
NOTICE OF ERROR 
REPLY 

Please type or print clearly, fill out this form completely and mail. 

11/14/2006 

Return this reply form to IDWR by the deadline date printed below if you want IDWR to change your 
recommendation or you want to let IDWR know that you agree with its recommendation. 

YOUR DEADLINE FOR RETURNING A NOTICE OF ERROR REPLY IS : December 8, 2006 

Water right number: 67-4503 

JOHN ERSKINE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER ID 83672 
Telephone Number: (208)549-0198 

MARY DENYSE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER ID 83672 
Telephone Number: (208)549-0198 

1. Describe the portion of the proposed recommendation with which you disagree (e.g. 
priority date, period of use, source): 

p r 1 o'<\ t-z, cfta:J.R__, Gf--S 

2. Describe the changes 

CF-s ::::. 351' 
~ -n (ly 1 +vi Ja.Je__ 

3. 

DATE: 

IDWR Regional Office, 322 E Front St 
PO Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0098, 2082874800 
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05/12/2006 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION OF WATER RIGHTS ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW 

RIGHT NUMBER: 67-4503 

NAME AND ADDRESS: JOHN ERSKINE FIELD 

SOURCE: 

QUANTITY: 

PRIORITY DATE: 

POINT OF DIVERSION: 

PURPOSE AND 
PERIOD OF USE: 

PLACE OF USE: 

1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER ID 83672 

MARY DENYSE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER ID 83672 

CRANE CREEK TRIBUTARY: WEISER RIVER 

3.000 CFS 

03 /01/1943 

TllN R03W S7 SENW Within WASHINGTON County 

TllN R04W Sl2 NWSE Within WASHINGTON County 

PURPOSE OF USE PERIOD OF USE 

IRRIGATION 03/01 11/15 

IRRIGATION Within WASHINGTON County 

TllN R04W Sll NESE 10.00 TllN R04W 

TllN R04W S12 swsw 16.00 TllN R04W 

TllN R04W S13 NENW 26.00 TllN R04W 

TllN R04W S13 SWNW 6.50 TllN R04W 

TllN R04W S14 NENE 11.00 TllN R04W 

TllN R04W S14 SENE 1. 50 

205 ACRES TOTAL 

QUANTITY 

3.000 CFS 

Sll SESE 34.00 

S12 SESW 26.00 

Sl3 NWNW 37.00 

S13 SENW 4.00 

S14 NWNE 33.00 

The rights listed below are limited to the irrigation of a combined total of 
205.0 acres in a single irrigation season. Combined Right Nos.: 67-4501A, 
67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310. 

OTHER PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR DEFINITION OR ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WATER RIGHT: 

This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for 
the definition of the rights or for the efficient administration of the water 
rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in time no 
later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-1412(6), Idaho 
Code. 

EXPLANATORY MATERIAL: BASIS OF CLAIM - Beneficial Use 
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Page 1 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

WATER RIGHT NUMBER: 67-4503 V1 

Owner Type 

Original Owner 

Original Owner 

Original Owner 

Current Owner 

Current Owner 

Priority Date: 

Basis: 

Status: 

Source 

Name and Address 

JESSIE C WOODLAND 
861 WOODLAND LN 
WEISER, ID 83672-5371 
(208)880-2605 

ROD R WOODLAND 
861 WOODLAND LN 
WEISER, ID 83672-5371 
(208)880-2605 

KENNETH R SKOW 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER, ID 83672 
(208)549-1839 

JOHN ERSKINE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER, ID 83672 
(208)549-0198 

MARY DENYSE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 
WEISER, ID 83672 
(208)549-0198 

03/01/1943 

Beneficial Use 

Active 

CRANE CREEK 

Tributary 

WEISER RIVER 

Beneficial Use 

IRRIGATION 

From To 

03/01 to 11/15 

Total Diversion: 

Diversion Rate 

3.000 CFS 

3.000 CFS 

05/12/2006 

Annual Volume 

Location of Point(s) of Diversion 

CRANE CREEK 

WASHINGTON County 

CRANE CREEK 

WASHINGTON County 

SE1/4NW1/4 Sec. 7, Twp 11 N, Rge 03W, B.M. 

Place of Use 

IRRIGATION 

NW1/4SE1/4 Sec. 12, Twp 11N, Rge 04W, B.M. 

Twp Rge Sec I NE I NW I SW I SE I 
lNE!NW!SW!SElNE!NW!SW!SE!NE!NWlSW!SE!NE!NW!SW!SE!Totals 

11N 04W 11 I I I 110.0 34.0I 44.0 
I I I I I 



Page 2 05/12/2006 

11N 04W 12 

11N 04W 13 

11N 04W 14 I 11.0 33.0 
I 

Total Acres: 205 

Conditions of Approval: 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

16.0 26.0I 
I 

I 26.o 37.0 6.5 4.o I 
I I 

1.5 I 
I 

42.0 

73.5 

45.5 

1. C18 This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for the definition of the rights or for 
the efficient administration of the water rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in 
time no later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-1412(6), Idaho Code. 

2. E56 The rights listed below are limited to the irrigation of a combined total of 205.0 acres in a single 
irrigation season. Combined Right Nos.: 67-4501A, 67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310. 

Remarks: 

Comments: 

1. dnarsavage 10/4/2005 POU & Other rights 
Comment: It looks like these decreed rights might be used on the same ground, but I dont know for sure: 
67-660, -663, -664, -665, -671, -11673. 
This lady got a request for EOP in September 2005 and called not-so-happy. 

2. csaxton 5/12/2006 Priority 
Comment: EOP in "History of Lower Crane Creek Valley" by Irene Tallent. The history speaks of formation of irrigations 
districts which would most likely allow for additional water. In 1943, the Weiser Cove Irrigation District was formed. 
There were earlier irrigation entities, but Weiser Cove was formed after a WWI and the following depression. 

3. csaxton 5/12/2006 POD 
Comment: This right has to be diverted from two different PODs it irrigate the ground it claimed. Recommend both 
PODs. 

4. csaxton 5/12/2006 PPU 
Comment: Rights 67-4501A, 67-4503, 67-10650, and 67-14310 were claimed individually with some overlap. The results 
of Monica Van Bussums field exam confirm that there are basically two systems and this water right can be used for each 
system or can be put on any of the claimants irrigated ground. The recommended POU is larger than was claimed, but 
the diversion rate limits 

5. csaxton 5/12/2006 Copied From Claim (1) 
Comment: Ownership changed by DB 5/28/2002 



Page 3 05/12/2006 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

Dates and Other Information: 

Decreed Date: 
Enlargement Use Priority Date: 
Enlargement Statute Priority Date: 
Defendant: 
Plaintiff: 
Civil Case Number: 
Judicial District: 
Notice of Error Flag: 
State or Federal: S 
Owner Name Connector: OR 
Water District Number: 
Generic Max Rate Per Acre: 
Generic Max Volume Per Acre: 
Swan Falls Trust or Nontrust: 
Swan Falls Dismissed: 
DLE Act Number: 
Carey Act Number: 
Mitigation Plan: False 

Combined Use Limits: 

Element ReviewedNerified Dates: 

Element 

Contacts 

Priority Date 

POD 

Source 

POU 

Use 

Season 

Quantity 

Summary 

Verification Log: 

Element 

POD 

POD 

POU 

POU 

Last Reviewed Date 

5/12/2006 9:49:09 AM 

5/12/2006 9:49:55 AM 

5/12/2006 9:57:28 AM 

5/12/2006 9:57:51 AM 

5/12/2006 9:58:09 AM 

5/12/2006 10: 17:40 AM 

5/12/2006 10:18:00 AM 

5/12/2006 10:36:31 AM 

Date Time Stamp 

5/12/2006 9:57:20 AM 

5/12/2006 9:57:36 AM 

5/12/2006 9:58:54 AM 

5/12/2006 10:16:19 AM 

Reviewer 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

Reviewer 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

Last Verified Date Verifier Status 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

05/12/2006 csaxton Active 

Updated PLS 

(No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or 
License? 
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a 
change in the POD? 
(Yes) 9. Does the file contain all the necessary 
information to verify the POD? 
(No) 10. Is a POD remark and/or condition 
required? 

