11/14/2006

NOTICE OF ERROR
REPLY

Please type or print clearly, fill out this form completely and mail.

Return this reply form to IDWR by the deadline date printed below if you want IDWR to change your
recommendation or you want to let IDWR know that you agree with its recommendation.
YOUR DEADLINE FOR RETURNING A NOTICE OF ERROR REPLY IS: December 8, 2006

Water right number: 67-4503

JOHN ERSKINE FIELD

1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER ID 83672

Telephone Number: (208)549-0198

MARY DENYSE FIELD

1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER ID 83672

Telephone Number: (208)549-0198

L. Describe the portion of the proposed recommendation with which you disagree (e.g.
priority date, period of use, source):

Pricnte, date Crs

2. Describe the changes you wish to make in the proposed recommendatjion:
CRa o 3257 o ﬁ/i—S m pﬁpjg U(.AZ 12 7[7‘(/ A}{/d‘;g‘
et dak sioimg PaL el R

3k Give a brief explanation as to why you disagree with these portig )
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il
I AGREE with this proposed recommendation: no changes need to be made.

DATE : '7’\ (o{ 06 SIGN\A'\W B’/»ua/\%(m
Please print your name: AJ¢ ]\ [)f/vt 427 E—lélé (ﬂ

IDWR Regional Office, 322 E Front St
PO Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0098, 2082874800
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05/12/2006
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION OF WATER RIGHTS ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW

RIGHT NUMBER: 67-4503

NAME AND ADDRESS: JOHN ERSKINE FIELD
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER ID 83672

MARY DENYSE FIELD
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER ID 83672

SOURCE: CRANE CREEK TRIBUTARY: WEISER RIVER
QUANTITY: 3.000 CFS
PRIORITY DATE: 03/01/1943

POINT OF DIVERSION:

T11N RO3W S7 SENW Within WASHINGTON County
T11N RO4W S12 NWSE Within WASHINGTON County

PURPOSE AND
PERIOD OF USE:

PURPOSE QF USE PERIOD OF USE UANTITY
IRRIGATION 03/01 11/15 3.000 CFs
PLACE OF USE: IRRIGATION Within WASHINGTON County
T1IN RO4wW S11 NESE 10.00 T11N RO4w S1l SESE 34.00
T1IN RO4W S12 SWSW 16.00 T11N R04wW S12 SESW 26.00
T1IN RO4W S13 NENW 26.00 T11N RO4W S13 NWNW 37.00
T11N RO4W S13 SWNW 6.50 T11N RO4W S13 SENW 4.00
T11N RO4W S14 NENE 11.00 T11N RO4W S14 NWNE 33.00
T11N RO4W S14 SENE 1.50

205 ACRES TOTAL

The rights listed below are limited to the irrigation of a combined total of
205.0 acres in a single irrigation season. Combined Right Nos.: 67-4501A,
67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310.

OTHER PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR DEFINITION OR ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WATER RIGHT:

This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for

the definition of the rights or for the efficient administration of the water
rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in time no
later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-1412(6), Idaho
Code.

EXPLANATORY MATERIAL: BASIS OF CLAIM - Beneficial Use
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Page 1 05/12/2006

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1
WATER RIGHT NUMBER: 67-4503 V1

Qwner Type Name and Address
Original Owner JESSIE C WOODLAND

861 WOODLAND LN
WEISER, ID 83672-5371
(208)880-2605

Original Owner ROD R WOODLAND
861 WOODLAND LN
WEISER, ID 83672-5371
(208)880-2605

Original Owner KENNETH R SKOW
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER, ID 83672
(208)549-1839

Current Owner JOHN ERSKINE FIELD
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER, ID 83672
(208)549-0198

Current Owner MARY DENYSE FIELD
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER, ID 83672
(208)549-0198

Priority Date:  03/01/1943

Basis: Beneficial Use
Status: Active
Source Tributary
CRANE CREEK WEISER RIVER
Beneficial Use From To Diversion Rate Annual Volume
IRRIGATION 03/01 to 11/15 3.000 CFS
Total Diversion: 3.000 CFS
Location of Point(s}) of Diversion
CRANE CREEK SE1/4NW1/4 Sec.7, Twp 11N, Rge 03w, B.M.
WASHINGTON County
CRANE CREEK NW1/4SE1/4 Sec. 12, Twp 11N, Rge 04W, B.M.

WASHINGTON County

Place of Use

IRRIGATION

Twp Rge Sec | NE | NW | SW | SE |
INEINW|SW] SE| NE]NW]SW] SE| NE]NW|SW] SE| NE ] NW | SW] SE [ Totals

11N 04W 11 | | | | 10.0 34.0] 440
! I



Page 2 05/12/2006

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1

11N 04W 12 | [ | 16.0 26.0| | 420
I | [ | [

11N 04W 13 | |260 37.0 65 4.0] | | 735
| | ! | [

1IN 04W 14 | 11.0 33.0 1.5 | | | | 455

Total Acres: 205

Conditions of Approval:

1. C18 This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for the definition of the rights or for
the efficient administration of the water rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in
time no later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-1412(6), Idaho Code.

2. E56  The rights listed below are limited to the irrigation of a combined total of 205.0 acres in a single
irrigation season. Combined Right Nos.: 67-4501A, 67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310.

Remarks:

Comments:

1. dnarsavage 10/4/2005 POU & Other rights

Comment: It looks like these decreed rights might be used on the same ground, but | dont know for sure:
67-660, -663, -664, -665, -671, -11673.
This lady got a request for EOP in September 2005 and cailed not-so-happy.

2. csaxton  5/12/2006  Priority

Comment: EOP in “History of Lower Crane Creek Valley” by Irene Tallent. The history speaks of formation of irrigations
districts which would most likely allow for additional water. In 1943, the Weiser Cove Irrigation District was formed.
There were earlier irrigation entities, but Weiser Cove was formed after a WWI and the following depression.

3. csaxton 5/12/2006 POD

Comment: This right has to be diverted from two different PODs it irrigate the ground it claimed. Recommend both
PODs.

4. csaxton 5/12/2006 PPU
Comment: Rights 67-4501A, 67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310 were claimed individually with some overlap. The results
of Monica Van Bussums field exam confirm that there are basically two systems and this water right can be used for each

system or can be put on any of the claimants irrigated ground. The recommended POU is larger than was claimed, but
the diversion rate limits

5. csaxton 5/12/2006 Copied From Claim (1)
Comment: Ownership changed by DB 5/28/2002



Page 3

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1

05/12/2006

Dates and Other Information:

Decreed Date:

Enlargement Use Priority Date:
Enlargement Statute Priority Date:
Defendant:

Plaintiff:

Civil Case Number:

Judicial District:

Notice of Error Flag:

State or Federal: S

Owner Name Connector:  OR
Water District Number:;

Generic Max Rate Per Acre:
Generic Max Volume Per Acre:
Swan Falls Trust or Nontrust:
Swan Falls Dismissed:

DLE Act Number:

Carey Act Number:

Mitigation Plan: False

Combined Use Limits:

Element Reviewed/Verified Dates:

Element Last Reviewed Date Reviewer Last Verified Date  Verifier Status
Contacts 5/12/2006 9:49:09 AM  csaxton Active
Priority Date 5/12/2006 9:49:55 AM  csaxton Active
POD 5/12/2006 9:57:28 AM csaxton Active
Source 5/12/2006 9:57:51 AM csaxton Active
POU 5/12/2006 9:58:09 AM  csaxton Active
Use 5/12/2006 10:17:40 AM  csaxton Active
Season 5/12/2006 10:18:00 AM  csaxton Active
Quantity 5/12/2006 10:36:31 AM  csaxton Active
Summary 05/12/2006 csaxton Active
Verification Log:
Element Date Time Stamp Reviewer Log text
POD 5/12/2006 9:57:20 AM csaxton Updated PLS
POD 5/12/2006 9:57:36 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or
License?
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or
Permit?
(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a
change in the POD?
(Yes) 9. Does the file contain all the necessary
information to verify the POD?
(No) 10. 1s a POD remark and/or condition
required?
POU 5/12/2006 9:58:54 AM csaxton Updated shape for Active POU
POU 5/12/2006 10:16:19 AM csaxton Updated PLS for Active POU



Page 4 05/12/2006
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1
Contacts 5/12/2006 9:49:15 AM csaxton (No) 1. Do you want to schedule an
appointment?

Comment for 1: FE by Monica Van Bussum on

5-3-06
POD 5/12/2006 9:56:28 AM csaxton Updated shape
POU 5/12/2006 9:59:05 AM csaxton Updated PLS for Active POU
General 5/12/2006 9:50:02 AM csaxton (No) 1. Should this water use have been

included in a later court decree of the water rights
from this source?

(No) 4. Is the basis of claim decree or license?
(No) 7. Is the basis of claim a Application or
Permit?

(No) 8. Is the basis of claim a posted notice?
(No) 9. Is the Priority Date of this water use after
the date a permit is required for the source and
the water use?

(Yes) 12. Does the claim file contain sufficient
evidence of Priority Date?

(No) 15. Is the basis of claim coded correctly?
(Yes) 16. Is a Priority Date remark and/or
condition required?

Description for Question 12/13 - EOP in “History
of Lower Crane Creek Valley” by Irene Tallent.
The history speaks of formation of irrigations
districts which would most likely allow for
additional water. In 1943, the Weiser Cove
Irrigation District was formed. There were earlier
irrigation entities, but Weiser Cove was formed
after a WWI1 and the following depression.

POD 5/12/2006 9:55:45 AM csaxton Updated shape

POD 5/12/2006 9:55:58 AM csaxton Updated PLS

POU 5/12/2006 10:16:04 AM csaxton Updated shape for Active POU

Source 5/12/2006 9:57:58 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of claim Decree or License?
(No) 2. Is the basis of claim an Application or
Permit?

(No) 6. Is the basis of claim a Posted Notice?
{No) 7. Is there evidence that there has been a
change in the source?

(Yes) 10. Does the file contain all the necessary
information to verify the source?

(No) 11. Is a Source remark and/or condition
required?

Description for Question 10 - FE by Monica Van
Bussum on 5-3-06
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POU

Use

Season

Quantity

05/12/2006
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1
5/12/2006 9:58:17 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or

License?

(Yes) 2b. Is the POU required?

(No) 3. Is the basis of claim a Application or
Permit?

(No) 7. Is there evidence that there has been a
change in the POU?

(Yes) 13. Does the file contain all the necessary
information to verify the POU?

(Yes) 14. Is a POU remark and/or condition
required?

Description for Question 13 - FE by Monica Van
Bussum on 5-3-06

5/12/2006 10:17:49 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or
License?
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or
Permit?
(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a
change in the Purpose of Use?
(Yes) 11. Does the file contain all the necessary
information to verify the Water Use?
(No) 13. Is a Purpose of Use remark and/or
condition required?
Description for Question 10,11,12 - FE by Monica
Van Bussum on 5-3-06.

5/12/2006 10:18:09 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of claim Decree or License?
(No) 2. Is the basis of claim a Application or
Permit?

(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a
change in the Period of Use?

(Yes) 12. Does the file contain all the necessary
information to verify the Period of Use?

{No) 13. Is the basis of claim a decree, license,
or a transferred beneficial use right that has had
the Period of Use administratively determined?
(Yes) 15. lIs irrigation claimed as a Purpose of
Use?

(No) 18. Is a Period of Use remark and/or
condition required?

5/12/2006 10:36:32 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or
License?
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or
Permit?
(No) 6. Is the basis of claim a posted notice?
(Yes) 7. Is a flow measurement required?
(No) 9. Is the source Groundwater and does the
purpose of use require a diversion volume limit?
{No) 11. Has a diversion volume limit been
established by a decree, license or transfer for
this water use?
(No) 12. Is a Quantity remark or condition
required?
Description for Question 7 - Diversion capacity
measured at 5.29 cfs.



Page 6 05/12/2006

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1

Summary 5/12/2006 11:24:10 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree,
License, Permit, Application or Posted Notice?
(Yes) 3. Is the water being used for all of the
purposes claimed and to the extent claimed?
(Yes) 5. Does this right have any combined use
limits with other rights?

(Yes) 6. Is an additional remark and/or condition
required?

(Yes) 7. Would you like to view the
recommended right?

(Yes) 8. Is this a split or combined right?

(No) 9. Do you have documents you would like to
attach or link to the file?

(Yes) 10. Would you like to set the verification
date?

Water Supply Bank:




Basin Sequence = Suffix Basis Status Priority Date Rate(cfs) Am Vol Source Water Use(s) Owner(s)  Source Table
67]  663]A [Decreed Active 4/10/1913] _ o0.08] | LOWER CRANE [IRRIGATION[FIELD, JOHN|wrAdjudicationClaim
67 664|B Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.59 LOWER CRANE [IRRIGATION]|FIELD, JOHN|wrAdjudicationClaim
67 4501]A Beneficial Us{Active 7/1/1940 0.8 30 CRANE CREEK [IRRIGATION[FIELD, JOHN |wrAdjudicationClaim
67 4503 Statutory ClailActive 3/15/1919 3 165 CRANE CREEK [IRRIGATION|FIELD, JOHN |wrAdjudicationClaim
67 10650 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.47 46 LOWER CRANE {IRRIGATION|FIELD, JOHN|wrAdjudicationClaim
67 14310 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.33 35 LOWER CRANE [{IRRIGATION|FIELD, JOHN |wrAdjudicationClaim
67 14312 Decreed Active 4/9/1920 275.7 [INORTH CRANE {IRRIGATION|FIELD, JOHN [wrAdjudicationClaim
67 14314 Decreed Active 4/9/1920 194.9 [NORTH CRANE (IRRIGATION|FIELD, JOHN|wrAdjudicationClaim

Water Master Delivery Records

Page Parcel Name | Water in File Original Owner Priority
# Number Inches # Date
6 |11N04W126000 |FIELD 9.50 660 J. Martin 8/10/1913
6 |11N04W126000 |FIELD 13.50 671 W. Theurer 8/10/1913
rRecommendatlon 1

67 664 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.59 29.5 LOWER CRANE (IRRIGATION GRAHAM, G ( wrWaterRight
67 665 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.44 22 LOWER CRANE (IRRIGATION GRAHAM, G ( wrWaterRight
67 660 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.2 10 LOWER CRANE (IRRIGATION SKOW, MOR( wrWaterRight
67 671 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.27 13.5 LOWER CRANE ' IRRIGATION THEURER, W wrWaterRight

67 7141 Active 4/5/2000 2 GROUND WATEIDIVERSION " FIELD, JOHN wrWaterPermit



IDWR Field Exam Form 05/02/2006

Priority Date Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-4503

Claimed Priority Date: 3/15/1919 Claimed Basis: Statutory Claim

__ Use Claimed Priority Date and Basis as Recommended Priority Date and Basis

Water Right Priority Date: 3/15/1919 Water Right Basis: Statutory Claim

Recommended Priority Date i _L / 9 y; Recommended Basis

Document the evidence submitted/reviewed for the priority date claimed, include your analysis of the evidence:

Submitted topu o LHG$MQ¢S74{Q/VQ,Q%y 7}
JYﬂqafﬁh(ﬁ§ééﬁu ﬂc%%%ﬁﬂf??77 ¢ Z/ ) 2
[ *’rtQaJnm (D side. '& Al ™= 1903 o Hle Lone

3- /7/%Y3

Reviewer: M\}B Date: 5“ &= ’O
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IDWR Field Exam Form

05/02/2006

Point of Diversion and Source Data Entry Form

Claimed Point of Diversion and Source

Claim Number 67-4503

T11N RO3W S7 SWNW Within WASHINGTON County Source: CRANE CREEK WEISER RIVER

__ Use Claimed POD and Source as Recommended POD and Source

Water Right Point of Diversion and Source
T11N RO3W S7 SWNW Within WASHINGTON County

Recommended Point of Diversion and Source
Source Information

Source Tributary To

Twp Rge Sec Govlot QQQofQQofQ County

Source

Other rights from this POD?

