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BIG CREEK LODGE & OUTFITTERS, INC.
250 S. Beechwood Dr., Suite 220 ’
P.O. Box 2895
Boise, ldaho 83701-2895 -
Phone (208) 375-4921 « Fax (208) 377-8880

May 12, 1995

Clenm Pope

Payette National Forest
Krassel Ranger District
P.O. Box 1026
HcCall, Idaho 83638

RE: FERC: Agency/Forest Service Consultation

Dear Clem:

This is to confirm our telephone conversation yesterday
regarding the requirement in our FERC license for an annual
consultation with the Forest Service regarding the Big Creek
hydroproject. o . -

We appreciate you providing a letter which we can submit to
FERC evidencing the fact that there has been the annual
consultation between the Forest Service and Big Creek Lodge &
Outfitters, Inc., pursuant to Article 104 of the FERC license. It
is interesting that you do not have to provide evidence of an
annual consultation for other permittees with hydroplants 1like
ours. We will try to find out from FERC why this is a requirenent
for us. : ‘ .

Regarding the appropriation of the water right from the State
of Idaho, as we were not able to get the hydroplant in operation
last year, we were not able to put the water to beneficial use to
complete the application process. You indicated that you would

apply for the extension, paying the $50 extension fee and then bill
us, o

Thank you for your assistance in these matters.
Very Truly Yours,

Donald E. Manly

ce: Dave Tidwell
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United States Fe ¢ Payette Krassel iger District
Department of Service National P.O. Box 1026
Agriculture Forestc McCall, 1D 83638

Reply To: 2720

Date: MHay 15, 1995

BIG CREEK LODGE AND OUTFITTERS INC
HOWARD MANLY PRESIDENT

250 S BEECHWOOD SUITE 220

P O BOX 2895

BOISE ID 83701

Dear Roward:

This letter is in response to a phone call from Don regarding “annual

consultation® concerning the Licensed and Permitted hydroelectric
generating facility.

1 appreciate the effort that went into the construction last season of
& power house. However, efforts to put the plant on-line last season
were not completed, and no power production teok place. As efforts
are renewed this season to bring the plant on-line, the conditions and

stipulations of the License, Permit and Operating Plan (as amended)
will be followed.

As discussed with Don, we will file with the Department of Water
Resources, a "REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME" in which to submit proof
of beneficial use. This filing requires a $50 fee, which the Forest

Service has incurred. The enclosed billing is intended to cover that
cost.

We look forward to your successful efforts this year to make the
hydroplant fully operational.

Sincerely,

L Frm—
FREDRICK L. DAUBER
District Ranger

enclosure: billing

ce:
50
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 58 FERC 0 62, 245
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc. Pgogect No. 10721-001
Idaho

ORDER ISSUING LICENSE
(Minor Constructed Project)
(ISSUED MARCH 27, 1992)

Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc. (applicant) filed a
Ticense application under Part I of the Federal Power Act (Act)
to operate and maintain the constructed Big Creek Project Tocated
on McCorkle Creek, in valley County, Idaho, within the Payette
National Forest.l/

The Commission published a public notice of the application.
No protests or motions to intervene were filed in this
proceeding, and no agency objected to issuance of this Ticense.
In determining whether to issue this Ticense staff fully
considered comments from interested agencies and individuals.

Comprehensive Development

Section 4(e) of the Act states that in deciding whether to
issue a license, the Commission, in addition to considering the
power and development purposes of the project, shall give equal
consideration to (1) the purposes of energy conservation, (2) the
protection, mitigation of damage to, and enhancement of fish and
wildlife, (3) the protection of recreational opportunities, and
(4) the preservation of other aspects of environmental quality.
staff considered these purposes in the comprehensive development
section of the Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for this
project.

Further, in section 10(a) (1), the Act says the Commission
shall adopt a project that in its judgement will be best adapted
to a comprehensive B]an for improving or developing a waterway
for (1) the use or benefit of interstate or foreign commerce,

(2) the improvement and utilization of water power development,
(3) the adequate protection, mitigation, and enhancement of fish
and wildlife (including related spawning ?rounds and habitat),
and (4) other beneficial public uses, including irrigation, flood
control, water supply, and recreation, and other purposes
discussed in section 4(e).

Section 10(a)(2) of the Act requires the Commission to
consider the extent to which a project is consistent with federal

1/ see page 1 of the attached Environmental Analysis for
the history of this project.
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or state comprehensive plans for improving, developing, or
conserving a waterway or waterways affected by the project.

Under section 10(a)(2), federal and state agencies filed 26 plans
that address various resources in Idaho. 0f these, staff
identified four plans relevant to this project.2/ No conflicts
were found.

In determining whether to issue this Ticense, staff fully
considered the terms and conditions provided by the Forest
service (FS), pursuant to section 4(e) of the Act, and staff
evaluated the effect of project operation on the environmental
resources of the project area. Staff concurs with the Fs
recommendation requiring the Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc.
to release a continuous minimum flow, at Teast equal to 50
percent of the instantaneous flow in the stream, to offset the
minor effects this project may have on the aquatic resources of
the McCorkle Creek.

Staff has also evaluated the economics of the project with
the above mitigation and has determined that the energy benefits
exceed the cost of operating the plant.

Based on staff's review under section 4(e) and 10(a), and
staff review of agency and public comments filed in this
proceeding, and our independent analysis, I conclude that the Big
Creek Hydroelectric Project, with the mitigative measures
required in this Ticense, would be best adapted to a
comprehensive plan for the waterway.

Recommendations of Federal and State Fish and wildlife Agencies

section 10(j) of the Act requires the Commission to include
Tlicense conditions, based on recommendations of federal and state
fish and wildlife agencies, for the protection, mitigation of
damage to, and enhancement of fish and wildlife. staff's EA for
the Big Creek Hydroelectric Project addresses the concerns of the
fish and wildlife agencies and this Ticense provides conditions
consistent with their recommendations.

summary of Findings

2/ (1) Payette National Forest Tand and resource management
plan, 1988, Forest Service, Mccall, 1Idaho; (2)
Idaho outdoor recreation plan, 1983, Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation, Boise,
Idaho; (3) columbia River Basin fish and
wildlife  program, 1987, Northwest Power
Planning Council; and (4) Protected areas,
amendments, and responses to comments, 1988,
Northwest Power Planning Council.
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staff's EA contains background information, analysis of
impacts, support for related license articles, and the basis for
a finding of no significant impact on the environment. Issuing
this license is not a major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment.

The design of this project is consistent with the
engineering standards governing dam safety. The project will be
safe if operated, and maintained in accordance with the
requirements of this order. staff analyze related issues in our
attached safety and design assessment (S&DA).

I conclude that (1) the Big Creek Project does not conflict
with any planned or authorized development and (2) is best
adapted to the comprehensive development of the waterway for
beneficial pubTic uses.

License Term and Pre-effective Date cCharges

In accordance with the Commission policy establiished in the
order jssuing license for Project No. 10896, issued on
mMarch 20, 1992 (58 FERC 0 61,318), this license will be effective
as ot March 1, 1992, for a term of 30 years. Pre-effective
charges will be assessed to August 1, 1968, when project
construction started.

The Director orders:

(A) This Ticense is issued to Big Creek Lodge & outfitters,
Inc. (Ticensee), effective March 1, 1992 and expiring
February 28, 2022, for the operation and maintenance of the Big
Creek Project. This license is subject to the terms and
conditions of the Act, which is incorporated by reference as part
of this Ticense, and subject to the regulations the Commission
issues under the provisions of the Act.

(B) The project consists of:

(1) A1l lands, to the extent of the licensee's 1interests 1in
those Tands, enclosed by the project boundary shown by exhibit G:

Exhibit G- FERC No. 10721- Showing
2 7 Project Map
5 8 overview of Project

(2) The existing non-operating project consists of: (1) a
2-foot-high, 3-foot-Tong diversion dam; (2) a 4-inch-diameter,
1,340-foot-long penstock; (3) a 12-foot by 14-foot Tog powerhouse
containing a single generating unit with an installed capacity of
22-kw, producing approximately 10,000 kwh of energy annually; (4)

Page 3
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an 18-inch-wide tailrace; and (5) a 350-foot-long underground
cable, connecting to the Big Creek Lodge.

The project works generally described above are more
specifically shown and described by those portions of exhibits A
and F recommended for approval in staff's attached S&DA.

(3) ATl of the structures, fixtures, equipment or
facilities used to operate or maintain the project and Tocated
within the project boundary, all portable property that may be
employed in connection with the project and located within or
outside the project boundary, and all riparian or other rights

that are necessary or appropriate in the operation or maintenance
of the project.

() The exhibit G described above and those sectijons of
exhibits A and F recommended for approval in staff's S&DA are
approved and made part of the Ticense.

(D) The following sections of the Act are waived and
excluded from the Ticense for this minor project:

4(b), except the second sentence; 4(e), insofar as it
relates to approval of plans by the Chief of Engineers
and the Secretary of the Army; 6, insofar as it relates
to public notice and to the acceptance and expression
in the Ticense of terms and conditions of the Act that
are waived here; 10(c), insofar as it relates to
depreciation reserves; 10(d); 10(f); 14, except insofar
as the power of condemnation 1is reserved; 15; 16;

19; 20; and 22.

_(E) This license is subject to the following terms and
conditions submitted by the United States Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service, under section 4(e) of the Act:

Article 101. within 6 months following the date of issuance
of this Ticense and before starting any activities the Forest
Service determines to be of a land-disturbing nature, the
Ticensee shall obtain from the Forest Service a special-use
authorization for the occupancy and use of National Forest System
lands, and shall file that authorization with the Director,
office of Hydropower Licensing.

The Ticensee may commence land-disturbing activities authorized
by the Ticense and special-use authorization 60 days following
the filing date of such authorization, unless the Director,
office of Hydropower Licensing, prescribes a different
commencement scﬁedu]e. Notwithstanding the authorizations
granted under the Federal Power Act, National Forest System Tands
within the project boundaries shall be managed by the Forest
Service under the Taws, rules, and regulations appliicable to the

Page 4
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National Forest Service System. The terms and conditions of the
Forest Service special-use authorization are enforceable by the
Forest Service under the laws, rules, and regulations applicable
to the National Forest System. The violation of such terms and
conditions also shall be subject to applicable sanctions and
enforcement procedures of the Commission at the request of the
Forest Service. 1In the event there is a conflict between any
provisions of the license and Forest Service special-use
authorization, the special-use authorization shall prevail on
matters which the Forest Service deems to affect National Forest
System resources.