Updated shape for Active POU 

Updated PLS for Active POU 
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Contacts 

POD 

POU 

General 

POD 

POD 

POU 

Source 

05/12/2006 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

5/12/2006 9:49:15 AM csaxton (No) 1. Do you want to schedule an 
appointment? 

5/12/2006 9:56:28 AM 

5/12/2006 9:59:05 AM 

5/12/2006 9:50:02 AM 

5/12/2006 9:55:45 AM 

5/12/2006 9:55:58 AM 

5/12/2006 10:16:04 AM 

5/12/2006 9:57:58 AM 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

csaxton 

Comment for 1: FE by Monica Van Bussum on 
5-3-06 

Updated shape 

Updated PLS for Active POU 

(No) 1. Should this water use have been 
included in a later court decree of the water rights 
from this source? 
(No) 4. Is the basis of claim decree or license? 
(No) 7. Is the basis of claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 8. Is the basis of claim a posted notice? 
(No) 9. Is the Priority Date of this water use after 
the date a permit is required for the source and 
the water use? 
(Yes) 12. Does the claim file contain sufficient 
evidence of Priority Date? 
(No) 15. Is the basis of claim coded correctly? 
(Yes) 16. Is a Priority Date remark and/or 
condition required? 
Description for Question 12/13 - EOP in "History 
of Lower Crane Creek Valley" by Irene Tallent. 
The history speaks of formation of irrigations 
districts which would most likely allow for 
additional water. In 1943, the Weiser Cove 
Irrigation District was formed. There were earlier 
irrigation entities, but Weiser Cove was formed 
after a WWI and the following depression. 

Updated shape 

Updated PLS 

Updated shape for Active POU 

(No) 1. Is the basis of claim Decree or License? 
(No) 2. Is the basis of claim an Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 6. Is the basis of claim a Posted Notice? 
(No) 7. Is there evidence that there has been a 
change in the source? 
(Yes) 10. Does the file contain all the necessary 
information to verify the source? 
(No) 11. Is a Source remark and/or condition 
required? 
Description for Question 10 - FE by Monica Van 
Bussum on 5-3-06 
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POU 

Use 

Season 

Quantity 

05/12/2006 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

5/12/2006 9:58: 17 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or 
License? 

5/12/2006 10:17:49 AM csaxton 

5/12/2006 1O:18:09 AM csaxton 

5/12/2006 10:36:32 AM csaxton 

(Yes) 2b. Is the POU required? 
(No) 3. Is the basis of claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 7. Is there evidence that there has been a 
change in the POU? 
(Yes) 13. Does the file contain all the necessary 
information to verify the POU? 
(Yes) 14. Is a POU remark and/or condition 
required? 
Description for Question 13 - FE by Monica Van 
Bussum on 5-3-06 

(No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or 
License? 
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a 
change in the Purpose of Use? 
(Yes) 11. Does the file contain all the necessary 
information to verify the Water Use? 
(No) 13. Is a Purpose of Use remark and/or 
condition required? 
Description for Question 10, 11, 12 - FE by Monica 
Van Bussum on 5-3-06. 

(No) 1. Is the basis of claim Decree or License? 
(No) 2. Is the basis of claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 6. Is there evidence that there has been a 
change in the Period of Use? 
(Yes) 12. Does the file contain all the necessary 
information to verify the Period of Use? 
(No) 13. Is the basis of claim a decree, license, 
or a transferred beneficial use right that has had 
the Period of Use administratively determined? 
(Yes) 15. Is irrigation claimed as a Purpose of 
Use? 
(No) 18. Is a Period of Use remark and/or 
condition required? 

(No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree or 
License? 
(No) 2. Is the basis of this claim a Application or 
Permit? 
(No) 6. Is the basis of claim a posted notice? 
(Yes) 7. Is a flow measurement required? 
(No) 9. Is the source Groundwater and does the 
purpose of use require a diversion volume limit? 
(No) 11. Has a diversion volume limit been 
established by a decree, license or transfer for 
this water use? 
(No) 12. Is a Quantity remark or condition 
required? 
Description for Question 7 - Diversion capacity 
measured at 5.29 cfs. 
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Summary 

Water Supply Bank: 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

Adjudication Recommendation Report 67-4503 V1 

05/12/2006 

5/12/2006 11:24:10 AM csaxton (No) 1. Is the basis of this claim a Decree, 
License, Permit, Application or Posted Notice? 
(Yes) 3. Is the water being used for all of the 
purposes claimed and to the extent claimed? 
(Yes) 5. Does this right have any combined use 
limits with other rights? 
(Yes) 6. Is an additional remark and/or condition 
required? 
(Yes) 7. Would you like to view the 
recommended right? 
(Yes) 8. Is this a split or combined right? 
(No) 9. Do you have documents you would like to 
attach or link to the file? 
(Yes) 10. Would you like to set the verification 
date? 



IClaim I 
6.afiln Seauence ~~ ~ Prioritv Date Ratelcfsl ~ ~~ Water Uselsl Ownerlsl Source Table 

67 663 A Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.08 LOWER CRANE IRRIGATION FI ELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 664 B Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.59 LOWER CRANE IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 4501 A Beneficial Us Active 7/1/1940 0.8 30 CRANE CREEK IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 4503 Statutory Clai Active 3/15/1919 3 165 CRANE CREEK IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 10650 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.47 46 LOWER CRANE IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 14310 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.33 35 LOWER CRANE IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 14312 Decreed Active 4/9/1920 275.7 NORTH CRANE ( IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 
67 14314 Decreed Active 4/9/1920 194.9 NORTH CRANE < IRRIGATION FIELD, JOHN wrAdjudicationClaim 

Water Master Delivery Records 
Page Parcel Name Water in File Original Owner Priority 

# Number Inches # Date 

6 11 N04W126000 FIELD 9.50 660 J. Martin 8/10/1913 

6 11N04W126000 FIELD 13.50 671 W. Theurer 8/10/1913 

IWR I 
~ Seguem;e Suffix ~ ~ eriQritx Date Bate(!;f§l ~ :'lQf ~ Water Use(sl Owner(sl SQ1.m;~ Iable 

67 664 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.59 29.5 LOWER CRANE 1 IRRIGATION GRAHAM, G ( wrWaterRight 
67 665 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.44 22 LOWER CRANE 1 IRRIGATION GRAHAM, G ( wrWaterRight 
67 660 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.2 10 LOWER CRANE 1 IRRIGATION SKOW, MORC wrWaterRight 
67 671 Decreed Active 4/10/1913 0.27 13.5 LOWER CRANE 1 IRRIGATION THEURER, WwrWaterRight 

67 7141 Active 4/5/2000 2 GROUND WATEf DIVERSION - FIELD, JOHN wrWaterPermit 



IDWR Field Exam Form 05/02/2006 

Priority Date Data Entry Form 

Claim Number 67-4503 

Claimed Priority Date: 3/15/1919 Claimed Basis: Statutory Claim 

_ Use Claimed Priority Date and Basis as Recommended Priority Date and Basis 

Water Right Priority Date: 3/15/1919 Water Right Basis: Statutory Claim 

Recommended Priority Date 3__ _j_ I ~ '/J Recommended Basis-------------

Document the evidence submitted/reviewed for the priority date claimed, include your analysis of the evidence: 

- --"-'<-=..:..__ _ __:_:c___ _ ____,_=-t«--7~=/"'T---'-__:_:._-=----=r----7f~b--:-'-::-;;-t:----=---=--'='----=----r'l"--~'----~o - 7 /..-t ·;. 

