FORM 202 03/10 Print form as a 2 page, single-sided dogu,..ent

RECEIVED STATE OF IDAHO dent. No, T2~ 163%%#
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 27963
MAY 31 2012 APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
021, OF WATER RESOURCES To appropriate the public waters of the State of Idaho
SOUTHERN REGION
1. Name of applicant(s) George E. Santee, Jr. Phone (208) 522-0202
Name connector (check one): [ Jand [Jor [Jandfor
Mailing address: P.O. Box 2341 City Idaho Falls
State ID Zip 83403-2341 Emaii: santeeg@saic.com
2. Source of water supply _groundwater which is a tributary of_Saimon River

3. Location of point(s) of diversion:

Govt

Twp | Rge Sec Lot Ya Ya Ya County Source Local name or tag #
15N | 20E 9 8 NW | SW Custer groundwater new POD

15N | 20E 9 8 SW | sw Custer groundwater existing POD

16N | 20E 9 8 SW | SW Custer groundwater existing POD

4. Water will be used for the following purposes:

Amount 0.57 for irrigation purposes from ___4/1  to _10/31 (both dates inclusive)
(cfs or acre-feet per year)

Amount for purposes from to (both dates inclusive)
(cfs or acre-feet per year)

Amount for purposes from to (both dates inclusive)
(cfs or acre-feet per year)

Amount for purposes from to (both dates inclusive)
(cfs or acre-feet per year)

5. Total quantity to be appropriated is (@) __0.57 _ cubic feet per second (cfs) and/or (b) acre-feet per year (af).

6. Proposed diverting works:
a. Describe type and size of devices used to divert water from the source. n/a

b. Height of storage dam n/a feet; active reservoir capacity n/a acre-feet; total reservoir capacity
n/a acre-feet. If the reservoir will be filled more than once each year, describe the refill plan in item 11.
For dams 10 feet or more in height OR reservoirs with a total storage capacity of 50 acre-feet or more, submit a separate
Application for Construction or Enlargement of a New or Existing Dam. Application required? [J Yes No
c. Proposed well diameter is 20 inches; proposed depth of well is 50 feet.

d. Is ground water with a temperature of greater than 85°F being sought? O Yes No
e. if well is already drilled, when? 1996 : drilling firm Findley Drilling (two wells)

Well was drilled for (well owner) applicant ; Drilling Permit No. 72-96-S-0036/38

7. Description of proposed uses (if irrigation only, go to item 8):
a. Hydropower; show total feet of head and proposed capacity in kW.

b. Stockwatering; list number and kind of livestock.

c. Municipal; show name of municipality or the applicant's qualifications as a municipal provider.

d. Domestic; show number of househoids

e. Other; describe fully.




8. Description of place of use:
a. If water is for irrigation, indicate acreage in each subdivision in the tabulation below.

b. If water is used for other purposes, piace a symbol of the use (example: D for Domestic) in the corresponding place of
use below. See instructions for standard symbols.

wp RGE SEC NE NWNESW SE NE NWNWSW SE NE NWSWSW SE NE NWSESW SE TOTALS
15N | 20E | 8 9.2 9.2
GL5
9 4.3 129.1 334
GL8 |GL8
Total number of acres to be irrigated: 42.6

9. Describe any other water rights used for the same purposes as described above. Include water delivered by a municipality,
canal company, or irrigation district. If this application is for domestic purposes, do you intend to use this water, water from
another source, or both, to irrigate your lawn, garden, and/or landscaping? Licensed right 72-7536 was issued 12/27/2010
for the existing pivot (29.9 acres).

10. a. Who owns the property at the point of diversion? applicant

b. Who owns the land to be irrigated or place of use? applicant

c. If the property is owned by a person other than the applicant, describe the arrangement enabling the applicant to make
this filing: n/a

11. Describe your proposal in narrative form, and provide additional explanation for any of the items above. Attach additional
pages if necessary. The applicant proposes developing an additional groundwater source to (1) provide additional flow

rate to the existing pivot, and (2) develop additional irrigated areas using handlines or irripods.

GIS shapefiles of the point of diversion and place of use are available by email from SPF Water Engineering. Please

contact Roxanne Brown: (208) 383-4140, or email rbrown@spfwater.com

12. Time required for completion of works and application of water to proposed beneficial use is _5__ years (minimum 1 year).

