units boing proposed is
3,000 Anisnal! Units. Using a 200-pound average, the total capacity of the propessd facaliry it
approximately 15,000 calves.

A Nutrient Man:emant Plan was not inclnded nor evahusted because Owyheo County did not reguire
a plan to be submitted as pant of the application.

The propoecd fucility will control B0 irrieated acres.

There sppears (o be adequate water tights for the stock waler use. Additiongl water rights, or transfers
will be nexed for the industasl/commercin) use for thiv facility. Issues involving water availability
are rmatters |0 be heard and decided on by IDWR in e separate water right process proscribed by law.
Upan comgpietion of the water rignt and transfer process, IDWR will make a final detarmination.

"Serving consur s and agricatre by gateguesding the publiz, plants, arimdis and e ervironmen? Bhrougn ecucation and
regulation.”

1IS0A £oglmeuning Servieas » PO 8ox 790 o Boigs, ID 83701« (308) J32-§685 » (208) 354+ 3617 (Fax)

.. A F oA
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¢ Average precipitation is 11 inches per y :ar. Gronndwates vecharge is peimarily from preciphiation,
cunals a:d urigation,

= The groundwater table and first cncountered watet it the locai ares varies from 78 (ig % NW % SE of
Section 13) 10 greater than 514 fect (in ¥4 NE % NE Section 13) below ground surface. This indicates
significaut variability in the groua ' water Jevel in this vection.

s The general mgional groundwaier flow ¢ rection is peesumed to be nosth to northeast towards the
Snake Rivac.

*  Groundwater quatity data within the wes : 1ggest median nitrate concentrations to be betweots O and 2
pans per million in the local arsa and ai= s \ble or decreasing.

*  The neare st J03(d) listed watex body s tie Snake River which is located approximately 7 mules
northeast and down gradient from the propeied facility. This section of the Snake River has an
spproved TMDL (completed by DEQ 2002, approved by EPA, January 2004) for nutrieats,
specifically Total Phosphorus.

* Liquid wastewater including munofY from the facility will be contained within waste storage poads (to
be built). The wastewater will cvuporale or be lund applied on Ure 80 acres owned by the calf raising
vperation.

*  Solid wasts will be composted on-sits or directly land applied.

+  Odor Conwol. The lagoons will contain wustewater fron the milk facility, flushing of the calf hutch
alleys and any ranoff from the facility, With properly niaiutained composting practices, odors cag be
minimized. Pecanse the proposed facility iv planoing on fluw hing the hutch alleys. vdors may b
greates than a traditional scrape wasis system. Additions) methads of odor control may nead 1o be
implemented.

= Peat Control. The facility will implsment post control pra.tices,

¢ The CAFQ Siting Team did not review any information regarding air quality. For « more specific
evalusion of air quadity couceras, please contace the regioral DG oftice.

A critival concern from the data used for this site evaluation is th.e number of down g1 dient domestic
wells, which are estimated to be vlder welle and moie vilneeabie to conten: ‘nation. The pessence of (hese
walls makes it absolutely necessury to ensure a)} waste continment it sdegoately built ‘o méet ull the
cuent regulations and standards. The produver must have any new voastewdler coptain. neme suctures
approved by ISDA including berning prior to use. .

The fina! facility cngineeriog 2nd site plans nrust be submitted 1o ISL'A v fing) approva, before
comstrustion can commence, The enginsoring plans for this fac ity wil! pe =t (0 be completed by »
Professional Engineer if & flushiig waste system design is impicmented Adoitionally. IS A will ensure
the wasts containment and anima) houglng kotivities are a murdanam of i0L0 toet from a well of tesidence.

The following recornmendation is based on the infurmation supplied 10 the wam, throngh the producer snd
site~gpecific conditions at the time of the evaluation. However, information usad for evaluating the
ground water, geology and soils is bused on regional informasion and may pot fi By chara. erize the Joeal
condhtions affecting the specific fucllity. Any changes or modification in the apy ication ¢ ; ut the site
inay slter the Svitability Deternination. The Suutability Determinarion, as dctemi: ~d by th - Teasn, is
Low Risk,

"Serving consamens and sgrizLiture by selegusrdag the pudlic, plar’s, animals and the enviruamun; . igh s, Wion and
megulston.”

ISDA Bygineenng Service, » Y0 Box 790 « Boise, ID 85701~ (208) 332-R665 » 208)334 3 7. rax,

Faee®s 3%

a3
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The followiny individuals w re presen: at ibe CAFO S:ung Team . valuation. Tha names depicied o bald
type ang the individuals resp o sibla for die sastatility desermingtivn
L. John Bilderback, }~1:4, Resourve Enyinecy
2. Crag Teseh, I8DA, 1. drogeelogisr
3. Joe Baldwin, IDEQ, & aior Envivonmental Hydroged 'ogist
4. Deanis Owsley, Envi on: sental Hydroguologist
5. Kathryn Dallus, Envirunn.zntal Bydrogaologist
6. Mike Ingham, Water (uality Science Otficer
7. Helen Harrington, IDWR, Techuical Hydrogeologist
2. Lor Graves, IDWR, Seaio: Water Righe Agemt
9. Kay Kelly, Owyhee Co:mty anning a1d Zoning Adminisuwaror
10. Jon Mortenson, QOwnerfUperator

iapyegarding this tile Jerermuonnon, please feel frez 10 contast s,

detback, 1SDA, Heien Harringron,
y 332-8665 {208) 5X7-7950
-
Wy .
Baldwia, IDEQ
(208) 373-0248
ATTACHMENTS

1. IDEQ produced map (ncleding animmal inits in the area, public water sysiems, residantial wells,

irrigated acyes and population)
2. TDWR pitraee concentintions map

VSarving conguers it $pnicultre by safequarding the pubkic, plents, animeis Ind e enviranment through Lucadun ond
regulstion.”

15D A Enprinaesing Scrvices » M0 Box 790 » Boise, ID B3701s 20B) 232-8663 ¢ (238) 334- 3637 iFyx)

o4



OWYHEE COUNTY
Planning & Zoning
Post Office Box 128
Murphy, Idaho 83650

Phone: (208) 495-9851
Fax: (208) 495-2051

20 May 2004 RECEIVED

MAY 2 4 2004
Sue Krueger WATER RESOURCES
Idaho Department of Water Resources WESTERN REGION
2735 Airport Way

Boise, Idaho 83705-5082

Re: J&M Cattle Inc./Application for Permit/ID#57-11663

Dear Ms. Krueger:

I am in receipt of your letter of May 14, 2204 regarding the above-numbered
Application for Permit to appropriate the public waters of the State of Idaho.

The description of the proposed use on the application, stock water for 3,000
head of beef/dairy replacement heifers, indicates that J & M Cattle must obtain
approval via a conditional use permit prior to establishing that size of cattle feeding
operation in Owyhee County.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Sipcerely,

Planning & Zonink Administrator

cc: John Mortensen
Que Fullmer
Idaho Department of Agriculture



