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M ·11imum stream 
flow hearings set 

TWIN F~ - Minimum stream 
nows have been proposed for a section 
of the LltUe Wood River and for 
Devil's Corral Springs. 

The Idaho Department ·of Water 
R*urces has scheduled public 
hearJJ)gs next week on the two 
app~lcatlons, filed by the Idaho Water 
R~ces board, according to Loren 
Holmes, DWR souQlem region 
supervisor. 

The appllcat.lon for the Little Wood 
River, filed September 1978, seeks to 
estabJlsh a now of 39 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) for the protection of trout 
spawning arid rearing habitat In a 
reach of the stream between the 
mouth of Silver Creek and USGS 
Gaging Statton near Richfield. 

The heating on this application will 
be Aug. 6 at 10 a.m. In the courtroom 
of the Lincoln County Courthouse in 
Shoshone. 

A minimum lnstream flow of 48 cfs 
is also being sought ,or the Devil's 
Corral area by the IWRB. The goal of 

this September 1979 application, ac­
cording to Holmes, ls to maintain a 
high quality trout fishery and pre­
serve uruque qualities of the spring 
area. Tnese spr;lngs are located on the 
north side of the Snake River Canyo,n 
between the Twin Falls and Shoshone 
Falls. 

The hearing on U1e Devil's Corral 
appllcatlon will be In Twin Falls on 
Aug. 5 at 1 p.m. In the conference 
room of the Department of Health and 
Welfare located lo the Campus 

· Commons Center, ff1'1 Filer Ave. 
The pubJlc is Invited· to attend the 

hearings to present views and com- · · 
ments. Persons wishing to present 
formal evidence and testimony in 
support of or against the appllcatlons . 
are requested to file a notice of · 
appearance with the DWR, State­
house, Boise, 83720, five days prior to . 
the hearing. 

Persons appearing informally to 
make comments do not need to file 
notices of appearance. · 

2 range fires d.eclared 
Out; burn 6,115 acrr ~ .. 
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TIMES-NEWS, TW .L 

This lake, the liirger of two, glistens a nd sparkles in the sun lighL in Once consideced inaccessible, a good dirt r and now t wi.sls an d turns off 
Devil's Corr-l which has, down l.hl"ough the year!!, been a i·oubers' r oo;;l, highll'a y 93 eastward to the "gate'' in the corral. Tbe road beyond the 
!lsh hatche1·y, wildlife refuge and resor t, farm and r ange for siock. corra l is not much more than a lrail . (S l:lff photo-e11:rrning) 
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'i'H'll!;~-N~~/.'::i 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

Sunday Oct. 21, 1956 

011ce Virtually In.accessi le,. evil's 
Corral Now Located on "Fair" Road 

There seems to be an affinity In nalural corral. With a fence across arc two small lakes, once reported 
Magic Valley between places of na- the only opening at the top of the as excelknt places to fish. Bitte.r­
tural splendor and historic sites. canyon. a corral containing hun- brush, sagebrush, scrub cedar, wil-

It would appear as though the dreds ,)f acres is formed. lows, lava rock and grass abound. 
early settlers, doing most of their To really appreciate the beauty . Below the lakes the corral opens 
travel on foot or by horse and hav- of the corral a short wa·lk is 11ecrs- into another canyon, the floor of 
Ing no place in particuln.r to go, Eary, A few hundred yards down which is aln;lost on a. level with the 
picked the scenic sites in which to the path lcad111g into tl1e canyon floor of the Snake river canyon. 
settle. That which contributed to * * * * * * * * 
scenery, though, was not always 
conducive to neighborliness and ·as 
more people moved into the valley, 
scenery gave way to gregariousness. 

One of the valley's most beat)tiful 
&pots, though, was peopled. first by 
an Inhospitable lot who selected the 
site not because of its beauty but 
because of its inaccessibility. Until 
recently Devil's Corral was almost . 
as Inaccessible as it was when in­
habited by horse thieves, cattle 
rustlers and others who lived on the 
outer fringes of the law. 

Only a few years ago a trip to 
Devil's Corral was one for a horse 
or a high bottomed vehicle. Not 
long n.go, though, the road was im­
proved and inodern cars can make 
the trlp to the conv.l':f entrance 
without panging up on a piece of 
jag:;;ed lava rock. . 

Part of ~Tay Is 
)ERO;\lE 

ough 

EDEN 

T\VIN 30 HANSEN 
• 

FALLS 

Take the first turn to the right 
off highway . 93 on the north Eide of 
the Perr!iie Memorial bridge. The 
road is dirt and gravel an.ct winds 
a.round clumps of rock but Is safe 
for reasonable travel. In two and 
tour-tenths miles there ls a turn The roa•l io Devil's Corral-I.lie first turn to the rig·ht off hig:hway 93 
off south to the north side of Sha- on the north side of the Perrine Memorial bridge-is in good shape, H 
shone falls. twi.sl~ !tlH\ turn$ bu L I· more pas. abl for rensonable travel. It yon ciccirlc 

At this point many ycar3 ago the to go nil the way through on the 1.Lott d line, you are on your own. The 
gtage from Shoshone dropped down road from the corral to . 11oin l 11enr th Hansen bridge h very roui:-h 
into the Snake river canyon for the nncl noL recommended !or mild rn cars. nowevei:, ·au the J>Oinls u the 
felTy ci·ossing just above the falls . tour may be r •acbed on go ii roruls by l:tkhli;- Lhe. lrip In two part~. Flrsl 
The outline of the old stagecoach dot on the ump to lb right or highw1\y 93 Is Shoshone falls, rrom thn 
road into the canyon still is visible. north sfc:le or lhc cn nyow tltc .ccond dot is Uevll's Corral· the lhirc! 

When your speedometer reads five dot is 'Iwln fnlls nnd the prehl loric bone pjt, 1rom the south' side ot th 
and one-tenth miles from t.he turn- _c_an_ •on,~n~I the fo~trlh_d~~ re1~rcs_c_1J_l8_~r.~loo bullc. ( "tnrt engraving) 
off on hlghv.'ay 93 you will see sev-
eral large piles of gravel on ·the 
north side of the road . Turn right 
off the main road onL ·2. "secon-
dary" road and in two-tenvhs of a 
mile you will be at the entrance to 
the corral. 