----~'~v~r~'~· 7+==-'--'-=-'---'-~~__.,,_.L-"'.-===---+_,~'--'--=.;~..-=-='----'-'--4-----'---------""".--F-1'--"'-- " ,,J..,,.:<-&~> 
I Y-Y-t 

It-- fJ 'f!!C-¥' l::-~ ___________________________________ ____.-=-._;;_;_ 

Reviewer: \-Jv\JB Date: S - 3-0b -------



IDWR Field Exam Form 05/02/2006 

Point of Diversion and Source Data Entry Form 

Claim Number 67-4503 

Claimed Point of Diversion and Source 

TllN R03W S7 SWNW Within WASHINGTON County Source: CRANE CREEK WEISER RIVER 

Use Claimed POD and Source as Recommended POD and Source 

Water Right Point of Diversion and Source 

TllN R03W S7 SWNW Within WASHINGTON County 

Recommended Point of Diversion and Source 

Source Information 

Source Tributary To 

Twp Rge Sec Gov Lot QQQ of QQ of Q County Source 

, ______ 1 __ 1 __ 1, _______ , _________________ _ 

, ______ 1 __ 1 

Other rights from this POD? -------------------------

Document how the POD and Source were verified: 

Two .ft<J)s+ se-e- i'V'g.p h,, ~hi ch FtJD irri,(y:i7. ,.;~ ~ 
]) U PP-0- (reLNV ~ ~ /J';fa . .5"~ 

0(too171P2-'7 - 2p,'t-~ 
/ 7- 'Z-8-DD 7f 

I Y '.)'13~ 

Reviewer: M VB Date: b -3-0 lo 



IDWR Field Exam Form 

Place Of Use Data Entry Form 

Claimed Place Of Use 

TllN R04W S12 

TllN R04W S13 

TllN R04W S14 

SWSW 10.00 

NWNW 35.00 

NWNE 40.00 

Use Claimed POU as Recommended POU 

Water Right Place Of Use 

TllN R04W S1 4 NENE 40 . 00 

TllN R04W Sl2 SESW 

TllN R04W Sl4 NENE 

TllN R04W Sl4 SENE 

Total Acres 165 

TllN R04W S14 NWNE 

Total Acres 80 

05/02/2006 

Claim Number 67-4503 

30.00 

40.00 

10.00 

40.00 

Recommended Place of Use ___ See corrections to claimed POU above 

Twp Rge Sec QQ Q County Lot Num Acres Purpose of Use 

______ 1 __ 1 ____ _______ , ____________ _____ _ 

Total Acres 

Document how the POU was verified : 

Se..<z- OL -{+r;t ~ ·YV'<?f -f>r M+L W 





IDWR Field Exam Form 

Purpose of Use Data Entry Form 

Claimed Purpose of Use 

Water Use 

IRRIGATION 

Number of Homes Number of Stock 

_ Use Claimed Purpose of Use as Recommended Purpose of Use 

Water Right Purpose of Use 

Water Use 

IRRIGATION 

Recommended Purpose of Use 

Water Use 

Number of Homes 

Number of Homes 

Document how the Purpose of Use was verified: 

\~ .kp~ vu-;£o 

Reviewer: N'\ V1?, 

Number of Stock 

Number of Stock 

Acre Limit 

Acre Limit 

Acre Limit 

05/02/2006 

Claim Number 67-4503 

Number of Other 

Date: 5 - 3-0l, 



IDWR Field Exam Form 0510212006 

Period of Use and Quantity Data Entry Form 

Claimed Period of Use and Diversion Rate 

Water Use 

IRRIGATION 

Start 

3/15 

End 

11/15 

Overall Diversion Rate 3 Overall Diversion Volume 

Rate 

3 

Claim Number 67-4503 

Volume 

_ Use Claimed Period of Use and Quantity as Recommended Period of Use and Quantity 

Water Right Period of Use and Diversion Rate 

Water Use Start 

IRRIGATION 3/15 

End 

11/15 

Overall Diversion Rate 3 Overall Diversion Volume 

Recommended Period of Use and Diversion Rate 

Water Use Start End 

Rate 

3 

Rate 

Overall Diversion Rate ----- Overall Diversion Volume ____ _ 

Document how the Period of Use and/or Diversion Rate were verified: 

Volume 

Volume 

./)~ /l»J'f!__ sf.a~ ~fl LA~ 

Reviewer: _M __ V_/3 ___ _ Date: 5 - 3-Dto 



IDWR Field Exam Form 

Owner Type 

Original Owner 

Original Owner 

Original Owner 

Current Owner 

Current Owner 

Contacts Data Entry Form 

Full Name Address City 

JESSIE C WOODLAND 861 WOODLAND LN WEISER 

ROD R WOODLAND 861 WOODLAND LN WEISER 

KENNETH R SKOW 1025 LOWER CRANE WEISER 
CREEK RD 

JOHN ERSKINE FIELD 1025 LOWER CRANE WEISER 
CREEK RD 

MARY DENYSE FIELD 1025 LOWER CRANE WEISER 
CREEK RD 

05/02/2006 

Claim Number: 67-4503 

State Zip Phone 

ID 83672-537 (208)880-2605 
1 

ID 83672-537 (208)880-2605 
1 

ID 83672 (208)549-1839 

ID 83672 (208)549-0198 

ID 83672 (208)549-0198 

s - 3- oc;, Time: _ _ 9_:_{JQ __ aJVt. ____ _ 

Accompanied By:J 0 h n Fr e Id Phone Number: 

Relationship to Claimant: cfaj Y\llaY\ +-

Directions to Property (if different from above) and/or update owner information: 

Reviewer: f\A VB Date: S--3 - m 



AOOl 7627 Photo of Crane Creek above Upper Crane Creek Lateral Ditch. Crane Creek 
can be seen flowing to the right. Headgate for ditch can be seen to left. Camera is 
looking upstream. 

GPS name: FIELD CC. This is John Field's diversion off of the Upper Crane Creek 
Lateral Ditch (POD seen in the picture above). Picture is taken looking upstream. 



AOOl 7629. First picture is taken looking at Crane Creek. Top ofheadgate can be clearly 
seen. Flow was low because no water had been released from reservoir and ditch needed 
to be cleaned out. Second picture is taken looking downstream from headgate. 
Measurement was taken just downstream of bush in middle of photograph. 



MANNING EQUATION CHANNEL CAPACITY FIELD EXAM FORM 

Today's date: 
File Number: 
Claimant: 
Channel measured: 
Date of measurement: 
Location of diversion: 

1) TRSQQ: 
2) POD name (if known): 
3) GPS file name: 
4) GPS tag number: 

Calculation prepared by: 

Rod Readings 

Slope Data 

Basis (mark one): 

Stadia: 

Determining Roughness Coefficient 
(f R h C ffi . t k h V I rom our:i ness oe 1c1en wor s eel a ue co umn 
CHANNEL MATERIAL . 
SURFACE IRREGULARITY .• 

VARIATIONS IN SIZE AND SHAPE OF CROSS-SECTION ; 

CHANNEL OBSTRUCTIONS :< 
VEGETATION ·.· 

DEGREE OF MEANDERING 

> I• 
'{c 



CROSS SECTION NUMBER 1 

For File Number 67-4501A and 67-4503 for the 
Ditch off of Crane Creek for Field lands. 

Rod Water 
Number Reading Depth 

1 0.00 
2 0.60 
3 1. 00 
4 1. 20 
5 1.10 
6 0.90 
7 0.50 
8 0.40 
9 0.30 

10 -0.10 

The area for this cross section is 
and the wetted perimeter is 

0.00 
0.60 
1. 00 
1.20 
1.10 
0.90 
0.50 
0.40 
0.30 

-0.10 

5.95 square feet 
9.45 feet. 

Distance 

0.00 
1. 00 
2.00 
3.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 
7.00 
8.00 
9.00 



MANNING EQUATION CHANNEL CAPACITY RESULTS 

File Number: 67-4501A and 67-4503 
Claimant: John and Mary Field 
Channel measured: Ditch off of Crane Creek for Field lands. 
Date of measurement: 5-3-06 
Measurement location: 

05-08-2006 

Measurement taken about 50 yards downstream of headgate on ditch. 
Calculation prepared by: Monica Van Bussum 
Comments about the measurement: 

The results of the calculation are: 
The length of the channel measured is 100 feet. 
The upstream and downstream rod readings are 6.50 and 6.70 feet. 
The channel cross section is 5.95 ft-sq. 
The wetted perimeter is 9.45 feet. 
The hydraulic radius is 0.63 feet. 
The slope is 0.0020 
The roughness coefficient is 0.0550 
The flow velocity is 0.890 ft/sec. 
The rate of flow is 5.29 cfs. 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576 
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM 
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM 

Ident. Number 
Date Received: 

1. Name of Claimant(s) 

Receipt No: 
Received By: 

NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT 
ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW 

JOHN ERSKINE FIELD 
1025 LOWER CRANE RD 
WEISER ID USA 83672 

Phone: (208) 549-0198 

MARY DENYSE FIELD Phone : ( 2 0 8) 5 4 9 - 019 8 

1025 LOWER CRANE RD 
WEISER ID USA 83672 

2. Date of Priority: 03/15/1919 

3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER 

4. Point of Diversion: 

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 Lot 

llN 03W 7 SW NW 

5. Description of diverting works: 

DITCHES 

6. Water is used for the following purposes: 

County 

WASHINGTON 

Purpose 
IRRIGATION 

From To C.F.S. 

