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Re: Water Right Application No. 72-16771 (Watson) 

Dear Lyle, 

ldaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) staff has reviewed the application from Kent S. and Debra L. 
Watson for 1.60 cfs of groundwater to irrigate 71 acres near the city of Challis. The applicants intend to 
pump from a well (drilled in 1996) that is 650 feet deep and store in a one acre pond. This ground water 
withdrawal should not negatively impact fish or aquatic resources and we do not have significant 
concerns with the permit issuance. 

However, we have some concerns with pond management and want the applicants to be aware of these 
concerns. Most ponds in our area experience vegetation growth in the summer and it can be excessive in 
some artificial ponds. It is likely that the pond will experience seasonal algal and macophytic vegetation 
growth that may prove difficult to manage. It has been our experience that chemical controls often result 
in undesirable consequences to both aquatic and terrestrial species downstream of treatment areas and in 
receiving waters. It is likely that many wildlife species will be attracted to the lake and if inappropriate 
use of herbicides occurs, there may be direct damage to these resources also. Furthermore, the applicant 
needs to be aware that if they plan to stock fish into the pond, they will need to secure a permit from our 
Department prior to acquiring fish. We have adopted relatively strict guidelines in our stocking permits 
to protect both ESA listed and other native salmonids from disease and genetic hybridization risks. 

We appreciate the opportunity to review this application and provide comments. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Lukens 
Regional Supervisor 

cc: Walt Poole 
Eric Crawford 
Bob Foster 
Kent S. and Debra L. f i ep~ng  /dahob W,Idi/ ,  Heriloge 
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