Even though ·~;1e road to Devll's 
Corral continues east along the 
Snake river to a point north of the 
Hansen bridge, the trall ts not rec­
ommended for modern automobiles. 
The "path" has a high center, is 
strewn with rocks and boulders and 
contains three or four "sand traps." 

On the hori~on to the east o! 
Devil 's Corral is a !lghl tan butte. 
Today this butte ls known as Eden • 
butte but it~ original name was 
Skeleton butte. It~ history is tied to 
that of the corral. 

Devil's Corral ls nothing more 
than a side canyon off the main 
Snake river canyon. Nature so con­
structect it, though, so that it Is a. 
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cont. Sundny Oct. 21, 1956 

I 
of the waterways from Devil's C _ . Devil'11 Corral has had a varied 
ral . or h1story--from robbers' roost through 

· . - fish hatchery, wildlife refuge and 
Two streams empty i:ito the Sn~k,e i·esort to winter range for llvestock. 
and · bet~een them is a towering Its first usage, though, at least 
butte which ~elps to form one side so the stories go, was a.s a bandits' 
of the Snake s canyon. bank into which horse thieves and 

As you .st~nd on the rim of this cattle rustlers made four-footed de­
cany<Jn w1thm a can~on, the open- posits for later withdrawals. Its !n­
mg mto t~e Snake nver canyon on accessibility, its geography and its 
your left is J:ist below Twm falls geology made it especially adapted 

; but the falls is ~locked· from view to this use: 
by another towering wall. Although Now take another look at Skeleton i 
~he fall~ is less than one mile away, butte. This rounded knoll received 
it cannot be reached i~ this d~y its na1,11e because a fully clothed 
&nd age except by returnmg to Twm skeleton was found on its top in the 
!<~alls ~n~ going out on highway 50. 1880~. The skeleton once was the 

With a power plant at the ,falls, very personal voperty o! a meat 
the cascade from which Twin Falls cutter turned gambler by the na1me 
derives its name no longer exists. At of Landers. · 
the falls, however, Idaho Power Landers Jived in Shoshone, mov­
company has built and maintains a ing there from Hailey because of 
park that is the mecca for hundreds the gaming tables. 

fduring the summer months. The He left nis young wifo in Hailey 
; electric grills installed by the power while he went to Shoshone to make 
'company make the site on excellent a "killing." While in Shoshone ·his 
'one for picnicking and the backed Hailey home burned. His wife died 
, up water in the river is excellent in the flames. 
•for boating. The road to the falls Something happened to Landers. 
is paved. He deteriorated rapidly. 
i Just below Twin falls, on the Along about that time the Oregon 
south side of the river, are moun- Short Line was losing a lot ·of horses 

i t.uinous sand dunes. In these dunes and mules used in the construction 
have been found the bones or mas- of its railroad and offered a sub­

~ tadons, prehistoric camels and saber stantlal reward for the capture of 
toothed tigers. Bits of bones of the thieves. 
these gigantic animals of the past Landers seemed to emerge f~om 
still may be found by persons with a fog. He borrowed a ,horse and a 
energy enough to climb down and gun and headed south, presumably 
back out of the canyon. The way to collect the reward. Years later 
is not too difficult and the path Is his skeleton was found on the butte. 

!
•well worn. A trip into the canyon Apparently the horse thieves :round 
prfivldes an excellent view of one him first. 

TIMES-NEWS 
TWINFll,LS, IDAHO 
Jubilee Edition 

Sunday July 25, 1954 
.//n'J.d'-P ,IJ~u'~j ·r~1»r-;1. /I$ , d.u. Jc. ,r, ;r,,,&-J/.;. . cE .li T,,~>' 

' Devil's Corral ·civilized 
~ .," 71J.Y,-r.:iTyj1.~ 1 ~ 
t,!011. However, ln 1901, William day i;omeone left, the gate open nnd 
Mabbutt nnd his son, B. A. Mabbutt., all the deer, which had been caught 
filed on n mining claim in the corr:i.l in the south hills, escaped. 

Fast Fro111 Dark History 
and the process of civilizat.lon began. Mrs. Kinsey said that for m~ny 

1

. 
B. A. Mabbutt, who still live.~ in years after the deer escaped peopJ,e 

Shoshone, s'aid there had been other still hunted deer In the desert be- 1 
prospcctbrs in the corral before he tween Devil's Corral and Shoshone_ 

h1l'11 Corral. for nil 11.~ '1 11 rld C:lllyons nr rejoined some disl.nnce and his father but that none stayed The Kinseys also brought in some 
pa:,L, clvJHi:cd rasL. Prom l'Obbcr's above Shosl\One fnlls. any length of tlme. \He and his Lame goals for their own use. Tlie 
rt)l')S~ l vegetable pal.ch, Lhal.'. whn~ 'l'he "lsl1111d" L!rns formed l!i more father stayed two yearn, mining and freedom permitted the tame animal.s ] 
the 160 acrn or c:anyou vitlley did In LI e 1111 ure o.f !Ill enormous IJuLlc, growing vegetables and watermelons perhaps gave them the idea they 
Iii '!' !ew i;hon yen rs. lop o.i which is as high 11s the can- which they sold at Shoshone. were wild as the wild animals with 

'l'he corl'll l hns had .silo!.~ at othc.1· yon wnll. The "Island" isn'L ren lly Alpha Kinsey ,purchased their which they associated· and Jn a few 
' 'C'nl11res, t.oo, including rtsh hakl\- Rn lslnnd , Lhougli . s nee w:ner from mining· claim and, in addition, filed years they were wilder than the real , 
rr,v, wildlife J'Cfuge and re.~ort ~ll(I SLrcnm.~ wiLhln th'e sccond11ry can- for a uomest.ead on the land. The thing. Besides, they had increased ' 
n~hl, now Is bcl11g used M n. wlnt 1· YOll flow in\-0 the Snnkc river from two white-rimmed blue lakes, the their numbers and even today Mrs. 
r~nge !or l!vcsLock. bolh ends o! ~h cnnyon. Wal.er spnrkling streams and the vegetation Kinsey claims there are wild "tame 