13. MAP OF PROPOSED PROJECT REQUIRED - Attach an 8%" x 11" map clearly identifying the proposed point of diversion,
place of use, section #, township & range. A photocopy of a USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangie map is preferred.
Attachment 1: Map of Proposed Project; Attachment 2: Proposed Irrigated Area

The information contained in this application is true to the best of my knowledge. | understand that any willful
misrepresentations made in this application may result in rejection of the application or cancellation of an approval.

4@%& » é@. or.
Signature 6f Applicant Signature of Applicant

George E. Santee, Jr.
Print Name (and title, if applicable) Print Name (and title, if applicable)

For Department Use:
Received by Date Time Preliminary check by %\

Fee $ &@— Receipted by 66 Receipt No. 5(2 53 § i & Date 5/3/ /2‘9‘Z

2
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State of Idaho
Department of Water Resources

Water Right License
WATER RIGHT NO. 7207536

Priority: October 03, 1995 Maximum Diversion Rate: 0.28 CFS
Maximum Diversion Volume: 105.0 AF

Itis hereby certified that GEORGE E SANTEE JR

PO BOX 2341

IDAHO FALLS ID 83403-2341 has complied with the terms and
conditions of the permit, issued pursuant to Application for Permit dated October 03, 1995; and has
submitted Proof of Beneficial Use on December 23, 1998. An examination indicates that the works have
a diversion capaclty of 0.4 cfs of water from:

SOURCE
GROUND WATER
and a water right has been established as follows:
ANNUAL
BENEFICIAL USE PERIOD OF USE DIVERSION RATE DIVERSION VOLUME
IRRIGATION 04/01 to 10/31 0.28 CFS 105.0 AF
LOCATION OF POINT(S) OF DIVERSION:
GROUNDWATER L8 (SW1/4SW1/4) Sec. 9, Twp 15N, Rge 20E, B.M. CUSTER County
GROUNDWATER L8 (SW1/4SW1/4) Sec. 9, Twp 15N, Rge 20E, B.M. CUSTER County
PLACE OF USE: |IRRIGATION
Twp Rge Sec | NE | NW | sw | SE |
| NE [NW | SW] SE | NE |[NW ]| SW | SE | NE | NW | SW | SE | NE | NW | SW | SE | Totals
15N 20E 8 | | ] [ 66 | 6.6
| | | | Ls |
15N 20 g | | | 3 230 | | 233
| | | L8 L8 | |

Total Acres: 29.9

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

1. After specific notification by the department, the right holder shall install a suitable measuring device
or shall enter Into an agreement with the department to determine the amount of water diverted from
power records and shall annually report the information to the department.

2. Use of water under this right will be regulated by a watermaster with responsibility for the distribution
of water among appropriators within a water district. At the time of this approval, this water right is
within State Water District No. 170.

3. This right when combined with all other rights shall provide no more than 0.02 cfs per acre nor more
than 3.5 afa per acre at the field headgate for irrigation of the lands above.

This license is issued pursuant to the provisions of Section 42-219, Idaho Code. The water right
confirmed by this license is subject to all prior water rights and shall be used in accordance with Idaho
law and applicable rules of the Department of Water Resources.

h
Signed and sealed this A | day of_WDeCewm ber | 2010, i : .
l
GARY SPAc‘yAN
Interim Director




;;;@%1}-' L IDAHO DE~~<RTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES:) Office Usa Only

WELL DRILLER'S REPORT Inspected by
Use Typewriter or Bslipoint Pan 058548 twp___Rge____Sec____
174 1/4 1/4
1. DRILLING PERMIT NO.Z2 76 5 .c03¢ -£00 11, WELL TESTS: Lt : :  long  :
Other IDWA No,___/e2~(Y 7530 _ OPump CiBaler  XAr O Flowing Artesian
2, OWNER: ; Yiewd galimin. Drowd Bumping Lovel Time
Name 4 - ” : Ct | A0
Address
Cltys Statel 2ip_ & 540~
23?5 Water Temp, m& Bottom hola temp._______
3. LOCATION OF WELL. by legal description: Water Quality test or comments: ¢ A=t £/
Sketch map location must agree with written location. Depth first Water Engountered
N 12. LITHOLOGIC LOG: (Describe repairs or abandonment) 0,
Twp. /5‘ North x or South [J BD";: From | To | Remarks: Lithalogy, Water Queilly & Temperature | Y N‘l

