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RECE IVED
)
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Idaho Department of Water Resources
900 N. Skyline Drive, Suite A
Idaho Falls, ID 83402-1718

RE:  Response to Questions Regarding Transfer No. 79659 (Ward).

Dear Blake:

This letter is in response to your inquiries regarding the historic irrigation of pivot corners
associated with Water Right No. 35-7075, which is the subject of Transfer No. 79659. I appreciate
your patience as [ have collected information to respond to your request.

Your main inquiry concerns how the pivot corners were irrigated on the property. Enclosed
with this letter is a map showing the current point of diversion, which is on the southern part of
the 320 acres irrigated by 35-7075. The well is located in the center on the southern boundary of
the property where indicated on the map. Prior to pivots existing on the property, a solid mainline
ran straight north from the well through the extent of the property. The property was then
historically irrigated east and west from that mainline. When the pivots were installed, the same
mainline was used, and the valves that existed at the ends were turned off as necessary. The corners
were then irrigated often, though not every year. The determination of when to irrigate the corners
was largely a function of whether the economics supported the labor involved with irrigating the
corners. As far as the actual irrigation, hand lines were run from the valves, which then wrapped
around the pivot corners and irrigated their entirety.

In 2009, I was asked by the Wards to review their water rights, and I asked about pivot
corner irrigation on the property. They indicated that it had been irrigated, they thought, within
the past few years, but at the time the Department’s policy regarding forfeiture remained uncertain.
At my request, they irrigated the pivot corners and harvested a crop from those corners consisting
grass hay or alfalfa. Enclosed with this letter are numerous photographs of the irrigation that
incurred in August of 2009. The photographs are all date stamped. As indicated on the map, there
is a county road on the western side of the 320 acre parcel. On some of the photos, you can see
the road. I am not entirely certain which direction each photograph was taken, but generally
speaking, all of the pivot corners have been photographed. You will notice in some of the photos
that the alfalfa hay under the pivots have been swathed. This is consistent with how the Wards
have historically irrigated the corners. When the pivots were no longer needed, because the hay
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was curing, they would then concentrate hand lines on irrigating the corners. You can see from a
number of the photos that there are drill marks from the hay stands, some of which were recently
cut based on these photographs. In other photographs, you can see that the alfalfa has not yet been
swathed, but is actually quite high, indicating that there has been recent irrigation of these pivot
corners. As might be expected, the alfalfa in the pivot corners is not as thick or productive as that
underneath the pivots because the irrigation was focused under the pivots. Nevertheless, it is
absolutely clear that beneficial use was made of the water rights to irrigate a crop on the pivot
corners, and the enclosed is photographic evidence of the historic irrigation of those corners.

We have also included maps with the 2011 and 2009 background imaging. The 2011 and
the 2009 photos show some swath lines on some of the corners, and some darker vegetation near
the corners. We feel very comfortable representing to the Department that these corners have been
irrigated, certainly within the last five years of the submittal of Transfer No. 79659 and prior to
2009. If you have any further questions or concerns, please let us know. Otherwise, I presume
the enclosed information satisfies your request for additional information, and look forward to the
approved transfer in the coming weeks.

Best Regards,

et L ‘

Robert L. Harris
HOLDEN, KIDWELL, HAHN & CRAPO, P.L.L.C.
Enclosures

GOWPDATA'RLHV4161 4W Farms'0312015-01-19, Blake Jordan.docx



4W FARMS TRANSFER

N
w E
S
Legend
New POU
D7075 Pivot Corners |
@ wrpod
New 7075 POU
[Joid_7075
DTownship_Lines
DSection_Lines

DQuarter—quarters

Prepared by:
Robert L. Harris
2013 Photo




4W FARMS TRANSFER

N

Legend

New POU )
[ |7075 Pivot Corners |
@ wrpod

New 7075 POU
[Joid_7o75
DTownship_Lines
DSection_Lines
I:IQuarter-quarters

Prepared by:
Robert L. Harris el - - =
2009 Photo SE i 1 NWE e ; !
e il o B ) 0.6 Miles




S

Legend
New POU e
D7075 Pivot Corners

@ wrpod
New 7075 POU

[Jowd_7075
DTownship_Lines
DSection_Lines
DQuarter-quarters

Prepared by:
Robert L. Harris
2011 Photo







Rl e re—— —. = e e
- . e r———— e ae = =, T TR — ! i
| - B G e ‘ ~ —- =







ﬁ'ﬁm‘igf’“ 3o = CHBTY 15 185 Y] TS T ey
e \“‘TY""‘:‘:"“\L‘ AT 'n--,"_!g.._ M) S mas Taen B B T RN o B ‘s:"‘,\\-'; ih‘g ].;?—v:,ﬂ:' g
AR B (U TRENIT R Y P A R =
i I '\r:.‘!.:""?" ‘ 'm,.‘lr\. '—v'- W ‘I'\?u P). i
Bl Al T T e, 16§

1

L 0 i‘ 4
s ST

L b
LTS Rt







e

~ e










L emaier VO

amliare 0N

< .""'

4 o ! eh
e o AT S e i8S

s
oAl
S




:
"

1 bt




|
|







L emaier VO

amliare 0N

< .""'

4 o ! eh
e o AT S e i8S

s
oAl
S




:
"

1 bt




|
|






















Corpmas &
w.l.
Tt e S

K t,

TR

4;3%?(»‘“’!" ¢
L

"




.4
-

ARG /Y

TAEF LY ’
LTS T

Ao

R LA XS 3
{0 PR




v e

IRt | o el e W
) - Y i L R
m o o 4 oo

TR L i
"

T I B T4 s oy
») ] - " "




el
» ol

e SL

BN h Db
Ctod A L5k

B
o T
YAV




I YT
0 e o
A Y

y i ) DRl s efed

Ten N RO et '="iva!nmr%u-g;’1
AR SR AR R

i e im0 @
















't ‘%‘{11 A fx ; : Q‘ g 7\ 'ﬁ?'fn‘;

POATES

(d













E']
o

fL s







e S
o ere— g v e BT FREES




M s e gy

ot b

e

- . -

N & L o

i ,\Q'-‘:':‘ P PUOS
\. i k)