When 11.lmosL Rll the counLt'Y ln Crom Snake river rloe1; noL Ilow appealed to hlm Rnd J1e had an idea goat.<;" In the canyon. , 
Magic Valley wns open rnngc, Devil' through Devil's Corral. it might appeal to others. He and .From Kinsey the corral pa.s.sed to 1 

Coi•rnl, :oc11.ted 01'1. t.M n orth s ide of The river, tho high butto 1111d Lhe J11de Furch, an automobile salesman Dr. Baugh who, Jn turn, sold lt to 
sua'lce river beLwe n Shoshone 1111d canyon 1yalls provide per fect f ence.~ rroli1G'Cil'iffing, and Dr. W. H. Baugh, W. A. Walker in 1928. Walker re­
Twin Jails, hnd an nnssvory rcpu- for the (1 orrnl. There ls only one Shoshone dentist., dccidccfto make H ope:ied the Kinsey fish hatchery 
l~~lon. n wa.s a band it.~ · bnnk Into op{'1\ i11g'inLo Lhc canyon nnd that ls into a wildlife park and resort. but the place was too inaccessible 
whiah noi·se Lh lcve.s 11nd ca tie l'U - n nnl'l'ow p~.o,.~n gewny (\O W!l from he Meanwhile, Mr. ancl Mrs. Kinsey, and too far from the market for 1 
Men p ow·cd !ou.i·-(oot.cd deposll.~ ,! 01· norLllcrn rim. Thi.~ pnssa i:-c• ny cnn who lived in I.he corral, started a fresh fish and he closed down his I 
later withdraw!Ll . , be r losed o(! wJ~h a st101·t fence 01· fish halchcry and grew a few vege- operation. 

Geograpl1ically, th e corrn l ls ldenl even I\ gal . tables. Mrs. Kinsey still reside.~ in For years the land lay idle except 
fm· just about cnch use t.o whlch ls Should Lhe llecd cv r arli;e. Lhc Shoshone . for the occasional livestock that was 
)HIS been put •. BesL u.sagc, or course, corral could be defended by one The plan wa.~ under capit.alized, pastured in the corral. Then, a 
would depend on Lhc u:oer'.s view- mnn ugnlnst cl o7.cns. Dcfpilc lhelr Mrs. Kinsey reports. Even though year and half ago, Mrs. Francis 
point-. A i;lior t d isLn ncu below Twin long possession .or lhr. corr~!. lhe I.he men brought In deer, bear, seal Grindstaff and Fore.st K. Walker, 
tnlls l,llfl, Snnkc ri ve1· canyo n. split.s. ru:<t.lcr on.d Lhr h<>rsc t.hirr lcfl.nn .h - am! other ~nimn.ls. t.hc corral never bot.h Filer. chilclrnn of·W. A. Walkei-, 1r 
Joi·ming two cn nyons. Tho LwQ lni! concr Le except I.he bod i-cpuL:i.-1 wa., opened as n wilctli!c park. One ~o'::I the pince l.o AlberL E. Smith, 1 

°RL1by \r alfoy, e'V: Smith cufi·cht1y 
is using tlw con;al as a wmter range 

-------~------------f-n1_· _1_1v_e_,~_t.o_c_.k_. _______ .. __ :. ,_. 



DEVILS CORRAL REASEA.RCH 

General Ini'ormation 

location:-
The Devils Corral is located in the North rim of the Snaxe River gorge, between 

Shoshone FeJ.ls and Mn Falls. The road from hiway 93 to within .. .2 of a mile of 
the entrance of the Corral was recently improved and now mRkes easy year around auto 
access to the Corra,l. 

General Terrain: 
The Devils Corral is ~ side canyon branching off from the ma.in Snake River gorge. 

It consists of several hundreds of acres (500-1000) of rocky , canyons and valleys 
with natural amphitheaters, spires, natural bridges, caves, meadows, 2 streams, 
rrumerous springs, 1 lake, 2 ponds, 2 water falls and lovely camping and picnicing 
spots. All of this is confined within sheer rocky weJ.ls forming a natural corral. 
It is bordered on the North by a small desert of sll!ld dunes and very old volcanic 
flows and bubbles, and on the South by theSn~ke River. 

History:, 
1. , Hunting and wintering grounds for Indie,ns. 
2. Horse thief and cattle rustlers hide out and corral fo:t' their goods. 
3. Placer mined for gold by early day Chinese and American gold seekers. 
4. , Vegetable patch for squatters and miners. 
5. Wild life park and fish hatcheries. 
6~ Winter livestock range. 
7 0 Always from the time of the earliest white men the corral has been a recreational 

area. 
S •. At the present time there is no livestock use, mining, fisheries, or other 

enterprise operating in the Corral. The only use is by the general public in 
such activities as fishing, shooting, arrowhead hunting, scout camporees, pic­
nics etc •• Most of this probably without the knowledge or consent of the pres-
ent owner, Mr. Albert Smith. , 

The potential in the Devils Corral for public use is almost unlimited, due to 
it's accessability and unique qualities of wildness and seen.le value, all in the 
heart of a large population center. These same qualities and the avail~ble waters 
pose the ever present possibility that some private person or group of persons will 
take the Corral for some private enterprise and thus this, another of Idaho's diminish­
ing natural wonders could be taken from her people. 



DEVILS CORRAL RZSEAJ1CH 

Data 

Field Investigation March 14, 1957 
Checked By - Fred Edwards, Conservation Officer 

Ponds: 
There are three natural, catch basin type ponds, one large enough to be consider­

ed a lake. Natural runoff and subterranian sources supply the water. These fluctu­
ate in depth from 2-5 feet seasonally. They serve as w.'lterfowl nesting and resting 
areas. 