Document how the POD and Source were verified:

Two PN+ see nap foc Which FOD irngadlzo WMJW
} Uppe Crane &eg,k/ P C/%OL (5W

POpRas & Jerome Grand:

) —1¢
’J/r00l762,_l)

Gp< coind- \)D\r\a/\_,u Beeld diverte Reva didehh —

2 )00 174,29 - 2pi chores
2. 28 bOTIF
14 S T32¢

Reviewer: M Ve

Date: 5“5"‘0\0



IDWR Field Exam Form

05/02/2006

Place Of Use Data Entry Form

Claimed Place Of Use

T1IN RO4W S12 SWSW 10.00
T11N R04wW S13 NWNW 35.00
T11N RO4wW S14 NWNE 40.00

Claim Number 67-4503

__ Use Claimed POU as Recommended POU

Water Right Place Of Use

T11N RO4W S14 NENE 40.00

Recommended Place of Use

Twp Rge Sec QQ Q

T11N RO4W S12 SESW 30.00
T11N RO4W S14 NENE 40.00
T11N RO4W S14 SENE 10.00
Total Acres 165
T11N RO4W S14 NWNE 40.00
Total Acres 80
See corrections to claimed POU above
County Lot Num  Acres Purpose of Use

Document how the POU was verified:

Total Acres

See attacied NMap 76(’ M'HW\.Q_J aULQaé,;z/

NN

5 —3-DL






IDWR Field Exam Form 05/02/2006

Purpose of Use Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-4503
Claimed Purpose of Use

Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit
IRRIGATION

__ Use Claimed Purpose of Use as Recommended Purpose of Use

Water Right Purpose of Use

Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit
IRRIGATION

Recommended Purpose of Use

Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit Number of Other

| lmédjzﬂﬂ | |290 | | |

Document how the Purpose of Use was verified:

Lnagean £ FE \/wi% purpose 5\“{@2/

Reviewer: N Vi3 Date: = B“Ol&




IDWR Field Exam Form 05/02/2006

Period of Use and Quantity Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-4503

Claimed Period of Use and Diversion Rate

Water Use Start End Rate Volume
IRRIGATION 3/15 11/15 3
Overall Diversion Rate 3 Overall Diversion Volume

__ Use Claimed Period of Use and Quantity as Recommended Period of Use and Quantity

Water Right Period of Use and Diversion Rate

Water Use Start End Rate Volume
IRRIGATION 3/15 11/15 3
Overall Diversion Rate 3 Overall Diversion Volume

Recommended Period of Use and Diversion Rate
Water Use Start End Rate Volume

Overall Diversion Rate Overall Diversion Volume

Document how the Period of Use and/or Diversion Rate were verified:

W/MWW%M

see altacked Monning calewdation Ccocant, 5Alcf

Reviewer: M ZS Date: 5 - ’Oé



IDWR Field Exam Form

Contacts Data Entry Form

Owner Type Full Name
Original Owner JESSIE C WOODLAND
Original Owner ROD R WOODLAND
Original Owner KENNETH R SKOW
Current Owner JOHN ERSKINE FIELD
Current Owner MARY DENYSE FIELD

Date of Field Exam: &ﬁ' 5~ Sl

Address
861 WOODLAND LN

861 WOODLAND LN

1025 LOWER CRANE
CREEK RD
1025 LOWER CRANE
CREEK RD
1025 LOWER CRANE
CREEK RD

City
WEISER

WEISER
WEISER
WEISER

WEISER

Time: C? . O_Oa_jm

05/02/2006

Claim Number: 67-4503

State Zip Phone
ID 83672-537 (208)880-2605
1

ID 83672-537 (208)880-2605
1

ID 83672 (208)549-1839

ID 83672 (208)549-0198

ID 83672 (208)549-0198

Accompanied By:v-/O 1’\ N Htf lc/ Phone Number: 5L{9 =L T

Relationship to Claimant: Clﬂu Mant-

Directions to Property (if different from above) and/or update owner information:

Reviewer: M VB

Date: 5‘3*01



AOO 7627 Photo of Crane Ceekaove Upper Crane Creek Laterl Ditch. Crane Creek
can be seen flowing to the right. Headgate for ditch can be seen to left. Camera is
looking upstream.

4

N RREA SE NS ‘
GPS name: FIELD CC. This is John Field’s diversion off of the Upper Crane Creek
Lateral Ditch (POD seen in the picture above). Picture is taken looking upstream.



29

A0017629. First ptur is taken lig at Crane Creek. T of headgate can be clearly
seen. Flow was low because no water had been released from reservoir and ditch needed
to be cleaned out. Second picture is taken looking downstream from headgate.

Measurement was taken just downstream of bush in middle of photograph.



MANNING EQUATION CHANNEL CAPACITY FIELD EXAM FORM

Today's date:
File Number:
Claimant:
Channel measured:
Date of measurement:
Location of diversion:
1) TRSQQ:
2) POD name (if known):
3) GPS file name:
4) GPS tag number:
Calculation prepared by:
Comments about the measurement:

Rod Readings

Basis (mark one):
Location notes:

Number |Rod Reading

Slope Data

[Basis (mark one):
Level Readings:
Length of channel:

Stadia:

Determining Roughness Coefficient
(from Roughness Coefficient worksheet Value column)
CHANNEL MATERIAL

SURFACE IRREGULARITY

VARIATIONS IN SIZE AND SHAPE OF CROSS-SECTION
CHANNEL OBSTRUCTIONS

VEGETATION

DEGREE OF MEANDERING




CROSS SECTION NUMBER

For File Number 67-4501A and 67-4503 for the

Ditch off of Crane Creek for Field lands.

Rod Water

Number Reading Depth
1 0.00 0.00
2 0.60 0.60
3 1.00 1.00
4 1.20 1.20
5 1.10 1.10
6 0.90 0.90
7 0.50 0.50
8 0.40 0.40
S 0.30 0.30
10 -0.10 -0.10

The area for this cross section is

and the wetted perimeter is

5.95 square feet

9.45 feet.

1

Distance

Wo-J0uUldWNHFO

.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00



MANNING EQUATION CHANNEL CAPACITY RESULTS 05-08-2006

File Number: 67-4501A and 67-4503

Claimant:

John and Mary Field

Channel measured: Ditch off of Crane Creek for Field lands.
Date of measurement: 5-3-06
Measurement location:

Measurement taken about 50 yards downstream of headgate on ditch.
Calculation prepared by: Monica Van Bussum

Comments

about the measurement:

The results of the calculation are:

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

length of the channel measured is 100 feet.
upstream and downstream rod readings are 6.50 and 6.70 feet.

channel crogg section is 5.95 ft-sqg.
wetted perimeter is 9.45 feet.
hydraulic radius is 0.63 feet.

slope is 0.0020

roughness coefficient is 0.0550
flow velocity is 0.890 ft/sec.
rate of flow is 5.29 cfs.
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The
HISTORY OF LOWER CRANE CREEK
on the

WEISER RIVER

by

Irene Tallent

Copyright 1987 by Irene Tallent
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO,
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM

Ident. Number 67-4503
Date Received: 10/23/1989
Receipt No: C012458

Received By:

NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT
ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW
1. Name of Claimant(s)
JOHN ERSKINE FIELD Phone: (208)549-0198
1025 LOWER CRANE RD
WEISER ID USA 83672
MARY DENYSE FIELD Phone: (208)549-0198
1025 LOWER CRANE RD
WEISER ID USA 83672
A Date of Priority: 03/15/1919

3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER

4. Point of Diversion:
Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 Lot County Type

11N 03W i SW NW WASHINGTON

5. Description of diverting works:

DITCHES

6. Water is used for the following purposes:

Purpose From To C.F.S. (or) A.F.A
IRRIGATION 3/15 11/15 3

7. Total Quantity Appropriated is:
3 C.F.8.

8. Total consumptive use:
SCLAthEV
APR 1 & 2004

67-4503 05/28/2002



9.

Non-irrigation uses:

Do you own the property listed above as place of

Section

12

13

14

1/4 of 1/4
SW SW
SE SW
NW NW
NE NE
NW NE
SE NE

WASHINGTON

Ownership changed by DB 5/28/2002

10. Place of use:
Township Range
11N 04W
11N 04W
11N 04W
11. Place of use in counties:
12.
13. Other Water Rights Used:
14. Remarks:
15. Basis of Claim:
67-4503

Statutory Claim

05/28/2002

Lot

Use

TRRIGATION
IRRIGATION

Section Acres
TRRIGATION
Section Acres
IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION
TIRRIGATION

Section Acres

Total Acres

use? Yes

Acres

10
30

40

35

35

40

40

10

90

165



Form 42-248/42-1409(6)  1/9/97 .
RECEIVEL o w/

/o~
STATE OF IDAHO 0
OCT 4 - 2000 IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES /|- % C' 0 ‘5@ é ﬁ /
Oeparment of Waler HeSOUCES NOTICE OF CHANGE OF WATER RIGHT OWNERSHIP @ /”’A

Please print or type. Attach pages with additional information. Instructions are on the back of this page.

‘ Incomplete forms will be returned.

1. Water Right No(s).: A67-10650, A67-00665, A67-00663A, A67-00664B, A67-04501A,
A67-04503, A67-14116, A67-14117, 67-07141
Adjudication Claim No(s).: r_':l:r\l'.'|VED
| LY =\ 4 =~
2 The following REQUIRED information must be submitted with this form: ocT 2 0 zmm

A. A copy of the most recent DEED, TITLE POLICY, CONTRACT OF SALE or other legal documeptaindiRaspgreser

ownership of the property and water rights or claims in question, WITH ATTACHED LEGAL DESWRITERNTIRGION
AND

B. PLAT OF PROPERTY or SURVEY MAP for parcel of ten acres or less. (These are usually attached to your deed or

on file with the county.)
OR

C. For water rights or adjudication claims involving ten or more irrigated acres, a USDA Farm Service Agency AERIAL

PHOTO with irrigated acres outlined and point(s) of diversion clearly marked.

3. Name and Address of Former Kenneth R. Skow

Owner/Claimant o S
975 E. Indianhead Road ', Weiser, ID 83672

4, New Owner/Claimant(s) John Erskine Field or Mary Denyse Field
Name annector (Check one): [] and, [ ] or, X% and/or

New Mailing Address 1025 Lower Crane Road

City, State and ZIP Code Weiser, Idaho 83672

New Telephone Number (208)y SYpg—0,98

1 Ay

5. Date you acquired the property May 30, 2000
6. If you have acquired only a portion of the former owner’s property, IDWR may need to split the water right(s) or

adjudication claim(s). If this applies, describe in detail your portion of each water right or adjudication claim in the spaces
below. If necessary, attach additional pages.

Number of acres you irrigate Number and type of stock

Diversion rate in CFS Number of homes Other uses
If a water right or adjudication claim is being split and you are not sure how to identify your portion of the original right

or claim, please contact the nearest IDWR-pffice for assistance.
T Signature of New Owner /Z'%% } M

or Claimant(s) ,
'JZ/ CLﬂ

(Corporations or other organizations must submit/a list of djrectors and/or officers demonstrating authority to sign form.)

8. For Snake River Basin Adjudication Claims: Please attach a Notice of Appearance completed by your attorney, if you wish
IDWR to correspond with him or her for all matters related to your claims..



OCT 4 - 2007
Approved P
Initials Uaparment of Water Hesgiireas
~ WARRANTY DEED

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, KENNETH R. SKOW and RANAE SKOW, husband and wife,
the Grantors, do hereby, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto JOHN ERSKINE FIELD and
MARY DENYSE FIELD, husband and wife, the Grantees, whose address is 1025 Lower
Crane Road, Weiser, ID 83672, the following described real estate situated in Washington
County, State of Idaho, to-wit: :

r

TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH, RANGE 4 WEST, BOISE MERIDIAN:

Section 11: EVSEY4;
Section 12: That portion of the N2SW lying southeasterly of the existing
County road right of way.
SW¥SWs, ‘
SEYSWY EXCEPTING AND RESERVING THEREFROM the
following described tract:
Beginning at a point 419 feet North of the southeast corner of
the SWY% of Section 12:
Thence North 436 feet;
Thence South 42° 40' West 206 feet;
Thence South 26° 18 East 317 feet to the PLACE OF
BEGINNING;
Section13: NWYz and that part of the SWY4NE 4 lying Westerly of the right
of way for existing county road known as Lower Crane Road,;
Section 14: N¥%NEY: and SEVANEY;;
Section 24: NW¥NEY4, SV2NEY, and NEVASE Y4,

TOGETHER WITH 200 acre feet of Primary Storage in Crane Creek Reservoir.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises, with their appurtenances unto the said
Grantees, their successors and assigns forever. And the said Grantors do hereby
covenant to and with the said Grantees, that they are the owner in fee simple of said

premises; that said premises are free from all incumbrances, and that they will warrant and
defend the same from all lawful claims whatsoever.

DATED this _3 O day of May, 2000. / /
Instrument # 1798'01 /494//7/ \ﬁﬂ/ﬁ/é()

WEISER, WASHINGTON COUNTY, IDAHO R. SkO

W
2000-05-30 04:30:00 No. of Pages: 2
Recorded for : WASHINGTON COUNTY 7T
SHARON WIDNER W//// A
Ex-Officio Recorder Deputy
Index to: DEED RaNae %(OW

Warranty Deed - Page 1.




179801

STATE OF IDAHO )
. 8S
County of Washington )

On this _30 _day of May, 2000, before-me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for
said State, personally appeared KENNETH R. SKOW and RANAE SKOW known to me

to be the persons who signed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that they
executed the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal the day and

year first above written. ,

Notary Public for Idaho
Residing at Weiser, Idaho

Commission expires: 9 / 7/ oo s

. “‘\\\“”“”
»

",

x>
%57 R
I"' ”Z.'E” .?‘f“\\\\\

Warranty Deed - Page 2.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO,
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM.
Ident. Number: A67-04503
Date Received: 10,/20,/1989

Receipt No: C012458
Received By:

COPY FOR NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT COPY FOR
YOUR FILES ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW YOUR FILES
1. Name: KENNETH R SKOW 208-549-1839
Address: 1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD
WEISER ID 83672
2. Date of Priority: MAR 15, 1919
3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER

4. Point of Diversion:

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 Lot County
11N 03w 7 SW NW WASHINGTON

5. Description of diverting works:
DITCHES

6. Water is used for the following purposes:

Purpose From To C.F.S (or) A.F.A.
IRRIGATION 03/15 11/15 3.000
7. Total Quantity Appropriated is:
3.000 C.F.S. (and/or) A.F.A.
8. Total consumptive use is 525.0 Acre Feet Per Annumn.

9. Non-irrigation uses:
S/300

10. Place of Use:

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres
11N 04w 12 SwW SW IRR 10.0
SE SW IRR 30.0
A67-04503 Page 1 Date: 02/23/93
MICROFILMED

AUG 0 5 W94



10. Place of Use: Continued

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres

Section Acres 40.0

13 NW NW IRR 35.0

Section Acres 35,0

14 NE NE IRR 40.0

NW NE IRR 40.0

SE NE IRR 100

Section Acres 90.0

Total Acres 165.0

11. Place of use in counties: WASHINGTON

12. Do you own the property listed above as place of use? YES

13. Other Water Rights Used:
67-00665, 67-00664, 67-00663, 67-04501

14. Remarks:

15. Basis of Claim: STATUTORY CLAIM

A67-04503 Page 2 Date: 02,/23/93

MICROFILMED
AUG 0 5 1994



IN

I
WYHE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO,

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM

§N IN WATER SYSTEM.
pECE
(L-’

%] ™ Sonni

0CT 20 1989

CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576

Ident. Number:
Date Received:
Receipt No:
Received By:

A67-04503
10,06,1989
Corzuwoe
D&

NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT

Department of Water Resources

ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW

1. Name: KENNETH R. SKOW 208-549-1839
Address: 1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK ROAD
WEISER, ID 83672
2. Date of Priority: MAR 15, 1919 |
3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER
4., Point of Diversion:
Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 Lot County
11N 03w 7 SW NW WASHINGTON
5. Description of diverting works:
DITCHES
6. Water is used for the following purposes:
Purpose From To C.F.S (or) A.F.A.
IRRIGATION 03/15 11,/15 3.000
7. Total Quantity Appropriated is: ,
3.000 C.F.S. (and/or) ' A.F.A.
8. Total consumptive use is 525.0 Acre Feet Per Annum.
9. Non-irrigation uses:
S/300
10. Place of Use:
Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres
11N 04w 12 SW SW IRR 10.0
SE SW IRR 30.0
Section Acres 40.0
A67-04503 Page 1 Date: 10,/06/89

AUG 0 5 ‘wlp



10.

11
12.

13.

14.
1S,

Acres
35.0

35.0
40.0
40.0
10.0
90.0
165.0

Place of Use: Continued
Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use
11N 04w 13 NW NW IRR
Section Acres
14 NE NE IRR
NW NE IRR
SE NE IRR
Section Acres
Total Acres
Place of use in counties: WASHINGTON
i
Do you own the property listed above asiplace of use? YES
Other Water Rights Used:
67-00665, 67-00664, 67-00663, 67-04501
Remarks:
Basis of Claim: STATUTORY CLAIM
|
A67-04503 Page Date:

i

Wi

10,06/89

% “ 11 A A
i f'gtﬁﬁ?