7. Total Quantity Appropriated is: 
3 C.F.S. 

8. Total consumptive use: 

3/15 11/15 3 

Type 

67-4503 
10/23/1989 
C012458 

(or) A.F.A 

SCANNED 

APR 1~2flM 
67-4503 05/28/2002 1 



9. Non-irrigation uses: 

10. Place of use: 

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres 

llN 04W 12 SW SW IRRIGATION 10 
SE SW IRRIGATION 30 

Section Acres 40 

llN 04W 13 NW NW IRRIGATION 35 

Section Acres 35 

llN 04W 14 NE NE IRRIGATION 40 
NW NE IRRIGATION 40 
SE NE IRRIGATION 10 

Section Acres 90 

Total Acres 165 

11. Place of use in counties: WASHINGTON 

12. Do you own the property listed above as place of use? Yes 

13. Other Water Rights Used: 

14. Remarks: 

Ownership changed by DB 5/28/2002 

15. Basis of Claim: Statutory Claim 

67-4503 05/28/2002 2 



.•. Form 42-248/42-1409(6) l/9/<J7 ~~ .' [U.A-, I r.l ECE I VE U 

OCT 4. ~ 2000, 

/ () ,-' /0 .- 0 {., 
STA TE OF IDAHO 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES /be rf- C rJ 5rJ cf;!}/ 

O~partmentotWater ResoumesNOTICE OF CHANGE OF WATER RIGHT OWNERSHIP fl/j_cfc!tuY" 
fv.11. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Please print or type. Attach pages with additional infonnation. Instructions are on the back of this page. 

Water Right No(s) .: 

Adjudication Claim No(s).: 

Incomplete fonns will be returned. 

~~10650, A67-00665, A67-00663A, A67-00664B, A67-04501A, 
A67-04503, A67-14116, A67-14117, 67-07141 

The following REQUIRED information must be submitted with this form: 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 0 2000 
A. A copy of the most recent DEED, TITLE POLICY, CONTRACT OF SALE or other legal documeWA1ia~iR&~eer 

ownership of the property and water rights or claims in question, WITH ATTACHED LEGAL DES~~~ION 
AND 

B. PLAT OF PROPERTY or SURVEY MAP for parcel of ten acres or less. (These are usually attached to your deed or 
on file with the county.) 

OR 
C. For water rights or adjudication claims involving ten or more irrigated acres, a USDA Farm Service Agency AERIAL 

PHOTO with irrigated acres outlined and point(s) of diversion clearly marked. 

N rune and Address of Former 
Owner/Claimant 

New Owner/Claimant(s) 

New Mailing Address 

City, State and ZIP Code 

New Telephone Number 

Date you acquired the property 

Kenneth R. Skow 

975:: .E:~ ''Ihdiimhead ~Road •. , Weiser, ID 83672 

John Erskine Field or Mary Denyse Field 
Name Connector (Check one): [ ] and, [ ] or,JPf and/or 

1025 Lower ,Crane Road 

Weiser, Idaho 83672 

(;).0$) 5Cf-q-o / 98 
May 30, 2000 

6. If you have acquired only a portion of the former owner's property, IDWR may need to split the water right(s) or 
adjudication claim(s). If this applies, describe in detail your portion of each water right or adjudication claim in the spaces 
below. If necessary, attach additional pages. 

Number of acres you irrigate ____ _ Number and type of stock _______ _ 

Diversion rate in CFS --- Number of homes ____ _ Other uses ____ _ 

If a water right or adjudication claim is being split and you are not sure how to identify your portion of the original right 

or claim, please contact the nearest I<?Z for assistance~ .~ 

Signature of New Owner V &~ · " 
or Claimant(s) " 

7. 

(Corporations or other organizations must subnu d/or officers demonstrating authority to sign form.) 

8. For Snake River Basin Adjudication Claims: Please attach a Notice of Appearance completed by your attorney, if you wish 
IDWR to correspond with him or her for all matters related to your claims .. 



~ECEIVEL: 179801 

OCT 4 ·~ 2000 
Approved 
Initials 

--I-~+---'-'-

Oepartroent ot WaterHesau~s 

WARRANTY DEED 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, KENNETH R. SKOW and RANAE SKOW, husband and wife, 
the Granters, do hereby, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto JOHN ERSKINE FIELD and 
MARY DENYSE FIELD, husband and wife, the Grantees, whose address is 1025 Lower 
Crane Road, Weiser, ID 83672, the following described real estate situated in Washington 
County, State of Idaho, to-wit: 

TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH, RANGE 4 WEST, BOISE MERIDIAN: 

Section 11: EY2SEX; 
Section 12: That portion of the N%SWX lying southeasterly of the existing 

County road right of way. 
swxswx, 
SEXSWX EXCEPTING AND RESERVING THEREFROM the 
following described tract: 
Beginning at a point 419 feet North of the southeast comer of 
the SWX of Section 12: 
Thence North 436 feet; 
Thence South 42 ° 40' West 206 feet; 
Thence South 26° 18' East 317 feet to the PLACE OF 
BEGINNING; 

Section 13: NW% and that part of the SW%NE% lying Westerly of the right 
of way for existing county road known as Lower Crane Road; 

Section 14: NY2NEX and SEXNE%; 
Section 24: NW%NE%, S%NE%, and NE%SE%; 

TOGETHER WITH 200 acre feet of Primary Storage in Crane Creek Reservoir. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises, with their appurtenances unto the said 
Grantees, their successors and assigns forever. And the said Granters do hereby 
covenant to and with the said Grantees, that they are the owner in fee simple of said 
premises; that said premises are free from all incumbrances, and that they will warrant and 
defend the same from all lawful claims whatsoever. 

DATED this 3 O day of May, 2000. 

Instrument# 179801 
WEISER, WASHINGTON COUNTY, IDAHO 
2000-05-30 . 04:30:00 No. of Pages: 2 
Recorded for: WASHINGTON COUNTY TIT 
SHARON WIDNER e : 
Ex-Officio Recorder Deputy'-A/).

0

m._jUfq;;.~~~ 
Index to: DEED 

Warranty Deed - Page 1. 



17980~ 

STATE OF IDAHO ) 
: SS 

County of Washington ) 

On this 30 day of May, 2000, before-me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for 
said State, personally appeared KENNETH R. SKOW and RANAE SKOW known to me 
to be the persons who signed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that they 
executed the same. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal the day and 

year first above written. ~ A . / _ I 
~'tr~< 1eMK 

Warranty Deed - Page 2. 

Notary Public for Idaho 
Residing at Weiser, Idaho/ / 
Commission expires: .3 7 /2-o<.J S-



( LA \ V'AS f5 ::r_ S"' {Gow 

s k o ~ -*- o -F ' t:: LD o\...UIJlfJ'H !1 crtf\µUs-

Ab/ - b63A 

T ll t-.J 1 RY.W J S I ~ I 

i\~7- 6<;,L\- lS 

TitNJ 1<.L\.W1 St-Z.1 

ACo1-- bbs 
Tt\ tJ; -P.L\W 

) 

A <o 1- tis o t f\ 

t~.JCrtf: 

fv\ tt"P I..., t=1 Lf 
µ ~ s l>...>J ,s-w S'-0 - t..;..tJ~S t iv tl'l~Cf 

R'-1.t- Lt~ 
V'-\. t t-TCtf U... {' •• 

T 11 N1 124w, 5 rs J llf1'Jv.>1 ~w µ\U 



St l tJE..Sf_ 
1 
)(lf. ( £~ s-'£,) 

St 2 P()r-~(o~ o~ t-J Yz. S-w f:A--S'ft:TZL)' or:: f'tJff r(J ~A"'!) 

