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TO COMPENSATE BLUE LAKES
TROUT FARM, INC.

Notice is hereby given that on August
18, 2009, A&B Irrigation District {A&B),
PO Box 675, Rupert, iD, 83350-0675,
through its counsel, Barker Rosholt &
Simpson LLP, PO Box 485, Twin Falls,
ID, 83303-0485, submitted a Mitigation
Plan (plan) to the Idaho Department of
Waler Resources (Department) pursu-
ant to Rule 43 of the Depariment's
Conjunctive Management Rules.
****The pian is intended to satisfy the
mitigation obligations of A&B for the
Blue Lakes Delivery call regulated by
the watermaster of State Water Districts
130 and 140.***A&B holds numerous
ground water rights for irrigation uses
located within Jerome and Minidoka
Counties. Certain of these ground
water rights have priority dates junior to
the priority dates of certain water rights
from surface water sources dependent
on springs that discharge to the Devil's
Washbowl 1o Buhl Gage reach of the
Snake River. The ground water and
the springs are interconnected sources
of water. A&B has proposed the plan
1o compensate for injury to senior prior-
ity surface water rights that may result
from depletions caused by junior prior-
ity ground water rights. The surface
water rights that the plan proposes to
benefit are: 36-2356A, 36-7210 and
36-7427 heid by Blus Lakes Trout Co,
LLC for use at its hatchery facility near
Alphsus Creek. The plan proposes
that A&B will maintain a project within
the ASB service area that converts
irrigation of 1,378 acres from a ground
water source to a. surface water Sup-
ply. A&B will use stored water from
the Upper Snake River under its own
storage water rights as the surface
water supply for the on-going conver-
sion project. The plan includes inciden-
1al recharge resuiting from conversion
and delivery of the surface water using
conveyance facilities owned and oper-
ated by A&B. The plan also includes
the ongoing enroliment of 121 acres
of ground waler irrigated lands in the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP).

The Depariment will process this

plan pursuant to the Deparimant's-

Conjunctive Maragement Rules
(IDAPA 37, Title 03, Chapter 11).****The
Depariment has not determined the
adequacy of the proposed plan. A
complete copy of the proposed plan
is available for review at either the
Department's State Office in Boise,
the Depariment’s Regional Office in
Twin. Falis, or may be viewed online at
the following website along with other
related documents:

http://www.idwr.i 0.
WS r |
1 ring%2 r$%2 lis/bl

lakes.htm Any protest against approv-
al of the plan must be filed with the
Department, together with a protest
fee of $25, on or before September 28,
2009. The protest must include a cer-
tificate of service showing that a copy
of the protest has been mailed to or
served on A&B and its counsel.

Gary Spackman, Interim Director
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