Large pond (Lake); 
This lake is half in public (B.L.M.) land and one half in private land owned by 

Albert Sinith. This pond is it - 2 surface acres in size, average depth 4-25 feet. 
It has no surface outlet or inlet, but is believed to drain via one of the springs 
forming the la.rge stream immediately below it. Fish production potential- some 
possibility for Trout or warm water species. I observed no fish in it, however Layton 
Warren, a local sportsman, reports seeing minnows in it. 

Sinall Pond: 
Loca.ted on public (B.L.M • .) land approximately 20 yards up the canyon :North and 

East of the lake. Size l surface acre, depth 3-5 feet. No surface inlet, outlet 
on surface for approximately 10 yards. It appears to drain into the lake. It has 
no fish potential. 

Ver7 SmalJ. Pond: 
Depth 1-3 feet, size 20 feet in diameter. It dr~_i!!s into the lake by a surface 

outlet. It lies 35 feet Northwest of the lake, on Hr. Smith's pcoperty. 

Stre.<>.ms: 
Large South Bound Stream; 
This stream is comprised of three large springs. The first spring nows East, 

about 75 yards, to a. junction with the second spring. At this junction the water 
flows South for a.bout 12 yards, creating a pool which spills over a 6 foot channel 
type falls. 'This falls would by negotiable to fish. Below this falls a large pool 
is formed which opens into a large pond, approximA.tely 250 yards long, average depth 
2-5 feet, aver-9.re width 25-60 feet. The third spring flous into the Northeast corner 
of this pond ff<om the canyon wall hbout 35 feet East of the foot of the above mention­
ed falls which forms the Northwest corner. I checked n. 7"1 Rainbow Trout, male, in 
the pool below the falls. TI1e large pond has the remains of a rock and tL~ber pond 
separator approximately 50 yards below the upper end of the pond. I observed a 3 
pound Sucker about 50 yards below this separ tor. I observed 4 large 'l'rout 1-2 pounds 
ea.ch at the tail end of the large pond. There is a washed out log dam. 2-4 feet high 
at the lower end of this large pond, which Yas probflbly used to raise the water level, 
but would not have totally obstructed fish passage. The water flows from this large 
pond into a series of pools and rapids through a 145 yard canyon, then over an 80 
foot cataract type falls which would be negotiable by fish, though probably difficult. 
lliere is a. U.S.G.S., marker (probably for lot 6 boundary), about 35 yards above the 
head of the falls. From the falls the water flows into the Snake River. 



Small West Bound Steerun; 
This stream i s composed of tw sprin "'• Spring , A, flows West for A.bout 100 yar ds 

to itl's junction with spring ,B, which flows Southwest a.bout 1J:) yards to unction . 
' In stream A there is an old artificial stream blockage (boards ) about 50 feet from 

the head of the stream. I observed two frry t i nches long, probably a wild minnow 
species, a.bout 6 feet e.bove this blockage. Water pours 1\.round the bottom of these 
boards now, allowing fish passage. There ls a natural blockage down stream r:ibout 
70 yards, caused by water erosion, creating a 5 foot, free spilling falls. I observ­
ed and checked one ripe female Rainbow Trout at the junction of these streams. There 
is another washed out wooden block 5 yards below the junction. I checked one spawn­
ed out male Rainbow 9-t"' long, at the head of stream B. There is an impassable falls 
150 yards below the junction, probably 20 feet high. From this falls the stream 
meanders through a mar shy section of about 120 yards, then flows under a 35 yard long 
boulder canopy, through a brushy canyon of about 40 yards, then through another 50 
yards of boulder canapy , and over a bouldE~r coverd falls of 30 feet into the Snake 
River. It would possibly be passable for fish, up these falls, but difficult. Fish 
checked bel ow the large fall s and above the l ower covered falls were , one 7 11 Rain­
bow male in advanced spawning condition, t wo Rainbow males ~n long, and one female 
Rainbow 611 l ong. I observed three fry about 211 long some ten feet below the large 
upper falls. All fish checked below this big falls showed signs of being Ra.inbow­
Outthroat hybrid. I determined this by traces of color on throat and a yellowish 
c~st to the fins, these characteristics being absent in the fish checked above the 
falls. (Peculiarity--the very tips of the anal and dorsal fins were a brilliant 
orange) •. 

Both streams hRve abundant food and good spawning potential and under proper 
management could provide a considerable fishery. 

Besides the fishing, Devils Cor r s sea$onally, or ye<i.rly, inhabited by Deer , 
Ra.coon, Bobcat, Pheasants, Ducks, Hungarian Partri dge, and Valley Quai~ . 
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Chronological ownership and use of LJevile Corral 

\ as l oan beat determine ) 

Oi.'ililli.S 

1. William l'Jabbut - Deceased 
B.Ao 1fabbut - Son - Shoshone 

L:lil'ling olaim - raised vegetables 

2. JJ.pha Kinaey - Deceased 
Mttu.de Kiruiey ( wif • ill) Deoeased 

Filed homest ead - rai•ed vegetables 
later rai aed fi•h 

3. Dr. w. H. Baugh - Deceased 
Jude ll"'uroht - Junior Fllr tner - Gooding 

l{ai•ed fish - ildlife park 

4. W. A. ~i'aller - JJeoeaeed 
Harv y Dwyer 

Fish hatchery 

5. ilr&. .li'rw1cis Grinmtaff 
1',craat Walker 

Grundohildren of \'.'. i~. Walksr 
No use of property 

6. iJ.bert E. Smith 
\'linter livee,took range - no ••• now 

l'oilOl to 1908 

•~pril a, 1912 to 1926 n• recorded at Shoehone 

1926 to ins 

11:128 

to 1953 

l ~53 to preaent 



B. mbrose 1.:aboutt of 5hosl1orrn J_dd10 coi1tc.:.c ted [end wi tnesseu tf1is jj__ th do.y of 
,.pril 1957. l.i, Jllllbrose ;,,abbutt being of souihd miild, to the best of ins knov1lt01d5e 
willingly states ti1e following: on condi-L_ons existing in Lile Dev _;_ls Corz:_a.l, 
l'ovmshi-p 9 , "'um; e 18 , Sections .1~.; ;;.mi 33 J oroLJG Couitty, Sta l.e of 1-dano 

