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RE: City of McCammon Water Right #29-08226
Mrs. Gibson:

This letter is being submitted to you along with the Proof of Beneficial Use form and
license fee for the purpose of reinstatement of Water Right #29-08226 which lapsed in
July 2001.

The stated water right was originally filed in May 1998 for the amount of 1 cfs for the
construction of a new municipal well for the City of McCammon located in
southeastern Idaho. The point of diversion was changed in February 2000 and well
construction was started in July 2000 for Well #3 (also known as the Bitton Well).
Drilling of this well was completed September 21, 2000 and the well was pump tested
on October 18, 2000 (see attachment).

On July 1, 2000, the IDWR requested proof of beneficial use from the City. Because
the well was still in construction at this time, the City filed for an extension of time
which was granted until July 1, 2001. According to IDWR, no proof of beneficial use
for this water right was provided.

Since the construction of Well #3, the City of McCammon has been using the well as a
municipal water source without a valid water right, unbeknownst to City personnel. It
was the understanding of the City that all necessary paper work had been submitted to
establish a valid water right to allow use of Well #3.

Recently, Keller Associates, Inc. was contracted by the City of McCammon to design a
new well for the City. As part of the new well design, Keller Associates researched the
City’s water rights to identify all water holdings of the City. It was at this time that
Keller Associates and the City of McCammon discovered that the water right for Well
#3 had lapsed.

In investigating the reason for this water rights lapse, Keller Associates has concluded
that there are several reasons that collectively contribute to the proper paperwork not
being submitted to the IDWR. First, the design and construction of Well #3 was
controlled by a third party developer as part of a development agreement with the City
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to provide a municipal water source by constructing a new well. Furthermore, during
the time that Well #3 was being completed, the City Public Works Superintendent had
to take medical leave for several months. After returning to work in the early part of
2001, the Public Works Superintendent resumed his many duties including operating
the City water system. At this time, the Public Works Superintendent was under the
understanding that all necessary paperwork for Well #3 was complete. Shortly after the
summer of 2001, the City appointed a new City Clerk and shortly thereafter a new
Mayor took office. These numerous factors compounded to cause the IDWR’s request
for proof of beneficial use to go unanswered by the July 1, 2001 deadline.

We are requesting, in behalf of the City of McCammon, that the IDWR consider the
attached proof of beneficial use and reinstate the City’s referenced water right as
originally granted on June 29, 1998. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,
KELLER ASSOCIATES, INC.
7, .
12 Iy : ‘ ( s i’
e ra ’ / §Vd
Bryan Phinney, P.E. Michael Bundy, E.LT. )
Project Manager Project Engineer
Attachments

cc: Mayor Bullock
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