AUG 0 5 1994

D



16. Signature(s)

(a.) By signing below, I/We acknowledge that I/We have received, read and
understand the form entitled "How you will receive notice in the Snake River
Basin Adjudication." (b.) 1I/We do do not /  wish to receive and pay
a small annual fee for monthly copies of the docket sheet.

Number of attachments: [

For Individuals:

I/We do solemnly swear or affirm that the statements contained in the

foregoing document are true and correct. 7
ZP / )f . "
Signature of Claimant(s): | e?ijz:;:géfaiQQ%Léj Date: ( /Zf—ég 2777
3 / 74 o

Date:

State of Idaho /) ) ;
Hl~ f, [/ ) SS.
County of - UM /TN )

/

7/

Subscribed and sword/(og.affirmed) before me this ‘o2, day /
‘ f C —————*K / A

of P 19 = [ ) S (A ,
i Notary Public /
Seal
Residing at
My Commission Expires
i
A67-04503 Page 3 Date: 10,/06,/89

MICROFILMED
AUG 05 1334



POOR ORIGINAL |

MICHOFILMED
AUG 0 5 1994
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THE VALLEY

The Lower Crane Valley is located approximately 13 miles upstream from the
confluence of the Weiser and Snake Rivers. The valley is approximately 18
miles long, starting north from the Presley Bridge and continuing to Concrete
in the north. On the west, the valley is bounded by the Weiser River, the
Pacific and Idaho Northern Railroad (PIN Line), and the western hills. On the
"south it is Bounded by Bear Creek and continues east to the mercury mine. From
the mercury mine, the boundary continues north to the Crane Creek Canyon. At
that point it turns northwest to Dead Man, and finally west to Morehead Creek
which flows into the Weiser River, and intersects the railreocad at Concrete.’
The valley is approximately 3 miles wide at its maximum width.

Several small stireams flow from the east, cut across the valley and flow
into the Weiser River. Starting from the south at the Presley Bridge the first
stream is Bear Creek. Continuing north, the next stream is First Creek which
flows into the river just west of the Y in the Lower Crane Road where that road
starts a loop of the valley. The next major stream in the valley is Crane
Creek. It flows into the river between the properties of Clarence Chrestesen
and Rod Woodland. Continuing north, there are about three unnamed drainage
systems that carry water during run-off periods. The next stream, drainage
from Sandy Springs to the east, has some running water year round except during
drought years. Continuing north, Jennie Williams Creek flows into the river
just south of the Tallent’s upper property which they identify as the Lower

Kiser place. Inside the fence on their property is another un-named siream
that carries water year round. At the end of the road is the last stream,
Morehead Creek. It flows into the river from the east just across from the

Concrete railroad siding. It is the east-west northern boundary of the Lower
Crane Creek Valley.

Other landmarks that are of interest in the valley are the mercury mine
with its pink cliffs which were caused by the dumped waste from the mine. It
lies on the scuth and east, and is the highest point in that part of the
valley. Molly's Butte is another landmark. It is the highest point within the
valley, and is locaied in the middle of the valley between the loop of Lower
Crane Road.

It 15 the only point that will not be covered by water if the proposed
Galloway Dam is built. Local legend relates that it got its name from the wife
of James Norman Harris, first homesteader in the valley. “"Molly" retreated to
that hill during spring run-off when Crane Creek would go out of its banks
endangering the Harris home. From the road at the top of Molly's Butte, a
person can see In the distance to the north beautiful Hitt Mountain. I1 is
snow covered much of the year. To the east is the Crane Creek Canyon, the
landmark for which this valley got iis name, and a little to the north and west
of the canyon is a small round butte capped with rim rock. It is noteworthy
because of its unusual shape. Finally, to the west are the high hills, some
edged with rim rock, the results of the river cutting its way through the
valley in a much earlier era of tima.

GEOLOGY

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. Lower Crane
Creek Valley was one small portion of that which God created. In the very

ra




early millenia of time, this area was covered by a great inland sea which
covered the whole area of what is now known as the Columbia River Plateau.
Large deposits of sedimentary materials that became limestone, shale, and
sandstone were laid down during this period.

The next great change came about during the Permian Period which occured
about two hundred million years ago. A great upthrust of igneous (volcanic)
intrusions began. They tilted the beds of sedimentary depositis formed hy the
great inland sea upward. _

The Tertiary Period came next--about twenty or thirty million
years ago. Violent volcanic eruptions piled billions of tons of lava over the
landscape. Huge volcanic rocks were spewed out. These violent actions of
nature left a layered appearance of sedimentary type soils intersperced and
interbedded with basaltic flows. During this great upheaval the rivers changed
their courses and cut down through the soils. This emptied the great inland
sea. At that time the Snake River Basin and the Weiser River watershed which
flows into the Snake were formed much as they are today. These great
geological events left our present scils varied. We have the rich sedimentary
soils formed by the great inland sea, and the basaltic rocks and volcanic soils
formed by the great lava flows. The volcanic nature of the area was also
responsible for several geothermal springs in the Lower Crane Creek Valley.

The metal, mercury, was also deposited during this time period with one major
deposit in the Crane Creek area. There is also a smattering of gold, but so
far no major deposits have been found. Some petrified wood is found as well as
agate and jasper. o ’

CLIMATE, VEGETATION, AND WILDLIFE

The climate of the Lower Crane Creek area is arid. Precipitation ranges
from hatween ten and twenty inches per year with the average ahbout thirteen
inches. This moisture falls both in the form of rain and snow. Most of the
precipitation comes in the late fall, winter, and early spring. 5now can be
expected from the first of December until the first of March with an average
depth of one foot. The climate is reasonably temperate as far as daily and
yvearly temperatures are concerned. The temperature usually varies about thirty
degrees from morning to afterncon. There are definately four seasons. Winter
is cold with about two weeks of below zero weather. Occasionally it drops to
minus twenty-five degrees. The cold winter weather often results in the Weiser
River freezing over., Then when the weather starts to warm up, usually about
the first week in February) the ice breaks up. Quite often rain will come with
the warmer weather. The results are floods and ice jams. Summers are warm
with approximately two weeks of one hundred plus temperatures., Mornings are
usually cool, but late afterncons are hot. The springs are usually cool and
often wet. Fall has the most enjoyable temperature with warm sunny days and
cool nights. There is usually a week or two of Indian Summer,

Since this is an arid climate the natural vegetation consists of sagebrush,
bitterbrush, and native grasses. In the early spring wild flowers abound.
Desert violets appear in early March followed by lupine, wild parsley, wild
roses, syringa, and several other species. In the summer the hills are covered
by sunflowers. Native bunch grass was found in great abundance when the first
settlers arrived. Now much of the native grasses have been killed off due 1o
over-grazing. They have been replaced by less desirable grasses such as

&



Medusahead Rye and Cheat grass.

The arid climate has made it necessary to irrigate most farm crops. The
s0il is very rich and produces good crops of alfalfa hay and small grains when
it receives water during the late spring and summer months. Much of the higher
glevations are too rocky and steep for irrigation so are only suitable for
grazing. Therefore, the major industry in Lower Crane Valley is cattle
production.

Even though this is a desert climate wild game abounds. It is an
attractive area for hunters interested in game birds such as pheasant,
chuckars, quail, and partridge. Hunters are also interested in mule deer. In
the last few years elk herds have moved into the area.

The Weiser River is also a habhitat for many water fowl. According to a
survey, thirty species of water fowl live in this valley. Canada geese, ducks,
and blue heron are the most common ones. Many species of raptors are also
found in this valley. They include the bald eagle, golden eagle, several
species of hawks, and owls. The long-billed curlew, which is a protected
specie, nests on the grassy hillsides in early spring then migrates south.

Over one hundred and thirty different species of song birds have been
documented as living in this valley. Robins, orioles, gold finches, song
sparrows, meadow larks and blackbirds are a few. The riparian area close to
the river has made this valley a migratory path for many of our feathered
friends.

Several species of fur bearing animals make their home in this valley.
Beaver, muskrat, and raccoon are found on the streams and river. Coyote,
bobcat, skunk, badger, marmonts, jackrabbits and cottontail rabbits range
throughout the valley and hills.

Several varieties of rodents also inhabit this valley. Many varieties of
mice, gophers, and ground squirrels abound. One, the Idaho Ground Sguirrel, is
indigenous only to this area and a small portion of Adams and Payette Counties.

Snakes and lirzards also make their homes in Lower Crane Creek Valley. The
only poisonous specie is the Western Rattlesnake. It is found among the rocky
areas usually away from homes and farm lands. Racers, gopher snakes, bull
snakes, gardner snakes can be found near fields and streams.

- FIRST INHABITANTS

The first inhabitants in the Valley were Indians....Shoshonean-~

speaking people. They inhabited the Great Basin as early as 4800 B.C. Small
family groups occupied the river basins. Evidence of Indians in the Lower
Crane Creek area is very apparent. Artifacts ars found all along the Weiser
River. The hot springs at the mouth of the canyon was a major camping site.
Many artifacis such as arrow heads, mortar and pestle, other weapons and a
pictograph are gvidence of the early inhabitants. Many of the very early
inhabitants lived in caves and had a very meager existence. The Weiser
River itself hecame a highway from the north for Nez Perce Indians who came
to this area to fight their traditional enemies, the Shoshone-Bannock
tribes. They also came to trade and to fish. The mouth of the Weiser River
and the Snake River was a traditional fishing place for many tribes during
salmon runs. Other tribes such as the Paiutes and Umatillas also co~mingled
in this area. . .

The first white men in the Weiser River area were explorers, trappers and




hunters. The Wilson Price Hunt expedition was the first group of white men to
go through this area on their way to the mouth of the Columbia. These .
Astorians, as they were called, were responsible for the Weiser River being put
on one of the first maps made of this area. They were alsc responsible for it
being named after a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition---a Peter M.
Weiser. However, his name was spelled "Wiser" on that early map. Some of

the members of that expedition later joined the North West Company and hunted
and trapped the tributaries of the Snake River. Hudsons Bay Company trappers
also hunted and trapped the tributaries of the Snake. No doubt some of those
trappers moved up and down the Weiser River looking for beaver. The mouth of
Crane Creek would have been a likely place for those trappers.

The lure of gold brought the next group of white men into the area. Along
with them came the firsi settlers with their desire for free land., Gold was
discovered in Orofino in 18688. This brought large groups of people to the gold
fields. Troubhle between the Whites and the Indians resulted, and it wasn’t
until 1878 when the Indian wars were settled that many settlers came to stay.
Two actions by the United States Congress helped to encourage people io
immigrate west. The Donation Land Act was passed by Congress on September 27,
1850. Its purpose was to encourage immigration to Oregon Country.

The second was the Homestead Act passed on May 20, 1862 which granted free
land to families who wished to settle in the west and farm. This latter act
was probably most responsible for bringing setilers into the Lower Crane
Valley. "

The area was first surveyed in 1878 by M. Thompson when Idaho was still a
territory. By 1899 we see evidence of settlers on the Weiser River. Anocther
early survey map dated 1899 shows the PI&N railroad as well as a few homestead
claims in the Lower Crane Valley. By 13914 there were many homesteads.
Irrigation projects had been established. The Crane Creek Reservoir, and the
flume that carried its water to the homesieads, were in operation., The flume
only lasted a few years into the 1920's. The high cost of maintenence and low
prices for farm products caused it to be abandoned. After that many families
sold out or lost their land . The remaining families bought up much of the
land for taxes. 1In 1987 the land in this valley is owned by seven families..

IRRIGATION

It became apparent from the very beginning that land in the Lower Crane
Creek Valley must be irrigated in order to grow crops. An early survey map and
notes, with the date 1899, shows an irrigation ditch. That hillside ditch
carried water from the north side of Crane Creek in the hot springs area (now
pwned by Greg Graham) west through Sections 12 and '1 until it reached what is
now Tallent property. The ditch ended just above the property now owned by Rod
Woodland on the hillside above his house. This ditch watered land on
the north side of Cranse Creek. Starting from the hot springs and going west,
the first homesieaders with land patents were: J.J. Hansen, William Kiser,
George Kisar, E. H. Wilburn, George Triplow, O. A, Purcell, and A. T.
Jennings. Land owners in 1987 starting from the hot springs and going west are:
Greg Graham, Dwight Maddox, Darrell Clapp, Kenneth R. Skow, Rod Woodland, and
R. J. Tallent. : _ . .

That ditch was engineered and built by the Purcell brothers, probably with
the help of a Mr. Daugherty who did not get & patent to his land. He was



living there in 18399, and later sold his land to 0. A. Purcell, Clark and
Orval's father. The other homesteaders probably also helped to build the
ditch. In later years the ditch was maintained mostly by the Purcells and the
Woodlands. After 1970, it was maintained by the Tallents and the Woodlands.
In 1982 all the water users on the 'ditch formed an association called the Lower
Crane Creek Ditch Lateral Association, Incorporated. The object of that
association was to improve and maintain the ditch, All users contribute to its
maintenance &nd all benefit by having better control over the water. These
users are very fortunate to have some of the best water rights in the State.
They have ample water throughout the irrigating season.

Another very early ditch was called the James Adams ditch. It supplied
water from Crane Creek to users on the south side of the creek. In the vear
18903, it was in operation. The Theuer family -(land first homesteaded by William
Aldridge and sold to Theuer in 1904) profitted from this ditch. Also James K.
Martin. His land later became part of the Theuer property. All that land is
now owned by Kenny and RaNae Skow.

The very first homesteader in Lower Crane Cresk Valley was James Norman
Harris. His property was located on the south side of Crane Creek at its
mouth. Harris had used Crane Creel water for many years hefore he filed his
homestead claim. In the early 1900's many homesteaders came into the valley
and started using Crane Creek water. Those above Harris took more than their
share. In 1909 the water in Crane Creek was adjudicated. James Norman Harris
was awarded the first water right on Crane Creek--27.85 miners inches. J. K.
Martin and William Theuer the second right~-19.87 and 13.56 miners inches
respectively. The third right went to Wash Hinze--9.45 miners inches. The
fourth right went to George Triplow, Applegate Brothers, and 0. A, Purcell with
44,88, 18.47 and 42.25% miners inches respectively. The fifth right went to Ed
Wilburn--4 miners inches. The sixth right went to George Kiser--29.36 miners
inches. The seventh right to Ed Wilburn-—-22 miners inches and the eighth right
to Crane Creek Irrigation Land and Power Company-~11.76 miners inches. The
final Decree was made April 10, 1913 and filed and entered April 22, 1813.
About the time Crane Creek Reservoir was put in, ditch companies were formed so
they could get reservoir water to water their lands. The first company to
serve this valley was Crane Creek Irrigation. It was formed in 1808. The next
company was Washington County Irrigation District which lasted from 1923 until
1938. Times were hard for the homesteaders during this time period. The old
wooden flume, which carried water from the reservoir to the mouth of the Weiser
River canyon, was abandoned. Farm prices were low because of a post World Warl
depression. Many of the homesteaders lost their land. Some of that land went
to the Irrigation District which had a lien on property from those who did not
pay their assessments. Washington County Irrigation District was dissolved in
19328. The Weiser Cove Irrigation District was formed in 1843, and a flood
control district was formed in 1953. Later the water users in this valley
pulled ocut from the Weiser Cove Irrigation District and formed the Crane Creek
Independant Water Users Association which is still serving this area at this
writing.

Many small ditches were put in by the early setlers, and remnants of those
ditches are still apparent. The Purcell family extended their ditches to water
all the bottom land near the river, and much of the Triplow--later called the
old Boge Harris-- property was irrigated. Up the river on property homesteaded
by Joseph Kiser and James Lewallen-- now owned by Phil Spulen--therae are




remains of an old irrigation ditch. That ditch carried water to the old
Zumwalt place which had good bottom land next to the river. That property
is now owned by the Tallents. _ .

Since 197@ the main channel of the Lower Crane Creek Ditch Lateral has
been extended from the corner above Woodlands to the first ravine on Tallent
property. The Tallents have extended it farther. It now waters all the
land that they have leveled since the early 1970's. A sprinkler system that
pumps water from the ravine waters the hills that cannot be watered by gravity.
The Tallents have added close to two hundred acres of land that can be
irrigated since they hought the property.