- <~ - ) - - ' -- -- • 

ln 19a as reculleu by
1 

')t. f:'J/k~ t/ral--t::<-i' (1; v.rho in corn1)c:._ny wi th las fc_,_tlier 
,i lli :.pi Lab'outt _farmed and Flucer rn_,_ned for volci :i.n -ciw sc:~:i.d ..;0v_._ _Ls CorrEtl 

from 1 ~ to 1 JC.Y. 
!Juring his time of residence in the l.levils Corrti.l, hJ..s younber brotiiers ce:uc)'t 

a few arge trou from the lart,a lake ·vhich lies partly within section 3(., ti.iid suc­
tion 3 3 above mentio t1ed • 

... r . .. .<.. outt also s ta t es thaL t.J1ere was no private iish culwre or _pr·J.vu. ·;:,o i~sil 

r ut.cn l".Ler in "tHe Devi s Co ... ral prior ·i;o tne tirr,e or durin6 rus resJ.dence in t.l:ie 

,;ovil - ..;orr·ll , tnd t 1a· a ll fi in ~he lakes ei.nd streams - at th~ct t..:..me would '" '-'vt:J 
J<::lon...,eu t o the st< te of l aho J in• Sl'ltlCi as Sb. id f'isil'l <rl!:itllr. l_y- a-bouui:ied there, 

',?v , ! . ) '..,/ i ,,ft - l-"'C_.'' - ! 

L' . J:.murose i.-<.,bbutt 



DEVILS CORRAL RESEARCH 

Reference to Statement 

Mr. Robert H. Mabbutt, in a letter dated April 2!1, 1957 in reply 
to a letter of inquiry .from Conservation Officer Fred Edwards, 
stated and signed to the following data: 

Around March 2, 1904 Robert H. and his brother Fred Mabbutt lived 
in the Devils Corral, which was owned by their pa.rents. They lived 
there for several years~ 

Until tourists and fishermen started catching the fish from the 
Devils Corral streams, one cotLld c t ch tuo dozen big Trout t here 
before bredfast. . These were from 2-/~ pound Trout. . These were a 
speckled Trout. There vere many "Shiners"', a smaJ..1 white meat Trout 
also .. 

Robert H. Mabbutt, now residing at 412 W. Walnut Street, Stockton, 
California, is beleived to be in the stock export, import business 
between Hawaii and the United States •. 

The original, signed letter is in the District Supervisor's files 
with his copies of the study. 

--- -------··-



DEVILS CORRAL RESEARCH 

STA'I'EMENT 

W.R •. Priebe of Twin Falls Idaho, long time reside~ , sportsman, 
and bussiness man, contacted and wit nessed this /<./ ~ day of ~"'IQ.'\ 
1957 •. W.R •. Priebe being of sound mind, and to the best of bis 

lrnowledge, willingly states the following; · on the history of fish 
and waters in the Devils Corral, Township 2 Range 18 Section ~ 
and .11 Jerome County, State of Ida.ho.. lf •j-:-:J --) t# 

Sometime during the years 1912-1914 I , I' ., ''l i ) ./\- <..-l - (J....- f 
in the company of Frank Bell ville, F.d Bell ville ,'Pl:·ofes sor Dooley, 
Jack Shrout, Bill Bailey and Herb Grant, all sportsmen of the 'I\tln 
hlls Area , planted six 10 gallon miD< cans of fin erling Rainbov 
'D.rout .3/4.""-lt" long in the 11 ge stream in t he Devils Corral t hat 

.flays South and East. ' This planting w~ s made in August or Septr 
These fish were provided by the Hayspur state fish hatchery locat­

ed South and East of Bellview Idaho. This stream was to be closed 
for 2 years following the planting, but the closure signs were torn 
and shot down. 

The second spring a~er the planting, trout up to 10".long were 
observed and some were t"3 .. ken on ba..rbless hooks by fly fishermen 
Jack Shrout and Bill Bailey. otto Jones was State G8111e Warden 
(Director) at this time. Alpha Kinsey established a pri vate fish 
hatchery in the Devils Corral some 10-:}:2 years after this planting., 
I recall this because he c8lne to me for advice. I advised him to 
contact the Fish and Grune Dept. as at that time the waters in the 
Devils Corral were considered public waters. 

II _) I~ 
•' ) /\ ..-l , f' 

l ~ R.Priebe 



DEPARTMENT OF 

FISH AND GAME 

-:.-~.._er- 5/8/57 

ftatus of Devile Corrc:...l u.s of I939 

In April 1931 I entered tbe service of tbe lda.'10 -
:Fisb & Grune Department in the car~u.city Go.me Warden, 
and bave been in continous service since. 
My duties took me to a number of counties in this 
part of the state,cne of which w2 .. s Jerome Co v1bicb 
is on the north side of Snake river, located a short 
distance above Shoshone Falls in Jerome Co there is 
a canyon known as Devils Corral, and witb in this cayon 
tber is a lake a.nd stream a nd of course called Devils Corral 
Tbis stream flows into Sno.ke river and naturally it · 
is triutary to tbe same stremn. 

:he stream in q,uestion is approxamately 500 yards long~ 
_nd about one fourth of the diEtanc on tbe upper end 
was used as holdings ponds for privately owned trout 
This pond vvas created by tbe construction of a concrete 
dan across tbe stream- Tbe remainder of tbe stream whic>1 
is all the waters from the dam to f_:ne,ke river,and 
known as Devils Corral. was considered state waters and 
was controlled by tb e I dab o Fi sh& Game Department 
Sucb as enforcement of license , season and bag limits. 