515 1'Jv.}tJwr µ(µw, S---...J~vJ;~fµw (r--JVJ~ 

NA ~ s w N (_ - p Pr{Z.f' L7 CN (,. \JJf ~TFU/ of- f<. i0kJ- 0 t c.-1t.7 
~H 

_ ~p.. 0 ~ Lo'V£,~ (r<J...N6 12.ol!H) 
'fl. I &-rt7) 

-:;;:- I<-\ N r=:.. ~ E..; µ w µf. ( µ I;'- JJ'--) 
s-£tJ~ 

\0 cff f : 0 L k c LJ\- l ~ T'Rl\"CU wlR£ u •T Lt \TF-o ()i-J w 1tfl. tut.+-'Tj 

lJE'E-t:> Ar-fD Tlt\-o~£ T{Z.kfS u;~£ L£F\ 1 JJ Cr.Ac~Atvi.S 

f'JA:-r4- fu £L ~PL,, f....J<.f6~.s ttvo W(. t-1~ A Ric' k~~~rrd-l 

\eA;crs: Tl\~, 12-4uJ, Sl\.I Sw Sf: ~ S" 131 $\JJSl.U 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM 
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM. 

CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576 

!dent. Number: 
Date Received: 
Receipt No: 
Received By: 

A67-04503 
10/20/1989 

C012458 

COPY FOR 
YOUR FILES 

NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT 
ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW 

COPY FOR 
YOUR FILES 

1. Name: KENNETH R SKOW 208-549-1839 
Address: 1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK RD 

WEISER ID 83672 

2. Date of Priority: MAR 15, 1919 

3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER 

4. Point of Diversion: 

Township 
llN 

Range 
03W 

Section 
7 

1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 
SW NW 

5. Description of diverting works: 
DITCHES 

6. Water is used for the following purposes: 

Lot County 
WASHINGTON 

Purpose 
IRRIGATION 

From To C.F.S (or) A.F.A. 
03/15 11/15 3.000 

7. Total Quantity Appropriated is: 
3.000 C.F.S. (and/or) A.F.A. 

8. Total consumptive use is 525.0 Acre Feet Per Annum. 

9. Non-irrigation uses: 
S/300 

10. Place of Use: 

Township 
llN 

A67-04503 

Range 
04W 

Section 
12 

Page 

1/4 of 1/4 Lot 
SW SW 
SE SW 

1 

Use 
IRR 
IRR 

Acres 
10.0 
30.0 

Date: 02/23/93 

MICROFILMED 
AUG 0 5 1~~4 



1 0 . Place of Use: Continued 

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/ 4 Lot Use Acres 

Section Acres 40 . 0 

13 NW NW IRR 35. 0 

Section Acres 35. 0 

14 NE NE IRR 40 . 0 
NW NE IRR 40 . 0 
SE NE IRR 1 0 . 0 

Section Acres 9 0 . 0 

Total Acres 165. 0 

11. Place of use in c ounties: WASHI NGTON 

12. Do you own the property listed above as place o f use? YES 

13. Other Water Rights Used: 
67- 00 665, 67- 00 664, 67- 00 663 , 67- 0 45 01 

14. Re marks: 

15. Basis o f Claim: STATUTORY CLAIM 

A67- 0 45 0 3 Page 2 Date: 02/23/ 93 

MlCROrllMED 
AUG 0 5 1994 



I 
IN" lHE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS 

RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM 

.;µit,~ifM!.~~¥~(q;:~ IN WATER SYSTEM. 

CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576 

!dent. Number: A67-04503 
Date Received: 10/06/1989 
Receipt No: t,,O\'Z-L\S'O 
Received By: O\l.. 

NOTICE OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT 
Department ot Water Resources ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW 

1. Name: KENNETH R. SKOW 208-549-1839 
Address: 1025 LOWER CRANE CREEK ROAD 

WEISER, ID 83672 

2. Date of Priority: MAR 15, 1919 

3. Source: CRANE CREEK Trib. to: WEISER RIVER 

4. Point of Diversion: 

Township 
llN 

Range 
03W 

Section 
7 

1/4 of 1/4 of 1/4 
SW NW 

5. Description of diverting works: 
DITCHES 

6. Water is used for the following purposes: 

Lot County 
WASHINGTON 

Purpose 
IRRIGATION 

From To C.F.S (or) A.F.A. 
03/15 11/15 3.000 

7. Total Quantity Appropriated is: 
3.000 C.F.S. (and/or) A.F.A. 

8. Total consumptive use is 525.0 Acre Feet Per Annum. 

9. Non-irrigation uses: 
S/300 

10. Place of Use: 

Township 
llN 

A67-04503 

Range 
04W 

Section 
12 

Page 

1/4 of 1/4 
SW SW 
SE SW 

1 

Lot Use 
IRR 
IRR 

Acres 
10.0 
30.0 

Section Acres 40.0 

Date: 10/06/89 

MICROFILMED 
AUG 0 5 1!j~4 



10. Place of Use: Continued 

Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres 
llN 04W 13 NW NW IRR 35.0 

Section Acres 35.0 

14 NE NE IRR 40.0 
NW NE IRR 40.0 
SE NE IRR 10.0 

Section Acres 90.0 

Total Acres 165.0 

11. Place of use in counties: WASHINGTON 

12. Do you own the property listed above as 1 place of use? YES 

13. Other Water Rights Used: 
67 - 00665, 67-00664, 67-00663, 67-04501 

14. Remarks: 

15. Basis of Claim: STATUTORY CLAIM 

A67-04503 Page 2 Date: 10/06/89 

MiCROFILMED 
AUG 0 5 1~94 



16. Signature(s) 

(a.) By signing below, I/We acknowledge that I/We have received, read and 
understand the form entitled "How you will recei~e otice in the Snake River 
Basin Adjudication." (b.) I/We do do not ) wish to receive and pay 
a small annual fee for monthly copieSOf the doc e t-" sheet. 

Number of attachments: 

For Individuals: 

contained in the I/We do solemnly swear or affirm that the statements 
foregoing document are true an~~/ ~ 

Signature of Claimant(s): ~~-\---~.:_._..==~==c=.,c.~~=->--"""""~:o.=...~~- Date: 

State of Ida~d I j SS. 

County of /Jh.1/1.fltr (\ 
Subscrib~d anPi swor ? (or af~ irmed) before me 

of ID ,,,( t 19 
1 7 

Seal 
Residing at 

My Commission 

A67-04503 Page 3 

Date: 

Date: 10/ 06/89 

lv11CROFILMED 
AUG 0 5 1994 
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THE VALLEY 

The Lower Crane Valley is located approxiMateJy 13 Miles upstreaM froM the 
confluence of the Weiser and Snake Rivers. The valley is approxiMately 18 
Miles long, startinQ north froM the Presley Bridge and continuing to Concrete 
in the north. On the west, the valley is bounded by the Weiser River, the 
Pacific and Idaho Northern Railroad CPIN Line), and the western hills. On the 
south it is bounded by Bear Creek and continues east to the Mercury Mine. FroM 
the Mercury Mine, the boundary continues north to the Crane Creek Canyon. At 
that point it turns northwest to Dead Man, and finally west to Morehead Creek 
which flows into the Weiser River, and intersects the railroad at Concrete. 
The valley is approxiMately 3 Miles wide at its MaxiMUM width. 

Several sMall streaMs flow froM the east, cut across the valley and flow 
into the Weiser River. Starting froM the south at the Presley Bridge the first 
streaM is Bear Creek. Continuing north, the next streaM is First Creek which 
flows into the river just west of the Y in the Lower Crane Road where that road 
starts a loop of the valley. The next Major streaM in the valley is Crane 
Creek. It flows into the river between the properties of Clarence Chrestesen 
and Rod Woodland. Continuing north, there are about three unnaMed drainage 
systeMs that carry water during run-off periods. The next streaM, drainage 
froM Sandy Springs to the east, has soMe running water year round except during 
drought years. Continuing north, Jennie WilliaMs Creek flows into the river 
just south of the Tallent's upper property which they identify as the Lower 
Kiser place. Inside the fe~ce on their property is another un-naMed streaM 
that carries water year round. At the end of the road is the last streaM, 
Morehead Creek. It flows into the river froM the east just across froM the 
Concrete railroad siding. It is the east-west northern boundary of the Lower 
Crane Creek Valley. 