In the south end of the valley on the cld Presley place, a pivot
irrigation system has heen installed by the present ouwner , Darrel Marvin. He
also uses some gated pipe to irrigate land on the west side of the river.
Clarence Chrestesen sprinkles some of his "dry land” with water that collects
in a pond he constructed. Kenny Skow also sprinkles some of his "dry land",
but he has a well. Irrigation has come a long way since the esarly 1900’'s.

THE FAMILIES TODAY

. THE CHRESTESEN FAMILY

Clarence and Martiha Chrestesen live on the south side of Crane Creek just
below Molly's Butte on land first homesteaded by James Norman Harris, the first
homesteader in the valley. Clarence has lived here longer than any other
resident. He was born on the Bear Creek property in the southeast part of the
valley on what he calls his "dry land” in the year of 1817. Clarence is the
second son of Chris and Minnie Chrestesen. They came to the valley in the
early 1980's. His older brother, Frank, was born in 1902.

Martha was born in Wheeler, Washington, near Moses lLake. GShe met Frank
Chrestesen there. They wers married in 1327 and came to Lower Crane Valley in
1929. They had two children, Frank or Bud as he is called, and Mary Lou. :
After Frank passed away Martha and Clarence were married. The year was 1348,
Bud works with Clarence on the ranch and Mary Lou, who is married to Clark
Purcell, lives on the Weiser Flat. [During the time when this history was being
compiled, Martha's long struggle with cancer ended. She passed away October
15, 1987, at the age of 78. Her passing has left a loss to the Valley, and a
feeling of sadness to those remaining]l

Clarence’s early schooling was in Weiser, but after his mother died he
completed the last two years at Echo Dell School in Lower Crane Creek Valley.
His home on Bear Creek was about a mile away from school so he rode his horse
back and forth. His teacher at Echo Dell was Merle Baker. She still lives at
the mouth of the Weiser River canyon. Her two sons manage the ranch end raise.
registered Black Angus cattle. Echo Dell school no longer exists. The only
remaining landmark is an old pump which stands high in the air on land
belonging to Kenny Skow--land that has been lowered several feet by leveling.

Clarence is a cow-calf man. He raises fine Hereford cattle. His calves
always get top dollar when the time comes to sell. In his early years Clarence
worked away from the ranch. In the early 1948’s he worked at the mercury mine
which is just above his Bear Creek ranch. The Idaho Alamedin Mercury Mine, as



it was called, was owned and operated by Herbert Hoover, Jr.-- son of our
former president. Other pariners were Alan Hoover, and L. K Requa. Clarence
worked as a mill operator. The going wages in 1940-41 were fifty cents an hour
or four dollars a day. Clarence, who was a mill operator, got four and a half
dollars a day. That was pretty good wages in those days. When the weather and
roads were good Clarence was able to go back and forth every day from the ranch
to the mine. After a couple of years he quit to help his father on the ranch
on a full time basis. Clarence has lived on Bear Creek and Lower Crane Valley
all of his life, and even when he worked at the mercury mine he helped out on
the ranch. Since 1950, when his father died, Clarence has been in complete
control of the ranch. He has always raised Hereford cattle and in the early
days ran about 125 or more head of cows. He has cut down some since Martha
hasn’'t been well. Now he runs about 100 head. Martha's son, Bud, has taken
over much of the work since 1981 when Martha’s health started to deteriorats.
Before that time Bud worked on construction for many years.

' Clarence's ranch is one of the bigger ranches in Lower Crane Creek Valley.
He has a total of 1600 acres. Of those, 200 acres are dry land farm, and 30
acres are irrigated. The rest is in range land.

In the early days the Crane Creek Resarvoir made a big impact on this
area. A flume which went around the hills carried water to help irrigate much
of the land. The Bear Creek ranch was irrigated by Clarence’'s dad. It didn’t
last long though--only from about 1918 to the early 1928°s. The cost of.
maintaining it was too high. Rocks from the hillsides would roll into the
flume causing problems, and high costs to remove them. In the esarly 18920°'s it
was abandoned. Altogether there were about four and ahalf miles of continuous
flume, and many other flume siphons and diiches to maintain. There was a
diversion dam on the hillside at the mouth of the canyon. Remnants of the
concrete siphons are still a reminder of an earlier time. The reservoir did
make a difference to their valley home. In the early days during spring
run-off the water at the mouth of Crane Creek was so high it would surround the
area where Clarence’'s house stands today. The J. N. Harris family, who were
the first homesteaders, had a cabin up on the hill that they moved into during
flood time. The hill became known as Molly's Butte named after Mrs. Harris.

~ In 1938 the Chrestesens purchased the place at the mouth of Crane Creek
from Boge Harris, a son of J.N. Harris. Clarence has spent much time and money
leveling the land so it waters good. This place is note-worthy for having the
first ajudicated water right issued on Crane Creek. Clarence raises hay and
small grains on the two places and has irrigated pastiure on the lower place
which takes care of his 10@ plus cows when the range is dry and no longer
supports his animals. If the Galloway Dam, which is being proposed, is built
much of Clarence's land would be flooded. All the 160 acres on Crane Creek
would be flooded. The high dam would also cover much of the dry land on Bear
Creek. A lower dam would leave some of the Bear Creek ranch uncovered.

Clarence’s hrand for his cattle is called a lazy V over a lazy S-—E@. The
formar brand was A S Bar—-jii It was originally the brand of Arthur Saab who
lived on Nutmeg Flat. Clarence took the bar out of the A and below the S so
the Idaho Brand Inspection Department would let him register it.

Travel was very hard in the early days during the spring and winter.

Roads were almost impassable when it rained. The mud in this area was almost
impossible to get through except with a horse, and even that was hard. It
wasn't until the end of the 1940°'s that the county started graveling the roads.




That makes quite a difference today. All our county roads are graveled and
maintained-~--a luxury our early settlers did not have. A small section of the
"old road" still exists just north of the Y of the Lower Crane Loop. It
follows the fence line on the west side of the road to the top of Molly’s Butte
where it comes back into the county road--a reminder of days gone hy.

It wasn't until 1946 that electric power came to the area. Those who
lived on the south side of Crane Creek got power first. It wasn’t until a year
later that those on the north side got power. Good roads, electricity, and
telephones are taken for granted today, but they were luxuries few "0ld Timers"
lived to see.

THE WOODLAND FAMILY

The Woodlands live just north of Crane Creek down next to the Weiser
River. Their property joins Chrestesen’s on the south and the Old Boge Harris
place on the north (property now owned by the Tallents). Rod and Jessee live
in a trailer house on the county road which is the eastern boundry. Hazel,
Rod’s mother, lives straight west next to the river. They also have dry land
up on Bear and First Creeks.

The Woodlands are a fourth generation family in the Lower Crane Creek
Valley. The first Woodland family---probably the oldest family line in the
valley---homesteaded on the dry land in the early 1900°s. Harold's father,
Calvin E. Woodland, and Harold’'s grandmocther, Phebe A. Woodland, both
homesteaded on the dry land. In those days the land was irrigated by a flume
that went around the hills of this valley. The water came from the Crane Creek
Reservoir. Both the reservoir and the flume were in operation by 1914. After
the flume was no longer cperaticnal (in the 1920's) many families lefi the:
area. The Woodland family bought up much of that land.

Harold Woodland was born and raised on the dry land place. He spent all
his life in this valley. His parents were Calvin and Nellie Woodland. Harold
had three sisters: Josephine, Dorothy, and Ruby, also a half brother. All
went to school at Echo Dell for the first eight grades. After the eighth grade
they went into Weiser to high school.

Harold married Hazel Smith in 1940. She was the daughter of Elmer and
Grace Smith who lived down the river toward Weiser. The first big house off
the Weiser River Road and next to the PI&N line was the Smith family home. The
C. Ted Smith family lives there now. Hazel's grandfather helped build the PRIN
line railroad which goes through the Lower Crane Creek Valley and in the early
days went as far as New Meadows. He had to be an "0ld Timer" in this area for
that railroad had been built as far as Middle Valley (Midvale) by 1899.

Hazel went to school as Jeffreys School at the mouth of Mann Creek through
the eighth grade. She graduated from Weiser High School then went on to
Lewiston Normal where she got her teaching certificate. 6he taught at Council
Orchard Schocl for two years where she had all eight grades. When Hazel and
Harold were first married they lived on the old homestead on the dry land. Rod
was born there. In 1950 when Rod was three they bought the river property
where they live now. The roads in this area were gravelled which made it
easier to get in and out to schools and town. In the wet weather roads were
. almost impassable on the dry land place. _

When Harold and Hazel bought their place on the river there was an old
building made of sod blocks which was about to fall down. The date "13900" was



carved into some of the wood. They bought the property from a Mr. Wulf.
However , old records show it was first homesteaded by A. T. Jennings. An old
survey map dated 1899 shows a house owned by a "Mr, Kruse" on that property.
It may be the old sod house that remained when Harold and Hazel bought the
place. Kruse probably did not prove up on the property--at least it was not
recorded in his name.

Harold and Hazel have ranched all their lives. They have always run
Hereford cattle and raised hay and grain. For a few years they raised a few
quarter horses. Harcld's brand was called the triangle J--- , and Rod’s is the
numeral seven---7. Ranching was not the only activity that Harold participated
in. He became a well-known auctioneer, and "called" at many local and civic
functions. He also worked at the sale barn and became a State Brand Inspector
in his later years.

Hazel also had activities away from the ranch. For many years she was a
teller at a local bank. They both participated in local rodeos. Harold took
part in the calf roping event and Hazel was secretary. '

Rod went to Jeffreys School through the eighth grade, then to Weiser High
School. He spent two years at Treasure Valley Junior College in Ontario,
Oregon. He is following his father's footsteps in many ways. He worked with
his father ranching, and when Harold passed away took over the operation of the
ranch. Rod is active in community affairs. He has been a board member of the
local ASCS for several years, and has served as chairman of that Board. In
18987 he is president of the local cattlemen’s association. Rod has a full time
helper in his wife, Jessee. She loves ranch life and helps with all aspects of
it. She loves horses and and does a considerable amount of riding. Both Rod
and Jessee participate in rodeos. The two of them take part in the team roping
event. Jessee loves animals and raises a few sheep as her own pet project. In
the summers and on holiday vacations Rod's son, Tyler, who is a teenager spends
time on the ranch. Tyler wants to be a rancher like his dad. If that happens
he will be the fifth generation in the Woodland family to be a rancher in this
valley--- if this ranch still exists when he grows up. Rod and Jessee alsc have
a new addition to their family, CharleeAnn Lynn Woodland, born July 23, 1987.

From the Woodland home, if a person looks southeast he will see a hill or
butte which stands out from the others. It is called Molly's Butte. The road
to the Woodland’s dry land goes across that Butte. It is one of the few points
that will not be covered by water if the proposed Galloway Project goes
through. In the early days that land was covered with Buckbrush and bunch
grass with lots of cheat grass which made for good cattle grazing. In the
early 1940's a couple of range fires burned off much of the range land in this
valley. Since then there has been no more huckbrush, and the main feed for
cattle is medusahead rye, an undesirable grass.

Hazel recalled the ice jam that took out the Presley Bridge in 1978 or
1979. About 5:00 in the morning she heard a loud roar. That was the ice going
out. When she left for work a little before 8:00 she noticed big chunks of ice
across the road where Bear Creek Road and Lower Crane Road come together.

Then she noticed there wasn't even a bridge. It had been carried down stream
several miles by the ice and flood waters. Hazel had to take Bear Creek Road
up to the mercury mine then down through the Cove to get to work in Weiser.

The Presley Bridpe was out almost a year before the county got around to
replacing the section that went out with another section. That was a hard year
on all residents of Lower Crane. It seemed to take so much longer to get to an
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from work.

The river did one of its old tricks again in February of 1982, Waters
from Crane Creek Reservoir plus heavy run-off took out two bridpes on Crane
Creek-~-one near Skow’s ranch and the other on the north tributary at the mouth
of the creek near Chrestesen’'s ranch. The National Guard was called out by then
Governor Evans. The Guards planned to put in a portable bridge on that north
tributary, but when they started across the remaining bridge with their tank,
the bridge broke, and the tank went into the main channel of Crane Creek. The
men had a difficult time getting out of the tank because of the swift current.
Now the valley north of Crane Creek was isolated!

Ice and high water seem to be a freguent event in this valley. Apgain in
February 1986 ice and high water closed the Presley Bridge for a short time.
Fortunately, the water went around the bridge on the east side releaving the
pressure and saving the bridge. Many fences next to the river were taken out
and huge chunks of ice were left as a reminder of Nature's strength.

THE SKOW FAMILY

When a person enters the valley from the south, crosses the Presleay
Bridge, and continues north on Lower Crane Road he will come to a fork in that
road where there is one lonesome cottonwood tree and a creek---First Creek.
Take the right fork and follow First Creek up the hill and down. Cross Crane
Creek , and after passing an old barn, turn left on a lane that takes off to the
west. You have entered the SKow Ranch-—-home of Kenny and RaNae Skow. They
raise fine registered Hereford bulls. Once a year in February they have a bull
sale in their big, new, covered arena. Ranchers from miles around come to buy
their bulls. '

Kenny and RaNae have lived on this ranch since the early 19680's.. Both are
local people having grouwn up in the Weiser area. Kenny's parents, Morgan and
Anna Skcw, had a cattle/grain ranch in the Cove just south of Lower Crane
Yalley. Kenny grew up on that ranch. His brother, Pete, still lives on the
old home place. RaNae's parents, Jack and Ina Mae Hand, had a ranch just north
of Park Street east of Weiser. Both Kenny and RaNae went to Weiser schools.
After graduating from Weiser High School Kenny continued his education at Boise
Junior College.

Before he started ranching Kenny worked for a few years at mining. The
old mercury mine which is located southeast of the valley was completely
remodeled in the late 19%0°’s. Kenny worked there as a miner. A couple of
years later he worked in a mine in New Mexico. Kenny and RaNae were married
during this time period. Their oldest daughter, Jackie, was born in Grant, New
Mexico. A year or so later they started ranching on Crane Creek. Their
vourgest daughter, Anna Mae, was born in Weiser after they started ranching.

The "0ld Judd Place" as their ranch is known, wasn't new to Kenny. In the
early 1950's he came to the Judd ranch to 4-H meetings. He was well acquainted
with Quincy and Lillian Judd from whom the ranch was bought. The Judds weren’t
the first owners of that property. The first homesteader was William R.
Aldridge who homesteaded the dry land on June Z8, 1803. He purchased 160 acres
at a price of $1.25 per acre. On October 2, 1908, a deed was filed showing
Aldridge and his wife, Rbse, had made full payment on that property. The
abstract states that "By order of Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United
States and by F. N. McKean, Secretary. OC. H. Brush, Recorder of the General



Land Office". Mr. Aldridge may have been a land speculator for on July 1,
1903, a warranty deed was filed selling that property to William Theurer, his
wife Annie, and to Benjamin Gamm, unmarried, for $1500. The property remained
with the Theurer family for.many years.

William and Annie Theurer had five daughters---Anna Theurer, Alma Theurer
Solders, Esther Theurer Buyny, Gertrude Theurer Kelley, annd Lillian Theurer
Judd. They also had a son, Oscar William, but he died at the age of tuwelve.
They all grew up on the Crane Creek homestead and went to school at Echo Dell
which was just across Crane Creek from their home. William Theurer died
September 3, 1834. According to local lore he had been very ill for a long
time. One day he took his gun, went down Crane Creek west of the house and
hanged himself. His gun was never found. After his death the property went to
his wife, Annie. Besides the home place Annie filed on 160 acres in her own
name. There were many property changes in the next few years. The old
abstract shows several mortgages made. Some were paid off. After a time the
property actually went to Washington County in lieu of taxes. The Theurer
family regained it, and after Anna died April 7, 1951, the estate was divided
among the girls.

Probation of the estate of Anna P. Theurer was filled May 22, 1951. The
market value of the property at that time was $6,350. A daughter, Esther P.
Buyny, was appointed administratrix of the estate April 26, 1951. At that time

there were four heirs. Evidently the oldest girl, Anna, was deceased. The
remaining heirs were: Alma E. Solders of Culdesac, Idaho; Esther P. Buyny of
Weiser, Idahos Gertirude C. Kelley of Weiser and Lillian A. Judd of Weiser.
(At this writing Lillian A. Judd and Esther P. Buyny Hetrick (Mrs. Gene
Hetrick) are the only ones still living. "Gertie passed away July 30,

1986).