Article 102. Before any construction of the project occurs
on National Forest System land, the Ticensee shall obtain the
prior written approval of the Forest Service for all final design
plans for project components which the Forest Service deems as
affecting or potentially affecting National Forest System
resources. The Tlicensee shall follow the schedules and
procedures for design review and approval specified in the Forest
Service special-use authorization. As part of such prior written
agprova], the Forest Service may require adjustments in final
plans and facility locations to preclude or mitigate impacts and
to assure that the project is compatible with on-the-ground
conditions. should such necessary adjustments be deemed by the
Forest Service, the Commission, or the Ticensee to be substantial
change, the licensee shall follow the procedures of Article 2 of
the license. Any changes to the license made for any reason
pursuant to Article 2 or Article 3 shall be made subject to any
new terms and conditions of the Secretary of Agriculture made
pursuant to section 4(e) of the Federal Power Act.

Article 103. Notwithstanding any Commission approval or
Ticense provisions to make changes to the project, the Ticensee
shall get written approval from the Forest Service prior to make
any changes in the location of any constructed project features
or facilities, or in the uses of project lands and waters, or any
departure from the requirements of any approved exhibits filed
with the Commission. Following receipt of such approval from the
Forest Service, and at least 60 days prior to initiating any such
changes or departure, the licensee shall file a report with the
commission describing the changes, the reasons for the changes,
and showing the approval of the Forest Service for such changes.
The Ticensee shall file an exact copy of this report with the
Forest Service at the same time it is filed with the Commission.
This article does not relieve the Ticensee from the amendment or
other requirements of Article 2 or Article 3 of this Ticense.

Article 104. Each year during the 60 days preceding the
anniversary date of the license, the Tlicensee shall consult with
the Forest Service with regard to measures needed to ensure
protection and development of the natural resource values of the
project area. Within 60 days following such consuitation, the

Page 5
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Ticensee shall file with the Ccommission evidence of the
consultation with any recommendations made by the Forest Service.
The Commission reserves the right, after notice and opportunity

for hearing, to require changes in the pro%ect and its operation
that may be necessary to accomplish natural resource protection.

Article 105. Flow conditions are subject to the existing
water rights of .75 cubic feet per second during the operating
season held by the US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service,
for power purposes subject to the provisions of Section 42-205
through 42-210 1Idaho cCode.

During the construction and operation of the facilities
authorized by this Ticense, the Ticensee shall not divert more
than 50 percent of the instaneous flow from the stream as
determined by reserved flows at the penstock diversion from
McCorkle Creek.

Article 106. within 1 year following the date of issuance
of this Ticense, the licensee shall cause to be conducted a
survey of project boundaries enclosing all project works and
other features that are to be Ticensed and exc%uding all
recreation and Forest Service administrative facilities. Upon
completion of the survey, a plat of the survey information shall
be provided to the Commission and to the Forest Service and the

project boundary description shall be adjusted accordingly.

(F) This license is also subject to the articles set forth
in Form L-16, (October 1975), entitled "Terms and Conditions of
License for Constructed Minor Project Affecting Lands of the
U.s.", except article 15, and the following additional articles:

Article 201. (1) The licensee shall pay the united States
an amount equal to the annual charges that would have been
assessed from August 1, 1968 to the last day of the month
preceding the month in which this order is issued, as if the
pro%ect had been Ticensed during that period; (2) the licensee
shall pay the United States the following annual charges as
determined by the commission, effective the first day of the
month in which this Ticense is issued for the purposes of:

, a. Reimbursing the United states for the cost of
administration of Part I of the Act. The authorized installed
capacity for that purpose is 29 horsepower.

. b. Recompensing the united States for the use, occupancy and
enjoyment of 5 acres of its lands other than for transmission
Tine right-of-way.

Article 202 . The Ticensee shall clear and keep clear to an
adequate width all lands along open conduits and shall dispose of
all temporary structures, unused timber, brush, refuse, or other

7

material unnecessary for the purposes of the project which result
from maintenance, operation, or alteration of the project works.
Page 6
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A1l clearing of lands and disposal of unnecessary material shall
be done with due diligence to the satisfaction of the authorized
representative of the Commission and in accordance with
appropriate federal, state, and Tocal statutes and regulations.

Article 203. within 60 days after completion of the
requirements of Article 106 above, the licensee shall file for
approval revised exhibits A and G to describe and show the
project facilities enclosed within a project boundary and the FS
acreage within the project boundary.

Article 401. The Ticensee, before starting any future Tand-
clearing, land-disturbing, or spoil-producing activities
associated with the project, shall consult with the Idaho State
Historic Preservation officer (SHPO) and conduct a cultural
resources survey of the affected areas. Further, the licensee
shall file: (1) a report containing the survey results; (2) for
Commission approval, a cultural resources management plan to
avoid or mitigate impacts to any significant archeological or
historic sites identified during the survey; and, (3) the written
comments of the SHPO on the report and the plan.

The survey, report, and plan shall: (1) be based on the
recommendations of the SHPO; (2) be conducted and prepared by a
qualified cultural resources specialist; and (3) adhere to the
Secretary of the Interior's Guidelines for Archeology and
Historic Preservation.

The plan shall contain the following: (1) a description of
each discovered site, indicating whether it is Tisted or eligible
to be Tisted on the National Register of Historic Places; (2) a
description of the potential ef%ect on each discovered site; (3)
proposed measures for avoiding or mitigating the effects; (4)
documentation of the nature and extent of consultation with the
SHPO; and_(5) a schedule for mitigating effects and conducting
a?ditiona] studies. The Commission may require changes to the
pian.

In addition, if the licensee discovers any previously
unidentified archeological or historic sites during the course of
constructing, developing, or operating project works or other
facilities at the project, the Ticensee shall: (1) stop all
land-clearing, Tand-disturbing, or spoil-producing activities in
the vicinity of the sites; (2) consult with the SHPO, and (3)
file for commission approval a cultural resources management plan
to avoid or mitigate impacts to significant resources, together
with the written comments of the SHPO on the plan.

The Ticensee shall not implement a cultural resources
management plan or begin any land-clearing, land-disturbing, or

8

spoil-producing activities until informed by the Commissjon that
the requirements of this article have been fulfilled.

Article 402. The Commission reserves the authority to
Page 7
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order, upon its own motion or upon the recommendation of federal
and state fish and wildlife agencies, affected Indian Tribes, and
the Northwest Power Planning Council, alterations of project
structures and operations to take into account to the fu%1est
extent practicable the regional fish and wildlife program
developed and amended pursuant to the Pacific Northwest Electric
Power Planning and Conservation Act.

Article 403. (a) 1In accordance with the provisions of this
article, the licensee shall have the authority to grant
permission for certain types of use and occupancy of project
lands and waters and to convey certain interests in project lands
and waters for certain types of use and occupancy, without prior
Commission approval. The licensee may exercise the authority
only if the proposed use and occupancy is consistent with the
purposes of protecting and enhancing the scenic, recreational,
and other environmental values of the project. For those
purposes, the licensee shall also have continuing responsibility
to supervise and control the use and occupancies for which it
grants permission, and to monitor the use of, and ensure
compliance with the covenants of the instrument of conveyance
for, any interests that it has conveyed, under this article. If
a permitted use and occupancy violates any condition of this
article or any other condition imposed by the licensee for
protection and enhancement of the project's scenic, recreational,
or other environmental values, or if a covenant of a conveyance
made under the authority of this article is violated, the
licensee shall take any lawful action necessary to correct the
violation. For a permitted use or occupancy, that action
includes, if necessary, cancelling the permission to use and
occupy the project lands and waters and requiring the removal of
any non-complying structures and facilities.

(b) The type of use and occupancy of project lands and water
for which the licensee may grant permission without prior
commission approval are: (1) Tlandscape plantings; (2) non-
commercial piers, landings, boat docks, or similar structures and
facilities that can accommodate no more than 10 watercraft at a
time and where said facility is intended to serve single-family
type dwellings; (3) embankments, bulkheads, retaining walls, or
similar structures for erosion control to protect the existing
shoreline; and (4) food plots and other wildlife enhancement. To
the extent feasible and desirable to protect and enhance the
project's scenic, recreational, and other environmental values,
the licensee shall require multiple use and occupancy of
facilities for access to project lands or waters. The licensee
shall also ensure, to the satisfaction of the Commission's
authorized representative, that the use and occupancies for which

9

it grants permission are maintained in good repair and comply
with applicable state and local health and safety requirements.
Before granting permission for construction of bulkheads or
retaining walls, the licensee shall: (1) inspect the site of the
proposed construction, (2) consider whether the planting of
vegetation or the use of riprap would be adequate to control

Page 8
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erosion at the site, and (3) determine that the proposed
construction is needed and would not change the basic contour of
the reservoir shoreline. To implement this paragraph (b), the
licensee may, among other things, establish a program for issuing
permits for the specified types of use and occupancy of project
lands and waters, which may be subject to the payment of
a reasonable fee to cover the licensee's costs of administering
the permit program. The Commission reserves the right to require
the licensee to file a description of its standards, guidelines,
and procedures for implementing this paragraph (b) and to require
modification of those standards, guidelines, or procedures.

(c) The Tlicensee may convey easements or rights-of-way
across, or leases of, project lands for: (1) rep%acement, expan-
sion, realignment, or maintenance of bridges or roads where all
necessary state and federal approvals have been obtained; (2)
storm drains and water mains; (3) sewers that do not discharge
into project waters; (4) minor access roads; (5) telephone, gas,
and electric utility distribution Tines; (6) non-project overhead
electric transmission lines that do not require erection of
support structures within the project boundary; (7) submarine,
overhead, or underground major te%ephone distribution cables or
major electric distribution 1ines (69-kv or less); and (8) water
intake or pumping facilities that do not extract more than one
million gallons per day from a project reservoir. No later than
January 31 of each year, the licensee shall file three copies of
a report briefly describing for each conveyance made under this
paragraph (c) during the prior calendar vear, the type of
interest conveyed, the location of the Tands subject to the
conveyance, and the nature of the use for which the interest was
conveyed. If no conveyance was made during the prior calendar
year, the Licensee shall so inform the Commission and the
Regional Director in writing no later than January 31 of each
year.