In tbe performance of my duties c:,s Gam e Warden I patro:tled 
t 1-ie above named area, and on l~ay 4tb I 939 I apprehended 
Ernest Smith and Clifford Staley while unlawfully fisf1ing 
in these waters - These men were cnraigned in prolrn.t e court 
of Jerome Co at Jerome Ida., and charged with fishing 
in waters closed to fisbing,t'hey plead guilty as cl'-.iarged. 
They were fined accordingly by the court • 

c 

• , :· ( \ / /.r·; ( / .. • /~ / ;:~ t " . ,~ ;" ') 

Grover C.Davis 
Conservation of f icer 
:Filer-Idaho 



DEVILS CORRAL RESEl\RCH 

Waters 

A. Stream Flowr 
'l'bi s ibformation was gathered from the files of the U.S •. Geological survey in the 
Federal Building, ih Boise on March 28, 1957. 
A':verage fiows - I950' t hrough 1956;· 

1 •. Upp·er Spring (Total for large South bound stream). 
42.2 cubic feet per second. 

2 • . Lower outlet ow West Spring (total for small West bound stream). 

B'~ Status of waters;-
This information was gathered from the files of the State Reclamation Engineer 
(Mark Kulp"s office) offices in the capitol building in Boise, and in an inter­
view•with a Mr. Thompson, a long time employee in this office. 
Permit# ~ William Ma.bbut March 31, 1906 

No ... proofs made- cancelled 
Permit ll Alpha. Kinsey 

Went to permit March 8, 1913 but permit cancelled. 
Permit # 12399 Van Kleek Bacon Investment Co;.. 

Filed July 31, 1916, completion of works · August 21, 1917. 
Beneficial use, proof not made (not licensed}. 
Filed on 2 cubic feet per second August 12, 1917 for irrigation and domestic 
use a• 
Mr. Thompson, in Mark Xulps office, stated.. The waters are public waters as 

of now, . but can be filed upon and appropriated at any time, by Albert S!nith, the 
Idaho Fish and Grune Dept. or others. If the Fish and Grune Dept. were to file on 
and appropriate the waters they would have to be put to use such as a fish hatch­
ery, holding ponds etc •• 



WATER INFORMATION BULLETIN NO. 6 

RECORDS OF NORTH-SIDE SPRINGS AND OTHER INFLOW TO SNAKE RIVER 

BETWEEN MILNER AND KING HILL, IDAHO, 1948-67 

By 

C. A. Thomas 

United States Geological Survey 

Prepared by the United Stat~s Geological Survey 

in Cooperation wi~h 

The Idaho Department of Reclamation 

Published by 

Idaho Department of Reclamation 

R. Keith Higg.inson 

State Reclamation Engineer 

August 1968 



Ml3-0901. Devils Corral Springs near Kimberly, Idaho 

Location.-·Upper outlet is in SE~SE~ sec.32, T.9 s., R.18 E., 100 ft above 

point where flow cascades into right bank of Snake River, at river mile 

617.1, about 2 miles above Shoshone Falls and powerplant, and 4 miles 

north of Kimberly. Lower outlet enters right bank of Snake River about 

three-quarters of a mile downstream from upper outlet and measurements 

were made an eighth of a mile above the mouth. 

I Records available.--In 1902, two measurements of both upper and lower 

outlets were made; in 1923, the upper outlet was measured twice and the J 

lower outlet was measured once; in 1924, the upper outlet was measured 

twice; in 1939, the upper outlet was measured once; in 1950-59, 1963-67, 
. , 

both outlets were measured once each year. Results prior to 1950 are 

summarized in WSP 1463. 

Altitude.--About 3,400 ft (from topographic map). 

Physical features.--Water issues from basalt beneath the talus in a long, 

deep spring alcove. Two adjacent groups of springs discharge into the 

Snake River by separate channels called upper and lower outlets. 

Remarks.-~Discharge measurements shown herein do not include underflow that 

bypasses the measuring section through the talus, None of the flow is 

used prior to reaching the Snake River. 

25 
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Ml3~0901. Devils Corral Springs . near Kimberly, Idaho--Continued 

Discharge measured at the site during the years 1950-67 

Date Discharge Date Discharge Date Discharge 
(cfs) (cfs) (cfs) 

upper outlet 

3-15-50 41.8 4-4-55 42.7 3-25-63 38.4 
3-20-51 40.6 4-2-56 44.2 4- 6-64 37.9 
4- 9-52 39.7 4-2-57 40.6 3-29-65 35.3 
4- 6-53 41.8 4-8-58 42.5 4- 71-66 37.9 
3-30-54 44.3 4-9-59 41.0 3-20-67 41.3 

lower outlet 

3-16-50 7.99 4-4-55 8.30 3-25-63 7.24 
3-20-51 8.51 4-3-56 7. 77 4- 6-64 . 7~·39 

4-10-52 8.18 4-2-57 7.57 3-29-65 :o.87 
4- 8-53 8.15 4-2-58 8.27 4- 7-66 ~ ra8 

3- 3-54 8.50 4-9-59 8.43 3-20-67 :,7,26 

... 

26 
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DEVIL'S CORRAL SPRINGS 

Permit 36-7195 
5.0 cfs - Fish Prop., 
Power, Ir rig., Dom. 

Ave. Flow 
7 cfs 

36-7872 

Devil's Corral 
Springs 

Permit 36-7196 
10 cfs - Fish Prop., Ir rig. 

Ave.Flowk 
41 cfs Permit 36-7194 

40 cfs - Fish Prop. 

M.P. 

RIVER 

Board filing is for 48 cfs (ave rage combined flow) 
~· 

~· \ 
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Discharge of Devils Corral Springs nr 
Kimberly, 1950-78. USGS Measurements 

Upper Outlet Lower Outlet Total 
Date Discharge (cfs} Discharge (cfs) Discharge (cfs} 

3-15-50 41.8 7.99 49.8 
3-20-51 40.6 8.51 49.1 
4-09-52 39.7 8.18 47.9 
4-06-53 41.8 8.15 50.0 

3-30-54 44.3 8.50 52.8 

4-04-55 42.7 8.30 51.0 
4-02-56 44.2 7. 77 52.0 
4-02-57 40.6 7.57 48.2 
4-08-58 . 42. 5 8.27 50.8 
4-09-59 41.0 8.43 49.4 
3-25-63 38.4 7.24 45.6 
4-06-64 37.9 7.39 45.3 
3-29-65 35.3 6.87 42.2 
4-07-66 37.9 7.78 45.7 
3-20-67 41. 3 7.26 48.6 
3-25-68 45.2 6.62 51. 8 

4-08-69 42.3 6.66 49.0 
3-23-70 44.3 7.31 51.6 
3-22-71 41. 3 6. 71 48.0 
3-27-72 42.1 6.91 49.0 
3-26-73 45.5 7.67 53.2 

~ . 3-25-74 33.1 7.34 40.4 
3-12-75 42.2 5.54 47.7 
3-08-76 41.6 7.17 48.8 
2-28-77 40.7 7.36 48.1 
3-27-78 42.1 6.03 48.1 

41.2 Ave . 7 .44 Ave. 48 .6 Ave . 

These flows are thought to be the yearly minimums. 