After the probation was settled the property was sold to Morgan Skow. A
Quit Claim Deed filed March 21, 1955, gave the M. Skows ownership. Morgan
Skow is deceased, and Kenny and RaNae are now the owners. Lillian and Quincy
Judd lived where Kenny and RaNae live. However, the old house burned down and
Kenny and RaNae built the one now standing. Another sister, Alma, was married
to Karl Solders whose family lived where Darrel Clapp lives today. It was
called the "0Old Solders Place" after Homer Solders. Later Alma and Karl
Solders moved to Culdesac, Idaho. ‘

Although the original homestead that was filed upon was 160 acres, by the
time all transactions were made over the years from 1903 to the present many
property changes have taken place. The Skow family has acquired more land
until they now own B30 acres. Recently they purchased the land that is known
as the "Old George Harris Place". It is located on the south side of
the county road extending from Rod Woodland's corner east and including land
where the old Echo Dell school stood. It joins Clarence Chrestesen’s property
on the south. There is a large white two story house on it. The land has been
leveled and improved considerably from the days when it was first homesteaded.
It is now gravity irrigated with gated pipe. Kenny raises hay and grain on it.
RaNae helps to irrigate the crops. This land has gone through several hands
since the land was first patented by E. H. Wilburn in October, 1808. George
Harris, son of James Norman Harris-- the first settler in the valley, owned it.
Later Ralph Lyle, Mike Broomhall ,and Lee Graham owned it. Finally, in the late
1970"s Kenny Skow purchased it from Greg Graham. The land just east of the hig
white house is where Echo Dell School was located. Skows own the 40 acres



across the road from the hig white house. It was originally part of the Qld
George Kiser Place, and was part of the Greg Graham purchase.

In the early days (1910 - 1928) the land on First Cresk was irrigated from
a flume which carried water from Crane Creek Reservoir. GSome of that land was
homesteaded by the Theuer family. The flume was wooden, made from tung and
groove red fir. Kenny’s grandfather, Pete March, helped build that flume. The
high cost of maintenance made the flume a short-lived project. Rocks would
roll into it'from the hills. Also wood in a flume must be kept wet at all
times., If it dries out it will leak. Both happenad to that old flume. When
it was abandoned in the 1820°s all the neighhbors in the area scavengered the
boards from the flume. Many of the old barns and sheds were built from those
old boards. Very few if any of those old buildings remain standing today.

Ranching was not the only agricultural activity in Lower Crane Valley. In
the early 1900°s crchards showed much promise in Washington County. This
valley was no exception. An advertisement in the local newspaper  THE WEISER
AMERICAN, dated August 13, 1913, is as follows: "Our Crane Creek Peaches, the
kind with flaver” Gamm and Theuer Crane Creek Ranch, Idaho”. One would wonder
what kind of condition ripe peaches would be in after going over bumpy roads
for 14 miles by horsa and wagon to get to Weiser! Or were they put on the
"Galloping Goose” on the PEIN line at Presley Station and taken to town?

The Skow family has been active in many community affairs. HKenny was
County Commissioner for two terms which ended in 1884, He was also active in
the Washington County Fair, as a member of the Board. Both RaNae and Kenny
have worked with their two girls in 4-H projects. They have helped ithem shouw
their animals and have taken part in horsemanship activities and parades. At
this writing both girls are away from home with careers of their own. Kenny
and RaNae manage the ranch by themselves with only occasional help from the
girls. ’ '

THE MADDOX FAMILY

If a person takes the east fork of Lower Crane Road at the Y, travels north
up over the hill and down, crosses Crane Creek, and continues to the northern
most point in that road he will notice a lane that takes off to the east toward
the Crane Creek Canyon. That lane leads to the Maddox Ranch--the first house
on the left, and the home of Dwight and Marjory Maddox.

Dwight and Marjory bought their first 4@ acres in the valley in August,
1856, Their third child, David Logan, was on the way and Duwight didn’'t want 1o
live in town any longer--especially when Marjory wouldn't be working. Dwight
had looked at the properiy several years before. Now in 19586 it was for sale.
Harvey and Cleo Johnson owned the property at that time, and their son-in-law
and daughter lived there. The place was known as the old William Kiser place.
William was the son of Alice and George Kiser who patented the adjoining land
on the west. William had patented that 40 acre parcel in 1912, In 1856 the
Maddox's neighbor on the west was Joe Kelsheimer. Jim Harris lived to the east
on the Hot Springs preperty now owned by Greg Graham.

Since that time the Maddox family has added several other parcels of land
in Lower Crane Creek valley to their holdings. They own 40 acres patented by
James Knee'which is just south of the William Kiser property. David Maddox’'s
house is located on that place also an old barn. When the Maddox family came
some of the Knee family still lived there. Two Knee family children are buried



above the Dwight Maddox housa.

Another 4@ acres south of the Knee propety was homesteaded by $S. W.
Woodland in 1907 and is part of the Maddox property. Just south of that
property John Pierce homesteaded 16@ acres. The north half of that property is
part of Maddox holdings. There are two grave on that property--those of two
Piece children.

Before the Maddox family came to the valley their house was located above
the irrigation ditch. Everrett Purcell lived in it in the early days. In the
early 195Q0's it was moved to its present location by Morgan Skow and his son
Kenny and some of the neighbors. The house was pretty much torn up from that
move when the Maddox's moved in. Although there was sheet rock there, it
reeded to be put up. One could see right through the walls into the kitchen.
That winter the temperature was twenty degrees helow zero! It must have been
pretty uncomfortable--and that was the winter that David Lopgan was a tiny baby.

Dwight and Marjory have three children. Keith Alan was born June 1, 1945,
Vicki Lyn was born July &, 1950, and David Logan January 18, 1857. All three
live in Texas at this writing. Keith and David are associated with selling
Tony Lama cowboy boots. Vicki works for a radio station. Up until last year
David ranched with his father. It remains to be seen whether in later years he
will follow in his father’s footsteps. »

Dwight and Marjory are old timers in Washington County. They hoth grew up
in the Mann Creek area. Marjory is the daughter of Seth Thomas Hust and Laura
Maude Coats Hust. She went to school at the Deer Creek School out of Mann
Creek. Dwight is the son of Ora Logan Maddox and Treasure Sevey Maddox. He
attended Saling, Catrock and Sunnyside schools. Catrock, which is at the
northern end and on the west side of Lower Crane Valley, was familiar to him as
he was growing up.

The Maddox family runs a sizable string of commercial cows. Their cattle
are easy to distinguish from those of other ranchers. That is important since
they run in-common with other cattlemen on Hitt Mountain above Mann Creek
during the summer grazing season. Their brand is the Bar EX (the bar is above
the EX). Also a wattle hangs down on each cow's neck which makes them more
gasily identified. For many years Dwight has ridden for the Hitt Mountain
Cattlemen’'s Association. His greatest love is to ride a horse and herd cattle
on that mountain.

Ranching and cowboying are a way of life for both Marjory and Dwight
Both like nothing better than to ride a horse. In the early days Dwight made
quite a name for himself in the rodeo circuit. The first time he ever entered
into rodeo competition was in 1932 when he was 14 years old. He entered the
brone riding contest at Cambridge and came in second. I{ cost him one dollar
te enter and he won twelvel In 1946 he earned "first all around cowboy title”
at the Weiser Roundup. This article appeared in the SIGNAL AMERICAN August 22,
1946, "Dwight Maddox of Weiser walked off with top honors for the three night
Round~up held in Weiser last week with a first place in the Brahma bull riding,
a second in bulldogging and a third in bronc riding". :

In 1949 Duwight and Marjory pulled a horse trailor to %t. Paul, Minnesota,
New York and Boston to compete. In 1954 they rode the streamliner to New York
City where Dwight participated at Madison Square Gardens. :

' For many years Marjory worked for Mountain Bell Telephone Company. When
she -first started they lived in Midvale, and Marjory had to drive over Midvale
Hill to get to work in Weiser--that can be quite a challenge in the winter.




Later the telephone office was moved to Payette. She was office manager while
in Payette. In the early 188B0°'s Marjory retired from Mountain Bell. Since
then she has been active in helping Dwight on the ranch. She keeps the books,
helps with outdoor chores when needed, helps move the cattle to and from summer
range, and makes sure the "crew" is well fed. Marjory also participates in
community affairs., &She is past president of the Shamrock Club and has been a
member of the Business and Professional Women's Organization in Payette for
many years.

Memorias of Rodeo Days are creatively displayed in the home of Dwight and
Marjory. Their home is an expression of western living. Pictures of bronc
riding, bull riding, roping and all the family members who took part, decorate
their home. The front door bears their brand--bar EX--carved and glassed in.
The wood burning stove is decorated with a cowboy riding a bull--that cowboy is
Dwight!

THE PRESLEY PLACE

The "0ld Presley Place”, now owned by Darral A. Marvin, is the first
property on the south end of Lower Crane Creek Valley. Land that makes up that
property is located on both sides of the Weiser River.

The land on the west side of the river was first patented by John W. Lane.
This land is located in Sections 23,24,25, and 2b6 of Township 1! North, Range 4
Wast Boise Meridian. He got a patent on 160 acres in 13904 and patent on another
16@ acres in 1907. Theodore Roosevelti’s name was on the patent.

John W. Lane and his wife, Victoria A. Lane, uwere in the valley several
years before 1904 when they got patents on their land. On November 11, 1892,
Mr. Lane filed on an irrigation ditch called “Lane Ditch which carried 1000
inches of water with a velocity of one foot per second. The headngate was
located on the west side of the Weiser River four rods below the mouth of Crane
Creek , thence along the base of the mountain in a southeast direction to the
canyon and to the middle ford in the canyon and opposite the head gate of the
Durbin ditch". This information was later incorporated in the water
adjudication case of John T. Muir v.s. William Allison (June 2@, 1321) when
water of the Weiser River and all iis tributaries was adjudicated.

The John W. Lane family was listed in both the 1900 and 1310 census. Mr.
Lane was born August, 1855, in Iowa. In 1900 he was 45 years old. His wife,
Victoria, was born in March, 1875, in Missouri. In 1900 she was 25. They had
four children in 1800. A son, Louis, born in March, 1891, was 9 in 15286. A
daughter, Hazel, born April, 1893, was 7. A son, John, horn July, 1894, was §.
A daughter, Francis, born January, 1898, was 2 in 1900. In 1810 three other
children were aded to the family list. Three daughters, Carrie, age 91 Della,
age 4; and Bessie, age & months. All the children were born in Idaho.

Thomas Lane and his wife, Annie, patented 160 acres of land on the east
.side. of the river irn 1908. That land lies on Bear Creek. He and his family
were listed in the 1910 census. Thomas was 34 years old in 1910. His wife,
Anna, was 32. They had four children: a son, Edgar, age 12; a daughter, Ruth,
age 10; a. son, Wiley, age 43 and & son, Vincent, age 1@ months, It would
appear from these statistics and information on the abstracts that Thomas was a
close relative of John W. Lane. Also information on their land transactions
are very similar. : ‘ :

In 1315 F. H. MacDonald and his wife, Carrie E. MacDonald, purchased both



Lane properties. They also patented another 120 acres in 1919. President
Woodrow Wilson’s name is on that patent. The MacDonalds were named in two
important water rights cases. In the John T. Muir v.s. William Allison case
which adjudicated water in the Weiser River and all its tributaries, C. E.
MacDonald was adjudicated 56 inchés of high water on the hasis of five-eigths
(5/8) of an inch to the acre, and 34 inches of low water on the basis of
five-eigths inch per acre based on the date July 2, 1881. That case was dated
June 20, 1821. ' :

The second case, a decree dated June 10, 1922, was in regard to the Crane
Creek Irrigation District which has been formed June 24, 1909. That decree
adjudged that F. H. MacDonald had 8.5 irrigable acres for which he was assessed
$420.75 at a rate per acre of $49.58. That decree is filed in the Book of
Judgments in the Washington County Courthouse. A copy is also in the abstract.
Times were hard for farmers/ranchers in the Crane Creek Valley during this
period, and the high cost of water must have made it even harder for them.

' The Federal lLand Bank of Spokane held a mortgage on the John W. Lane
property taken out by Frederick H. and Carrie E. MacDonald. On March 27,
1927, the bank forced sale on the MacDonalds. A sheriff’s sale {took place on
November 15, 1927. .

Shortly after the sherriff's sale the Presley family came intae the
picture. In April 1929, Frank Theron Presley, his wife Catherine Marie Downey
Presley, and his son, William Patrick Presley, his wife, Fannie Judd Presley,
bought the John W. Lane properiy. A warranty deed was issued to them by the
Federal Land Bank in December 1945.

The Thomas Lane property on Bear Creel remained in the hands of Victoria
Larne until 1941 when a Quit Claim deed was filed to Vernon and Ruth Wilburn.
It then went to W. B. Wilburn and Hazel Willburn. Catherine Presley purchased
that property in 1348. ‘

The Presley family was associated with Lower Crane Creek Valley for over
thirty years. Their name has become synonymous with the railroad crossing and
the bridge—--both just east of the house.

At one time the bridge across the river was known as the Weiser River
Bridge. After the Presley family came, it became known as the Presley Bridge,
and the railroad crossing as the Presley Crossing. In the 1830's and 1840°s
there was a railroad station close by the bridge known as Preslay Station.
Farmers in the neighborhood would bring their cream and other farm products to
the staion. The train would pick up that produce and deliver it to businesses
in Weiser who bought it for resale. Vivienne Dickerson, only child of William
and Fanny Presley, described the station as a three sided shelter with a roof,
The "Galloping Goose", the train that served on the old P&IN line (now Union
FPacific), was described as a one-car unit made up of an engine passenger car
and transport car all in one. Neighbors who wanted to go to town for business
or shopping rode their horses to the station, tied them up or put them in
Presley's barn, and caught the train. The Galloping Goose made one round trip
per day. It went up to New Meadows in the morning and came back in the
afternoon. Most of the people would catch it in the afternoon, do their
shopping, stay overnight and catch the train back the next morning. O0ld Bill
Roney was the engineer on the Galloping Goose for many years. He was well
known in the area. ‘ .

Frank Presley, William’s father, worked for a construction company that
installed water pipe--The National Tank and Pipe Coompany. This company put in




the old flume that carried water from the Crane Creek Reservoir io the mouth of
the canyon. Frank Presley worked on that flume. He also followed that company
to other areas to construct water projects. His wife, Catherine, was a
practical nurse. She went to the homes of ailing patients and took care of
them. They lived at the Crane Creek ranch between jobs.

’ William and Fanny Presley started farming in Lower Crane Creek about 133@.
A plan put out by the Soil Conservation Service which analy:zed the so0il on this
property and gave recommendations on raising crops and land management is dated
- 18930. William raised hay and grain. He ran white faced cattle, and had a few
chickens and pigs. He also worked away from the ranch to make exira money. He
worked on construction jobs with his father and learned that trade. This
experience helped him understand irrigation systems. He traded his water
rights in the Weiser River for storage rights in Crane Cresek Reservoir, then
installed an irrigation system to bring Crane Creek water to his land. He
had 250 acre feet of storage water from his water exchange.

Fanny Presley made a home for her family in their house nestled against
the western hills and not far from the river. Vivienne, their only child, was
born in Weiser and grew up on the Crane Creek farm. She went to school at Echo
Dell. Fanny, who was a creative seamsiress, made a small saddle for Vivienne
so that she could ride her horse to school. It was a three and one-half mile
trip--one way--to school. Many social activities took place at Echo Dell
5chool. There were couniry dances, school socials;, and many other community
activities associated with the school. Vivienne recalled some of the early
teachers. Merle Baker was one of the early teachers. Both Muriel Mickey
Dudgeon and Ina Potter taught there before 1941, Irene Sipes taught there.

She and her hushband, Roy, lived in a tent next to the school. Mrs. Eula

(Lula?) Lippert, Nancy Purcell and Louella McGee also were teachers at Echo
Dell--the latter two between 13945-18950.

In March, 1951, the Presleys sold their property to C. F. Burger and his
wife, Daisy Burger, but got it back again in October 1852, In 1859 William and
Fanny sold to George A. Shoemaker and Lucille Shoemaker. The Shoemakers lived
on the property until March 1964 when Lewis and Vivienne Fresley Dickerson
bought it. In April, 1965, Darral A. Marvin and his wife, Barbhara, bought the
property. They are the present ouners.

After selling in 1959, William and Fanny Presley retired. They bought a
house in Weiser and lived there until Fanny passed away in 1980 and William in
1984.