(d) The Ticensee may convey fee title to, easements or
rights-of-way across, or leases of project lands for: (1)
construction of new bridges or roads for which all necessary
state and federal approvals have been obtained; (2) sewer or
effluent lines that discharge into project waters, for which all
necessary federal and state water quality certification or
permits have been obtained; (3) other pipelines that cross
project Tands or waters but do not discharge into project waters;
(4) non-project overhead electric transmission lines that require
erection of support structures within the project boundary, for
which all necessary federal and state approva%s have been

10

obtained; (5) private or public marinas that can accommodate no
more than 10 watercraft at a time and are located at least one-
half mile (measured over project waters) from any other private
or public marina; (6) recreational development consistent with an
approved Exhibit R or approved report on recreational resources
of an Exhibit E; and (7) other uses, if: (i) the amount of Tand
conveyed for a particular use is five acres or less; (ii) all of
the Tand conveyed is located at least 75 feet, measured
Page 9
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horizontally, from project waters at normal surface elevation;
and (iii) no_more than 50 total acres of project lands for each
project development are conveyed under this clause (d)(7) in any
calendar year. At least 60 days before conveying any interest
in project lands under this paragraph (d), the Ticensee must
submit a letter to the Director, Office of Hydropower Licensing,
stating its intent to convey the interest and briefly describing
the type of interest and location of the lands to be conveyed (a
marked exhibit G or K map may be used), the nature of the
proposed use, the identity of any federal or state agency
official consulted, and any federal or state approvals required
for the proposed use. Unless the Director, within 45 days from
the filing date, requires the licensee to file an application for
prior approval, the Ticensee may convey the intended interest at
the end of that period.

(e) The following additional conditions apply to any
intended conveyance under paragraph (c) or (d) of this article:

(1) Before conveying the interest, the licensee shall
consult with federal and state fish and wildlife or recreation

agencies, as appropriate, and the State Historic Preservation
officer.

(2) Before conveying the interest, the licensee shall
determine that the proposed use of the lands to be conveyed 1is
not inconsistent with any approved exhibit R or approved report
on recreational resources of an exhibit E; or, if the project
does not have an approved exhibit R or approved report on
recreational resources, that the lands to be conveyed do not have
recreational value.

(3) The instrument of conveyance must include the following
covenants running with the land : (i) the use of the lands
conveyed shall not endanger health, create a nuisance, or
otherwise be incompatible with overall project recreational use;
(ii) the grantee shall take all reasonable precautions to insure
that the construction, operation, and maintenance of structures
or facilities on the conveyed lands will occur in a manner that
will protect the scenic, recreational, and environmental values
of the project; and (iii) the grantee shall not unduly restrict
public access to project waters.

(4) The commission reserves the right to require the

11

licensee to take reasonable remedial action to correct any
violation of the terms and conditions of this article, for the

protection and enhancement of the project's scenic, recreational,
and other environmental values.

(f) The conveyance of an interest in project lands under
this article does not in itself change the project boundaries.
The project boundaries may be changed to exclude land conveyed
under this article only upon approval of revised exhibit G or K

Page 10
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drawings (project boundary maps) reflecting exclusion of that
land. Lands conveyed under this article will be excluded from
the project only upon a determination that the lands are not
necessary for project purposes, such as operation and
maintenance, flowage, recreation, public access, protection of
environmental resources, and shoreline control, including
shoreline aesthetic values. Absent extraordinary circumstances
proposals to exclude Tands conveyed under this article from the
project shall be consolidated for consideration when revised
exhibit G or K drawings would be filed for approval for other
purposes.

(g) The authority granted to the licensee under this
article shall not apply to any part of the public lands and
reservations of the United States included within the project
boundary.

(F) The Ticensee shall serve copies of any Commission
filing required by this order on any entity specified in this
order to be consulted on matters related to that filing. Proof
of service on these entities must accompany the filing with the
Commission.

) (G) This order is issued under authority delegated to the
Director and constitutes final agency action. Requests for

rehearing by the Commission may be filed within 30 days of the
date of issuance of this order, pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 0 385.713.

Fred E. Springer
Director, Office of
Hydropower Licensing

12

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR HYDROPOWER LICENSE

Big Creek
FERC Project No. 10721-001

Idaho
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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
office of Hydropower Licensing
Division of Project Review
825 N. Capitol Street, NE
washington, D.C. 20426

March 26, 1992
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2. Location of the project features of the Big Creek 14
Project, FERC No. 10721, Idaho (Source: Big Creek

Lodge and outfitters, Inc., 1991, amended
application, as modified by the staff).

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
OFFICE OF HYDROPOWER LICENSING
DIVISION OF PROJECT REVIEW
Date: March 26, 1992
Project name: Big Creek

FERC Project No. 10721 --001

A. APPLICATION
1. Application type: Minor (Constructed) License
Date filed with the Commission: March 22, 1991
Applicant: Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc.

2

3

4. water body: McCorkle Creek River basin: Big Creek

>. Nearest city or town: Yellow Pine, Idaho (See figure 1.)
6

County: valley State: Idaho

B. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION
1. Purpose.

Page 13
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Project power is for use at Big Creek Lodge.

The lodge's existing hydroelectric generation system was
constructed in 1968 and operated until about 1985. In 1986, the
applicant, Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc. (Big Creek Lodge)
acquired the lodge, which is in the Payette National Forest, and
a special use permit was issued by the Forest Service. Since
then, Big Creek Lodge has delayed operation of the project until
a license can be issued. The plant would be placed in service
immediately if the Commission approves the pending license
application.

2. Need for power.

The proposed project would supply electrical generation to
operate the existing facilities, replace existing gasoline
generation when available, meet existing unfulfilled power needs,
and provide power for future anticipated demands. A1l project

generation would be used on-site; none of the project power would
be sold for use by others.

2
C. PROPOSED PROJECT AND ALTERNATIVES

1. Description of the proposed action. (See figure 2.)

The project, which is constructed but not presently
operating, consists of: (1) a 3-foot-long, 2-foot-wide, and 2-
foot-deep instream diversion box; (2) a 4-inch-diameter, 1,340-
foot-Tong penstock, buried at a depth of 4 feet; (3) a 14-foot-
long, 12-foot-wide log powerhouse with a single pelton turbine
and generating unit rated at 22-Kilowatts (kw); (4) an 8-foot-
Tong, 18-inch-diameter steel culvert tailrace with natural rock
baffles; (5) a 350-foot-long underground cable, connecting to a
master distribution panel in Big Creek Lodge; and (6) related
facilities. The estimated average annual generation for the
project would be 10,000 kilowatt-hours.

2. Applicant's proposed mitigative measures.

Big Creek Lodge proposes to operate the project as they have
in the past--to use only 0.75 cubic feet per second (cfs) of
McCorkle Creek's flow for project operation and to always leave
at least half of the stream's total flow in the bypass reach.

3. Alternatives to the proposed project:

a. The proposed project as modified by our (the staff's)
recommended mitigative measures.

We propose no additional mitigative measures. However, we
recommend measures to protect any undiscovered cultural
resources.

b. Alternative of no action.
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The alternative of no action, denying the Ticense, would
preclude Big Creek Lodge from operating the existing project and
producing hydroelectric power at the site. The existing
environment has already been altered by previous construction and
operation of the project. 1In the event that the license is
denied, the applicant will continue to consume non-renewable
fossil fuels to meet its system generation requirements.
Licensing the project would conserve non-renewable primary energy
resources, lower cost, and reduce atmospheric pollution.

4. Federal Tands affected.
No. X Yes; Forest Service; acreage = approximately 5;
X Conditions provided by letter dated : 12/10/91

(attachment A).
Conditions have not been provided.

3

] Remarks: The following is a summary of the conditions
Tisted in the attachment.

U Flow conditions are subject to the existing water rights of
0.75 cfs during the operating season held by the Forest
Service, for power purposes subject to the provisions of
Section 42-205 through 42-410 1daho Code.

[wid

During the construction and operation of the facilitijes
authorized by this license, the licensee shall not divert
more than 50 percent of the instantaneous flow from the
stream as determined by reserved flows at the penstock
diversion from McCorkle Creek.

-

The _Ticensee_shall conduct a survey of project boundaries
enclosing all project works and excluding all recreation
and Forest Service administrative facilities.

D. CONSULTATION AND COMPLIANCE

1. Fish and wildlife agency consultation (Fish & wildlife
Coordination Act):

a. U.S. Fish & wildlife service (FWS): X Yes. No.

b. state(s): X Yves. No. ) ‘

¢c. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS): Not required.
2. Section 7 consultation (Endangered Species Act):

a. Listed species: None. X Present: The FWS notified the
Ccommission (Lobdell 1991) that the gray wolf may occur 1in the
project area (species 1list number FWS-1-4-91-SP-648).

b. Consultation: Not required.

Remarks: The project wouldn't affect the gray wolf. See
Page 15
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Environmental Issues and Proposed Resolutions, section G.2.

3. Section 401 certification (Clean water Act):

Not required.
X Required; applicant requested certification on 8/17/91.
Status: Granted by the certifying agency on 9/16/91.

Remarks: The certificate was issued without conditions.

4
4. Cultural resource consultation (Historic Preservation
Act):
a. State Historic Preservation Officer: X vYes. No.
b. National Park Service (NPS): X Yes. No. '
c. National Register status: X None. Eligible or Tisted.
d. Council: Not required. )
e. Further consultation: Not required.

Remarks: We agree with the Idaho State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) (Green 1991) and the NPS (Pepin-Donat
1991) that the project would not affect any archeological or
historic sites eligible for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places.

5. Recreational consultation (Federal Power Act):

a. U.s. Owners: X Yes. No.

b. National Park Service: X Yes. No.

c. State(s): X Yes. No.

6. wild and scenic rivers (wWild and Scenic Rivers Act):

Status: X None. Listed.

7. Land and water Conservation Fund lands and facilities
(Land and water Conservation Fund Act):

Status: X None. Designated.
8. Pacific Northwest Power Planning and Conservation Act:

Under section 4(h) of the Pacific Northwest Power Planning
and Conservation Act (Act), the Northwest Power Planning Council
(NwPPC) developed the Columbia River Basin Fish and wildlife
Program (Program) to protect, mitigate, and enhance fish and
wildlife resources associated with development and operation of
hydroelectric projects within the Columbia River Basin. Section
4(h) states that responsible federal agencies should provide
equitable treatment for fish and wildlife resources in addition
to other purposes for which hydropower is developed. Section
4(h) further states that these agencies shall take into account,
to the fullest extent practicable, the Program adopted under the
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Act.

The Program directs applicants to consult with federal and
state fish and wildlife agencies, appropriate Indian Tribes, and
the NWPPC during the study, design, construction, and operation
of any hydroelectric development in the basin [sections
1103Ca) (1) (A) and (2)(A)]. At the time the application was
filed, the Commission's regulations required applicants to start
prefiling consultation with the appropriate federal and state

5

fish and wildlife agencies and the Tribes and to provide these
groups with postfiling opportunities to review and to comment on

the application. Big Creek Lodge carried out this consultation
process.

The Program states that authorization for new hydroelectric
projects should include conditions of development that would
mitigate the impacts of the project on fish and wildlife
resources [1103(a)]. our recommendations in the Environmental

Analysis section are consistent with the requirements of the
Program.

The proposed project would not affect tribal lands, other
tribal interests, or treaty rights. Further, a condition of any
license issued would reserve to the Commission the authority to
require future alterations in project structures and operation to
take into account, to the fullest extent practicable, the
applicable provisions of the Program.