ge.ﬂa__ East X West [0 L | Gnane ] -Cobbles X

I+ € Sec. 67@/4;{2_1/4

o = Gov't Lot_ﬁ_Co ._CH‘M_ %A M/’Z& Ld

Addre Eot Well Site ' /l,’é-
Gy at least namo slnaueu %&m‘———— —M-%m Z ;i é| 4{& X
Sub. Name,__ M i- : ?*_ ; E :

4. USE:
O Domestic [1Municipal  CMonitor  Mirrigalion -
OTherma!l  [Jinjection [ Other aECELY EV
5. TYPE OF WORK check all Ihat apply (Replacement etc.) "i
NewWell T Modlity T Abandonment O Other i l‘:l‘f_a 1, sjgg—
6. DRILL METHOD m
XArrRotary [iCable I MudRotary [J Other, 5 me“’“
9
7. SEALING PROCEDURES
SEAL/FILTER PACK AMOUNT METHOD
N LY N = i
| Clunbles |0 30| 16 \Qucefosc &7 o
;'L"'v"':lfl'. N
7 —
Was drive shoe used? &Y ON Shoe Depth(s)_aﬂ B -] Y A
Was drive shoe seal tagd? oy pN - How? L "_B_QL
‘8. CASING/LINER: - — - - T : : “‘aﬂrr;gm_e'{_m’ i i
[Olameter]|_From | To | Gauge| ~ Maioral ] Casing Linor Walded Twaaded R s oF 16501,
2/ o Lae % o X o ~orMon
M o ] m] o
(] ] o ] IR TR Lhds s
LengthofHeadplpe_______  Length of Tallpipa
9. PERFORATIONS/SCREENS ”4_ A4 9 1957
O Parforations Method i
3 Screens Screen Type Completed DepﬂL,w A/4”_(Measurab
Date: Started_//~/F— =74 Complmwﬂ
From To SlocSize | Number |D Matavial Casing Liner
ml C 13. DRILLER'S CERTIFICATION
[} [ind /We certify that all minimum well construction standards were complied with at
o C the time the rig was removed.

10. sn,mc WATER LEVEL OR ARTESIAN PRESSURE:
ft. below ground  Artesian pressure_ b,

Depth flow ancountered ft. Describe access port or

contro! devices:

(8ign once & Firm Olficial & Opapd

FORWARD WHITE COPY TO WATER RESOURCES



;@7

IDAHO DQRTMENT OF WATER HESOUHCEO

Office Use Only
WELL DRILLER'S REPORT Inspected by
Use Typewriter or Ballpoint Pen 068853 1wp Rge____Sec

1. DRILLING PERMITNO.Z2_-9¢ -S - 0038 . 0CO  11. WELL TESTS:

Other IDWR No.
2. OWNER:
Name.

Address,

1/4 1/4 1/4

Lat: : Long: o
OPump O Bailer )(Ak O Flowing Artesfan
Yield gal./min. Orawdown | Pumping Lovel Time

.

StatewZel Zip —

3. LOCATION OF WELL by legal description:
Sketch map location must agree with written location,

2 Water Temp. _&L_J

Water Quality test or comments:

12. LITHOLOGIC LOG: {Describe repairs or abandonment)

v
Depth first Water Encountered 2239

7. SEALING PROCEDURES

N Water
Twp. ﬂi Nonhx or South O0 %",: From | To | Remarks: Lithology, Water Quallty & Temperature | ¥ | ~
Rgew___ East ){ or  West O gl I [~ _/
® Sec. 14_Sbs 1 2/ s 7|8 35 ] L o
17 S - GovllLot_LCo iy pspea T ] — _
5 Lat long: = ;i sc_‘éz_‘;a/ms. X
Address of Well Slle -
{Giva B Kazh e of rowd + Sastanor 15 Fowd o7 Landmany N
L. Blk. Sub. Name RV S A3
4. USE:;
A Domestic I Municipal O Monltor [ Irrigetion
0O Thermal 2 Injection [ Other. REESE YR =
5. TYPE OF WORK check all that apply (Replacement etc.)
JX NewWell L Modfy O Abandonment [ Other MAR—1-3-1897—
6. DRILL METHOD
AirRotary [JCable [ MudAotary C Other ﬁwmmm o

