City of Weippe
623 N Main St
- Weippe, Id 83553 | :
Phone/Fax (208)435-4216 _ ' Email weippe@orofino-id.com

February 1, 2008.
- Kenny Walter, Mgr. : L - Re CE“
Empire Lumber Co. ' ' - , o A"
Box 206 | | | &g p g, 5D

Weippe, Id 83553
RE: Protest to Application to Per:’mit_-No:.: 84-12242
Dear Mr. Walter:

The City of Weippe is very concerned with the amount of water Empire Lumber Company is
requesting in their application for water right. You are requesting nearly 3 million gallons per day,
365 days per year. I _

- While our’s may have been the only protes_t; accompanied by a $25 protest fee, We_r_epresent an
additional 400 people residing in Weippe. The City also provides water to 45 residences in the
Pleasant Acres Water/Sewer District. ' . :

The City also received the letter of January 16, 2008 from the Department of Water Resources. I -
called Robert Haynes and discussed the 7 items the DWR must consider in approving or denying an
application and our response to each. They are: 1) We do not know if the proposed use will reduce
- the quantity of water under existing water rights; 2) We do not know if the proposed water supply
is insufficient for the purpose intended; 3) The application is made for approximately 3 million
gallons per day year long. This could be considered speculation; 4) We believe Empire Lumber has
sufficient financial resources to complete the project; 5) We are very concerned the proposed use
could conflict with the local public interest in the public water resource. The amount of water applied
for could result in eliminating the existing municipal water supply; 6) The proposed use is not
contrary to conservation of water resources; and 7) Re: diversion from one watershed into another
1s not applicable. : '

I'told Mr. Haynes 1 think it is nece_-s'Sary to have a meeting with him, a city representative and a~
designated representative of Empire. :

You stated in your letter of AuguSt'.l 0, 2007, that Empire plans on using 1500 gpm for watering log '
decks - _ I o _

As you know, I talked to Randy Eller, another Empire representative, in late 'September. Ithink he
told me a geologist had told somebody that they could obtain 1500 gpm by drilling a well 700 to 800
feet deep. ' '
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In December you, Randy Eller, Elwin Hutchins and I met to discuss this issue, Randy stated that
Empire was going to apply for a water right in the amount of 1500 gpm. When the application was
submitted, it was for 2000 gpm. We are opposed to Empire getting 2000 gpm from the source the
City has it’s permit in. He also stated Empire could get by with less, however it would be more
expensive. : ' .

The City supplies approximately 250 residences and small businesses with domestic water. If thig
- pocket of water is pumped dry, as previous wells have been, there will be no water for these.

Is Empire willing to amend the application to not utilize water from the third layer of basalt or the
depth from which the City is obtaining water? - ' :

- We appreciate what Empire is providing the City through employment and we hope to continue a
- good relationshi_p, however we will not compromise our domestic water source. . _

cc: Robert Haynes, IDWR, Cd’A