The pro%ect would be Tocated at an existing diversion box
and thus would not be subject to the Council's protected area
rule [section 1103(b)(4)(c)].

E. COMMENTS

_The_fo11owin? agencies and entities provided comments on the
application or filed a motion to intervene in response to the
public notice dated 10/2/91:

Commenting agencies and other entities Date of letter
U.S. Department of the Interior 12/03/91
U.S. Forest Service 12/10/91

Motions to intervene Date of motion
None,

The applicant did not respond to the comments.

F. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

1. General description of the locale.
Page 17
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a. Description of McCorkle Creek.

McCorkle Creek is a tributary to Big Creek located in the
high-country of central Idaho. McCorkle Creek is about 3 feet
wide at its mouth. The Big Creek Lodge is located on a flat,
grassy clearing next to McCorkle Creek in the remote Big Creek

6

valley. Both McCorkle Creek and the lodge are within the Payette
National Forest. A Forest Service work station is located near
the lodge, across McCorkle Creek.

b. Existing licensed projects in the basin:

The only other facility is the exempted, 8-kw Flying w
project on Lick Creek, a tributary of Big Creek.

_C. Other pending Ticense applications and exemption
applications in the basin:

None.
d. Cumulative Impacts.

A cumulative impact is the effect on the environment that
results from adding the effects of a proposed action to other
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions,
regardless of what agency (federal or nonfederal) or person
undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result
from individually minor but collectively significant actions
taking place over a period of time (40 C.F.R., section 1508.7).

wWe selected chinook salmon as an important resource that may
be cumulatively affected within the Big Creek Basin. However, no
chinook salmon occur in McCorkle Creek. Therefore, the proposed
Big Creek Project would have no impacts on chinook salmon.

2. Descriptions of the resources in the project impact area:
) Unless we note otherwise, the source of our information is

Big Creek Lodge's amended application for license and application
supplements.

a. Streamflow:

Average annual flow: 3 cfs.

b. water quality:

There is no water quality data on McCorkle Creek. But since
the creek is used as a domestic water supply at the Todge, and
because there is no other type of development in the watershed of

this small mountain creek, we assume that water quality is good
to excellent.
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Cc. Fisheries:

Anadromous: X Absent. Present.

Resident: Absent. X Present.

7

Remarks: Although some fish exist in McCorkle creek, there
are no game species.

d. Vvegetation: The project is located within the cedar-
Hemlock-Douglas Fir section of the Highland columbia Forest
Province (Bailey 1980).

Cover type Dominant species

Mixed Coniferous Forest western red cedar
western hemlock
Douglas fir

Meadow annual grasses, forbs,
perennial bunch grasses

e. wildlife: Bailey (1980) describes some of the typical
fauna of the Highland columbia Forest Province, where the project
would be located. Large mammals in the area include black bear,
mule and white-tailed deer, Rocky Mountain elk, mountain lion,
and bobcat. Common birds are red-breasted nuthatches and several
species of hawks, owls, and jays. Blue and ruffed grouse are
upland game birds that are common in the region.

. cultural:

National Register (listed and eligible) properties have not
been recorded.

g. Visual quality:

The proposed project lies in a scenic valley at the west
edge of a ?reen, willow and conifer-ringed meadow. The steep
mountain slopes of the valley are covered with fir and pine
forests.

h. Recreation:

Big Creek Lodge provides its guests a wilderness setting,
lodging, and professional outfitting and guide services.
Recreational activities on the surrounding Forest Service lands
include horseback riding, big-game hunting, fishing, summer pack
trips, nature viewing, and snowmobiling.

i. Land use:

Land in the project vicinity, along the Big Creek valley, is
used for high-country recreation, irrigated pasture, and managed
forest and wilderness.
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8
G. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
There are three issues addressed below.

1. Streamfliow.

Although the project would reduce flows in the 1,340 foot-
Tong bypass, Bi? Creek Lod%e proposes to use only 0.75 cfs of the
3 cfs average flow generally present in McCorkle Creek. Forest
Service 4(e) conditions 1imit the lodge to 0.75 cfs for
hydroelectric generation and no more than half of any flow
present in the stream. Because there are no game fish or rare
aquatic species in McCorkle Creek, nor any recreational fishing,
we beljeve the proposed bypass flow should adequately protect the
biological resources of the creek.

2. Gray wolf.

The project is Tocated within the Central Idaho Recovery
Area (CIRA), defined in the Northern Rocky Mountain wolf Recovery
Plan (U.S. Fish and wildlife service 1987). The authors of the
plan estimated that the CIRA supports no more than 15 wolves.
The Forest Service (1988) estimated that two to five wolves
inhabit the Payette National Forest, which surrounds the Big
Creek Lodge project area.

Based on habitat characteristics and Tand use relationships,
Kaminski and Hansen (1984) identified key areas for wolves within
the Payette National Forest. These areas are important year-
round or seasonal habitat for elk, the primary prey species of
the Rocky Mountain gray wolf. The project isn't located within
any of these key areas, but is near one that is within the River
of No Return wilderness Area.

wolves generally avoid sites of human activity. Kaminski
and Hansen (1984) 1list sufficient space with minimal exposure to
humans as one of three primary components of wolf habitat. Big
Creek Lodge has operated since 1934 and as we said, proposes no
modifications of the existing environment.

we find that 1icensin% the Big Creek Lodge Project wouldn't
likely affect gray wolves for the following reasons:

u There has been human activity at the Eroject site for a
Tong time, so wolves probably avoid the area.

(=l

The project wouldn't alter existing habitat conditions.

U The project area isn't critical habitat for elk, which
wolves eat.

Because information about the location and number of wolves
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9

is useful in managing the recovery of this species, and the
project site is in a remote area that is near wolf habitat, Big
Creek Lodge should notify the appropriate wildlife authorities
whenever gray wolves are sighted in the project area.

3. Buried archeological or historic sites that may be
affected by any changes in the location of facilities.

__It's sometimes necessary to change the location of project
facilities. These changes could affect lands not included in the
cultural resources survey of the project.

To protect any sites which might be affected by changes in
location of facilities, Big Creek Lodge would consult the SHPO
about measures needed to: (1) inventory such sites before making
any changes in the location of facilities; and (2) avoid or
mitigate impacts to sites determined eligible for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places.

H. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1. Assessment of impacts expected from the proposed project
(P), with Big Creek Lodge's proposed mitigation and any
conditions set by a federal Tand management agency; the proposed
project with any additional mitigation recommended by the staff
(Ps); and any action alternative considered (A). Assessment
symbols indicate the following impact levels: 0 = None,
1 = Minor, 2 = Moderate, 3 = Major; A = Adverse, B = Beneficial;
L = Long-term, S = short-term.

Il

° Impact © ° o Impact °
°....Resource o.P 2 Ps® A° °  Resource o P 2 Ps® A
ITTITIT I I I TITT I T I I IIQTI I IoI IT T IR TITTiTiifififtiifiitifetitoiit
o] [s] 3 3 0O O 0 3 3 o
%a. Streamflow O1AL® 3 ° %a, wildlife ° Q3 3 °
° o 3 3 ° of, cultural: o 3 3 o
°h. water quality: ° 3 3 o Archeological © 0 3 3 °
o Temperature e Q s s oo . . ° 3 3 o
° Dissolved °© Q0 ® 3 oo Historical ° Qs 8 °
o] Oxygen o] 3 3 o o (o] 3 3 0
° Turbidity and © 0 @ 3 ° °g. visual quality © 0 3 s o
o _sedimentation® 3 3 © o ) ° s 3 °
°c. Fisherijes: o 3 3 °© %h, Recreation °1BL3 3 °
o] Al’la(:‘h"OmOLlS 0 0 3 3 o] 0. [¢] 3 3 [+]
° Resident Q0 3 © °9, Land use ¢ Qs 3 o
0] 0 3 3 0 0 o 3 3 [s]
°d. Vegetation ° Q@ 3 o o ° 3 s o
0 [»] 3 3 0O o 0 3 3 o]

Remarks: a. streamflow would be reduced in the bypass reach,
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10

but never by more than 50 percent. h. The proposed project would
enable Big Creek Lodge to provide Todging services to
recreationists in a cost-effective manner.

2. Impacts of the no-action alternative.

Under the no-action alternative, there would be no change to
the existing physical, biological, or cultural components of the
area; electrical power that would be generated by the project
would have to be generated from other available sources.

3. Recommended alternative (including proposed, required, and
recommended mitigative measures):

Proposed project.
4. Reason(s) for selecting the preferred alternative:

We select the proposed project as the preferred alternative
because its purpose can be achieved with 1ittle or no adverse
impacts to biological or cultural resources.

I. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF THE RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE
we identified no unavoidable adverse impacts.
J. COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT

Section 4(e) of the Federal pPower Act (Act) states that in
deciding whether to issue a license, the Commission, in addition
to considering the power and development purposes of the project,
shall give equal consideration to: (1) the purposes of energy
conservation; (2) the protection, mitigation of damage to, and
enhancement of fish and wildlife; (3) the protection of
recreational opportunities; and (4) the preservation of other
aspects of environmental quality.

Further, in section 10(a) (1), the Act says the Commission
shall adopt a project that in its judgement will be best adapted
to_a comprehensive plan for improving or developing a waterway for
(1) the use or benefit of interstate or foreign commerce, (2) the
improvement and utilization of water power development, (3) the
adeguate protection, mitigation, and enhancement of fish and
wildlife (including related spawning grounds and habitat), and (4)
other beneficial public uses, including irrigation, flood control,
water supply, and recreation, and other purposes discussed in
section 4(e).

section 10(a)(2) of the Act requires the Commission to
consider the extent to which a project is consistent with federal
or state comprehensive plans for improving, developing, or
conserving a waterway or waterways affected by the project. under

Page 22



19920401-0399(815694) [1] . txt
11

section 10(a)(2), federal and state agencies filed 26 plans that
address various resources in Idaho. Of these, we identified four
plans relevant to this project.3/ No conflicts were found.

Based on our review under sections 4(e) and 10(a), our review
of agency and public comments filed in this proceeding, and our
independent analysis, the Big Creek Hydroelectric Project, with
the mitigative measures recommended in this environmental
assessment, would be best adapted to a comprehensive plan for the
waterway.

K. CONCLUSION

1. X Finding of No Significant Impact. Approval of the recom-
mended alternative [H(3)] would not constitute a major
federal action significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment; therefore, an environmental impact
statement (EIS) will not be prepared.

Intent to Prepare an EIS. Approval of the recommended
alternative [H(3)] would constitute a major federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the human environ-
ment; therefore, an EIS will be prepared.

2. X Under section 10(j) of the Act, this EA addresses the
concerns of the Federal and state fish and wildlife
agencies and makes recommendations consistent with those of
the agencies.