Other landMarks that are of interest in the valley are the Mercury Mine 
with its pink cliffs which were caused by the duMped waste froM the Mine. It 
lies on the south and east, and is the highest point in that part of the 
valley. Molly's Butte is another landMark. It is the highest point within the 
valley, and is located in the Middle of the valley between the loop of Lower 
Crane Road. 
It is the only point that will .not be covered by water if the proposed 

Galloway OaM is built. Local legend relates that it got its naMe froM the wife 
of JaMes NorMan Harris, first hoMesteader in the valley. "Molly" retreated to 
that hill during spring run-off when Crane Creek would go out of its banks 
endangering the Harris hoMe. FroM the road at the top of Molly's Butte, a 
person can see in the distance to the north beautiful Hitt Mountain. It is 
snow covered Much of the year. To the east is the Crane Creek Canyon, the 
landMark for which this valley got its naMe, and a little to the north and west 
of the canyon is a sMall round butte capped with riM rock. It is noteworthy 
because of its unusual shape. Finally, to the west are the high hills, soMe 
edged with riM rock, the results of the river cutting its way through the 
valley in a Much earlier era of tiMe. 

GEOLOGY 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". 
Creek Valley was one sMall portion of that which God created. 

Lower Crane 
In the very 



early Millenia of tiMe, this area was covered by a great inland sea which 
covered the whole area of what is now known as the ColuMbia River Plateau. 
Large deposits of sediMentary Materials that becaMe liMestone, shale, and 
sandstone were laid down during this period. 

The next great change caMe about during the PerMian Period which occured 
about two hundred Million years ago. A great upthrust of igneous (volcanic) 
intrusions began. They tilted the beds of sediMentary deposits forMed by the 
great inlan~ sea upward. 

The Tertiary Period caMe next--about twenty or thirty Million 
years ago. Violent volcanic eruptions piled billions of tons of lava over the 
landscape. Huge volcanic rocks were spewed out. These violent actions of 
nature left a layered appearance of sediMentary type soils intersperced and 
interbedded with basaltic flows. During this great upheaval the rivers changed 
their courses and cut down through the soils. This eMptied the great inland 
sea. At that tiMe the Snake River Basin and the Weiser River watershed which 
flows into the Snake were forMed Much as they are today. These great 
geological events left our present soils varied. We have the rich sediMentary 
soils forMed by the great inland sea, and the basaltic rocks and volcanic soils 
forMed by the great lava flows. The volcanic nature of the area was also 
responsible for several geotherMal springs in the Lower Crane Creek Valley. 
The Metal, Mercury, was also deposited during this tiMe period with one Major 
deposit in the Crane Creek area. There is also a sMattering of gold, but so 
far no Major deposits have been found. SoMe petrified wood is found as well as 
agate and jasper. 

CLIMATE, VEGETATION, AND WILDLIFE 

The cliMate of the Lower Crane Creek area is arid. Precipitation ranges 
froM between ten and twenty inches per year with the average about thirteen 
inches. This Moisture falls both in the forM of rain and snow. Most of the 
precipitation coMes in the late fall, winter, and early spring. Snow can be 
expected froM the first of DeceMber until the first of March with an average 
depth of one foot. The cliMate is reasonably teMperate as far as daily and 
yearly teMperatures are concerned. The teMperature usually varies about thirty 
degrees froM Morning to afternoon. There are definately four seasons. Winter 
is cold with about two weeks of below zero weather. Occasionally it drops to 
Minus twenty-five degrees. The cold winter weather often results in the Weiser 
River freezing over. Then when the weather starts to warM up, usually about 
the first week in February, the ice breaks up. Quite often rain will coMe with 
the warMer weather. The results are floods and ice jaMs. SuMMers are warM 
with approxiMately two weeks of one hundred plus teMperatures. Mornings are 
usually cool, but late afternoons are hot. The springs are usually cool and 
often wet. Fall has the Most enjoyable teMperature with warM sunny days and 
cool nights. There is usually a week or two of Indian SuMMer. 

Since this is an arid cliMate the natural vegetation consists of sagebrush, 
bitterbrush, and native grasses. In the early spring wild flowers abound. 
Desert violets appear in early March followed by lupine, wild parsley, wild 
roses, syringa, and several other species. In the suMMer the hills are covered 
by sunflowers. Native bunch grass was found in great abundance when the first 
settlers arrived. Now Much of the native grasses have been killed off due to 
over-grazing. They have been replaced by less desirable grasses .such as 
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Medusahead Rye and Cheat grass. 
The arid cliMate has Made it necessary to irrigate Most farM crops. The 

soil is very rich and produces good crops of alfalfa hay and sMall grains when 
it receives water during the late spring and suMMer Months. Much of the higher 
elevations are too rocky and steep· for irrigation so are only suitable for 
grazing. Therefore, the Major industry in Lower Crane Valley is cattle 
production. 

Even thoLlgh this is a desert cliMate wild gaMe abounds. It is an 
attractive area for hunters interested in gaMe birds such as pheasant, 
chuck~rs, quail, and partridge. Hunters are also interested in Mule deer. In 
the last few years elk herds have Moved into the area. 

The Weiser River is also a habitat for Many water fowl. According to a 
survey, thirty species of water fowl live in this valley. Canada geese, ducks, 
and blue heron are the Most coMMon ones. Many species of raptors are also 
found in this valley. They include the bald eagle, golden eagle, several 
species of hawks, and owls. The long-billed curlew, which is a protected 
specie, nests on the grassy hillsides in early spring then Migrates south. 
Over one hundred and thirty different species of song birds have been 
docuMented as living in this valley. Robins, orioles, gold finches, song 
sparrows, Meadow larks and blackbirds are a few. The riparian area close to 
the river has Made this valley a Migratory path for Many of our feathered 
friends. 

Several species of fur bearing aniMals Make their hoMe in this valley. 
Beaver, Muskrat, and raccoon are found on the streaMs and river. Coyote, 
bobcat, skunk, badger, MarMonts, jackrabbits and cottontail rabbits range 
throughout the valley and hills. 

Several varieties of rodents also inhabit this valley. Many varieties of 
Mice, gophers, and ground squirrels abound. One, the Idaho Ground Squirrel, is 
indigenous only to this area and a sMall portion of AdaMs and Payette Counties. 

Snakes and lizards also Make their hoMes in Lower Crane Creek Valley. The 
only poisonous specie is the Western Rattlesnake. It is found aMong the rocky 
areas usually away froM hoMes and farM lands. Racers, gopher snakes, bull 
snakes, gardner snakes can be found near fields and streaMs. 

FIRST INHABITANTS 

The first inhabitants in the Valley were Indians .... Shoshonean-
speaking people. They inhabited the Great Basin as early as 4000 B.C. SMall 
faMily groups occupied the river basins. Evidence of Indians in the Lower 
Crane Creek area is very apparent. Artifacts are found all along the Weiser 
River. The hot springs at the Mouth of the canyon was a Major caMping site. 
Many artifacts such as arrow heads, Mortar and pestle, other weapons and a 
pictograph are evidence of the early inhabitants. Many of the very early 
inhabitants lived in caves and had a very Meager existence. The Weiser 
River itself becaMe a highway froM the north for Nez Perce Indians who caMe 
to this area to fight their traditional eneMies, the Shoshone-Bannock 
tribes. They also caMe to trade and to fish. The Mouth of the Weiser River 
and the Snake River was a traditional fishing place for Many tribes during 
salMon runs. Other tribes such as the Paiutes and UMatillas also co-Mingled 
in this area. 

The fir~t white Men in the Weiser River ~rea were explorers, trappers and 
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hunters. The Wileen Price Hunt expedition was the first group of white Men to 
go through this area on their way to the Mouth of the ColuMbia. These 
Astorians, as they were called, were responsible for the Weiser River being put 
on one of the first Maps Made of this area. They were also responsible for it 
being naMed after a MeMber of the Lewis and Clark expedition---a Peter M. 
Weiser. However, his naMe was spelled "Wiser" on that early Map. SoMe of 
the MeMbers of that expedition later joined the North West CoMpany and hunted 
and trapped the tributaries of the Snake River. Hudsons Bay CoMpany trappers 
also hunted and trapped the tributaries of the Snake. No doubt soMe of those 
trappers Moved up and down the Weiser River looking for beaver. The Mouth of 
Crane Creek would have been a likely place for those trappers. 

