TO: Allen DATE: May 6, 1998
FROM: Jim Stanton

SUBJECT: Possible Illegal Groundwater Diversion

Today I was contacted by Mike Felton Jr., the attorney for Box
Canyon Livestock. They purchased the land under Right 36-04117
within the last few months, expecting that it could be fully
irrigated with the existing well. The decree states that canal
water is also used on this land, but Felton told me that the canal
water was sold off sometime in the past (he wasn’t sure when). The
well is now used to run a pivot on the 100-acre parcel, even though
the groundwater right is only for 25 acres. He said the owner was
recently contacted by Jeff Martin of the groundwater district (I
presume it was Jeff) concerning this problem. I explained the water-
right limits to Felton, and that irrigating more than 25 acres a
year from this well is illegal. He said he would discuss this
further with his client.

I’m not sure if I should report this or not. I don’t think that we
~ want people to be afraid to call us on such matters for fear of
getting into trouble. Anyway, here is what I know at this point.
Do you want me to investigate further?