Under Section 10(j) of the Act, we find that the
recommendations of the Federal and state fish and wildlife
agencies may be inconsistent with the purpose and
requirements of Part I of the Act or other applicable Taw.
wWe will attempt to resolve the inconsistency through
negotiation with the agencies.
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SAFETY AND DESIGN ASSESSMENT
BIG CREEK PROJECT NO. 10721
IDAHO
December 12, 1991

Project Design and Operation

i The Big Creek Project is on McCorkle Creek, a tributary of
Big Creek, 24 miles northeast of Yellow Pine in the County of
Page 24



19920401-0399(815694)[1] .txt
valley, Idaho.

The existing, nonoperating project consists of the following:

1. A 2-foot-wide by 3-foot-Tong by 2-foot-deep timber diversion
structure diverting water from McCorkle Creek into a
penstock

2. A 4-inch-diameter, 1,340-foot-long buried PVC penstock

3. A log powerhouse with a single pelton turbine and generator
with a capacity of 22 kw

4. An 18-inch-diameter, corrugated metal pipe tailrace which
returns project flows back to MccCorkle creek

5. A 350-foot-Tong underground electrical cable from the
powerhouse to the Big Creek Lodge.

The project, which is manually operated, will be used
intermittently a total of about 200 days per year to meet an

average demand of 50 kwh/day--producing about 10,000 kwh of energy
annually.

The Ticense for the Big Creek Project should include the
120/240-volt generator leads, the 350 foot-long cable, the
existing distribution system, and appurtenant facilities.

Dam Safety

The project has no dam and no hydraulic structure that creates
any significant threat to public safety.

Water Resource Planning and Comprehensive Development

The project develops energy from a flow of 0.75 cfs diverted
from Mccorkle Creek and providing a gross head of 237 feet.
McCorkle Creek is a high gradient mountain stream with a drainage
area of about 3 square miles. It is reported in the application

to have a mean annual flow of 3 cfs. The pro%ect has no storage;
it operates in a run of river mode with manual control.

Energy developed by the project would be used for domestic
purposes at the Big Creek Lodge facilities. The remote location
of these facilities precludes economical connection to a local
electrical utility.

14

None of the agencies commenting on the application had any
alternatives_to recommend or concerns requiring an engineering or
economic evaluation.

_Federal and state agencies filed 26 comprehensive plans
discussing various resources in Idaho. Of these, we identified
four plans relevant to this project. No conflicts were found.

our review of the Commission's Hydroelectric Site Data Base
shows the project wouldn't conflict with any proposed or existing
projects.
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Project Economics

This is an existing project being put back into operation at
the expense of the owner/applicant and for the exclusive use of
the owner/applicant. The energy benefits of the project would
exceed the operating cost.

15

Exhibits

The following parts of exhibit A and the following exhibit F
drawings conform to the Commission's Rules and Regulations and are
approved and made a part of the license:

Exhibit F:
FERC No.

Drawing 10721- Showing

F- 1 1 sketch of project facilities

F- 2 2 Tayout of existing generating
facilities at powerhouse

F- 3 3 diversion box - top view

F- 4 4 diversion box - side view

F- 5 5 diversion box - end view

F- 6 6 powerhouse - side view

F- 7 7 powerhouse - end view

List of Preparers: <charles Hall, Civil Engineer
Roland George, Electrical Engineer

BIG CREEK PROJECT NO. 10721-001
IDAHO

II. Resource Development
A. Purpose

The project power is for use at Big Creek Lodge.

Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc. (Big Creek Lodge) is a
domestic corporation under the laws of the State of Idaho.
Construction of the hydro generation system was completed in 1968.

The plant is operational and will be placed in service immediately
Page 26
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following the FERC's approval of the pending license application.

B. Need For Power

The proposed project would supply electrical generation to
operate the existing facilities, replace existing gasoline
generation when available, meet existing unfulfilled power needs,
serve domestic loads and living quarters, and provide power for
future anticipated demands. A1l project generation would be used
ongsite; none of the project power would be sold for use by
others.

C. Alternative of No Action

The alternative to the proposed action is, denial of license.
In the event that the license is denied, the applicant will
continue to consume 100-percent, non-renewable fossil fuels to
meet its system generation requirements. Licensing the project
would conserve non-renewable primary energy resources, lower cost
and reduce atmospheric pollution.
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BIG CREEK LLODGE & QUTFITTERS, INC.
An fdaho Corporatton

Boise Office

(208) 345-1880
o
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Commission Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
825 North capital Street, H. E.
Washington, P. C. 20426

Dear Secretary:

Enclosed is an original and fuurteen copies of an APPLICATION FOR
LICENSE FOR A MINOR WATER POWER PROJECT OF FIVE MEGAWATTS OR LESS
for filing under Section 4.60 and 4.61, Subpart G, Part 4,
Subchapter B, 18 CFR Chapter 1.

The power plant under application is a small (22 KW) Pelton Kheel
Dyna Generator decsigned to service a small backcountry lodge (Big
Creek Lodge) located on a Special Use Permit on U.S. Forest Service
land. This Application replares an erroneous Application for an
cxerption that was submitted on February 13, 1989.

The power plant, diversion check box, pipe line and transmission
line are presently in place and had operated for more than te,
years under a U. S, Forest Service authorization until FERC becane
the authorizing agency. My predecessor failed to prcperly file for
an Application. No changes in the present eqguipment are planned.
The power generation is needed for the health and welfare of the
existing faci:ities once a license is granted.

Very truly yours,

BIG CREEK ILODGE & OUTFITTERS, INC.

Howard F. Manly
President
HFM/be
Enclosures
z:\‘?(: - "")PM,_
~ A;T:K o~ A )
\\\‘\\' <05
-
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APPLICATION FOR LICENSE FOR A MINOR WATER POWER PROJECT,
FIVE MEGAWATTS OR LESS

BIGS CREEK LODGE & OUTFITTERS, IKRC., an ldaho corporation




e APPLICATION FOR LICENSE FOR A MINOR WATER POWER PROJECT,
1

FIVE MEGAWATTS OR LESS

Big Creek Lodge ¢ Ooutfitters, Ine.,
an Idahc corporation
815 Park Blvd., sSuite 300
P. O. Box 967
1. Boise, Idaho 83701

(208) 343-1880
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SEFORE THE FEDERAL ENERGY
REGULATORY COMMISSION
Ny - Y|
FERC PROJECT NO. 16721 00|

In re: }
) ,
BIG CREEX HYDROELECTRIC ) APPLICATION FOR LICENSE FOR
PLANT, Bug Creek, Idaho ) A MINOR WATER POWER PROJECT,
)

FIVE MEGAWATTS OR LESS
— L

(1) Big Creek Lodge & Outfitters, Inc., apgplies to the
Federal Energy Regulatory commission for a license for the Big
Creek Hydroelectric water power project as described hereinafter.

(2) The location of the project is:

State or tcorritory: State of Idaho

County: County of Valley

Township or nearby town: Yellow Pine, 24 miles to the South-=
west. Big Creek Lodge is situated ip the NE 1/4 SW 1/4 Section 26,
Township 21 North, Range 9 East, Boise Meridian.

Stream or other body of water: McCorkle Creek, a small
trikutary to Big Creek.

(3) The exact name, address and telephone numper of the
applicant is:

Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc.
815 Park Boulevard, Suite 300

p. 0. Box 967

Boise, Idaho 83701

Telephone (208) 343-18380

(4) The exact name, address and telephone number of each
pevrson authorized to act as agent for the applicant in this
Application, if applicable, are:

{a) Howard F. Manly, President
Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc.
815 Park Boulevard, Suite 300
p. O. Box 967
Boise, Idaho 83701
Talephone (208) 343-1880

pavid P. Tidwell

815 Park Boulevard, suite 300
P. O. Box 9€7

Boise, Idaho 83701

Telephone (208) 888-3325

(c) Britt G. Manly, vice President

1




-

Bigy Creek Lodge & Outfitters, Inc.
81% Park Boulevard, Suite 300
P. O. Box 967 ‘

Boisa, Idaho 83701

Telephone (208) 343-1880

(5) The applicant is a domestic corporation incorporated
under the laws of the State of Idaho and is not claiming preference
under Section 7(a) of the Federal Power Act. See 16 U.S.C. 736.

(6) (1) The statutory or regulatory requirements of the state
in which the project would be located that affect the project as
proposed with respect to bed and banks and the appropriation,
diversion and use of water for power purposes and with respect to
the right to engage in the business of developing, transmitting and
distributing power and in any other business necessary to
accomplish the purposes of the license under the Federal Power Act,
are:

(1) Idaho Department of Water Resources, Application for
Permit No. 77-7157, dated July 15, 1982, to the U.S. Department of
Agricultur2, Forest Service, for the appropriation of .75 cubic
feet per second for power purposes subject to the provisions of
Sections 42-205 through 42-2:0, Idaho Code.

(2) '".S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, TERM
SPECIAL USE FERHMIT, dated November 15, 1976, (see Exhibit E}, which
authorizes Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc., to operate on U.S.
Forest Service land and to use the water appropriated to the U.S.
Forest Service by the State of Idaho.

(ii) The steps which the applicant has taken or plans to take
to comply with each of the laws cited above are:

(1) The .75 cubic feet per second has been diverted and
is flowing through the diversiocn into the 1,340 foot four inch
diameter pipe penstock. The wacer is presently allowed to
discharge back into McCorkle Creek, but will be applied to the
ger.eration of power upon approval of this Application. The exhaust -
water will in turn be released back into McCorkle Creek upon its
discharge from the turbine.

(2) Big Creek Lodge & outfitters, Inc., has coupleted a
Master Development Plan which was requested by the U.S. Forest
Service as preliminary to the issuance of a new TERM SPECIAL USE
PERMIT in 1991.
(7) Brief project description:

(i) Proposed installed generating capacity 22 KW



(1i) Check appropriate box:

{(X; existing dam ( ) unconstructed dan {
existing dam, major modified project (se¢e Section 4.30(b) (14)).

(8) Lands of United States affected (shown on Exhibit G).
Name Acres

(i) VNational Forest Payette National Forest 13.994

(ii) 1Indian Reservation N/A N/A

(iii) Public Lands Under
Jurisdiction of N/A N/A

{(iv) oOther N/A N/A
(v) Total U. s. lLands Payette National Forest 13.994
(vi}) Check appropriate sox:
( ) Surveyed Land (X) Unsurveyed land
(9) Construction of the project was completed in 1968. The

plant is operational and will be placed on line at such time as the

instant Application is approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Ccmmission.

