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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Moscow water deal is a scandal

Hawlins development, a 714,000-square-foot mall
proposed in Washingtin near the Palouse Mall, was

ap bo 00 wer-feet of water and sewage sarvices

Muoscow, n contrmet that lasts forever, This out-of-state
development, a direct itur with Moscow, was given
up o a $4 million subsidy by the taxpayers of Moscow,
Hawkins is not ohligated to pay bonds for upgrades to
our infrastructure, ke Moscow taxpayers. This gives
Hawkine an unfuir, competitive advantage. They get to
uae pur services, but din't have to pay for opkeep.

Hawkins is responsible for selling the waterit gets to
its end-users, mepning they potentially conld profit from
the water we sall them, Why did the City Council agree
te providing sewer sorvices” How does that fit in with the
water-rights appeal’ They agreed to this corporate wel-
fare because they wonted to be able to have some control
over the water.

Unlurtunately, the sgreement’ does hot prevent
Hawkins from apolving for water nights and drilling
welle. Prohably, those water rights will be used by other
developers in the eorridor, meaning the council gave
Moacow away, without getting much back. They opened
the door 1o develop the cormdor m full force, starting by
the horder. Monnmg, those businesses are competing with
Moscow even more And they were given an unfair advan-
tage by our councl], expecting vou and I to subsidize their
growth. Home Depot pulled out of building in Moscow
because they determined they couldn'f profit. Hawkins
may cost up to $100 million to build. That's money they
hope to mals bacle ind more, leaching off Moscow. And
they eut this deal behynd closed doors, signing secret doc-
umenti, and nob letting the public see it until after they
pamsed it What o sssndal!

Garrett Clevenger
Moscow

His viEw

Why I oppose selling Moscow's w

n Feb. 4, I was the only memboer

of the Moscow City Council t

vite against the mediated settle
ment between the city and the Hawking
Companies, a Boise gveloper that wants to
build a shopping center in rural Whitmin
County just west of Moscow. T awe Moscow
residents an explanation for my dissenting
vate,

I first loarned of the settlement the previ-
mag Thursday but wis unable t discuss it
with anyone sutside the couneil hecanze of
the confidentiality agreement. But it wae
clear to me at first glance that this agree
ment was not in Moscow's long-term best
intercsts. The satns wors o emall
given the large policy changes thal wers
about to he made with no citizen gt

Moscow’s appeals of the Wu.ahingmu
Department of Ecology’s water night trans
fers to Hawhine were ahoul protecting lhr
gmundwatw réapurces of the Paloiss. Tn
approving the settlement. the counel magor-
ity not anly dropped the appeals, it created
an unprecedented public policy of selling
wator and sewer services across 1he state
line. The eity should not make such n s
nificant palicy move without advanss public
digeuseion. This reason alone shoolil Bave
stopped consderation of the agreanment ot
the Ieb. 4

In aﬂdnmn. [ am not convinesd thist it
ia legal fur an Idaho city to esll water loa
[:lr'nrata vittity m another state. The propo-
nents provided no evidetcs of any bonefit
' Moseow, other than the smull wmimnd
of money in water fesd. We cannat eollect

taxes from the develop-
mant, nor can we annex it,
vt thie decision might save
Whitman County and/or
Hawkins millions of dollars
in utility development costs.
Why should Moscow givie

. up 1ts precious resource to
henefit another county and a

prvate company?

I hiive not seen & relail
sty showing that a retail
development of this size

— 714,000 sguare feet is needed or justi-
fied. If it 1s, such a development should be in
\fﬂmvr*—nt: Ll ean contrel the
develnpment to fit our commumnity.,

lustead, by subsidizing Hawkins water
and sewer costa, this agreement gives the
compéaty an oppartunity to undercut retail
rents next door at the Palouse Mall This
dewsion will subject existing Moscow busi-
nogses — many of them locally owned — 10
unfair cumpetitinn.

Lovating s giant shoppmg center in an
unincorporated Area 18 poor community
plamung. It rung 7 to Moscow =
comprehensive plan. It will likely promoate
addititmal sprawl, and mcrease the coats of
sarvices that will be required by Whitman
County. It will be more difficult. for Moscow
residents to reach vin walking, biking or hus
thisn our current shoppite choices, Moscow
resudents who work in Pullman likely will
tree longer commute fimes.

Tam also greatly concerned by the
amount of water that Moscow has agreed to

Tom
Lamar

agll: 45 acre-feet now (over ]
lhns), plus an additional 20
ble water [or irrigation use,
Lermuned future date when |
the aguifer can be replaced
water. How will this long-te
af water affecl the future ab
Lsingases to grow? Or our
new husinesses?