SEALFILTER PACK

AMOUNT METHOD

Matoripl From

acks or
To Pounds

B‘rnagi

Llumbbs &

o

%eﬂfpf'mm‘ﬁ?sourca

ta 12

T BN A

Was drive shoe used? OY Li

‘8. CASING/LINER: -

Was drive shoe sealtested? O ON  How?,

N Shoe Depth(s)

Dismeter From o JG:& Material Caeing  Uinor Welad Th

FLATEL T
/ ¥z X o K o _M_h_y_’%

(]

Length of Headpipe Length of Talipipe
9. PERFORATIONS/SCREENS
O Perforations Method
71 Sereens Screen Type Completed Depth__ZFeT ‘ (Measurabls)
Date: Started ol i Ccmpleted_jéﬁzé_
From To Slot Gize | M Di Material Casing Linar

o 13. DRILLER'S CERTIFI

removed.

= the time the rig

10. ST'ATIC WATER LEVEL OR ARTESIAN PRESSURE: \_7
Ariasian pressure Ib. Flrm Official

ft. below ground
Depth flow encountered
conirol devices:

Firm Name

CATION

a
(] [l /We certify that afl minimum wall construction standards were complied with at
0

A/ULZM’-% Fim No%

0l -9 -F0

ft. Describe access port or and

Dale,

Supervisor or Operator.

(Sign once If Firm Officlal & Oparator)

FORWARD WHITE COPY TO WATER RESQURCES



State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Southern Region, 1341 Fillmore Street, Suite 200 « Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-3380
Phone: (208) 736-3033 « Fax: (208) 736-3037 « Web Site: www.idwr.idaho.gov
C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

GARY SPACKMAN
Interim Director

June 28, 2012

GEORGE E SANTEE, JR.
PO BOX 2341
IDAHO FALLS, ID 83403-2341

Re: Application For Permit No. 72-16887

Dear Applicant(s):

The Department of Water Resources has received your water right application. Please refer
to the number referenced above in all future correspondence regarding this application.

A legal notice of the application has been prepared and is scheduled for publication in the
CHALLIS MESSENGER on 7/5/2012 and 7/12/2012. Protests to this application may be
submitted for a period ending ten (10) days after the second publication (July 23, 2012).

If the application is protested, you will be sent a copy of each protest. All protests must be
resolved before the application can be considered for approval. If the protest(s) cannot be
resolved voluntarily, the Department will conduct a conference and/or hearing on the matter.

If the application is not protested, the Department will process your application and notify you
of any action taken on the application. If your application is approved, the Department will
send you a copy of the permit.

Please contact this office if you have any questions regarding the application.

Sincerely,

(\D-QI\L&-LJV\Q.QLAQ_»

Denise Maline
Administrative Assistant

CC:

SPF WATER ENGINEERING LLC
C/O ROXANNE BROWN

300 E MALLARD DR STE 350
BOISE, ID 83706



Maline, Denise

From: Maline, Denise

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:44 AM

To: Challis Messenger

Subject: LEGAL NOTICE

Attachments: Challis Messenger Cover Letter.docx; Challis Messenger Ad.docx

Attached please find (1) legal notice being submitted for publication on July sth & 12" 2012. Please contact
me if you have any questions, or if you are not able to run the ad on the dates requested.

Thank you in advance,

Denise Maline

Administrative Assistant

Dept of Water Resources

1341 Fillmore St, Ste 200
Twin Falls, ID 83301

(208) 736-3033
denise.maline@idwr.idaho.gov



June 28, 2012

LEGAL NOTICE DEPARTMENT
CHALLIS MESSENGER

PO BOX 405

CHALLIS, ID 83226

RE: Application For Permit No.(s): 72-16887 & 72-16891

Dear Legal Notice Department:

Please publish the enclosed legal notice on the dates indicated (once a week for two consecutive weekly
issues). If you cannot publish the notice on the proposed dates, please contact us immediately.