(10) The Application is executed in the:
State of Idaho
County of ada
by: Howard F. Manly

815 Park Boulevard, Suite 300

P. 0. Box 967
Boise, Idaho 83701

being duly sworn, deposes and says that the contents of this
Application are true to the best of his knowledge or helief. The
undersigred applicant has signed this Application this day
of March, 199].

by:

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me, a notary public, in and for
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

1) Number of Generating Units:

(i) A single "DYNA" generator, with a capacity of 22 KW will
be the basic feature of the project.

(ii) The hydroslectric plant is bacxed up by a 6 KW gascline
powered portzble generator.

(iii) There are no plans to add additional generating capacity
in the future.

The Type of Hydraulic Turbines:

(i) A "pPelton Wheel" impulse turbine will be used to turn the
generator.

Tower Plant Operation:

(i) The plant will be operated manually. The plant will not
be usad for peaking. puring the off-season (December
through Mav) the plant will only be used intermittently.

Estimated Average Annual Generation:
(i) 50,000 Kilowatthours
Estimated Average Head:

(i} The plant has a head of 237 vertical feet between the
intake and the turbine.

Reservoir Storage Area/Net and Gross Storage Area:

(i) No water will be impounded. There is no reservoir.
There is only a 2-foot by 3-foot by 2-foot deep instrean
diversion box in McCorkle Creek.

Estimated Hydraulic Capacity of the Plant:

{i) McCorkle Creek has an average flow of three (3) cubic
feet per second (CFS). The hydro project will use about
.75 CFS to generate the needed power and return the water
to the stream. There is ample water for power generation
and maintenance of stream flow in McCorkle Creek between
the diversion and the generator.

Sizes, Capacities and Construction Materials:

(1) Diversion Structure: A 2-foot by 3-foot by 2-foot deep
instream check box was installed in 1968. It is
constructed of pine logs bolted together. Natural rock




riprap is installed on the upstreamn side (see photos,
Exhibit F).

Pipeline Penstock:

1,340 feet of four inch (4") PVC pipe is buried at a
depth of four feet (4') to carry water with a head of 237
vertical feet from the diversion to the turbine.

Powerhouse:

The Pelton Wheel Turbine and generator will be secured
to a concrete pad within an eight foot by ten foot log
building constructed to U.S. Forest Service and Valley
County standards.

Transmission Line:

Electrical power will be transmitted from the generator
to Big Creek Lodge and its associated outbuildings
through 350 feet of eight gauge weather-proof cable,
buried two feet underground.

Spillway:

Exbaust water from the turbine will be discharged into
an 18" steel culvert which will return the water to
McCorkle Creek. Natural rock baffles will reduce the
velocity of the water to that of the creek so as to
eliminate any turbulencea.

9) The Estimated Costs of the Project:

Component gstimated Cost

Diversion Headgate $ 200,00
1,340 feet 4" PCV Pipe 2,000.00
Coni.rete Pad & 18" Steel Culvert 200.00
8-foot by 10~foot Log Building 1,000.00
Pelton Wheel Turbine 2,500.00
22 KW DYNA Generator 2,500.00
Miscellaneous Valves & Fittings 75.00

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $8.475.00

10y The Purpose of the Project:

The proposed hydroelectric power pilant, upon being
licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, is
to be used for generating electrical power for the sole
use of Big Creek Lodge, its *two existing cabins, four
proposed cabins, plus four assorted outbuildings. No
power will be scold or transported off the premises. The
power is for the convenience, safety and comfort of the




guests and staff of Big Creek Lodge.

A Master Developrnent Plan has been developed for Big
Creek Lodge, whica proposes a number of structural
inprovements to %“he Lodge and the construction of four
additional guest cabins. The availability of electrical
power will make possible the use of power tools which
will reduce the cost of construction considerably. Over
the years the use of power tools for normal operation and
maintenance will greatly reduce costs and save time,
yhich is at a premiur considering the shoxt season (July
to Hovember) that road access is available to this remote
area.
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SUMMARY REPOKT FOR BIG CREEK LOLDGE
DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

Big Creek lLodge lies in a lovely glacial valley at the west
edge of a green, willow and conifer-ringed meadow which gently
slopes toward cascading Big Creek. Mule deer and rocky mountain
elk often feed within view of the Lodge. Open meadows dot the
valley. Big Creek has its headwaters at the south end of the
valley near Profile Summit and Goat Mountain, winds its way
northward through Big Creek Valley and then continues eastward down
Big Creek Gorge into the River of No Return, the Middle Fork of
the Salmon River. Big Creek is the spawning grounds for thousands
of Chinook Salmon and Pacific Steelhead Trout, as well as for
Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout and Rocky Mountain Whitefish.

Big Creek Lodge is situated on a 13.994 acres of U.S. Forest
Service land in the Krassel Ranger District, Payette National
Forest. The topography of the site wvaries from rolling meadow
around the buildings to steep fir and pine covered mountain slopes
west of the Lodge.

McCorkle cCreek forms the north boundary of the Special Use ST
Permit area and has provided water for domestic use at the Lodge, o
for irrigation and for generating hydrcelectric power. The creek o
is also used for stock water and irrigation in the meadow. E

Big Creek Lodge is located in the Big Creek Valley, one and
one-half miles north of the historic mining settlement of
Edwardsburg. The Forest Service maintains a guard station one-
eighth mile north of Big Creek Lodge.

Big Creek Airstrip, a thirty~six hundred foot State main-
tained grass strip lies two hundred yards north of the Lodge. It
provides much of the access to the Big Creek area and tc the
surrounding backcountry. The Lodge is geared to provide services
for the fly=-in public who use the airstrip.

Big Creek Valley also provides several major trailheads to the
famous Frank Church River Of No Return Wilderness Areca.

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND RECREATION

Big Creek Lodge and Cutfitters, Inc. provides its guests with
a relaxed wilderness setting, a full service restaurant,
comfortable lodging and professional outfitting and guide services.
Trailriding, big game hunting, fishing, summer pack trips, game
packing and snowmobiling are available. Supplemental services
include the general store, gasoline, oil, minor repairs, beverages
and mniscellaneous items; public pasture, livestock boarding,




horseshoeing; showers for campers, transportation for the fly=-in
puablic ami Lue use oi iie aili-imporiant backcouniry radio ror
communication with the ocutside world.

The best attraction at Big Creek Ledge is getting away from
the grind of city life. It is a place where one can just relax and
leisurely spend the day reading, socializing or photographing
wildlife and the exquisite Big Creek scenery. Other activities
such as trailrides, fishing, big game hunting (in season), sumier
pack trips, hiking, gold panning, horseshoes, volleyball, cards,
snowmobiling and cross-country skiing are available to Lodge
guests.

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING FACILITIES

Big Creek Lodge is a rustic two story log building built in
1934. The twenty-six hundred squarc foot Lodge conrtains a rustic
family-style dining room which seats twenty to twenty-five guests.
A living room just off the dining rooa provides a homey, relaxing
atmosphere. The Kitchen, west of the dining room is designed to
serve family-style meals and short oOrders. There are four
comfortablz guest rooms on the second :floor of the Lodge.

Guests may enjoy relaxing and viewing wild game feeding in the
meadow along with the beautiful mountain splendor, from the covered
porch and boardwalk which extends to the "old store" which was used
as a general store until the late 197J's.

A guest cabin buiit in the mid to late 1930's lies just south
of the Ledge. The six-hundred square foot cabin has two bed-rooos,
one fall bathroom and 2 fully equipped kitchen. It also has a
comfortable living/dining room combination.

A duplex is also situated near the Lodge. Each unit has a
double bed, sleeping loft for the kids and half bath.

A store and gas station is just north of the Lodge, off the
boardwalk. The store is in the front and a maintenance shop is in
the rear of the building. Gas, oil and minor repairs are available
to the public.

ACCESS TO BIG CREEK LODGE

Big Creek Lodge is accessible by road and by air. Primary
road access is by way of Yellow Pine, a small backcountry town
twenty-four miles southwest. Yellow Pine is about fifty miles east
of Cascade, Idaho. The road from Yellow Pine tn Big Creek climbs
7,600 feet over Profiie Gap. This road is seldomn open before mid
June to July first.

=2
I




Other road access, from Warren, Idaho, over Elk Summit opens
T 3ue Lo its 5,000 ifuul pass.

Air access to Big Creek is limited to small aircraft or
helicopters. The 3,600 foot grass airstrip was built and is
maintained by the State of Idaho.

Big Creek Lodge is accessible in winter by snowmobile and by
ski plane which is available through several backcountry air
charter services. Normally, snowmobiles are transported over
plowed roads to Yellow Pine and then driven the twenty four scenic
miles over Profile Gap to Big Creek.
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TERM SPECIAL USE PERMIT e Pt IR PR TR ST N S s B
“Act of Maveh 4 1913, ov amended fuly IR 1934, . 0__5_’_ o _’20_5_9_. ];__3_

or Act of March 30, 1948 v Sreve [i8-17) N, Caunry (18703 ISP IS ) T

{Rel. F3u 2710)

16 085 | - 1

Permission is hereby granted to __Big Creek Recreation Unlimited, Tnc,. o L .
of ___ Yellowpine, ¥daho __ ______ _ __
hereinalter called the permitice, to use sybject to the conditions set aut helow, the fonoumf, desciibed
lands or improvements for the period 14 Years from the date thereof:

as shown on attached "Maps™ and "Description of Area' which are made part of
this peroit .

) : . >
/’._ N f. }

This permit (‘m:--r=63 99"3 _ncies and is issund for the purpose of: ) 5
Operating and I‘L‘!lllt-‘li;l-l!lg a resort enterprisc consisting of a2 store and *;crv. e
station, hotel, dweiling, cabins, saddle and storage building, parking 'p.'lC"

including sewer, eclectrical and water conunections for three house trailers, and
pisture. )

Construction or occupancy and use under this permit shall begin within _ H/A .months, and
r_on‘\ructmn, if any, shall be completed within __N/A . __months, from the date of the permit. This

use shall he actually exercised at least | ___ 365 _ ___da)s each yror, unless nthersise authorized
in writing. -

-

2. 1n consideration for this nse, the permittee shall pay to the Forest Service, U.S. Depaitment of Agr-
cultuce, the sum of * Thi rty__t_u_o__m)d 26710000 ars ($ 32,26 __ ) for the pesiod from ___ . __
Octeber Y _.__ .19 76,10 December 31 . _ , 1976 _, and thereafter

annually en ___ _January _lst — [ — .
One_ Hendred Forty _ (J(}II‘;(Q (¢ 140,00 not subJ(‘ct to refund ).

