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DNlSION OF ENvIKxwmmL ANALYSIS, OFFICE OF R- L I m s I N G  

PEDERAt mmGr l a G m A m R Y  CXrmSSION 

Project nwle: Cedar Dtaw Creek FERCNO. 8278 - 002 

A. APPLICATICN 
1.Pgpl icat im type: knenrbnentof Lioarrse lbte filed: 12 / 4 / 85 

2. Applicant: C a y s t a l  @rim Rydroelectaic crnrlrury 

3. mter body: Cedar Draw Creek River b i n :  . llpper Snake 

4. Neshst city or tarn: Twin Falls 

5.Caunty: M n P r r l l s  State: Idaho 

1. Purpose: The increase i n  installed camcity for the project uould provide an 
estimated additional sveraae of 5,000,000 kilawatthoyrs (km) of electrical energy 
per year to a utility in the region. 

2. Need for pmer: T I e  already cumtructed pmject ammkent will use additia~l 
return irriqation flaws, which were not anticipated at the tfme the oriqinal license 
was issued, to produce additiaral enemy that wauld otherwise be last. 

Because of the small size of the prawged project ammhmt in relation to the 
existinq and projected gcneratinq capability in the No-tr tfre traditional 
amroach of linkinu project develogmmt with a forecasted d for a specific project 
is irrilmlicsble to sssessina need for the R- rrrendraent. 



- 

C. i#30a6ED AND -NES 

3. Federal lands affected. 
X No. - - Yes; agency: 8 ac=%Je * ; 

- The federal land management agency has provided wnditions by letter 
dated: / / (Attadraent - 1 

- Conditions have not b e n  provided. 

4. Alternatives to the propased action. 
a. X No other reawnable action slternativm hva baen f a .  - Action alternative: 

.' ,:~ - . .- :.?n, 

b. Altenmtive of tm action. +"ZJ 

N o  action would prohibit the applicant fraa d i f y i n g  the liccwrsed project. N o  
action wuld involve rm alteratims to the existing envirwrmnt and U d  preclude 
the applicant frrm produciq additional electrical m r  at thci site. -... 

--, 



D. AFFEcrED P N L m  
1. Descriptions of the resources in the pmiect i-ct area. 

~ealogy and soils. Soils in the prole& area a& CorrOaded of a n d ,  qravel, and 
barlder alluvium #I the canryon bot- belaw the adjacent basalt cliffs. 
The soils on the upper plateau are relatively shall-, silwr d smly-loamy. 
Ihe bedrodc mists of basalt ramins fran nessiue to dsnse and intedxdcbd 
with lake and stream sediments. 

- - - -- - -- - . - . 

b. Streanflaw. 
law flaw: 18 cfs; flaw pnraueter: Average lar flm, winter 
high f cfs ; f 1- parianeter: A w r a a t  hi* flmr, suuuer 
average fla: 50 cfs t f lcv paranreter: Ave- anrral flat 
Remarits. Strean€- is m a t e d  lx irriaatiar mab h t  ths mlicant is 
recruilrd bY the existim licenrrcr to prentide a mininrra flw of 2!j cubic feet per 
rreoond (cfsl ftaa the ~roMct.  

c. h t e r  quality. Water auality in the czeek is fair. Mait of the water acmes f ran 
collected wastewater frear surface irriqcltim. %ter quality is affected by 
silt, fertilizers, and nutrients. 

- 
d. Fisheries. 

AMdra~lus: Xhe. - Species include: 

-- -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - 

Resident : - None. - X Species include: rainbow trout. 

e. Vegetation. 
Caver type binant species 

sagebrush shrub biq mcaebrush, cheat, aster, and various other 
grass4s and forb 

riparian wil1mr wild me ddr4chmt~~~ currant, wild ryer 
mintr cud bimtinp nettle 

wetland cattail, hardstam, bllnuhr and sedae 

Nmwks. -11 imlatd patches of wmtland thmuqbout the 
leJmth of &dat Draw Creek. 

- - - - - -- - - 

f. Wildlife. 
Species inhabiting the project area includes mle rim- 
necked pheasant, m e ,  mink, r a m ,  mrsh hawk, and a variety of small 
mmals and sawbirds. - 

~ r l t s .  9he riparian veqetation and ubtlands aim Cedar Draw Creek are 
inoortant wildlife habitats. 



a. Cultural. 
- mere are properties l i s t ed  on or el igible for 1.istirq an the N e t i o ~ l  

mister of Historic Plaes  in t h  area of the project 's potential 
eovi rormental inpact. 

