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August 10, 2011

To: Distribution List

Re:  Rock Creek Water Right Applications

Dear Interested Party:

This letter is for applicants, representatives and other parties interested in recent problems related
to the creek near West Mountain Road on the southwest side of Cascade Reservoir. Due to a long
and sometimes confusing history spanning several decades, the creek has been known as Rock
Creek or Richard Creek in addition to being identified in Idaho Department of Water Resources
(IDWR) records as an “Unnamed Stream.” The latter label is based on IDWR policy to

generally, although not exclusively, use surface water names recorded on USGS topographic
maps.

In this case, IDWR water right records for this creek include the following combinations:

e Rock Creek tributary to Cascade Reservoir
e Rock Creek tributary to North Fork Payette River
e Unnamed Stream tributary to North Fork Payette River.

Recently, three water right applications were filed for this creek. Copies of the applications are
enclosed for your convenience. The applications will be advertised in the Valley County Star
News legal notices on August 18 and 25, 2011. The protest deadline for the applications will be
September 6, 2011. Any written protest, together with $25 per application being protested, must
be received by IDWR no later than 5:00 p.m. on the protest deadline to be acceptable. If you

already protested any of these applications, you do not need to do anything at this time. Your
protest will be considered as this process develops. '

Please note the following points for these applications.

1) Ideally, any approvals of the applications will identify Rock Creek tributary to North
Fork Payette River, with clarifying remarks that the creek is also known as Richard Creek.

2) [t appears that no physical changes from current practices are proposed by the applicants.

The applications apparently seek to formalize historic diversions and uses of water that were not
accurately recorded in the past.
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3) The West Mountain Water Association application is filed on IDWR’s new “transfer
short form” for point of diversion changes/corrections. In this case, the applicant also proposes to
change the place of use for right 65-13088 to match the place of use in right 65-3111A. See
highlighted information on page 4 of the application. IDWR will process the application to

include the proposed change in place of use for 65-13088, even though the application form was
not designed for that.

If you need more information, please see www.idwr.idaho.gov/apps/ExtSearch/ WRFiling.asp on
the IDWR website to view scanned documents for these applications. If you have additional
questions, please contact me at 208-334-2190.

Sincerely,

ol

Steve Lester
Water Rights Supervisor

Enclosure:  Distribution List
Applications for Transfer No. 77121 and 77209
Application for Permit No. 65-23451

2 Ron Shurtleff, Payette River Watermaster
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