NQ Color

Documeng B

In File



MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 10, 2003

TO: Water Right File 31-7311
FROM: Shelley W. Kee

RE: Transfer Proposal

This morning IDWR received a letter from Ben Jernberg describing his idea for a transfer of some
of the water use described on License 31-7311. Skip Jones of Eastern Region has agreed to
respond to the letter. However, in case the matter arises again, I offer the following summary of
the issued that Mr. Jemberg’s proposal presents.

Approval condition no. 6 of License 31-7311 recognizes that Mr. Jernberg applies 4.99 cfs to 663
acres of uncultivated pastureland in addition to the beneficial use listed in the elements of the
water right. Watering of the pastureland was not included among the elements of the water right
because the beneficial use was questionable. The issue with Jernberg's use of water on the
marginal pastureland is that the consumption is certainly far less than would result from a row
crop, or even grain. When I was asked over the telephone by Mr. Jernberg about the possibility
of transferring that use, I advised him to hire a consultant to determine the acreage irrigated and
the consumptive use from those acres over the past 5 years, because he is really proposing a
change in the nature of use from the current use to irrigation. If the consultant determines, for
example, that the consumption has been 1 acre-foot per acre, and Mr. Jernberg wants to transfer
it to a location where the standard consumption is 3 acre-feet per acre, he'd have to dry up 3 acres
for every acre at the new location.

From the Transfer Memo

(13) Historic Beneficial Use. If the application for transfer proposes to change the nature or
purpose of use, season of use, or for a supplemental water right, the place of use, the applicant
must include an attachment documenting the historic extent of beneficial use under the right. For a
transfer seeking to change a water right from irrigation, the attachment must provide sufficient
data and information to determine historic consumptive water use. This can be satisfied by
submitting records of cropping pattern or rotation, or records of water diverted and system
efficiency, for at least the most recent, five consecutive  pMORGEILMED
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