The lure of gold brought the next group of white Men into the area. Along 
with theM caMe the first settlers with their desire for free land. Gold was 
discovered in Orofino in 1860. This brought large groups of people to the gold 
fields. Trouble between the Whites and the Indians resulted, and it wasn't 
u~til 1878 when the Indian wars were settled that Many settlers caMe to stay. 
Two actions by the United States Congress helped to encourage people to 
iMMigrate west. The Donation Land Act was passed by Congress on SepteMber 27, 
1850. Its purpose was to encourage iMMigration to Oregon Country. 
The second was the HoMestead Act passed on May 20, 1862 which granted free 
land to faMilies who wished to settle in the west and farM. This latter act 
was probably Most responsible for bringing settlers into the Lower Crane 
Valley. 

The area was first surveyed in 1870 by M. ThoMpson when Idaho was still a 
territory. By 1899 we see evidence of settlers on the Weiser Riv~r. Another 
early survey Map dated 1899 shows the PI&N railroad as well as a few hoMestead 
claiMs in the Lower Crane Valley. By 1914 there were Many hoMesteads. 
Irrigation projects had been established. The Crane Creek Reservoir, and the 
fluMe that carried its water to the hoMesteads, were in operation. The fluMe 
only lasted a few years into the 1920's. The high cost of Maintenence and low 
prices for farM products caused it to be abandoned. After that Many faMilies 
sold out or lost their land . The reMaining faMilies bought up Much of the 
land for taxes. In 1987 the land in this valley is owned by seven faMilies. 

IRRIGATION 

It becaMe apparent froM the very beginning that land in the Lower Crane 
Creek Valley Must be irrigated in order to grow crops. An early survey Map and 
notes, with the date 1899, shows an irrigation ditch. That hillside ditch 
carried water froM the north side of Crane Creek in the hot springs area (now 
owned by Greg GrahaM) west through Sections 12 and 11 until it reached what is 
now Tallent property. The ditch ended just above the property now owned by Rod 
Woodland on the hillside above his house. This ditch watered land on 
the north side of Crane Creek. Starting froM the hot springs and going west, 
the first hoMesteaders with land patents were: J.J. Hansen, WilliaM Kiser, 
George Kiser, E. H. Wilburn, George Triplow, 0. A. Purcell, and A. T. 
Jennings. Land owners in 1987 starting froM the hot springs and going west are: 
Greg GrahaM, Dwight Maddox, Darrell Clapp, Kenneth R. Skow, Rod Woodland, and 
R. J. Tallent. 

That ditch was engineered and built by the Purcell brothers, probably with 
the help of ~ Mr. Daugherty who did not get a patent to his land. He was 
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living there in 1899, and later sold his land to 0. A. Purcell, Clark and 
Orval's father. The other hoMesteaders probably also helped to build the 
ditch. In later years the ditch was Maintained Mostly by the Purcells and the 
Woodlands. After 1970, it was Maintained by the Tallents and the Woodlands. 
In 1982 all the water users on the'ditch forMed an association called the Lower 
Crane Creek Ditch Lateral Association, Incorporated. The object of that 
association was to iMprove and Maintain the ditch. All users contribute to its 
Maintenance ~nd all benefit by having better control over the water. These 
users are very fortunate to have soMe of the best water rights in the State. 
They have aMple water throughout the irrigating season. 

Another very early ditch was called the JaMes AdaMs ditch. It supplied 
water froM Crane Creek to users on the south side of the creek. In the year 
1903, it was in operation. The Theuer faMily (land first hoMesteaded by WilliaM 
Aldridge and sold to Theuer in 1904) profitted froM this ditch. Also JaMes K. 
Martin. His land later becaMe part of the Theuer property. All that land is 
now owned by Kenny and RaNae Skow. 

The very first hoMesteader in Lower Crane Creek Valley was JaMes NorMan 
Harris. His property was located on the south side of Crane Creek at its 
Mouth. Harris had used Crane Creek water for Many years before he filed his 
hoMestead claiM. In the early 190©'s Many hoMesteaders caMe into the valley 
and started using Crane Creek water. Those above Harris took More than their 
share. In 1909 the water in Crane Creek was adjudicated. JaMes NorMan Harris 
was awarded the first water right on Crane Creek--27.85 Miners inches. J. K. 
Martin and WilliaM Theuer the second right--19.87 and 13.56 Miners inches 
respectively. The third right went to Wash Hinze--9.45 Miners inches. The 
fourth right went to George Triplow, Applegate Brothers, and 0. A. Purcell with 
44.88, 18.47 and 42.25 Miners inches respectively. The fifth right went to Ed 
Wilburn--4 Miners inches. The sixth right went to George Kiser--29.36 Miners 
inches. The seventh right to Ed Wilburn--22 Miners inches and the eighth right 
to Crane Creek Irrigation Land and Power CoMpany--11 .76 Miners inches. The 
final Decree was Made April 10, 1913 and filed and entered April 22, 1913. 
About the tiMe Crane Creek Reservoir was put in, ditch coMpanies were forMed so 
they could get reservoir water to water their lands. The first coMpany to 
serve this valley was Crane Creek Irrigation. It was forMed in 1909. The next 
coMpany was Washington County Irrigation District which lasted froM 1923 until 
1938. TiMes were hard for the hoMesteaders during this tiMe period. The old 
wooden fluMe, which carried water froM the reservoir to the Mouth of the Weiser 
River canyon, was abandoned. FarM prices were low because of a post World Warl 
depression. Many of the hoMesteaders lost their land. SoMe of that land went 
to the Irrigation District which had a lien on property froM those who did not 
pay their assessMents. Washington County Irrigation District was dissolved in 
1938. The Weiser Cove Irrigation District was forMed in 1943, and a flood 
control district was forMed in 1953. Later the water users in this valley 
pulled out froM the Weiser Cove Irrigation District and forMed the Crane Creek 
Independent Wa1er Users Association which is still serving this area at this 
writing. 

Many sMall ditches were put in by the early setlers, and reMnants of those 
ditches are still apparent. The Purcell faMily extended their ditches to water 
all the bottoM land near the river, and M~ch of the Triplow--later called the 
old Boge Harris~- property was irrigated. Up the river on property hoMesteaded 
by Joseph Kiser and JaMes Lewallen-- now owned by Phil Soulen--there are 
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reMains of an old irrigation ditch. That ditch carried water to the old 
ZuMwalt place which had good bottoM land next to the river. That property 
is now owned by the Tallents. 

Since 1970 the Main channel of the Lower Crane Creek Ditch Lateral has 
been extended froM the corner above Woodlands to the first ravine on Tallent 
property. The Tallents have extended it farther. It now waters all the 
land that they have leveled since the early 1970's. A sprinkler systeM that 
puMps water froM the ravine waters the hills that cannot be watered by gravity. 
The Tallents have added close to two hundred acres of land that can be 
irrigated since they bought the property. 

In the south end of the valley on the old Presley place, a pivot 
irrigation systeM has been in~talled by the present owner, Darrel Marvin. He 
also uses soMe gated pipe to irrigate land on the west side of the river. 
Clarence Chrestesen sprinkles soMe of his "dry land" with water that collects 
in a pond he constructed. Kenny Skow also sprinkles soMe of his "dry land", 
but he has a well. Irrigation has coMe a long way since the early 1900's. 

THE FAMILIES TODAY 

THE CHRESTESEN FAMILY 

Clarence and Martha Chrestesen live on the south side of Crane Creek just 
below Molly's Butte on land first hoMesteaded by JaMes NorMan Harris, the first 
hoMesteader in the valley. Clarence has lived here longer than any other 
resident. He was born on the Bear Creek property in the southeast part of the 
valley on what he calls his "dry land" in the year of 1917. Clarence is the 
second son of Chris and Minnie Chrestesen. They caMe to the valley in the 
early 1900's. His older brother, Frank, was born in 1902. 