S ~ te of Idaho 
,-

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
STATE OFFICE, 450 w. State Street, 13oise, Idaho 

JOHN V. EVANS Moiling oddre~: 

C. SITPHEN ALLRED 

Statehouse 
Ooise. Idaho 80720 

(208) JJ4-4440 
Director 

.. September 22, 1980 

Re: Instream Flow Applications 

73-7045 
32-7103 
36-7872 
41-7046 

Pahs i meroi 
Birch Creek 
Devils Corral Springs 
E. Fk. Rock Creek 

Dear Interested Party: 

At the last Idaho Water Resource Board meeting held on August 26, 1980 in 
Twin Falls, the Board asked the Director to withhold further action on the 
above-referenced applications for minimum streamflow. The Board has made 
the request in order to conduct further investigation and research of 
existing water rights, and ·of the merits and effects of these instream flow 
applications. 

'The Director will delay further action relative to the applications until 
the Board has had the opportunity to conduct and complete their requested 
further investigation. 

Please feel free to contact this office if you have questions relativP tn 
.this matter. 

. ~Since rely , AL.Q.Al : Xe.) iJu.~ L 

":-/, 19 7fJ: . di. )jh_.;~ 
L. GLEN SAXTON 
Chief, Operations Bureau 

LGS: ORT: rf 

, . 

• 



DEVIL'S CORRAL SPRINGS MSF, 36-7872 

Notes: Dave Tuthill 

- This request was considered by the IWRB on SeptemberZ[, 1979, and on 
September 21, 1979 the Board filed an application with the IDWR. 

- Copies of the application were sent to the State Departments of Health 
& Welfare, Parks & Recreation, and Fish & Game. 

- A public notice of the application was advertised in the North Side 
News and Times News on July 17, 24, & 31, 1980. The notice included 
information about this hearing. In addition, a press release concern-

/ 
ing the hearing was sent to several newspapers in the Twin Falls area. 

0 J. tlJ v • dq I 
~~ 1-&7 . 

- Letters were received from: 

1. i<<>bey-1- Jv olo_ 
/ 

·p,· e~ . ~o:s~ V<dley Ff7 h$k4r~ { f,11'\ f<hfe.y ) 
; : l~eib>i.,--+ v- krr ... s

1 
( ,() ft,fhOH Co..,((. 

4. ¥-e.~l)e. <:>-t -h ortt 'Vo.<"-t.. ~ Y~11~ 111 lec"'·e re.iv-rd ~lt'l'\ u1~+,/ fiua~ · 
5 . J 

- Present Staff Exhibit 1 which depicts the location of the reach of the 
springs in question. 

- Present Staff Exhibit 2, which is a schematic description of the reach, 
showing the proposed measuring point and other water rights from the 
springs. 

- Present Staff Exhibit 3, which displays flow measurements made at 
Devil's Corral Springs. 



Ht:PIZ-1N6 t>N H1 Nli<-t u/Lt $IEE.Ari FltJu.i 4f'P 36- 7-g-7 z / 
'Ve'lft'-S Ct>e/211-L -:5P6-s. 

S/evre. GODDf\RD 

,...-jt:!J," '-' ~s140L T 

(ooo 'S, WQ. \ V'\\A \-; 6o \sG 
·-"'\ - g~ ~~ I 
f~i:P· 1 10~ /w;.. -11.r u 

.,, ' 

-Po. 5¥8, Tw;"" <=='CA.fl.s 

~ / 0 f", f3,..L~..v 

/le ·v /ocf /J' Ar£ J 

y It, u. ~ G.»c..i E.J ~l> 
R;r. I 4 2 1 I ff.ry.e 

/Cf 1/ ~ //-,CJ ~Ii 
#.:;'-ft(.} ~Pr-'. 5 

po./i¥ /9'<y" 

~~ 

Io~~o F'i s ~ -v G>AM ~ 

Jf.,13 "B4't'-''1'r" £1Zl&'"'s 

-r: ~ ei.S - Nt,,~-$ 

F vU-

~Aei';' 

~ 

,/ 

v 

/ 

PuBLlc 

"5.T 1'1-TCq E£11 ,_ 

f\/ o. 
,_/ 



NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
.FOR WATER RIGHTS 

· Notice la hereby given 
that the following a,ppll1<a,­
tlons ha~e: bel!n submlll~ 
for P.erm1t to appropriate the 
pubhc waters of the State of 
Idaho: 

47-7654 
EASTERDAY, JANET M 
&/or LA RAY . 

RT. 2, BUHL, ID 83316 
Source: WASTE WATER 

tributary to SALMON 
FALLS CREEK 

Date Filed: 07/1111980 
Amount: 3.10 CFS 60.0 

AC-FT 
Diversion Point: SWSE sec 
34T09SR13E, TWIN 
FALLSCo .. 

Use: IRRIGATION (3.10CFS) 
from03/15to 11/15 , 
IRRIGATION STORAGE 
(60.0 AC-FT) 
from 01101 to 12/31 
IRRIGATION FROM 
STORAGE (60.0 AC-FT) 
from 03/15to11115 ' 

Place of Use: NESW Sec 34 
T 09S R 13 E LOT02 
(NWNE) SWNE NESW 
NWSE Sec 03T10S 
R 13E FOR 155 ACRES 

Diversion Means: DAM & 
RESERVOIR, PUMP 

47-7655 
VEDVIG, ELWOOD 

VEDVIG, PHYLLIS 
RT. 4 BUHL, ID 83316 
Source: WASTE WATER 
Date Filed: 03/19/1980 
Amount: 0.50 CFS 
Diversion Point: SWSW Sec 
24T09SA14E, TWIN 
FALLS Co. 