An affidavit of publication must be submitted to the Department along with the publication bill. Please
send the affidavit and bill to this office before July 23, 2012. Your cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Denise Maline
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure(s)



The following application(s) have been filed to appropriate the public waters of the State of Idaho:

72-16887

GEORGE E SANTEE, JR.

PO BOX 2341

IDAHO FALLS, ID 83403-2341

Point of Diversion LEINWSW) S9 T15N R20E CUSTER County Source GROUND WATER Tributary

Point of Diversion L8(SWSW) S9 T15N R20E CUSTER County Source GROUND WATER Tributary

Point of Diversion L§(SWSW) S9 T15N R20E CUSTER County Source GROUND WATER Tributary

Use: IRRIGATION 04/01to 10/31 0.57 CFS

Total Diversion: 0.57 CFS

Date Filed: 5/31/2012

Place Of Use: IRRIGATION

TISN R20E S8 L5(SESE)

T1SN R20E S9 L§(NWSW) LB(SWSW)

Total Acres: 42.6

Application proposes appropriating up to 0.57 cfs of groundwater from a proposed well to be drilled and two
existing wells. The water will be used for irrigation of up to 42.6 acres. The location of the proposed well and place
of use is approximately 9.0 - 9.3 miles north and 5.3 - 5.7 miles east of Challis. This application proposes the
diversion and use of water tributary to a federally designated Wild & Scenic River. The decreed minimum stream
flow rights for the federal Wild & Scenic Rivers are subordinate to certain categories of water use and to specific
amounts of water use established after the minimum stream flow. The water use proposed in this application will
benefit from the subordination provision because the diversion rate and acres will be applied to the subordination
amounts specified in the decree for the Salmon River Wild & Scenic River.

72-16891

AJMITCHELL

TONIA S MITCHELL

1810 EAST LEWIS LANE

NAMPA, ID 83686

Point of Diversion NWNE S10 T14N R19E CUSTER County Source GROUND WATER Tributary

Use: DOMESTIC 01/01to12/31 0.04 CFS

Use: IRRIGATION 04/01to 10/31 0.2 CFS

Total Diversion: 0.2 CFS

Date Filed: 5/18/2012

Place Of Use: IRRIGATION & DOMESTIC

T14N RI19E S10 NWNE

Total Acres: 10

Application proposes appropriating up to 0.20 cfs of groundwater from a new well to be drilled for domestic use
associated with one home and irrigation of 10 acres on land located approximately 3.9 miles north and 1.1 miles east
of the Main Street (Garden Creek Road) and Highway 93 intersection in Challis. This application proposes the
diversion and use of water tributary to a federally designated Wild & Scenic River. The decreed minimum stream
flow rights for the federal Wild & Scenic Rivers are subordinate to certain categories of water use and to specific
amounts of water use established after the minimum stream flow. The water use proposed in this application will
benefit from the subordination provision because it is for domestic purposes and the diversion rate and acres for
irrigation purposes will be applied to the subordination amounts specified in the decree for the Salmon River Wild &
Scenic River.

Permits will be subject to all prior water rights. For additional information concerning the property location, contact
Southern Region office at (208) 736-3033; or for a full description of the right(s), please see
www.idwr.idaho.gov/apps/ExtSearch/WRFiling.asp. Protests may be submitted based on the criteria of Idaho Code
§ 42-203A. Any protest against the approval of this application must be filed with the Director, Dept. of Water
Resources, Southern Region, 1341 Fillmore St, Suite 200, Twin Falls, ID 83301 together with a protest fee of
$25.00 for each application on or before July 23, 2012. The protestant must also send a copy of the protest to the
applicant.

GARY SPACKMAN, Interim Director
Published on July 5 & 12%, 2012



Maline, Denise

From: Maline, Denise

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 11:53 AM

To: Miller, Nick

Subject: Comment Letter for 72-16887

Attachments: Comment Letter to WD170 for 72-16887.doc; 72-16887 App..pdf
Hi Nick,

The attached application is currently being prepared for advertising in Custer County, Challis Messenger.
Please review the attached information and provide any necessary comments you may have.

