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June 23, 2005

Daren Nelson

Brockway Engineering

2016 N Washington St

Suite 4

Twin Falls, ID 83301

Dear Mr. Nelson:

Please find enclosed a water right transfer application in the name of Rick and Sharon
Hawker that you recently submitted to our office, Also enclosed is the filing fee

the application. In addition, the application was not entirely clear as to the purpose of the
application in relation to the feedlot operation (is the feedlot expanding, is the application
just providing additional water to the existing feedlot with no expansion, etc.).

performed and included with the application. Typically, this requirement can be satisfied
by including a copy of a spreadsheet analyzing the water requirements at the new place of

The narrative included with the application mentions that Mr. Smith, the current owner of
the rights proposed to be transferred, sold part of the farm to Pickett Ranch & Sheep Co.
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processing policies and procedures memo further states “When it is necessary to

right, the average annual

Reviewing the Idaho Power records that were included with the application indicates that
relatively speaking, very little pumping (canal water &/or well water) was more than
likely pumped over the years. For example, by dividing the monthly use (kWh) by the
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Year | Total estimated hours Volume (estimated hours x 0.60 cfs)
1996 275 hours 13.6 ac-ft
1997 1,045 hours 51.9 ac-ft
1998 1,055 hours 52.3 ac-ft
1999 453 hours 22.5 ac-ft

Note that the analysis included with the application estimates the annual groundwater use
at 145.4 ac-ft.

Year | Total estimated hours Volume (estimated hours x 0.60 cfs)
1996 0 hours 0 ac-ft

1997 0 hours 0 ac-ft

1998 962.5 hours 47.7 ac-ft

1999 252.8 hours 12.5 ac-ft

Note that the four-year average volume in the table above is only about 15 ac-ft. In
addition, it should be noted that in the power records that were included with the
application it appears that the demand js at its maximum values the same months when
the canal water is being delivered. Therefore, for the peak demand months, it is probably
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Examination of the Department’s power records database reveals that for the years 1998
and 1999 a second motor of 60 hp was identified in addition to the 50 hp motor
(presumably the well). Examination of the Department’s power records database for the
years 1995 — 2004 reveals very similar peak demands (9 total months with demands

greater than 35 kW out of 10 years of data) as those years identified in the power records
submitted with the application.

In summary, it appears that there are a few discrepancies and deficiencies with the
application and that additional effort may need to be spent on the groundwater use
analysis to justify the average groundwater use of 145.4 ac-fi per year. If you have any

questions, or if I can be of any further assistance, feel free to contact me at your
convenience,

(g (A

Corey Skinner, PE
Water Resource Engineer

Enclosures