Lake many legal documer
ment agreement declares “ti
essence” bl gives no justific
rush. To me, t]m feeds for o
u.ndexstand., and supp
E cihtatmg as

mtﬂWmmt_p anil state-
tant than the impatience of c
nper. We were elected to serv
Moscow, not residents of Wh
o private developer 300 miles

I'ar these ressons when t
came to the City Council, Tt
o dectzon until we had the «
diseyss it publicly. My mintic
of & secand.

What happens next? The
Diepartment of Water Resou
& 8 regiiest fmin the city of
the sale of this water. This |
o public one, [ urge resident
ments 1o

I'd like to thank the man
liave contacted me since Fek
{or my oppoding vote.

Tom Lamar is a member of the Most
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Help your own town first

The Moseow City Counedl recently
approved a secret scheme to provide
Moscow water and sewage service toa
wealthy developer's retail shopping center
in another state, using Mostow's Luxpinver-
built infrrstructure to do so, Reportadly, o
Lowe's lumber and building supply stors
will be the new venter's chial husipnss.

It's no surprise then that about § week
later, Home Depot — chief competitor
of Lowe's — revealed that it now would
not build a store in Moseow, They did nob
request or need the kind of subsidy Moscow
is providing Whitman County ritailing,
Home Depol’s store would hivve heen m
Moscow (within sight of Lawe's) nid wotdd
have paid into local tax coffers hundreds
af thousands of dollars each yeur in siles,
property, dnd income taxes tn Mossow and
the state of Idaha, All this is now revenue
lost to-our tawn. Also lost is land rental
revenue that wonld heave gome to UT, an
inatitution that badly needs every cent thit
it can get.

Thank you, Moscow City Couneil, for
stabhing your hometown's sconamy oy the
back. Whitman County is D{pmud.uf vor, e
the rich land developers of the regon are
especially grateful to you. Thase who nlso

think that lncal government’s worle i hest
done fn secrat are particularly happy. |
Just one oo member voted to
nppose this rush to subsidize out-of-stite
retail development — Tom Lamar. Lamar
appears to believe that one of the proper
jobs of the Moscow City Council is to sup- |
port Moscow’s econnmy, instead of trying to
lall it off to help the poar folks of the stale
aof Washington. What a novel idea: actuully
helping vut vour own town first,
Meanwhile, here’s the City Council’s
mge tn Musrow business owners: drop

Dennis Baird
Maoscow

wvolved 1 make the amou
raquest Lhe very best for th
the taxpavers. The board a
tiom of the Ptﬂlman.SchooI |
thoughtful in spending the
The quality of district progr
sl loal support through t
to that exes .

The MED levy is always
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The support of district patr
Lizen vory strong and very ¢
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dents.
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Why I oppose selling Moscow's water

n Feh. 4, | was the only member

af the Moscow City Council to

vute agaimst the modiated settle-
ment between the city and the Hawkins
(Compamnies, a Boise developer that wants to
hiuld a shopping conter inrural Whitman
County ust west of Moscow. 1 twe Moscow
residents an explanation for my disrenting
vole,

1 first learned of the settlement the previ-
oug Thursday but was unable to discuss it
with anyone cutside the couneil becavse of
the confidentiality ngreement. But it was
elear to me at first glnnce that this ngree-
munt was not 1 Moscow’s lrmgmtm best
interesta. The possible gains weve too amall
given the large policy changes that were
bout to he made with no citizen input.

Moscow's appeals of the Washington
Department of Ecology’s water right trans-
fors (1) Hawkms were about pritectmg the
eroundwater resources of the Palouse In
approving the settlement. the eounell major-
ity ot only dropped the appeals, it created
i un pubkic poliey of selling
water and sewer services acrogs Hie state
line, The city should not make such o sig-
nificant policy move without advance public
disrizsiom, This veasan alone shimld bave
ato consideration of the pgreement al
the Fob, 4 mesting.

I addition, T ant not convinced that it
i= legal fir an Idaho aty to aull water to o
private entity m another state. The propo-
nents provided no evidence of any benefit
10 Moseiw, other than the small amount
of money in watar fees. We canmol collast

Laxes from the develop-
ment, Doy Sin we Linex it,
yut this decision mighl save
Whitman County end/or
Hawlans millions of dollars
in utility development mats.
Why should Moscow give
up its precious TaEirce to
benafit another oounty and o
prviie compuoy?

| have pot seen a rotail
ghudy shuwing that a retai
dévelupment of this aine
— Ti4 ﬂ]l[! sguare feet is neaded or juati-

Tom
Lamar

ﬁﬁilfnfﬁ,uwﬂnadwﬁhmﬂﬂiahnuldham

Muscriwe —-sit emar sossrderrts apn-dontesd the
development to Bt our community,

Instend, by subsidizng Hawkine' water
and sewer costy, this sgresment gves tho
company an opportunity to undereut retail
remts next door at the Palowse Mall. This
decieian will subject existing Moscow husi-
nesses — many of them locally owned — to
unfeair competition.