Use: FIRE PROTECTION 
(0.50 CFS) from 04/01 
to 11101 
RECREATION (0.50 CFS) 
from 04/01to11101 

Place of Use: SWSW Sec 
24T09S R14E 

Diversion Means: HEADBOX 
& DITCH TO CHECK DAM 
IN GULLEY. 
. If lssu.ed, the permits 

will be sltbJect to all prior 
water rights. Protests 
a,galn.st the granting 'of any 
pefm1t must be filed With the 
l!llrector of the Idaho De­
partment of Water Re­
sources, 1041 Blue Lakes 
Blvd. North, Twin Falls 
Idaho 83301 and received o~ 
or before AUGUST 4, 1980. 

C. STEPHEN ALLRED 
Director 

PUBLISH: Thursday, July 24 
and 31, 1980. 

NOTICE OF CLAIMS 
TO WATER RIGHTS 

Notice la her•bV ,given 
that the following ·0111"1 fo 
water right have been 
establisl1ed by dlverslbn and 
8PP.llcatlon to benellolal 
use: 

47-4168 
VEDVIG, ELWOOD &/or 
.PHYLLIS 

RT. 4, Bl:JHL, ID 83316 
Source: WASTE WA,TER 
trlbutar;y to J-2 COULEE 

. Prrorlt.y Date: 0410111968 
Amount: 0.50 CF.S 
Diversion Point: SWSW Sec 
24T09SR14E, TWIN 
FALLS Co. 

Use: IRRIGATION (0.50 
CFS) from 04/01 to 11101 

Place of Use: SWSW Sec 24 
T 09S R 14E FOR 5 ACRES 

Diversion Means: CULVERT 
& DITCH TO GRAVITY 
IRRIGATION 
Anv exception to any 

clalm of watef riaht may be 
fil ed wllh the Director of the 
Idaho Department of Water 
Resources, 1041 Blue Lakes 
Blvd. North, Twin Falls, 
Idaho 83301. 

C. STEPHEN ALLRED 
Director 

PUBLISH: Thursday, July 24 
and 31. 1980. 

. ~8~,~~ filo'~¥: 
N6tlce la he1eby ~Ivan 

that the fOllowlng clalm a) to 
water rights riave eeri 
established by diversion and 
appllcatlbn .to beneficial 
use: 

47-4166 
HL0LUMQUIST1,DONALD BA ,TERRt 
157 B()NNIE DRIVE TWIN 

FALLS, ID83301 ' 
Source: UNNAMED 

STREAM tributary to SILO 
CREEK 

Priority Date: 04/01 /1940 
Amount: 0.30 CFS 
Diversion Point: NWSE Sec 

14 T OBS R 14E TWIN 
FALLS Co. ' 

Use: IRRIGA:TION ~. 0 .28 CFS) 
from 3116to1111 
STOCKWATER ( .02 CFS) 
from 1101 tb·12/31 . 

Place of Use: NWSE Sec 14 
.T 09:;; R 14E FOR 7 ACRES 

D1vers1on Means: ROCK 
DIVERSION DAM & DITCH 
TOP/U 
Any. exception to any 

c.lafm of water right m·ay be 
filed. with lhe Dlreetor of the 
Idaho Dep:artment of Water 
Resources\ 1041 Blue La,kee 
Bdlv~ . CNor h, Twin Falls 
I aho 83901 . ' 

C. STEPHEN ALLRED 
Director 1-

PUBLISH: Thursday, July 31 
and Aug. 7;1980. ' 
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,.. PPllCATlON FOR 
..atM\ MUM STREAM FLOW 
l'I' . .n :.K>'tlCE OF HEARING 
ANo <>f'RECTED NOTICE 

OF HEARING 
36-7872 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Idaho Water Re­
sources Board has on Sep­
tember 24, 1979, submitted 
an application for permit to 
the Department of Water 
Resources proposing the 
appfoprlatfon of water to 
preserve the minimum 
streamflbw from the Devils 
Corral Springs tributary of 
Snake River and is further 
described as follows: 

Source: Devils Corral 
Springs tributary of Snake 
River 

Amount: 48 els 
Season of Use: Jan. 1 to 

Dec. 31 
Point of Diversion: At 

Snake River, lots i & 6, Sec. 
32, T.9S, R.18E, Jerome 
County 

Use: lns_tream flow to 
maintain high q11all1y t(out 
lls~ery jlnd preserve the 
um~ue characteristics of lhe 
spring area and reoreallonal 
values oj the springs 

The Dlrectbr QI lhe De­
p11rtmen1 of Water Re· 
sources .. wlll hold a publlo 
hearing on the above refer­
enoed appJlcallon at 
1:0Q11.m., "Fu!!sday, August 
5, 1980, in the conference 
room of the Department of 
Health ~nd Welfare, an Flier 
Av.enue. Twin Falls, Idaho, 
fo~ the pu.rpose of hearing 
evidence in regard to the 
.application. The hearing will 
be held pursuant to the pro­
vlsrons of Sec. 42-1503 
Idaho Code. ' 

If Issued, this permit will 
be subject to ail prlor waler 
rights. Any pafty who 
wishes lb fo1mally appear In 
this proceeding for the 
purpos, of eresentlng .evi­
dence or cross ,eJ<aminlng 
wltn,sses should fUe a 
notice of appearance with 
the Dlrectbr, Department of 
Water 'Resour~n. State­
house, Boise, Idaho, 83720, 
five (5) days prior to the 
hearing. Other parties will 
be given an bpp'ortunily to 
formally present their views 
and comments without the 
necessity of filing a notice of 
appearance. 

C. STEPHEN ALLRED 
. . Director 

PUBLISH: 'l:hursday, July 24 
and 31. 1980. 
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