Presidedsbexexersdd ot e '; ""‘;.1" v ff\'\‘f-m st sk 11 ly}.n:.v‘; s todbas cfoand cffrctxe enntus brginuieg
wlenetoSyess perind: O the: dnc- Adweafah fextinnnnat PRTIAEIIN iy elacroplcetdheeryenon n-lsg
L { i T i
raxreesuraraxikasle oaloe: 4>’-n-u- rmbonaskh w"})v Fr rxit.  * Includes transfer fee of $75.00
This pemit is accepted <uhrcl to the rnndmuns set forth herein, and to conditions _ . 19 _to
53_ o _attzched heseto and inade g part of this prumit,
- o HAMEL OF llhh-llll!.!: Tt T $l('-41'uul or AU!DC'I‘(O(!IIL!R u;u:
PEPLITTEE RIG CEFEN RECREATION )/’
UNLIMIUTED, INC. /ZULQ ¢ ! w})_\‘
TITLE
——am— e . . - G !-\

n.lu( .() 5:!‘ AT UETE

\-l. B. Sk .Ilf
Forest Saprivisor

1STUING

Cf HICER .
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SUMMATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS

The ganeral environmental setting is a conifer foresst in the
backcountry of Idaho with year round use of the Jodge and
occasional year-round residents in Edwardsburg area. Summer and
fall are the seasons of highest use and with the greatest
population. The good weather in the Summpei encourages people to
escape the cities for solitude and cool climate of the high
mountain valleys. In the fall, Big Creek is deluged by big game
hunters wanting tc try their skill and luck at harvesting a North
American ElX. Big Creek Lodge is the primary commercial facility
to provide services to the public during these high use periods.
Big Creek Lodge is also open during the winter months to house and
feed snowmobile oxcursions into the backcountry area around Big
Creek.

Vegetation is conifer forest with light shrub under growth
with some grasses. Since the diversion hox was constructed more
than 20 years age, natural vegetation has grown up avcund the area
and mocsses cover the rocks ang logs in the stream reach (see
pictures in Exhibit F). No additional disturbance of the stieanm

or surrounding area will be necessary.

Fish and wildlife resources will not be adversely affected by

the hydro plant as it is to be operated. There are no fisheriecs
of a sport or commercial nature. The stream is not used by
spawning fish. The stream is used by large and small game for

drinking. The diversion box provides a small pool of water that
is easily accessed and generally undisturbed for use as a drinking
source for these animals.

Water quality will not be adversely affected since the check
box was established so many years ago that the stream and banks
around the box have no loose so0il to erode. The water will flow
naturally back into the stream bed just above the road (see diagram
in Exhibit F) and then flows into a culvert under the road. On the
far side of the road, the water is diverted into a meadow pasturég
area for irrigation. The meadow acts as a natural filter for any
sediment that might be carried in the water. McCorkle Creek flows
another mile over its natural stream Led before re2aching Big Creek.
As stated by Shawn Miller, Aquatic Biolegist, in his letter, "use
of the creek (MccCorkie Creek) Ly the hydro plant is benign ané does
not affect water quality." This satisfies concern number 2 (two)
in the letter frem Idaho Fish & Game dateda June 6, 1988.

Water quantity will not he significantly changaed for the 1340+
feet of stream bed that the 4" pvcC pipe will divert the needed
water to drive the Pelton Wheel. Even in recent years when snow
pack and rainfall was at its lowest, sufficient stream flow was
available to "...maintain existing riparian vegetation.” in the
stream. This meets concern number 1 (one) in the letter from Idaho
Fish & Game dated June 6, 1988,

E10




The hydro plant sits on U. S. Forest Sexvice land under
Special Use Permit to Big Creek Lodge. The Forest Service has
applied for and received permission fren the State of Idaho to
divert water on McCorkle Creek for the hydro project once approval
is granted by FERC. The letter dated Augqust 17, 1988, from the
U.S.F.S. has given a Categorical Exclusion for the hydro project
on McCorkle Crecek.

The U. S. Forest Service Categorical Exclusion addresses all
other environmental concerns associated with this project as it was
operated and as it will be operated in the future with FERC
authority under Sections 4.60 and 4.61.

The alternative to hydro generated electric power is either
a gas or diesel engine driven generator. Tne alternative would
generate both noise and air pollution that is not asscociated with
hydropower. The additional cost would limit the quantity and

quality of services that Big Creek Lodge could provide the public.




SUMMARY OF CUNSULTATION

Big Creex Lodge has consulted thoroughly with the requlatory
and environmental agencies having jurisdiction in the area. All have
been extremely cooparative and have found no problems with the
installation of the Hydro Plant as it is planned.

Letters of clearance include:

ORCANIZATION CLEARA
J.S. Fish & Wildlife Services Fish & wWildlife
U. §. rorest Service Categorical Exclusion

Idaho Fish & Game Fisheries/Water Quality

Farm To Market Enterprises
Water Quality Consultants Fisheries/Water Quality

Idaho Department of Water Approved Application
Resources for Water Permit ~

‘AN an- -



* United States Department of the Interior "

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERYICE

BOIS: FIELD OFFICE
4686 Overland Roand, Room 576
Boiae, Idaho 83705

July 26, 1988

Mr. Howard F. Manly

Big Creek Lodge and Qutfitters, Inc.
707 North 8th Street

P.0O. Box 967

Boise, Idaho 83702

McCorle Creek Hydro Project
Rarly Consultation for
Exenption

Gear o, Maoly:

Thank you for vyour jetter of May 15, 1288 concerning the
referenced existing project. The Fish and Wildlife Service has
previously (October 19, 1983) reviewed the proposal to continue
the operation of the project along with documents enclosed with
your recent inguiry and has the following comments. Provided
that the project is ocperated as in the past and no nevw
construction is required, we have no ohjection to the issuance of

an exsmptien by the Federal Energy Regulatery Comaigzion. If vou
propose changes in operaiicn or any new constructinn, we wish lo
review and comment on thoae proposed changes as they uay realate

to fish and wildlife hahitat av riparian values.

To the best of our present knowledge we have no ocencerns ahbout
possible effects of the project on Federally listed threatened or
endangered species. if vou have any questions or comments you
may contact Roy Heberger (334-1931) of my staff.

Sincerely,

Lg)dpéﬁﬁa\i>-~4:“*Zw
é\-Jchn p. Wolflin
Field Supervisor
IDFG, Hdqtrs., Boise
IDFG, McCall
NMFS, Portland
FRRC, OHI)L, Washington, D.C.
FRRC, Portland
Payette N.F., McCall

FWS—-SE, Boise (1-4-88-5SP-230)
FWS-SE, Portland
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Uniied States Ft Fayette Krassel ,er District
Z=Pepartment of Service National P.0. Box 026
Q‘}b riculture forest MeCail, ID 83638

Reply To: 2720

Date: Angust 17, 1988

Mr. Howard F. Manly

Big Creek Lodge and Cutfitters, Inec. CHECKED Als
707 Horth 8th Street :

P.0. Box 967 Ri:¢
Boise, I 83701 -CEIvep AUG

Dear Howard:

This is followup with regard to the Firest Service positicn pertairing
to the hvdroelectric nower plant ven wich to restnre to servine

connection with the operation of the Big Creek Lodge.

in
~an

The Forest Service has no objections to the proposed use providing the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commissior (FERC) grants the necessary
written exemption or clearance. We anticipate the project will have
little or no impact on the enviroament provided the conditicns listed
in the enclosed dncument and the terms set forth in the permit are met.

¥ith regard to condition #2 in the ennlosed categorical exclusion
docurment, we can foresee no difficulties over water uses beiween the
Lodge uses and the adjoining Forest Se.vice work station. However, in
the peossibility that conflicts do develop over use of the available
water, the Forest Service shall exercise its water righis in the best
interest of the public and the needs of the work station.

Sincerely,

ol A

EARL C. KIMBALL
District Ranger

FS A200.2847 9%




CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

Big Creek Lodge
Minor Hydropower Plant

9.5.D.A., Forest Service
Payetts National Foreat

Ine., 707 North 8th Street, P.0O. Box
Howard F. Hanly, Fresident, has
nor hydroelectric plant to

The plant wac in

pue to a change 1in
jed until the operator
ion {(FERC) license oTr
eruay to obtain rERC

Big Creek Lodge and Qutfitters
267, Boise, Idaho 83701, Mr.

submitted an application to resatore a mi
provide electrical power to s+he Big Creek Lcdge.
service for many years until destroyed by fire.

rules, further apecial use aythorization was den
could obtain a Federal Epergy Regulatory Commiss
exemption from 1inensing. ¥ork is presently und

authorization.

mately .20 acre of %Yational

11ity would occupy approxi
Rarge § East, Section 28,

n Township 21 North,
r Distriet.

Tre proposed fac
Forest System lands i
B.M. in the Krassel Range

onal Forest Management
 proposed
low, would be in
ficant effect on
gecause

ces affected and the Nati
ea, it is my determina
der the conditions l1isted be
sion will have no signi
ually or eumulativelr.
this decision is categorically
d an Envyironmental Assessment or
gared.

Considering the resour
pPlans for the invoulved ar
activity, if conducted un
the public jnterest. 1his deci
the human environment, either individ
there Wwill be no significant effect,
excluded fromn HEPA documentatlon, an
Environmental I1mpact StatemenlL will nel be pre
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LAl

This determination is based on the following ractors:

oCorkle Creek) is small and has no

vhe stream involved {H
have inspected the site

The ldaho Department of Fish and Game
s observatlon.

1.

fish.
and concur with thi

m which vperated

reconstruction of a syate
e impacts

5. The project 1z a
10 years with no noticeable advers

for a perlocd of more than
on water guality.

3. There are po wnown threatened and/or endangered plant or

animal) specles within the permit area.

impact on flood plains and

3. The prcject will not have any

wetlands.

5. The project will not have sny izpact on cultural resources in

the project area.

CHECKED AUG 2 § 1988
RECEWED AUG 7 g jagq

Fg 8202 1478




Forest Service approval of the project would be conditicned on the
following:

1. That no additional quantity of water would be removed from
the stream than was used in the pasi for power production. Since the
same transmission pipe would pe used there should be no change in
capacity. This vould require a power plant properly sized to the
available head and flow.

2. Tha water rights for the water used from McCorkle Creek in
connection with Lhe operation of the Big Creek f.odge rest with the S
Forest Service as the Lodge is ldcated on Naticmal Forest, v

2. Should demand for water exceed supply, particularly in 2n

emergency situation, the Forest Service shall exercise its water
rights in the best interests of the public and the work station.

i, Power produced by the facility will be usad on the lodge
site. No transmission facilities will be constructed.

