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November 15, 2012

D STEVE BENSON
4025 GEORGES RD
AMERICAN FALLS ID 83211

RE: WATER SUPPLY BANK LEASE FOR RIGHT NO. 41-7029A; ASSOCIATED RIGHT
NO. 41-7029B

Dear Lessor:

On July 31, 2012, Corbin Knowles of our department visited your property to confirm water use
under Right Nos. 41-7029A and 41-7029B. As you know, the entirety of Right No. 41-7029A
was leased to the Water Supply Bank on May 26, 2005, and the right is not to be used until it is
released from the Bank.

Mr. Knowles’ field visit suggests water is being used under Right No. 41-7029A but not under
41-7029B. It appears we may have the wrong water right leased to the Bank and you need to
release Right No. 41-7029A from the Bank and apply to put Right No. 41-7029B in the Bank.

I have included a copy of Mr. Knowles’ summary of his field visit so you can review it and see if
you agree with his conclusions. Please contact me at (208) 287-4907 if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

17e h{w. éé{,t@f/lﬂaw

Monica Van Bussum
Sr. Water Resource Agent

Enclosure(s)

c:  Allen Merritt — IDWR Southern Regional Office
Corbin Knowles — IDWR State Office



Memo
TO: M. VanBussum, C. Yenter, R. Whitney
FROM: C. Knowles

DATE: 8/2/2012
RE: Water right 41-7029A and 41-70298B investigation under Water Supply Bank rental

On July 31, 2012 | visited the property of Steve Benson owner of the above reference water
rights to investigate the inquiry as to the status of water use under these rights. Under this use
there are two sets of fish rearing ponds (located in the NENE of 09S 29E section 29 Part A lower
ponds and NWSE of 09S 29E section 28 Part A upper ponds). Currently there is an active WSB
rental agreement in place that is for Fish Propagation out of Fall Creek for Part A. Water for
both rights is spring fed and conveyed in Fall Creek above Mr. Benson’s upper fish facility
(concrete raceways and service buildings) which are under part B of water rights reference
above. The second facility downstream is earthen ponds with a variety of head gates and
conduits including bypass type channels to manage water in these ponds under part A of the
rights. At the time of my visit the upper ponds were dry and unused and according to Mr.
Benson won’t be used unless the fish market and costs associated with raising fish changes and
becomes more economical. However the lower ponds did have a small amount of water in one
pond with a few sturgeon in the pond (< 10). The diversion canal out of the creek did have
approximately 5-7 cfs running to these ponds with some of the water just spilling back into the
creek adjacent to the pond with the sturgeon.

Changes in Fall Creek that allow the water user to divert water into the lower ponds also limits
the check structure in passing all the water back to the creek in times of non use, therefore
some of the water is still going down the head race ditch and back into the creek unused
approximately 1300 feet below the check structure in the creek. Although leakage can occur at
this diversion the user is diverting water under Part A of the water right.

It appears that the WSB rental should be for Part B or the upper raceways and the lower Part A
right is being beneficially used. | recommend Mr. Benson correct the water supply bank rental
to reflect the upper ponds or Part B rented to the WSB. With the diversion of water to the

lower facility or Part A, this would be considered beneficial use under Idaho Code and would be
protected from forfeiture due to non-use.



