
Priority Date Review Memo 

Date:  October 26, 2020 

From:  Craig L. Saxton 

Re:  Priority Date Review – Claim 87-11469 

The claimed place of use falls on property that was originally acquired under 3 patents through the April 
24, 1820 Sale Act.  A person could acquire a patent for certain properties under the 1820 Sale Act 
without developing the property.  One of the three patents covering the claimed Place of Use was issued 
to Howard E Knight in 1889 for the S½NW¼ and the S½NE¼ of section 26.   

On February 26, 1897, Howard E. Knight was also issued a Patent for the property in the N½NW¼ of 
section 26 under the Homestead Act of 1862.  In order to obtain a patent under the Homestead Act of 
1862, the homesteader had to live on the land and improve it by building a 12-by-14 dwelling and 
growing crops.  After 5 years, the homesteader could file for his patent (or deed of title) by submitting 
proof of residency and the required improvements to a local land office. 

Because the properties acquired by Howard E. Knight in 1889 (under the 1820 Sale Act), are 
adjacent to the property acquired in 1897 (under the Homestead Act of 1862), it is reasonable to 
conclude that Mr. Knight would have had stock on the properties patented under both acts as of 
1897.

The claimed priority date is 2/26/1897.  Priority date is recommended as claimed. 
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