Thank you in advance,

Denise Maline

Administrative Assistant

Idaho Department of Water Resources
1341 Fillmore St, Ste 200

Twin Falls, Idaho 83301

(208) 736-3033

denise.maline@idwr.idaho.gov



State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Southern Region, 1341 Fillmore Street, Suite 200 « Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-3380
Phone: (208) 736-3033 « Fax: (208) 736-3037 « Web Site: www.idwr.idaho.gov
C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

June 28, 2012 GARY SPACKMAN
Interim Director

NICK MILLER Via E-mail

WATER DISTRICT #170
322 E FRONT ST
PO BOX 83720

BOISE, ID 83720-0098
RE: Application for Permit: 72-16887

Dear Mr. Miller:

A copy of the above referenced application is enclosed. Please review the
application, then complete the enciosed recommendation form and return it to this
office within 21 days of the date of this letter.

If the application is approved, IDWR will include appropriate standard conditions of
approval for a water right located within a water district, such as regulation by the
watermaster, lockable controlling works, and/or measuring devices. Any special
conditions or other concerns you have related to this application should be specifically
addressed in your recommendation.

IDWR's regional offices can finish reviewing an unprotested application as soon as the
protest period has past. Your prompt response to this request will ensure that your
recommendation can be considered. If IDWR has not received your written
recommendation within 21 days from the date of this letter, IDWR will presume that
you do not oppose approval of the application and that you have no comments for
IDWR to consider.

Sincerely,

Denise Maline
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure(s)



State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Southern Region, 1341 Fillmore Street, Suite 200 « Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-3380
Phone: (208) 736-3033 « Fax: (208) 736-3037 « Web Site: www.idwr.idaho.gov
C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

GARY SPACKMAN
Interim Director

June 28, 2012

IDAHO DEPT OF FISH & GAME
PO BOX 1336
SALMON, ID 83467

Re: Application For Permit No. 72-16887 & 72-16891

Dear Fish & Game:

The Department of Water Resources is seeking written comment and/or
recommendations from your agency regarding the above referenced water right
application. A copy of the application is enclosed for your reference. Please review the
application, complete the enclosed recommendation form, and submit it to this office
within 21 days.

The Department can publish notice of the application as soon as the initial review is
completed. Therefore, your prompt response to this request is appreciated. If your
agency desires to formally protest the approval of this application, you may do so after
the notice is published by filing a written protest along with a $25.00 filing fee within 10
days after final publication (July 23, 2012).

Please contact this office if you have any questions regarding the application, or you
may visit our website at www.idwr.idaho.gov .

Sincerely, .

Tonue Moalina
Denise Maline
Administrative Assistant
Southern Region

Enclosure(s)

cc. Tom Bassista, IDFG Idaho Falls



MEMORANDUM

Date: June 25, 2012

To: Water Right File %-16887
. qz-

From: wmills

Application proposes appropriating up to 0.57 cfs of groundwater from two existing wells and from a third
proposed well to be drilled. The water will be used for irrigation of up to 42.6 acres. The location of the
proposed well and place of use is approximately 9.0 — 9.3 miles north and 5.3 — 5.7 miles east of Challis.

This application proposes the diversion and use of water tributary to a federally designated Wild &
Scenic River. The decreed minimum stream flow rights for the federal Wild & Scenic Rivers are
subordinate to certain categories of water use and to specific amounts of water use established after
the minimum stream flow. The water use proposed in this application will benefit from the
subordination provision because the diversion rate and acres will be applied to the subordination
amounts specified in the decree for the Salmon River Wild & Scenic River.



State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Southern Region, 1341 Fillmore Street, Suite 200 » Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-3380
Phone: (208) 736-3033 « Fax: (208) 736-3037 » Web Site: www.idwr.idaho.gov
C.L.“BUTCH” OTTER
Governor

GARY SPACKMAN
Director

June 5, 2012 72 - /[0887

George E. Santee, Jr.
PO Box 2341
Idaho Falls, ID 83403-2341

RE: Application to Appropriate Water in the Upper Salmon River Basin
Dear Water Right Applicant:

The Department of Water Resources’ (IDWR) records show you filed an application to
establish a new use of water in the upper Salmon River basin. Idaho Code § 42-203A(5) requires
IDWR to determine whether each water right application satisfies all the criteria necessary for
appropriating water in Idaho. One statutory criterion requires IDWR to determine the local
public interest relative to the proposed water use. Idaho Code § 42-202B(3) defines the local
public interest as “the interests that the people in the area directly affected by a proposed water
use have in the effects of such use on the public water resource.” The local public interest has
many facets, including the effects of a proposed water use on aquatic habitat for fish and wildlife
resources.