The present owner is Darral A. Marvin and his wife, Barbara J. Marvin.
They bought the place in 1966. They are absentee owners and live in Lewiston,
Idaha. Off and on a relative will live on the place and operate it. During
the year of 1984-85, Doyle Marvin, Darral’s son, lived on the place and ran
cattle. During that period they made several improvements to the property. A
pivot irrigation system was installed on the high land on the east side of the
river, and alfalfa was planted. They also built cross fences, and improved the
irrigation system on the bottom land on the west side of the river.

The rampaging Weiser River has had an effect on the Presley Place. Often
in February when the ice goes out of the river that area is flooded. An item
in the Fehruary 2, 1961, edition of the WEISER SIGNAL states: “"Before the
‘break up of ice at the Presley bridge Tuesday evening about 7:30 or 8 p.m. the
ice had backed water under the railroad bridge deep into the corrals at George
A. Shoemaker ranch home. Ten small calves were removed from hip-deep water and



temporarily placed in the Shoemaker yard. About two inches of water seeped
into the basement of the home". "County equipmenti opered up the eastern exit
of the bridge so the six children of the three families who lived on that side,
(east) the Maddox, Woodland and Purcell families could go to school".

In 1878 or 79 ice did take the Presley Bridge out. Water and ice carried
the eastern section of that bridge several miles down-stream and deposited it
in a field belonging to Ralph Lyle. It took several months to get that section
of the bridge replaced. During that time the "locals" were inconvenienced by
having to drive through the Cove to get to Weiser.

Again on February 3, 1886, the ice went out, jammed against the bridge,
and forced the water to go around. It ruined the hay stack on the east side of
the river, and flooded the yard and corrals on the west side. Fortunately, the
bridge was not damaged, but it was closed for about two days. Again the
neighbors had to drive through the Cove to get to toun.

THE TALLENT FAMILY

When a person enters Lower Crane Creek Valley at the Presley Bridge and
continues north on Lower Crane Road, crosses First Creek, then Crane Creek,
and coritinues on the county road to its end, he will come to the T & D
Ranch~-home of Jack and Irene Tallent. They are late comers to the valley
having bought their property in the fall of 1969. Their property joins the
Woodland's on the south and Skow’s on the east.

Much of the early history of the Valley centered around pioneers who
homasteaded this ranch. 0One of the first settlers in the area was a Mr. Kelly.
He was the great grandfather of Clark and Orval Purcell from whom the Tallents
bought their property. He didn’t prove up on the land, but an uncle, Oren H.
Furcell did. A Mr. Daugherty was another settler who was here early. An 1899
survey map locates the Daugherty home. He didn't prove up either, and QOrval A,
Purcell, Clark and Orval's father, bought the property. Orval A. and his wife,
Mary Harris Purcell, lived on the Daugherty property which lies just helow the
hill where the cottonwood trees still stand. An old cellar still exists near
where their house stood. The old house burned down November 17, 1958, as
reported in the Weiser paper " A fire destroyed the home of Orval Purcell and
his mother Mary Purcell. Nothing was saved but one small trunk. Mrs. Purcell
had just finished papering her living room. She escaped with only clothes she
was wearing. 5he and her son Orval are living in tents with only camping
equipment”. The Shamrock Club, a community service organization, had a shower
for them and gave them a new set of dishes (as recordered in their minutes).
Orval, Mary’'s son, built the present house where the Tallents live.

Mary Harris Purcell was the daughter of James Norman Harris who
homesteaded the place where Clarence Chrestesen lives tooday. He was the very
first homesteader in the Valley. According to Judge Harris, who wrote THE
HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, "The first permanent settlers on the Weiser, were
William and Nancy Logan, and the latter's brother J. N. (Norm) Harris". They
were here in the fall of 1863 when coperation of Olds Ferry began. Mrs. Logan
was a great Aunt of Orval and Clark Purcell. The son of Mr. and Mrs. Logan,
Bill Logan, was the first white child born in Weiser. The date when Harris
came to the Valley is not known, but he filed on his Lower Crane property in
1802 and got a patent in 1887. Very likely he was here many years before that.

Forty acres of land across the river from the Harold Woodland. ramch was
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homesteaded by A. T. Jennings and later became part of 0. A. Purcell’s
property. The other sighty acres homesteaded by A. T. Jennings now belongs to
the Woodlands. The 160 acres which joins Woodlands on the south was first:
homesteaded by George Triplow. He built the big two-siory house that still
remains--although in very run-down condition. The Triplow family sold out to
the Kendall family. They lived on the property for a few years, but had a
mortgage with Union Central Life Insurance Company. Theay couldn’t make a go of
it and lost the property to that company. E. N. Harris, or Boge as he uwas
called, bought the 0ld Triplow place from the insurance company. Today the
Tallents call that property the 0ld Boge Harris Place.

Andrew L. Van Lewen homesteaded land adjoining the Triplow place on the
north and east of the county road. He had 120 acres just across from the old
Clark Purcell house. That propety was later bought by Boge Harris and is also
part of what the Tallents call the 0ld Boge Harris place.

" West of the Van Lewen property a James S. Atkinson homesteaded 16@ acres.
There are still remains of an old rock house or cellar just under the hill nexti
to the river. He was interested in mining and had a tunnel into the hillside
on the west side of the river. Rock remains of an old building still exit on
that side of the river. All this property later became part of the
Purcell place. ' :

Orval A. Furcell and Mary Harris Purcell were the parents of Orval and
Clark Purcell from whom the Tallents bought their property. They also had two
girls.  Etta Purcell Arncld was the oldest child. She moved away and spent
most of her adult years in the Seattle area. She was the only one of the four
children to get a college education, a Home Economics degree. Orval was the
second child. He farmed and ranched on the home place. His wife, 0Ollie
Umbarger, is still living. They both loved horses and did lots of riding which
included riding on the Forest Reserve for the cattle associaticon. Nora Purcell
Pounds was the third child. She lived on Mann Cresk for many years. Both
girls attended the Intermountain Institute where they got their high school
education. Errnest Clark Purcell is the youngest child of Orval and Mary
Purcell. He and his wife, Mary Lou Chrestesen Purcell (daughter of Martha
Chrestesen), lived in the little white house just north of the mail box until
the Tallents bought the property. Now they live west of Weiser on the flat.
Clark worked for the Washington County Road Department for many vears. He is
now retired. Clark and Mary Lou have four children: Jo Ann Craig who lives in
Midvale, Maggie who lives in the Weiser area, Vernon who lives in Oregon, and
Fatty who lives in socuthern Idaho.

Both Orval and Clark Purcell attended Echa Dell School for the first eight
grades of their schooling. Orne of their old school mates was Clarence
Chrestesen.

Continuing north from the lower Purcell property, the land between the
lower fence line and the upper fence line was homesteaded by Jenny Williams and
har hushand Willis. That property now belongs to the Phil Soulen family. The
home site for the Jenny Williams property was just south of the gate to the
Tallents upper property. It is located on a creek which bears her name. Jenny
Williams' house was located by the lone tree that still stands. Remains of an
old well and cellar are still apparent. This was a gra:zing homestead.

On entering the gate to the upper property, you come to land first
homesteaded by John Zumwalt. There is a grove of trees and an excellent spring
on this property. A stream flows through with water vear round. The rolling



hills have rich scil that was once farmed. According to the book, THEY DARED
70 DREAM by Fern Trull, in August 1899 "track laying on the new PRIN Railroad
was completed to the Zumwalt place at the mouth of the Weiser River Canyon...",
50 we know the Zumwall family was here at an early date. That land was later
owned by Marion Kiser, then Jim Knee, and finally by Orval Purcell. The
Tallents call it the Lower Kiser Place.' Continuing north and joining the lower
Kiser place is the Upper Kiser Place, It was homesteaded by Charlie Kiser. It
also has an &xcellent spring and there is a grove of trees--locust and other
varieties. There are 200 acres of land in the Charlie Kiser place. Joining on
the east, Gre 280 acres homesteaded by Alice Kiser, Charlie and Marion’s
mother. The Charlie Kiser land was later sold to a Mr. Fields and then to
Orval Purcell. All that land is now Tallent property.

Charlie and Clara Fiser who homesteaded the upper Kiser place had nine
children; Nell Kiser Guiver, Chuck, Bob, Leonard, Ellen, Ann Kiser Nielsen,
Esther Kiser Baker, and Jerry. One other child died on the homestead. Only
four are s5till living at this writing-—--Nell, Leonard, Ann and Esther. Clare
Barlow Kiser was an aunt of Harold Woodland's—-his mother and Mrs. Kiser were
sisters.

After Charlie and Clara sold their homestead in the Lower Crane Creek
Valley they moved to the Crystal area south of Weiser. Esther, their youngest
daughter, went to high school in Payette at the same time as the writer of this
history also attended. :

Joseph Kiser, a brother of Charlie and Marion, homesteaded part of the
elbow just south of the Charlie Kiser land. The Soulen family owns that
property now. James Lewallen homestsaded the rest of the elbow west of Charlie
Kiser and Joseph Kiser. That 160 acres is alsc owned by the Soulen family.

Marion Kiser, who bought the Zumwalt homestead and for whom the Lower
Kiser place is named, had a short life. He was found dead on the countiy road
rnear the gate to the Woodland property and the 0ld Boge Harris land. Evidently
he had been thrown from his horse. He died of a skull fracture. There are
whispers among the locals that it may not have been an accident!

His wife, Agnes, later married Bill Kiser his brother. William, or Bill as he
was called, had a homestead on the esast end of the valley. Dwight Maddox now
owns that property.

Remains of three early landmarks are still visible next to the river on
the Purcell homestead. On the east side of the river there is an old concrete
abuttment for an old geological survey guaging station. It is dated 1932.
There is also a concrete abuttment for an old swinging bridge just north of the
guaging station dated 8~6-32. Parts of the pulley and cable are still attached
to the steel loop that held the cable. Across the river on the west side,
iremains of an old concrete grain storage bin are still visible. Grain was
transported from the farms on the west side of the river to the bin then
shipped on the P&IN line to market. '

In the early days families who homesteaded on the high hills on the wast
side of the river grew acres and acres of grain.  The old Erickson place is
visible from the Tallent's home. Another homestead on that side of the river
belonged to a family named Sommerville. Their children came down the ravine,
crossed the river on the swinging bridge, and went to Echo Dell School.

The lay of the land has changed since the Tallents bought the property.
Several fields that were farmed in the early days have heen leveled so they
gravity irrigate much better. The plateau nortih of Clark’s house and westi of




the lane which had been used as a pasture has been leveled.

The main irrigation canal which was put in early in the 1800’s has been _
extended so that all the leveled land can be gravity irrigated. The rolling
hills that were dry land farmed in the early days are now watered with
sprinklers. Water for those hills is pumped from a sump next to the drainage
ditch below Clark’s house and corrals. A big diesel pump is used to pump the
water.

Improvements have also been made to the living/working quarters. Both
Clark’s and Orval's houses have been enlarged. Water and bathroom plumbing
have been installed. A shop area and a loafing shed have also been installed.

The Tallents run approximately 180 head of Black Angus cattle. Their
brand is called the T&D which is formed by a large capital T joined by a
smaller capital D on the right stem of the T. The T is for Tommy, Jack and
Irene’s san, and D is for Dorothy, their daughter.

THE GRAHAM FAMILY

In the early 1970's Greg Graham and his father, lLee, bought the holdings
of Mike Broomhall. They consisted of the 0ld George Kiser place, the 0ld
beorge Harris place, and the hot springs first homesteaded by J.J. Hansen.

Greg and Connie and children lived on the 0Old George Kiser place-—-at -that time
known as the Solders place. That place was originally homesteaded hy Kiser in
1906. Lee lived on the 0ld George Harris place in the two-story white house on
the south side of Lower Crane Road, and just west of where Echo Dell School had
been located. This place had originally been homesteaded by E. H. Wilburn in
1508.

At this writing Darrel Clapp lives where Greg lived. Kenny Skow ouwns the
land where Lee Graham lived. Greg still has the hot springs property. After
he sold his other property to Mike Leep in the early 1980's, he built a new log
house at the hot springs. He still has that land.

The hot springs is a vary -interesting geological site. Hot mineral waters
come out of the ground hot encugh to scald a chicken. Legend has it that hogs
were scalded and butchered there in the early days. The area was frequented by
Indians in pre-white man days. Many artifacts have been found. One huge rock
that is still there appears to have a pictograph of a deer painted on it.

In the days of the early homesteaders, it appears that the hot springs
were used as a resort. This article appeared in the WEISER SIGNAL dated July
21-25, 1911, "Mrs. H. R. Warner went to Hanson Hot Springs, near the mouth of
GCrane Creek, Tuesday where she will remain for several days". This article was
a part of a list of Weiser people who were going on summer outings.

In later vears E. N. "Boge" Harris had the hot springs. He bought it for
taxes. Local folk lore indicates that he had a still for making whiskey hidden
in a gulch up the canyon from ithe hot sprlngs That gulch is still called
Whiskey Gulch.

At this writing, Greg is trying to develop the hot springs. He has
several ideas. It remains to be seen what the outcome will be. In the
meantime, he enjoys ranch life. He like to.rodeo, and rides the bulls for a
hobby. He runs a few head of cattle, and has several horses. His brand is the
G-3. Lee, Greg's father, passed away in the late 1978's. His ashes are buried
in a little cemetary not far from Greg’'s house. Greg has & strong sentiment
for this pisce of land hecause of his love for his father.



Greg and Connie live in town where they are closer to schools and to her
work. ©She is a technician on the local ambulance. They have five
children--four girls Kim, Kerry, Kelly and Cassie, and one boy Clayton.

The ditch that carries water to much of the valley originates at the hot
springs. A diversion dam forces watar from Crane Creek into the ditch (Lower
Crane Creek Ditch Lateral). It then goes through Maddox property, Clapp
property, Skow property and finally through Tallent property. It waters all
the land on the north side of Crane Creek. Every spring it has to be cleaned
and maintained.

THE CLAPP FAMILY

On the northeast side of Lower Crane Creek Valley, a lane takes off the
county road to the north. Up the lane and next to the irrigation ditch is the
heme of the Darrel Clapp family. This ranch is known as the Lazy A.C. Ranch.
Just north and a little to the east of their house a prominent butte stands
out. It is round, flat topped, and edged with rim-rock. The Crane Creek
Canyon is farther to the east and also is very praminent. '

Darrel and Claudia Clapp bought the Old George Kiser place from Mike and
Janet Leep in 1985. Greg Graham owned it previous to the Leaeps. Clapps are the
latest “"newcomers" in the valley. They moved here from Boise. Darrel still
commutes back and forth to Boise where he works for the Idaho Water Resources
Board. They are in ithe ranching business with Darrel’s half-brother, Ron
Lewis. Ron is from Alaska, and during the fishing season he operates a salmon.
fishing boat off the coast of Alaska. He spends the rest of his time on the
ranch. :

Darrel and Claudia have two teenage children--a boy Jonathan, in high
school and a girl, Jessica, in junior high. They are active in band and other
school activities as well as 4-H. Claudia supportis them in these activities,
She also drives a school bus to help augment the family income.

filthough Darrel grew up on a ranch, this is a new and challenging
adventure. It is a wonderful way of life, but the ranching business is a
challenging one in this day of low agricultural prices. They are planning to
build a cattle herd. A1 present they have several horses and a few head of
cattle.
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THE OLD TIMERS AND HOMESTEARDERS

JAMES NORMAN HARRIS was 'born in 1840. He died January 27, 1320, at the age
of 88 years 11 months and 10 days. He is buried in the Galloway Cemetary.
fccording to Judpe Harris’® HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,
James Norman Harris, or Norm as he was called, came to the Weiser River area in
1863. Along with him came his sister Nancy and soon to be brother-in-law
William Logan. Nancy and William got married in Placerville in the Idaho
Basin, then came back to the Weiser River area. They built a road house of
willows and mud, and waited for Oregon Trail travelers who would be coming that
way to use 0lds Ferry which was to go into operation that fall. They were ithe
first white people in Weiser, and the Logan children the were the first white
children to be born in Weiser. Norm was 24 years old when he came to the
Weiger area and Nancy was 13,

- Norm was one of the first homesteaders in the Lower Crane Valley His
property is now owned by Clarence Chrestesern. Harris filed on that 160 acres
Geptember 12, 1902. The final certificate date was January 17, 1807, and the
patent was issued July 18, 1887. The lenghth of time he lived in this valley
before he filed is not known. The first adjudicated water right out of Crane
Creek was issued to him in 1903.