Lacating o gant shopping center 1 an
i STEs 19 pocT ComuEminty

TninCOrpara
planning. [t runs contrsay th Moscows

comprohensve plan. Tt will likely promots
additional spraw), and inereass the costs of
sorvites that will be required by Whitman
County, It will be more difficull for Moscow
residenta to reach via walking biking or bis
than our eurrent shopping clunces. Moscow
residents who work i Pollman lisly will
fron longar commule times,

1 am also greatly concerned by the
amount of weater that Moscow has ngreed to

sell: 45 acre-feet now {over 14.6 million gal-
lons), plis an additional 20 acre-leet of pota-
ble water for irrigation use, until some ynde-
termined future date when this water frum
the aguifer can be replaced with reclaimed
water, How will this long-term commitment
of water affect the future ability of Moscow
businesses to grow? Or our ability to aitract
new businesses?

Like many legal documents, the seiils-
ment. agreeme-nt declares “time 13 of the
essence” but gives no justification fur the
rush. To me, the needs fisr mmﬂmtxm
understand, digest and support such a large
policy shift facilitating a shopping center
in another county and state — 15 mare mpor-
tant thin the impatience of one Boise dovel-
oper. We were clected to serve the praple of
Moscow, not residents of Whitmean ounty or
a private developer 300 miles awny.

For these reasons when this aprecment
came to the City Council, | moved tr delay
a decision until we had the opportunity to
disen=z it publicly. My motion died for lack
of a second.

Wiiat happens next? The Jialio
Department of Water Resourcas will insid-
er a request from the city of Muoscow 1o allow
the sale of this water. This permit provess is
a public one. I urge residents to send com-
ments to :

I'd like to thank the many residents who
have contacted me since Frh, 4 thankong xue
for my opposing vote.

Tor Lamar s 2 member of the Moscow Gty Coninel,

e —

Help your own town first

The Moseow City Couneil recently
npproved a pecret scheme to provide
Museow water and sewage service top
wealthy developer's retail shopping conter
nother state, using Mascow's

ma tﬂxpﬂr&r-
built infrastructure to do so. Reportedly, o
Lowe’s lumber and- bullt.lmg supply Biore
will be the new conter's chief btisinoess

1t's no sarprise then that alwal o weook
lister, Home Depot — chiof competitor
of Lowe's — revealed that it now would
nut huild a store in Moscow. They did not
regquest or nesd the Jind of subnidy Mosoow
ig providing Whitman County retailing.
Honie Depot’s store would have besn in
Moscow (within sight of Lows's) sand would
have pad into local tax coffers hundreds
of thousands af dollars each veay in sales,
property, and income taxes to Moscow and
the state of Tdaho: All this @ new revenue
lost to our town. Also lost 15 land rental
revenue that would have gone to UL an
imstitution that badly needs every cent thit
it can get|

Thank you, Moscow City Coungil, for
stabbing your Hometown's economy in the
hack. Whitman County is proud uf you. and
the rich land developers of the region are
especially grateful to you. Those who alsg
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think that locsl sovernment’s work s best
done in secret are particularly happy.

Just one eounail member voted o
oppose this rush to subsidize out-of-state
retml] development — Tom Latanr, Lamar
appears to believe that one of the proper
jobs of the Moseow City Cotincil is to sup-
port Moscow's economy, instead of trying to
Tl 1t aff to help the poor falks of the state
of Washington., What a novel tdea: actually
hilping out your own bown first

Meanwhile, here's the City Counetl's
message to Moscow husiness swners: deop

Demnis Baird
Muoscow

inyolved to make the amount of the levy
request the very best for the distriot and
the taxpavers. The board and admnrinistra-
tion of the Pullman School District wre very
thoughtful in spending the pubhc's money.
The quality of district programs 1= excellent
and local support through the levy i vital
to that excellence. _

The M&D levy is always a replacement
levy, it 14 not added onto the current ane
The support of district patrons hus alwave
been very strong and very much appreci-
ated. It truly is an advantage for cur stu-
dents.

1 encourage all to find those mail-in- bal
lots and get them in the mail by Tuaaduy
with a "'yes" vote on this impartant isse

Claudia Peavy
Pullman

Water down the drain

Here is the letter [ have written to thi
members of the Moscow City Cournl:

Our most precicus resource going iown
the drains of public toilets at an ocut-al-
state retail complex? What wero you think-

mU‘P
Ruby Valentine
Muoscow






