






































Memorandum 

To:  
From:  
Date:  
Re:  
 

Water Right 37-20900 
Justin Ferguson 
December 10, 2019 
Water Supply Bank Lease Application 1337 

Purpose/Narrative: The Department received this application February 1, 2019 requesting a change to an 

existing lease contract. Per the applicant’s representative, they would like to unencumber the right leaving 

a portion to cover the existing rental only. For this lease we can recognize the existing right boundaries as a 

permissible place of use and that a portion within that boundary will be protected.  

Authority to File: The application was submitted on behalf of Sagewillow LLC by their representative, Jim 

Speck. Review of the Idaho Secretary Of State page shows Mr. Edward Dumke as a Co-Trustee for 

Sagewillow LLC. No concerns at this time about applicant’s authority to file. 

Water Right Validity/Forfeiture Evaluation: This right was decreed in 2010 and leased to the bank from 

2012 through the end of 2022. The lessor now wishes to supersede the existing contract to unencumber as 

much of the right as possible this year, until the entire right can be released the following year.  

Review of aerial photography and satellite imagery indicates that some irrigation may have taken place. It 

was previously noted by their representative that any irrigation would have come from the Sun Valley 

Water & Sewer District municipal right, not from 37-20900, and that since the date of the partial decree no 

water has been diverted under this water right.  

Injury Evaluation: No injury is apparent through this lease alone however, portions of this water right were 

recently proposed to be transferred from lands overlying the Elkhorn Village aquifer, to lands overlying the 

Wood River Valley aquifer (transfers 83053, 83058 and 83132) and those transfers were protested (before 

being subsequently withdrawn) apparently due to injury concerns associated with the relocation of this 

water right from the Elkhorn Village aquifer, to the Wood River Valley aquifer.  The Big Wood River 

Groundwater Management Area (BWR GWMA) prohibits new consumptive groundwater uses unless 

mitigation is provided; to avoid injury, unless sufficient mitigation is proposed, the rental of this water right 

can be limited to the Elkhorn Village aquifer. 

Enlargement of Use:  The purpose of this lease is to keep 6.3 acres of water 37-20900 in the Bank, while 

releasing the balance of 12.7 acres. Directly proportionate to the right’s decreed elements, a lease of 6.3 

acres would feature a diversion rate of 0.066 cfs and 22.05 af. However, per Departmental rounding of 

significant figures, the lease will be 0.07 cfs and 22.1 af, with a balance of 0.013 cfs and 44.4 af not being 

leased. Enlargement will be avoided if these amounts are maintained. 

Local Public Interest: Staff are unaware of any local public interests that are averse to the lease. 

Beneficial Use/Conservation of Water Resources: The lease appears consistent with the conservation of 

water resources in Idaho. 

Department/Watermaster Comments: Watermaster and IDWR Southern Region comments were 

requested December 10, 2019. 

Water Supply Bank Evaluation: Based on the information presented by the applicant, staff recommend the 

application be approved.  