James Norman Harris was married to Mary "Molly" Kelly. They had four sons:
George W., Jim, Earnesi, and Bird. They had one daughter Mary Harris Purcell
(Mrs. 0. A. Purcell). This family was listed in the 138@ and the 1910 census.
In 1800 it listed: James Harris born March, 1839, in Canada age 61! {(in 1908);
Mary D., wife, bhorn May, 1864, in Iowa age 46 (in 19@0); James H (F?7), son,
born January, 1884, in Idaho age 16 (in 1960); Mary, daughter, born January,
1888, in Idaho age 12 (in 190@0); Zella D., daughter, born March, 1891, in Idaho
age 3 (in 1920); George, son, born December, 1882, in Idaho age 7 (in 1900);
Norman E., son, born March, 1896, in Idaho age 4 (in 1900). The 1910 census
listed: James N., age 713 Mary, wife, age 56; James, age 275 Earnest, age 14;
and Bird, age 5. The older members of the family must have been out on there
owrn by this time. Also in the 1918 census Nancy Logan is listed. She was 65
vears old and lived about three miles up the Weiser River.

7

Mary Harris died November 22, 1915, at the age of 56 years B months and B
days. She is buried in Galloway Cemetary, as is James Norman who died five
years later.

JOHANN P. KRUSE uwas another "0ld Timer" in the area. A land clain on
the Weiser River was filed March 2, 1900, by Mr. Kruse. The following
description was recorded in the POSSESSORY LAND BOOK No. 1 in the Washington
County Court House: NW 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 14; N 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 14; NE 1/4
NE 1/4 Section 15.

M. Kruse was in the valley before 1900. A survey map dated 1899 shows a
house owned by a Mr. Kruse. He did not ’prove up’ so did nct get a patent.
The land where the house stood now is owned by the Harold Woodland family.

A. T. JENNINGS got a patent on 120 acres of this land in August 1804. The
Woodland family now has 8@ acres of that land including the parcel where the
old house stood. A 408 acre parcel on the west went to 0. A. Purcell then to
the Tallents. :




Ancther property recorded and dated Septemher 14, 1896, in the POSSESSORY
LAND CLAIM BOOK No. | shows the following: Unsurveyed § 1/2 5W 1/4 Section 11
N 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 14 of Township 11 N, R 4 WBM except small portion in
northwest corner of said tract (fenced) occupied by H. F. Kelly.

Kruse did not get a patent on any of the land he claimed. The fenced area
occupied by H. F. Kelly was probably patented by George Triplow. That land
went to E. N. Harris then to the Purcells then to Tallents.

The Kruse family was listed in the 18008 census as follows: John P. Kruse
born November, 1851, in Germany age 48 (in 1300); Wife Emma born January, 1887,
in Minnescta age 33 (in 1800) ; son Henry A. born May, 1887, in Washington age
13 (in 1900 );daughter Nettie born August, 1888, in Washington age 11 (in
1900 ) daughter Sadie born April, 1881, in Washington age 9 (in 1900); son
Lauren E. born May, 1893, in Washington age 7 (in 1830@);; son Willis born
April, 1896, in Idaho age 4 (in 1880); daughter Sarah born September,1899, in
Idaho age 1@ months (in 190@). It would appear from this census that the Kruse
family came to the valley between 1833 and April 1896. ,

F. H. KELLY was an early "0ld Timer" in the valley. As mentioned in the
above biography of J. P. Kruse, he was here in 1886. Mr. Kelly was the father
of Mary "Molly" Harris. Grandfather of Mary Harris Purcell, and great
grandfather of Clark Purcell who gave the writer much of this information. He
did not prove up on any land, but is important as an antecedent to the Harris
and Purcell families.

HENRY AND WILLIAM APPLEGATE ouwned the above 8@ acres in 1309 when the
water in Crane Creek was adjudicated, and were named in that decree. The
Applegate Bothers portion of water was 18.47 miners inches.

STEPHEN A. DOUGHERTY was another ’'0ld Timer’ who lived on the west side of
the valley near the river. He filed a land claim which is recorded at the
Washington County Courthouse in the POSSESSORY LAND CLAIM BOOK No. 1| dated
February 20. 1898. The claim is as follows: "Commencing at a point on the
easterly branch of the Weiser River 200 rods above the mouth of Crane Creek and
running easterly 800 rods". That land was not proved up on by Mr. Dougherty
and was later patented by 0. (Orin) Purcell in 19@6. The land remained in the
Purcell family until 1969 when the Tallents purchased it.

An old survey map dated 1839 shows the Doughtery house. The Dougherty
family was in the valley ir 1900 as they were listed in the census for that
year as follows: Stephen A. Doughtery born October 1865 age 29 in Indianaj
wife Alice born September 1876 age 23 in Oregon; daughter Mabel born May 1885
age 5 in Oregon; daughter Carrie M. born January 1900 in Idaho.

GEORGE TRIPLOW homesteaded land on the Weiser River just north of that '
patented by A. T. Jennings and now owned by the Woodland family. He patented
that land in October, 1908, and built a large two-story house on it. The house
still stands although in great disrepair. This land is on the west side of the
county read, but he also had land on the east side. This property was scld to
& Kendall family, then went to E. N. 'Boge’ Harris. After Boge died his heirs
sold it to the Tallents. An article in the WEISER AMERICAN dated February 24,
1916, leads one to think that Triplow scld it to R. N. Kendall that year. "R.
N. Kendall of Downey bought the Triplow ranch on Mann Creek”. Mann Creek is
probably an error, as we do krnow a Kendall owned the property after Triplow.
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Kendall lost the land to a mortgage company and Boge Harris bought 1% The
Tallents call it the 0ld Boge Harris Place.

According to a neighbor, Triplow also had land on the east side of the
valley now owned by Dwight Maddox. 1'm quite sure he did not patent any land
on the east side, but he may have Bought land that someone else had
patented-~-probably John Pierce. George Triplow was born in 1858 in Ohio and
died November 29, 1837 in Weiser.

ORVAL ALLEN PURCELL, or "Allie" as he was called, had property on the
Weiser River which joined A. T. Jennings on the south and George Triplow on the

aast, and his brother Orin on the North. He filed a land claim on April 20,
1801, which is recorded in the POSSESSORY LAND CLAIM BOOK No. 1 located at the
Washington County Courthouse as follows: "E 1/2 SE 1/4 of Section 1@; W 1//2
SW 1/4 of Section 11 Township 11 Range 4 West Boise Meridian". His patent was

issued September, 1907.

Allie was married to Mary Harris, daughter of James Norman Harris. They
had four children~--Etta Purcell Arnold, Orval, Nora Purcell Pound, and Earnesti
Clark. The only one living at this writing is Clark. Allie was born August
25, 1872, and died March 18, 1933 at the age of 61 years 8 months and 25 days.
He was the son of Nephi Purcell. The 0. A. Purcell property went to his wife,
then to his children, and finally to the Tallents in 18B9.

JAMES ATKINSON patented 16@ acres of land on the Weiser River in 13@7.
His land joined 0. A. Purcell on the south, Orin Purcell on the west and south,
and Andrew L. Van Lewen on the east. Atkinson was interested in mining and had
a claim of the west side of the river. An old turnnel still remains. Rock -
foundations for old buildings also still remain--one of the west side of the
river and two on the east. All this land became part of the Purcell family
holdings, and now belongs to the Tallents.

James S. Atkinson was listed in the 1808 census as follows: James
Atkinson born September, 1880, in England age 39 (in 1800); wife Minny born
‘September, 1871, in Kansas age 28 (in 1800).

ANDREW VAN LEWEN patented 120 acres north of George Triplow and east of
James 5. Atkinson August, 1922. This property is east of the lane which
continues north from the county road. It became part of Purcell holdings then
Tallent holldings. The Atkinson property and the Van Lewen property form the
north boundary of the Tallent’'s lower place.

ALMIRA JENNIE WILLIAMS and her husband, Willis B. Williams, homesteaded
land on the Weiser River between Tallents lower proberty and their upper
property at the north end of Lower Crane Creek Valley. They had a grazing
claim and their home was located on the creek just south of the Tallent's fence
to their upper property. Signs of the old homestead are still apparent. The
creek--Jennie Williams Creek--takes its name from her. The home site was
patented in October 1818, and the land south and joining Tallent's lower
property was patented in March 1925. All the Jennie Williams holdings now
belong to the Phil Soulen family.

Almira Jennie Williams was born in Council Grove, Kansas, May 17, 1869.
She was the daughter of Oscar Johnston who was born in Pennsylvania, and Julia
Harris who was born in Ohio. Jennie married Willis B. Williams November 8
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1893. The family came to Weiser in 19@7, and movaed to a farm in Payette in
1335, Jermie died January 31, 194@, in Payette at the age of 78 years 8
months and 14 days. Her husband, Willis B. Williams, died in 1938. They had
one daughter, Erma Short, of Payette. Jennie also had two brothers, Earl and
Frank Johnston, and one sister, Mrs. George Neshit, all of Weiser.

JOHN ZUMWALT homesteaded and got a patent on 16® acres of land in the
north part of the valley in Fehruary 1905. It is located in Section 34 and is
the first propertiy inside the fence of Tallents upper property. That land was
later owned by Marion Kiser, and is known to the Tallents as the Lower Kiser
Place. It was part of the Furcell holdings prior to 1969.

John Zumwalt was born November 8, 1839. He died December 18, 1920, at the
age of &1, .

Mrs. John Zumwalt was born in 1881 and died August 24, 1912, at the age of
51.. She was survived by her husband, John, two brothers E. M. Barton and James
Barton. Tuwo daughters Mrs. Johnson Jones and Mrs. Sheff. One son Fred
Zumwalt. Died before were a son an daughter Loyd and Maud buried at Council

and a daughter Yolma lee age 27 who died July 16, 1909 and is buried in Weiser.

GEORGE AND ALICE KISER and their family had land in two areas of the
valley. George homesteaded and got a patent on 16@ acres of land in section 12
most of which is north of Lower Crane Cresk Road. The land description is as
follows: & 1/2 NW 1/4, N 1/2 SW 1/4 of Section 12 Township 11 North Range 4
West Boise Meridian. That patent was issued in March 18906. That land was
joined on the south by land patented by James Martin and William Aldridge.

This Kiser property became known as the 0ld Solders place in later years. In
1938 Murray and Maxine Solders bought the place. They deeded it to Homer H.
Sclders in 1841, It was in that family for 17 years. In 1355 Joseph

Kelsheimer bought it. Then in 18957 John Wells bought it. It went back to
Kelshegimer, then to Carl H., Hansen. From Hanson it went to Mike Broomhall,
next to Greg Graham, next to Mike Leep and finally to Darrel! Clapp who lives
there now.

George and Alice had four sons~-Joseph, William, Charles and Marion.
Joseph and Charles homesteaded on land in the north part of the valley on the
Weiser River near Concrete. Alice also homesteaded land in that area. Her
land joined that of Charlie on the east. It was range land. 5he patented her
land in 1923. Charlie patented his in November 1812. That land is part of
Tallent hpldings now. Joseph patented his land in January 1820. That land is
now owned by Phil Soulen. Marion bought the land patented by John Zumwali--the
Lower Kiser Flace now owned by Tallents. William, the fourih son patented 40
acres east of his father--now owned by Dwight Maddox-~ the SW 1/4 NE 1/4 of
Section 12, T 11, R 4, WBM in February 1812,

The obituary of Alice Kiser is as follows: She was born July 12, 1855, in

Grinnell, Towa. Her parents were Friend Dickensen and Laura Holbrook. <(Friend
Dickensen had a homestead on the southeast side of the valley). She was
married to George Kiser. She died January 31, 1845, at the age of 8Y years b

months and 19 davs, and is huried in Hillcrest cemetary.

No biographical information was found on George Kiser. Charlie and Marion
are coverad under Tallent Family holdings. William, or Bill as he was called,
married Agnes Kiser, the widow of Marion. They had iwo daughters--Helen and
Jean.



JAMES LEWALLEN homesteaded land in the northwestern part of the valley
just gast of Catrock on the east side of the river. 4@ acres on the north and
east joined Charlie Kiser. The other 120 acres is just west of Joseph Kiser
and forms an elbow on the river. The Phil Soulen family owns that propety
‘today. The WEISER AMERICAN, March 3@, 131G, contained this article under the
heading Lower Crane Creek News "Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Lewallen expect to move from
the section house at Cat Rock across the river to their ranch®.

ROY ALEXANDER got a patent on 16@ acres of grazing land in Section 26 and
on another 160 acres in Section 27. This grazing land formed the northern most
boundary in this Lower Crane Creek Valley history. It is located across from
Concrete on the sast side of the river. Morehead Creek is the northern
boundary. Alexander’s land joined Charlie Kiser’s on the southwest and Alice
Kiser’s on the southeast. No other information was found of Mr. Alexander.

JOSEPH 5ALB got a patent on 16@ acres of land in Section 24 and 13. I1 is
described as follows: 5 1/2 NW 1/4, NE 1/4 NW 1/4 of Saction 24 and SE 1/4 SW
174 of Section 13 Township 11 North, Range 4, West Boise Meridian. His land
joined John W. Lane on the south and William Theuer on the east. That land is
located in the southeast part of the valley.  This property in now owned by the
Woodland family. No other information was found on Mr. Salb.

JOHN W. LANE. G5See "The O0Old Presley Place" for complete information.
THOMAS LANE. See "The 0ld Presley Place" for complete information.
F. H. MACDONALD. See "The 01d Presley Place" for complete information.

SILAS WILLIAM WOODLAND and his wife Ella homesteaded 1650 acres of property
in the scutheastern part of the valley below the mercury mine in Sections 29
and 30, T 11, R 3, WBM. They got a patent on that land in August 1904. It was
west and north of land patented by Chres Chrestesen. It belongs to Clarence
Chrestesen at this writing.

Silas Waodland and his family was listed in the 1900 Census as follows:
Silas Woodland born June, 1861 ,in Iowa, age 22 (in 1900); wife, Ella, born
September, 1869 ,in California age 30 (in 1800); son, Walter, born July, 1887,
“in Iowa, age 12 {in 1808); son, Claud, born July, 18490 ,in Idaho, age 1@ (in
1989); son, Roy B. born September, 1892 ,in Idaho, age 8 (in 1900).

5. W. Woodland also patented 4@ acres near Crane Creek. It was located
just south of the James H. Knee property --SW 1/4 SE 1/4 of Section 12 , T 11,
R 3, WBM. That 40 acres was patented in August 1307. I1 is now owned by
Duight Maddox. Woodland was named in the Crane Creek Water Adjudication Decree
of 1888 for this properiy.

Evidently S. W Woodland was in the sheep business. In Fern Trull's book
THEY DARED TO DREAM in 13902 he was on the Assessment Rolls of Washingtion County
Sheep Interest for 700 sheep. v

A court action recorded in the Washington County Courthouse to the
American Mortgage Company of Scotland was dated September 23, 1915. Woodland
may have lost his property at that time.




CHEESTEN A. CHRESTESEN patented 80 acres of land in the southeastern part
of the valley just below the mercury mine i1n Section Z29. It was located easi of
5. W. Woodland and patented in June 1915. The land description is as follows:
NW 1/74 SE 174, NE 174 SW 174 Section 29, T 11 N, R 3, WBM.

Chires A. Chrestesen was horn in Norway July 16, 1868B. He was married to
Minnie Morxgrof. They had two sons, Frank and Clarence. Minnie died March 28,
1832, at the age of 53 years 11 months and 19 days. Their son, Frank, died in
1843 at the:age of 46. He left his wife, Martha, and three children, Mary Lou,
Martha Jean and Frank Rohert. Chres died April 10, 1950, at the age of 81.
Clarence has had the land since his father’s death. He calls this his dry
land. '

SUSAN.ELKIN patented 8@ acres north of 5. W. Woodland in June 1918. The
land description is as follows: E 1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 38, T 11 N, R 3, WBM.
Clarence Chrestesen owns this land. Nothing else was found on Ms.

Elkin.

FRANE W. HARD patentad 20@ acres of land north of Susan Elkin and §. W.

Woodland in 1815, T1 was in sections 19, 20, and 30. The land description is
as follows: E 1/2 SE 1/4 Section 193 W 1/2 SW 1/74 Saction 203 NW /4 NW 1/4
Section 29, T 11 N, R 3, WhBM. The south 120 acres is part of

Clarence Chrestesen’s holdings. The north 80 acres is owned by the Woodland
family.

