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C/O DARWIN VANDERSTELT
16931 STARRD

NAMPA ID 83687

Re:  Application for Transfer of Water Right Nos. 63-7460, 63-8230, 63-8239, 63-8256
and 63-21079

Dear Mr. Vanderstelt:

You recently submitted the above referenced application for transfer to change water rights for your
client. Processing of the application must be delayed as explained below.

The application describes four water rights for which Snake River Basin Adjudication (SRBA)
Claims have been filed. The application also includes one water right already decreed in the SRBA.
SRBA Claims for the remaining rights in the area affected by the transfer application are currently
being reviewed. The role of the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) in the SRBA is to
review claims and make recommendations regarding those claims to the SRBA Court,
Recommendations are presented to the court in a Director’s Report. Potentially affected parties may
object to recommendations in a Director’s Report. This process introduces uncertainty regarding
water rights until the objection period is over.

IDWR’s limited staff resources must be used to complete the remaining Director’s Reports during
the next year. Additionally, experience indicates that processing an application for transfer in an
area where a Director’s Report is being prepared can result in confusion and complications by
mixing judicial (SRBA) and administrative (transfer) actions.

The SRBA objection period for the area in question is expected to conclude sometime during the
latter half of next year. Based on that schedule and the above reasoning, the application cannot be
processed at this time. IDWR will hold the transfer application and will notify you at the
appropriate time for it to be processed. The request included in your cover memo about processing
the application by March 2006 unfortunately cannot be fulfilled. TDWR regrets the inconvenience
undoubtedly caused by this necessary delay.

“ Additionally, the 8.14 cfs diversion rate proposed by the application requires a $570 fee. The fee is
based on the total diversion rate but not on the total diversion volume. (Fees based on volume only
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apply to storage applications). The applicant paid $1030. The $460 overpayment is being refunded.
Please contact me at 334-2190 if you have any questions in this regard.

Sincerely,

Tl

Steve Lester
Water Rights Supervisor
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