USDA United States Forest Salmon-Challis 311 McPherson St.
—;‘ Department of Service National Forest Salmon, ID 83467
Agriculture Salmon/Cobalt Ranger District 208 756-5200

File Code: 2540/2810
Date: November 5, 2013

James Cefalo RECEIVED

Idaho Department of Water Resources

900 North Skyline Drive, Suite A NOV 13 2013

Idaho Falls, ID 83402-1718 Department of Watar Resources
Eastern Region

Dear Mr. Cefalo:

Water Rights #75-14072 and #75-14073 were decreed on 11/17/2008 to private users, with both
the point of diversion and point of use located on National Forest System (NFS) lands. The
holders of these water rights had Plans of Operation (agreements) in place with the Salmon-
Challis National Forest at that time. The plans expired at the end of 2008, and no new Plans
have been approved for operators Ken Seymour (believed to be deceased), Richard Wright,
James Chadwick, or Donnie Hudson since then. If incidental water use has occurred since 2008,

which our evidence suggests otherwise, it has been without an approved Plan of Operation from
the Forest Service.

Inspection reports in our files indicate that no water use has occurred on the claims since before
2006. A 2010 inspection of the ditch for conveyance of water from Rabbit Creek to the
operator’s claims found several locations where the ditch was breached due to spring runoff, and
water could not reach the claims. Further, pipe (left in place by the operators) from the ditch to
the operating site is broken or punctured and not capable of conveying water to the claims.
Copies of inspection reports and photos of the site are attached.

Since the operators have not used the water for the purposes identified in the water right for over
seven years and there is no FS-approved Plan for the operators, we wish to request forfeiture of
these two water rights. Please contact Julie Hopkins, Minerals Management Specialist, at 208-
756-5279, juliehopkins@fs.fed.us, if you require further information.

Sincerely,

KAl

JAY WINFIELD
District Ranger

cc: Bill Macfarlane, Dave Deschaine
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