X N a t i a ~ l  Idegister (listed and eligible) prcgsrties haw not been recctrded. - 
Renar)rs. Rw Idaho State Bictoric Rasemation officsr (SIIPO) states that the 
pruxawd mmdmt of lieume uarld har, no effect on cultural m r c a s  (letter 
frua Thaaeu J. Green, SHPO, 1- State BbOrical Society, Bob, Idaho, 
September 4, 1985). A amdition of ths existiru liceme rrarld amsum the 
protect n on oi cu tural re8a1roes in 
disturbirw activities a t  the project site. 

i Recreation. Pecreational use of the project anra is limited because nu& of the - 
surrwxlins lard is privately cwrred. Sam fishing, tmtinq, and hikinq does 
occut alonq Cedar Draw Creek. 

j . Ikd use. Land in the project area is primarily used for irrigation, mriculture, 
and camnercial rearirrq of trout. Camercial trout ponds are located danstream 
of the project site and utilize water frun Cedar h a w  Creek for their operations. 

k. Socioeconcnrics. 2he aocioe#mcadc well-being of the area is influmeed primarily 
5 mriatl tum and traut fanning. 

9 

* PA 
f l d ~  ., 

1. h b i s n t  mi=. w i m t  noise levels in the project Zi!9~& mderate because of 
the groject 's location mar a waterfall. 

m. knbient a i r  qwlity- Anbient air aualit~ in the ~roject area is quad becam of 
the project's lacat'ion atmy fmn indwtrial amas ud h.ntilv wrd d a .  

n. Orher resources. No other resourcss m l d  he affected by the project. 

- - 



I. Pish and wildlife consultation (Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act). 
(a) Fish 6 Wildlife Service (FlS):X Yes No (b) State(s):X Yes - No 
( c )  National Marine Fisheries Service ( W S ~  - X No 
k!lmrks. 

- 

2. Section 7 consultation (EndMgered Species Act). 
(a) Listed species. None. 

(h) Not required. - Required; carpleted (date): / / 

3. Section 401 certification (Clean Water Act). - Not required. - X Received. - Waived. - m s  ted . 8 / 4 

4. Cultural resource consultation (Historic Preservation Act). 
- - T z e  

(a) Register status: X None. Pbtentially eligible. - Eligible or listed. 
(b) State Historic Grvatian-ffcer (SH#)): Yes - No 
( c )  Nationa1 Park Sentice (NPS) : - X Y e s  No 
(d)  Catncil: X Not required. C m p K e d  (date) : / / 
(e) Further =ltaticm: Not m q u i s .  - wired. 
Renarks. 

5. Recreation consultation [Federal Power Act, SlO(a)l. 
(a) U.S. Owners - X No yes - (b) NPS: X Yes - - No 
( c )  State(s1: -& Yes - No Remarks. 

6. Wild and scenic rivers (Wild and Scenic Rivers kt). 
Status: XNone. - Listed. Detenninationcaapleted: / / . 
AdrninisterG agency: 
Elienvrrks . 

7. =FA lands and facilities affected (fand and Water Umservatian E'und Act). 
Status:  none. - Desiqnated. btermimtion mleted: / / . 
Administering agency: 
Remarks. 1 1 ' .  ,?.:z*p . . 

, --:* 
. ' -&  



1. The follwim mtities provided caraneats on the applicatim in response to the 
publicnoticedated 3 1 /86 . 

CcarPentLlg entity b t e  of letter ' 

Idaho 4rs-t of Fish and Gme 
Idaho nbpartmant of balth '  and Welfate 
Wartarmt of the Interior 

Indicates a petition to intervene. 
I 

2. l h e  applicant respoded to the camrents by letter datd no response. 

G. ec- I M P . .  AND ImawNwnm 

Kitigative measures reccmnerded by the staff ate in addition to those propofted 
by the applicant, Section C(2), ad thase arrditiorrs identified in Section C(31,  
asappropriate. Tbereare 3 . issuesaddressedhelcv- 

1. Issue: Controllinq erosion, sediaaentatiar, turbidity, and instability of slopes. 

... . 

(a) Cannents: The Idaho Ikmartment of Fish and Game (I=) states that the slope 
stabilization and m t a t i m  plan lacks detail. 

- _  
(b) Applicant's r e s m :  Nrxle. 

(c) C01~:lusiom and recampndations: Land-clearinq and pm-disturbing activities 
warld increase the Wteotial for erobiim, sedbntati?2v~4aubidity, and instability . 
of slapes. The slape stabilization and m t a t i a n  plan shoi~ld be revised to 
provide detailed and site-specific trcwtmont nsasures to mitiuate construction and 
ageration Zmpacts. ?berefore, after ~ l t a t i m  w i t h  the I= and the Depsrtment - 
of Army, Walla Walla District, Corps of Enqimers (Corps 1, a rwiaed plan should 
be filed w i t h  the Cumissican before startim any land%learina or qrmnd-diem&- 
iru activities. The! revised pla? -ld include detailed and site-specific 
descriptians of pmpced measures to control erosion, sedhtatiar, turbidity, 

- 
ad slope instability- 

- -- -- 