HERRSIAN ) LA

Foreat Supervisor

. A R BY o B £ - 1
Fay®uLie ndcidnas

E16
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REGION

19 Weat Lith Streel Mty - Mary
Rovee, I RITY . rgUeUe 5.,

P20 A3 3725
June 6, 1°88

Mr. Howard F. Hanly

Big Creek Lodge and Outtitters
787 torth 8th Street

Bcise, 1D 83701

Re: McCorkle Creek Iydroelectric Froiect Farly Consultation Application
for Evemption from FERC Licensing Bruce Hinter

Dear Mr, Maniy:

After inspecting McCotkle Creek, we have determined this stream does not
contain fish populaticns or sigrificant fish habitat, 1Tt does, however,
contribute high quality water to Big Creck which is the largest tributary
to the Middle Fork of the Salmon River. BRased on cur investiyation of
McCorkle Creek and our meetings, we suggest you be preparcd to addres:s the
concerns listed below.

1. Instream maintenance flo-s sufficient to maintain existing ciparian
vegetation.

2. Measures to provent sediment delivery to Big Creek.

3. We request that you provide to the Idaho Department of Fish and Gane a
complete project descciption, including maps and drawings when you
submit your application to the FERC.

Sincerely,

; . N 3
'[{4,‘(, ) - _,/,:.l‘, ‘ll\rl \gﬁg

Stacy Gebhards
Regional Supervisor
Region 3/Boise

SG:DA: jrw
c: Program Coordination
Fisheries Burecau

Cerit D Andrigs Goncinos

Jerry M. Coantey Duecter
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YFARM to MARKET SNTERPY HS
fresh and hot. water consueitants
az, 1 bLox 116 A

McCall Idaho 83638

September 1, 1983

Big Creek Recreation Unlimited, Inc.
Big Crxecek Lodge
3 Cascade, Idaho 8361l

G .tlemen:

1 would first like to establish my credentials as may be
appropriate. I currently hold a B.S. in Biclogy from Central
College in Pella, Iowa. This is a 50 hour major that focused
upon freshwater fisheries studies. I also hold an M.S. degree
in Aquatic Biology from Idaho State University. Agaln, my
studies focused upon freshwater; principally invertebrates;
specifically caddis flies (genus: Hydrepsyche).

I was requested to provide an opinion and cbservations as to
the suitability and feasibility of the existing placement of

a small (22 KW) hydroelectric plant on Mc Corkle Cceek located
in vValley County, Idaho; most specifically adiacent to Big
Creek Lodge, Big Creek, Idaho. The hydro plant is used to
produce electricity for the lodge faciliiy.

I have inspected Mc Corkle Creek as well as the hydro generater
system. My conclusion is that there are no deleterious
envircnmental corsequences from the placement of the hydro
plant system or the utilization of Mc Corkle Creek for the
generation of electricity by that system.

Mc Corkle Creek is barely three feet across at it's mouth,

At the plant site, the creek is barely two feet across,

The creek has no fisheries of a sport or commercial nature.

it is not used by anadromous fishes as a spawning stream,

It's primary use is as a watering stream for resident
livestock and big and small game animals, Use of the creek by
the hydro plant is benign and does not affect water quality. |

Mc Corkle T“reek is a freestone stream, conseguently aquatic
invertebrate life is typical in terms or guantity and gquality
found in area waters. The nutrient base is low thereby
limiting rumbers of aquatic life in the creek, It 1s not
anticipated that there would be a significant change in water
quality resulting from plant siting, It is therefore my
recommendation that Mc Corkle Creek be used for generation

of hydroelectric power by the Big Creek Lodge company as
planned.

ectfully submitted,

U Yilhe —

cc: .S. Forest Service, Big Creek District
S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Boise office
sho Fish & Game, Region III

E18

T v
1%




N VIS IS
: N
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’ LoPARIMENT OF WATER RESQUL. =S .
o A0 - ROVED
‘ APPLICATION FOR PERMIT  APPROVE
t NOE- (N7 Ta appropiiate the public waters of the State of ldahe
coB-0/2,
. [)C?&‘o-/ '3 4. S. DEPL. OF ACRICL'I<1l'RQ
: 1. Name uf apphicant  Forest Service . Fhone 8J1-676-13351
Prst alfice a:ddress  J24-25th Street, Ogden, Urah _8Llon . . :
* . .
N 2. Source of water supply }ic_C:\rP]_e.Cerk whichisatnbatary ol Bag Creek
1. Location of point of diversionis _ s "eof W % of Sxction _26 | Towmship 21N
£y -
Range 9E B8M. Valley ' County, additionil peints of diversion if any*
4. Water will be used for the folinwing purposes: ;
Amount .75 cfsfor Power purposns from 1/1 to 12731 {both datcs iclusivel
{orer & vp fret o3 3oruint e . - - R . g
. Amount .05 ctsicr Domestic purposes from 171t 12731 {both dates inciusive) .
tefuoe srre feee pev 3vnam) 7 : - - N - T vt
Amount .08 cfs fuclerination pu-pases from 4f1S_1© 10/15 {both dates inclushel :
[rsow mos fepf e gangenrh 7 - - - i
Amount for purposes from 10 [both dates inchisive)
FPOAA D S o - == -
5. Tetal cpantity to be appropriated: X
a. .53 cubiz feet por sanond 2nddfor b, scre feet per annum.
6. Propusad diverting works: .
N ‘ 'l
a. Desaription of ditches, Humes, pumps, bewigates, ete. L ~ i - .
' Wanten cur-off «all with 2 pipes, one for domestiz and_frrimatior uses, the other e
i
g B for power genoration, (See Remarks) | __ . . . el . L R
"-' . . b, Heghtof storejedam _ teey, active reseIvoir 2aeCity NS R e HE LA I 1 4 G,
y o : e - 5
- . [}
o caparity ~_acre feet, materiaisused instoragadam: L ) o ) .
X Peciod of 4 ear when water will ba dicertad to storage i . to inclasive, .
T BRSO - T Women Band T
c. Pioposed vell diameteris inches: peoposed depth of well is feet.
~ ' 7. Time eequired for the completicn of the works nd application of the water to the propostd beneficial .
. o use is ° Cyrs fniniam 1oy ear - ey 5 yearsl Ln.fdvl‘.r e 1 C[ir\(‘u‘ad n | ]7>'
e (Dene by ont cosplered in 19272)
8 Destriphaon of (neynsd nes f
s a. 1 wate is not fof igigannn
(1} Civetloplraafue ol cater SR Vol SU el Section 26 CToamstep 2y . G
Nnge IE INAR i
o {2) Sountuf goces tobagnaabel 1311 __ b2n pover grelcr 150 foo 1l ba o,
! : {3 List ourtbar nf e b bind af ti.estnek 10 he matered - S
. .
; . s .- - - -
. )
v (1) fieesalimanicgy ity to brsarved Lof upsber of #oiion iy ba BN
. } T - - =T - * = - :

' cap e b b e woatir 1 pdas 25 areets for Bly Prect 1o
: . ' !

Tead o [ R A P R S ST B 1T
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9.

10.

{rernsto bainigated &

c. Describe zny other water rights used Tor the ~ame jurposes a5 describied above.

none

3. \Who owns the croperty at the point of diversion V. §. Forest Scrvice - Payette Nat'l. Furest
b, Whe cwns tne land o be irrigated or place of use 11, §, TFo-est Sexviea - Payette Nat'l. Forest

ant, deeribe the arrangnnent enabling the

c. 1 the property is owned by a person cther than tha appli

anplicant to make this filing

Reoirarks

PUNER:  J350 feet_of 4 _inch diammier pipe dive-ts water from above gont-off

tarbines, which granrate 10 ¥W of electricity for Rip Cioeck_Lodne.

eESTIC & IRRICATION: 1300 feot_of g inch dtameter pipe _diverts_vater {

c\_,t_i_nff_{:nll to 3000-sallon storage tank, vhich s then distribuled throughout Big

Creck Indge. Fear hose bibb faucets cupply trrisstion water thrm ghout the compound
capplies the Irdne, 2 cihdos and a store,

wwizum of 25 guests,
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THCT iy Thene e

Recopted By . e

Publicalion RIen3es Oy v _

published in _ __ . The Star MO8 —o o o e cemem o meee s
34 5 31182

Publcation dates &

Fublicativn approved . _AC . _ Date _ dSvwe Fal

Protests fited by /_\ {;\Q-/_ e e —

Cepisos of protesis forwardad by

Hearing beld by _ L hawe

Reconmended for 6{@'3@ rfanial by phS .
e

ACTION OF THE DIRECTOR, DEPAR [TSENT OF WAVER RESCURCES

This is 1o certify that | iave examired Application for Pernit to spnrapriaia the pubtic waters of the State

of idaho Mo, T7-7157__ _, and s2id application isherehy  AFPRCVED .

1. Approsat of wid spplication is subyect to the fol'owing lirnitations and conditions:
a. SUHJIFLST TCALLPPOR WATER RIGHTS,

b. Proof of constructian of works and application of water 10 beneficial use shall be submitted on or be.

fore faust L L 19 _81..

ueed for irrigation uader this pronit, when combined with 2l

. Tha 1ate ol divercion, if water is 1o be
awceed 0.02 cubiz feat per second for exch azie of lond.

other .ater £'ghts for the sure band shall not
Gther: hi . . . N . .

is pormit is <ubject to the provisions of Sections A42-205
tiwough 42-710, 1dale C_oi:', rostricting trhe sale, transfer, assignoent, or
morigega. ol this poroit. Failure to conply wiin these provisions is cause

for itvediate concellation of this poriit,
ihis arojrct shal) b2 oporeted i o ranicr that will not conflict

or intcrfere uwith the future diversien of watcr for ircigation or other

noneficial censw prion,

this plinit fdeas ot constitute ldano public Utilitics Comnission
o Fadiral fnarey Regulatlory Cormission approval that oay be required.

fn atcess nort ar other device as specified by the Departrment shall be
installed by the pernit holder to provide for the installation of measuring

Jovice rouip ‘ot oend the deterniniting of the rate of diversion by the Departrent.

A
- - /
Uitress ry hand this [ § iy of July, 1982,

A e 5“71;;’

Chief, Tperations Turcay

L
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EXHIBIT F

DRAWINGS:

2 Reiationship of Existing Facilities to L
Lodge and Special Use Permit Area . . . . . . . . . . . F1

Existing Facilities at Power Plant [
PICTURES . + « & « « 4 v v et it e e e e e e i e i s i3 -
" Diversion Box from McCorkle Creek
. Diversion Box and Pipe
i Pelton Wheel Assembly :iﬂ
e Pelton Wheel and Flywheel Exposed i

Penstock In-~take and By-Pass, Flywheel, Pl
Pelton Wheel Turbine and Dyna Generator

Dyna Generator (22 KW) in Pump House
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Photos of the Project
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EXHIBIT G

MAPS OF THE PROJECT:

Map of Big Creek Area . . . . . . .« « . .

Relationship of Existing Pacilities to
Lodge and Special Use Permit Area . . .

Plat of Special Use Perait
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