The upper Salmon River basin is home to stocks of chinook salmon, sockeye salmon,
steelhead trout, and bull trout, all of which are listed as threatened or endangered under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Since the early 1990s, local water users, conservation districts,
and federal and state agencies have cooperated to implement conservation measures intended to
protect and restore habitat for ESA-listed species in the upper Salmon River watershed. For
example, at the request of local water users the Idaho Legislature directed the Idaho Water
Resource Board (IWRB) to establish a minimum stream flow in the lower Lemhi River for fish
passage. The minimum stream flow is maintained through a water supply bank and temporary or
permanent acquisition of additional water supplies by willing buyers from willing sellers.

Pursuant to the Snake River Water Rights Agreement of 2004, Idaho has been developing
a long term conservation plan for the benefit of ESA-listed species in the Lemhi River basin.
Improving conditions in flow-limited river reaches and streams is a fundamental component of
the Lembhi plan. In addition to IDWR, numerous state agencies, including the Office of Species
Conservation, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality,
Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission, and Idaho Department of Lands, have
committed and continue to commit significant resources toward this objective under the
following programs:

e Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program
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National Marine Fisheries Service Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service Aquatic Species Conservation Fund
Salmon and Clearwater River Basins Habitat Fund

2008 Columbia Basin Fish Accords

A myriad of habitat restoration projects are being constructed/implemented in other parts
of the upper Salmon River basin. These projects have been coordinated with the local
communities and water users through the Upper Salmon River Basin Watershed Program and
predecessor programs, including the model watersheds. Furthermore, the Snake River Water
Rights Agreement of 2004 contemplates the development of additional conservation plans for
other upper Salmon River basin watersheds. Accordingly, the draft Comprehensive State Water
Plan under revision by the IWRB contains policies for the Salmon River basin that focus on the
protection and restoration of instream habitat for ESA-listed species through voluntary
participation in conservation programs.

Because of the ESA-listed species recovery efforts in the upper Salmon River basin,
IDWR must determine on a case-by-case basis whether it is in the local public interest to
authorize proposed water uses that would further deplete flow-limited stream reaches.

Pursuant to Rule 40.04.c of the Water Appropriation Rules (IDAPA 37.03.08.040.04.c),
the applicant has the ultimate burden of persuasion regarding the items that must be evaluated in
connection with each water right application. Before proceeding further with your application,
IDWR requests you submit additional information about how your proposal invokes any local
public interest concerns for ESA species recovery. Within 30 days, please submit any additional
information you believe IDWR may need to evaluate and determine the local public interest in
the water you propose to divert and use. If IDWR has not received a response from you within
30 days, IDWR will assume you have no comment regarding the local public interest, and
processing of your application will resume with the information currently on file. Processing will
include public notice and the potential for formal protests by other interested parties.
Applications that are not in the local public interest will be denied. If you wish to withdraw you
application before it is processed, please notify IDWR in writing.

If you have any questions, please call me at 208-736-3033, or email me at
william.mills@idwr.idaho.gov.

William Mills
Water Resource Agent
Southern Regional Office

CC: SPF Water Engineering
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Allen Merritt, Region Manager
Idaho Department of Water Resources

Southern Region ~e\VED

1341 Fillmore St., Suite 200 REV €l

Twin Falls, ID 83301-3380 MM 14 200
GEPT, OF WATER 2&2%)!:{ o=

Subject: Application for Permit — George Santee, Jr. SOUTHER!

Dear Allen,

Please find enclosed an Application for Permit submitted on behalf of George Santee, Jr.
The purpose of the application is to authorize development of an additional groundwater
source for land now irrigated under licensed right 72-7536. Mr. Santee also intends to
irrigate additional land if the groundwater development proves sufficient.

We have also enclosed a check for the filing fee.

Sincerely,

torre

Roxanne Brown

cc. George Santee

Enclosures

SPF Project No.: 809.0020
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