This article was found in the February 10, 1316, WEISER AMERICAN "Mrs. F.
W. Hard was badly injured while moving to Weiser from their ranch near Midvale.
She fell from the sled while crossing Sage Creek”. UWere they moving to their
Crane Creek property?

PHEBE ANN WOODLAND homesteaded 150 acres in the scutheast part of the
valley. Her land joined William Theuer on the west, Calvin E. Woodland on the
north, and Frank W. Hard on the south. She received her patent in March, 1504.
The land description is as follows: 5 1/2 N 1/2 of Section 13, T 11 N, R 3,
WBM. Phebea was the first of a line that still occupies the valley. She was
the mother of Calvin E. Woodland, grandmother of Harcold Wocdland, and Great
grandmother of Rod Woodland who still operates the ranch land that she and her
son homesteaded. Phebe was born in April, 1836. She died May 2, 1822 at the
Aage of 86, and is buried in Hillcrest Cemetary in Weiser.

The 1920 Census listed Pheoebe A. Woodland and her family as follows:
Phoehe A. Woodland, widow, Born fipril, 1835 ,in Canada, age £5 (in 1900); san,
Calvin A., born February, 1877,in Icwa, age 22 (in 1300); daughter, Elsie A.,

born January, 1879 ,in lowa, age 21 (in 1900): granddaughter, Pearl, born June,
1885, in Idaho, age 15 (in 1306).

1

CALVIN E. WOODLAND homesteaded the N 1/2 N 1/2 of section 189, T It N, R 3,
WBM, just north and adjoining his mother, Phebe’'s, 160 acres. He reéeived his
patent in September 1913, His 160 acres joined that of Friend Dickinsen on the
west and northwest, and Charles B. Glasby on the north.

Calvin was marriad to Nellie. They had & son, Harold, and three
daughters, Josephine, Dorothy, ano Ruby. The heoldings of both Calvin and his
- mother, Phebe, went to Harold, then to his son, Rod, who is operating the ranch

at this writing.
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FRIEND DICKINSEN hamesteaded 1b@ acres in the southeastern part of the
valley in July, 18914, I{ joins William Theurer on the south, The two
Woodlands on the scutheast, Charles Glasby on the sast, Sarah E. Glasby on the
north, and John Pierce on the west. The land description is as follows: &SE
/74 SE 1/4 of Section 13, W 1/2 SW 1/4 of Section 18, NE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 24,
T 11, R 3, WBM.. This land is part of the Woodland holdings--what they call
their dry land,

Friend Dickinsen was listed in the 1910 census as heing age 60. His wife,
Florence, age 47. I found three spellings of his last name...the above,
Dickason, and Dickerson., The WEISER AMERICAN dated January 20, 1816, had this
article "Mrs. Friend Dickerson and little grandchild left for Cherryville,
Kansas, to visit her mother". That same paper, dated March 30, 1816, included
this artiicle in the Lower Crane Creek News "Friend Dickerson and wife were
visiting the Charles Kisers Saturday and Sunday". He was Charlie Kiser's
grandfather.

CHARLES E. GLASBY patented 160 acres in October, 1915. The land
description is as follows: E 1/2 SW 174, W 1/2 GE 1//4 of Section 18, T 11 N
R 3, WBM. This is part of Rod Woodland's dry land, and just north of

land patented by Calvin Weoodland.

SARAH E. GLASBY patented 40 acres north of Friend Dickinsen in June,
1919, The land descripticn is SW 1/4 NW 1/4 of section 18, T 11 N, R 3, WBM.
This land is part of Greg Graham's property.

WILLTIAM THEURER got a patent on 168 acres in section Z4. The land
description is as follows: W /2 NE 174, SE 1/4 NE 1/4, NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of
Section 24, T 11, R 4, WBM. This land is owned by Kenny Skow. For more
complete information refer to the article on the Skow family.

JOHN PIERCE patented 16Q@ acres on the east side of the valley. The land
description is as follows: N 1/2 NE 1/4, E 1/4 NE 1/4, NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of
Section 13, T 11 N, R 4, WBM. Dwight Maddox owns the north half and Woodlands
own the south half of the John Pierce property.

) The Pierce family is listed in the 1900 Census as follows: John Pierce
born Novemher, 1861, in Califaornia age 38 (IN 1900); wife Eva L., horn April,
1870, in Kansas age 30 (in 1988); son, Oliver C., born April, 1888, in Idaho
age 12 (in 18300y son, Cyrus M., born September ,1889, in Idaho age 10 (in
1300); Daughter, Sylvia, born July, 18392, in Idaho age 7 (in 1980); %Son, Ora,
born April, 1894, in Idaho age 6 (in 1988); son, Ira, born Auqust, 1893, in
Idaho age 1 (in 180@); son, Nira, born August, 1899, in Idaho age | {in 1900).
According to a neighbor, there are two graves of Pierce children on this
propertiy. ' :

W. H. WOOD got a patent on 160 acres in the eastern part of tha valley in
1828. The land description is as follows: 5E 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 12, T 11 N,
Range 4; W 1/2 SW 1/4 Saction 7 and NW 1/4 NW.1/4 Section 18 both in T 11 N, R
3, WBM. This property is east of S. W. Woodland, north of John Pierce and
.Sarah E. Glasby and south of Fred C. Hansen. Dwight Maddox owns 40 acres on the
‘south. Woodlands cwn the rest of the W. H. Wood property. No other information




was found on Mr. Wood.

ROBERT WOOD received a patent on 160 acres of land in the eastern part of
the valley in 1921, This properiy was straight east of that homesteaded by W.
H. Wood. The land description is as follows: E 1/2 SE i/4, SE 1/4 NE 1/4
Section 73 NE 1/4 NUW t/4 Section 18, both in T 11 N, R 3, WBM. The Woodland

family owns the south 40 acres, and Greg Graham owns the north 80 acres of this
land. No other information was found.

JAMES HENRY KNEE raeceived a patent on 48 acres in ths eastern part of the
valley on Crane Creek. The land description is as follows: NW 1/4 S5E 1/4
Segtion 12, T 11 N, R 4, WBM. This property joined 5. W. Woodland on the
south, George Kiser on the west, William Kiser on the north, and Fred C. Hansen
on the gast. At this writing Dwight Maddox owns this land. 5Some of the Knee
family were here in 1956 when Maddox bought it.

Mr. Knee also had the Zumwalt property in the northwest part of the valley
for a time. It then went to Marion Kiser, and is5 known as the Lower Kiser
Place. '

James H. Knee was horn Decemher 12, 18893, and died January 13, 1947, at
the age of 78. He was married to Grace. They had five sons: Eldon, Donald,
Clifford, Wesley and Tlarence. They also had three daughters: Mras. L. R.
Dyer, Mrs. Walter Zumwalt, and Mrs. Fred Stirm. According to & neighbor, two
Knee children are buried in the valley ahbove the Dwight Maddox home. They ate
poiscred food. ’

FRED C. HANSEN raceived a patent of 4@ acres in the eastarn part of the
valley on Crane Creek in June 1886. This property was joined on the west by
James Knee, on the north by John J. Hansen and on the east and south by W. H.
Wood. The land description is as follows: NE 1/4 5E 1/4 Section 12, T 1! N, R
4, WBM. The Woodland family owns this property.

JOHN J. HANSEN homesteaded and received a patent on 160 acres of land in
the =astern part of the valley on Crane Creek in the hot springs area. He
received his patent in March, 1806, and in May of that same year he deeded the
land to Henry G. Hansen. The land description is as follows: NW 1/2 NW 1/4,
NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 7, T 11 N, R 3, WBM; and SE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 12, T 11,
R 4, WBM. Greg Graham ouwns this property at this writing.

J. J. Hansen was one of the land owners named in the Crane Creek Water
Adjudication suit which was decided in 1929, That decree decided who got Crane
Creek water and also the amount.

ficcording to a neighbar, Mr. Hansen was a carpentar from Caldwuell. He may
have used that skill 1o develope the hoi springs into a resort. This article
appeared in July 24, 1986, edition of the WEISER SIGNAL in the "In Days of 0ld"
75 years ago column:  “July 21-25, 18911, Mrs. H. R. Warner went to Hansen Hot
Springs, near the mouth of Orane Creek, Tuesday where she will remain for
several days”.

John Hansen and family were listed in the 1900 census as follows: John
Hansen age 43 (7); wife, Alice, age 44; son, Fred, age 17;and daughters Irene
and Tnaz age 13. v

Tri laler yaars this property was owned hy "Boge” Harris, and at this
writing is owned by Greg 6raham. :



\

WILLIAM R. ALDRIDGE received a patent on 160 acres on Crané Creek in July,
19804. He sold this land to William Theurer. The history of this property will
be more fully described under that name, and under the present owner Kenneth
Skow.

WASH HINZE owned 40 acres patented hy J. J. Hansen in March 1908 (SE t/4
NW 1/4 in Segtion 12) and Government lots 2 and 3 in Section 7. He was named
in the Crane Creek Water Adjudication Decree of 1909, He was granted the third
right for 0.45 miners inches.

JAMES MARTIN received a patent on 150 acres in the center of the valley on
Crane Creek in November, 19@7. The land description is as follows: SW 1/4 W
174 Section 12, NW 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 13, 5E 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 14, all in T 11
N, R 4, WBM. His land was joined on lhe west by James Norman Harris and H.
Wilburn, aon the north by George Kiser, and on the east by William Aldridge.
This property is now owned by Kenneth Skow.

- E. H. WILBURN received a patent on 160 acres in the center of the vallay
on the north side of Crane Creek in October, 1988. This property is just east
of the county road and across from Rod Woodland's home. The land description
is as follows: E 1/2 5E 1/4 Section 11, N 1/2 NE 1/4 Section 14 both in T 11
N, R 4, WBM.

Wilburn's name was one of those listed in the Crane Creek Water
Adjudication suit in 1909. The first water right went to James Norman Harris.

The Wilburn family were listed in the 1908 census as follows: Edward H.
Wilburn born July, 1872 ,in California, age 27 (in 1800); wife, Louisa, born
August , 1873, in Utah, age 26 (in 1908); daughter, Ethel B., born January,
1887,in Idaho, age 3 (1900) ; son, Merlin G., born May, 1898,in Idaho, age 2
(in 1300).

The vear 1983 must have been one short of hay for winter feed. This
information was found in Fern Trull’'s book THEY DARED TO DREAM: "Mr. Horn
found some hay at Mr. Wilburn's place on Crane Creek and has moved his sheep
there-~dated January, 1303".

It would appear that Wilburn had a hard time making a go of farming.
Records at the Washington County Courthouse show several law suits in the years
1921 and 1922. There was a sheriff’s sale in November, 1922.

This property was later known as the 0ld George Harris Place. There is a
large, two story, white house on it next to where Echo Dell School stood. It
has gone through several owners since. After Geroge Harris came Ralph Lyle,
Mike Broomhall, Greg and lee Graham. Now the property belongs to Kenneth Skow.

GEQRGE WASHINGTON HARRIS was not a homesteader, but he was the son of the
earliest pioneer in the valley--James Norman Harris. The land homesteaded hy
E. H. Wilburn was more commonly known as the 0l1d George Harris Place, and the
two-story house is referred to as the Gesorge Harris house. According to a

‘neighbor, George raised beautiful gardens down next to Crane Creek. He iook
his extra produce to Presley Station where the "Gallopping Goose" picked it up
and delivered it to Weiser to be sold by local businessmen.

George was born December 16, 1891, the son of James Norman Harris and
Molly Kelly Harris. His wife was Lisie M. Harris. They had three daughters:

40



Susan Marsh, Mrs. Elmer Staples, and Mrs. Jim Scott. They had four sons: Bird
Harris, Charles Harris, Calvin Harris, and Wallace Harris. George also had

three brothers: Jim, Earnest, and Bird Harris, and one sister Mrs. 0. A.{Mary)
Purcell. George died June 17, 1850, at the age of 5B years B months and 1 day.

JAMES ADAMS did not receive a patent on any land in the Lower Crane Creeak
Valley, however, there was an irrigation ditch named after him. Near the mouth
of the canyom a ditch took off on the south side of Crane Creek which watered’
the Theuer place and other properties on the south side of the creek. It is
called the James Adams ditch and is mentioned in the Crane Creek Water
Adjudication Decree of 1383. It is alsoc mentioned in an early abstract for
Theuer property. '

There were two James Adams families listed in the 1900 Census. They were
probably relatives. As listed in that census, the elder James Adams was born
March, 1836, in Ohio, age B4 {in 180@). His wife, Elinor, was born July,
1839, in Pennsylvania, age 61 (irn 1900).

The second James Adams was born August, 1869, in Missouri, age 4@ (in
18900 ) His wife, Annie, was born January, 1882, in Indian Territory, age 18 (in
1988 ). They had one daughter, Nellie, born August, 1898, in Idaho, age 1 (in
1996). It is hard to say for whom the ditch was named. Since both families
were in the valley, both may have had a part in its construction.
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ENTERTAINMENT AND SOCIAL LIFE

Rodeoing is the main form of entertainment in Lower Crane Creek Valley,

and has been since earliest times. It is an ocutgrowth of everyday ranch
life. Most voung people learned to ride a8 horse almost as soon as they
learned to walk. In the early days that was the only means of transportation as

well as entertainment, and many rode their horses back and forth to school.
Young people of both sexes took part in horseback riding. GSome became experts
and competed in local rodeos. The ladies were no exception. Geveral were
rodec queens or princesses. Thay had to know how to ride as well as to look
ragal on the back of their steed. The men iried their luck on bucking broncos,
brahma bulls, and calf roping. Names of valley men were prevelant on the local
rodeo circuit, and some went on to national competition.

Social life in the valley was also centered around the schools. Couniry
dances, community dinners, box socials, and other get-to-gethers took place at
Echo Dell School. In later years that school was closed and students went to
Jeffreys School at the mouth of Mann Creek. Many similar activities took place
at that school. After 1955 when Pionser School in Weiser was completed they
went 1o Weiser, By this time the School District had consclidated eliminating
the need for country schools.

&n outgrowth of social activities associated with the school was the
formation of ladies clubs., From earliest times there was a desire and need
for couniry women to socialize. The Shamrock Club served the Lower Crane Creek
Valley and the Mann Creek area as a social and community service organization.

Fva Breshears who lived across the road from Jeffreys School was the prime
mover and organizer of {he Shamrock Club. On March 17, 1922--51. Patrick’s
Day~-a group aof women met at her homs and formed that club. Meetings were held
in homes or at Jeffreys School (now called Jeffreys Community Hall). The club
aluways supported the school. They sponsored Christmas parties, graduation
parties, hot lunch programs, and saw to it that needy students were taken care
af.

Home Extension Service from the University of Idaho had started in 1918
with the purpose of helping women in their work, Mrs. Breshears was involved
from the beginning in bringing those services to Washington County and the
Shamrock Club in particular. This club was the first rural club in the county
to take part in those services. Many Home Demonstation classes were held in
the following yvears. The first was a health project for children, Examples of
other demonstrations were "How to Raise Poultry"”, "How to Can Vegetables and
Meats", "Dressmaking”, "Millinery", "Gardening and Landscaping", and even
"Flower Arranging”. These demonstations helped the ladies in making a fuller
and more meaningful way of life for their families and themselves. The
Shamrack Club has also supported 4-H projects for young people in the
communiity. Although the Shamrock Club started in 1922, it wasn’t until the
late 1940°'s and early 1950°'s that'many Crane Creek ladies were able to take
part. Up until that time roads were ungravelled and almost impossible 1o
travel during wet weather. Since the 195@0's roads have been improved and
maintained making travel much easier, and the names of most of the ladies who
live or have lived in Lower Crane Creek Valley are listed as mambers in the
minutes of the Shamrock Club.

The Grange was also a social and community service organization that
served farmer/rancher needs. Most farm families belonged to. that organization




The Unity Grange served this valley and joined the Shamrock

in the early days.
Both held meetings there.

Club in purchasing the old Jeffreys School in 1854,
Recently (1986) the Grange dishanded and turned their interest
Community Hall over ito the Shamrock Club. Farmers today are not as interested

in the Grange as an.organiation as they were many years ago.

in Jeffreys
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REQUIEM

Thus ends the history of Lower Crane Creek Valley. If the proposed
Galloway Project goes in as many outside this valley would like, the only items
that will remain will be a body of water surrounded by the eastern and western
hills, the tip of Molly's Butte in the cénter of the valley, Hitt Mountain
overlooking all in its majestic way---and a MEMORY!

1
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