Martha was born in Wheeler, Washington, near Moses Lake. She Met Frank 
Chrestesen there. They were Married in 1927 and caMe to Lower Crane Valley in 
1929. They had two children, Frank or Bud as he is called, and Mary Lou. 
After Frank passed away Martha and Clarence were Married. The year was 1949. 
Bud works with Clarence on the ranch and Mary Lou, who is Married to Clark 
Purcell, lives on the Weiser Flat. [During the tiMe when this history was being 
coMpiled, Martha's long struggle with cancer ended. She passed away October 
15, 1987, at the age of 78. Her passing has left a loss to the Valley, and a 
feeling of sadness to those reMainingJ 

Clarence's early schooling was in Weiser, but after his Mother died he 
coMpleted the last two years at Echo Dell School in Lower Crane Creek Valley. 
His hoMe on Bear Creek was about a Mile away froM school so he rode his horse 
back and forth. His teacher at Echo Dell was Merle Baker. She still lives at 
the Mouth of the Weiser River canyon. Her two sons Manage the ranch and raise 
registered Black Angus cattle. Echo Dell school no longer exists. The only 
reMaining landMark is an old puMp which stands high in the air on land 
belonging to Kenny Skow~-land that has been lowered several feet by leveling. 

Clarenc~ is a cow-calf Man. He raises fine Hereford cattle. His calves 
always get top dollar when the tiMe coMes to sell. In his early years Clarence 
worked away froM the ranch. In the early J940's he worked at the Mercury Mine 
which is just above his Bear Creek ranch. The Idaho AlaMedin Mercury Mine, as 
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it was called, was owned and operated by Herbert Hoover, Jr.-- son of our 
forMer president. Other partners were Alan Hoover, and L. K Requa. Cla~ence 

worked as a Mill operator. The going wages in 1940-41 were fifty cents an hour 
or four dollars a day. Clarence, who was a Mill operator, got four and a half 
dollars a day. That was pretty good wages in those days. When the weather and 
roads were good Clarence was able to go back and forth every day froM the ranch 
to the Mine. After a couple of years he quit to help his father on the ranch 
on a full tiMe basis. Clarence has lived on Bear Creek and Lower Crane Valley 
all of his life, and even when he worked at the Mercury Mine he helped out on 
the ranch. Since 1950, when his father died, Clarence has been in coMplete 
control of the ranch. He has always raised Hereford cattle and in the early 
days ran about 125 or More head of cows. He has cut down soMe since Martha 
hasn't been well. Now he runs about 100 head. Martha's son, Bud, has taken 
over Much of the work since 1981 when Martha's health started to deteriorate. 
Before that tiMe Bud worked on construction for Many years. 

Clarence's ranch is one of the bigger ranches in Lower Crane Creek Valley. 
He has a total of 1600 acres. Of those, 200 acres are dry land farM, and 30 
acres are irrigated. The rest is in range land. 

In the early days the Crane Creek Reservoir Made a big iMpact on this 
area. A fluMe which went around the hills carried water to help irrigate Much 
of the land. The Bear Creek ranch was irrigated by Clarence's dad. It didn't 
last long though--only froM about 1910 to the early 1920's. The cost of 
Maintaining it was too high. Rocks froM the hillsides would roll into the 
fluMe causing probleMs, and high costs to reMove theM. In the early 1920's it 
was abandoned. Altogether there were about four and ahalf Miles of continuous 
fluMe, and Many other fluMe Siphons and ditches to Maintain. There was a 
diversion daM on the hillside at the Mouth of the canyon. ReMnants of the 
concrete siphons are still a reMinder of an earlier tiMe. The reservoir did 
Make a difference to their valley hoMe. In the early days during spring 
run-off the water at the Mouth of Crane Creek was so high it would surround the 
area where Clarence's house stands today. The J. N. Harris faMily, who were 
the first hoMesteaders, had a cabin up on the hill that they Moved into during 
flood tiMe. The hill becaMe known as Molly's Butte naMed after Mrs. Harris. 

In 1930 the Chrestesens purchased the place at the Mouth of Crane Creek 
froM Boge Harris, a son of J.N. Harris. Clarence has spent Much tiMe and Money 
leveling the land so it waters good. This place is note-worthy for having the 
first ajudicated water right issued on Crane Creek. Clarence raises hay and 
sMall grains on the two places and has irrigated pasture on the lower place 
which takes care of his 100 plus cows when the range is dry and no longer 
supports his aniMals. If the Galloway DaM, which is being proposed, is built 
Much of Clarence's land would be flooded. All the 160 acres on Crane Creek 
would be flooded. The high daM would also cover Much of the dry land on Bear 
Creek. A lower daM would leave soMe of the Bear Creek ranch uncovered. 

Clarence's brand for his cattle is called a lazy V over a lazy 5--~. The 
forMer brand was A S Bar---~ It was originally the brand of Arthur Saab who 
lived on NutMeg Flat. Clarence took the bar out of the A and below the S so 
the Idaho Brand Inspection OepartMent would let hiM register it. 

Travel was very hard in the early days during the spring and winter. 
Roads were alMost iMpassable when it rained. The Mud in this area was alMost 
iMpossible to get through except with a horse, and even that was hard. It 
wasn't until the end of the 1940's that the county started graveling the roads. 
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That Makes quite a difference today. All our county roads are graveled and 
Maintained---a luxury our early settlers did not have. A sMall section of the 
"old road" still exists just north of the Y of the Lower Crane Loop. It 
follows the fence line on the west side of the road to the top of Molly's Butte 
where it coMes back into the county road--a reMinder of days gone by. 

It wasn't until 1946 that electric power caMe to the area. Those who 
lived on th~ south side of Crane Creek got power first. It wasn't until a year 
later that those on the north side got power. Good roads, electricity, and 
telephones are taken for granted today, but they were luxuries few "Old TiMers" 
lived to see. 

THE WOODLAND FAMILY 

The Woodlands live just north of Crane Creek down next to the Weiser 
River. Their property joins Chrestesen's on the south and the Old Boge Harris 
place on the north (property now owned by the Tallents). Rod and Jessee live 
in a trailer house on the county road which is the eastern boundry. Hazel, 
Rod's Mother, lives straight west next to the river. They also hav~ dry land 
up on Bear and First Creeks. 

The Woodlands are a fourth generation faMily in the Lower Crane Creek 
Valley. The first Woodland faMily---probably the oldest faMily line in the 
valley---hoMesteaded on the dry land in the early 1900's. Harold's father, 
Calvin E. Woodland, and Harold's grandMother, Phebe A. Woodland, both 
hoMesteaded on the dry land. In those days the land was irrigated by a fluMe 
that went around the hills of this valley. The water caMe froM the Crane Creek 
Reservoir. Both the reservoir and the fluMe were in operation by 1914. After 
the fluMe was no longer operational (in the 1920's) Many faMilies left the 
area. The Woodland faMily bought up Much of that land. 

Harold Woodland was born and raised on the dry land place. He spent all 
his life in this valley. His parents were Calvin and Nellie Woodland~ Harold 
had three sisters: Josephine, Dorothy, and Ruby, also a half brother. All 
went to school at Echo Dell for the first eight grades. After the eighth grade 
they went into Weiser to high school. 

Harold Married Hazel SMith in 1940. She was the daughter of ElMer and 
Grace SMith who lived down the river toward Weiser. The first big house off 
the Wei~er River Road and next to the PI&N line was the SMith faMily hoMe. The 
C. Ted SMith faMily lives there now. Hazel's grandfather helped build the P&IN 
line railroad which goes through the Lo~er Crane Creek Valley and in the early 
days went as far as New Meadows. He had to be an "Old TiMer" in this area for 
that railroad had been built as far as Middle Valley (Midvale) by 1899. 

Hazel went to school as Jeffreys School at the Mouth of Mann Creek through 
the eighth grade. She graduated froM Weiser High School then went on to 
Lewiston NorMal where she got her teaching certificate. She taught at Council 
Orchard School for two years where she had all eight grades. When Hazel and 
Harold were first Married they lived on the old hoMestead on the dry land. Rod 
was born there. In 1950 when Rod was three they bought the river property 
where they live now. The roads in this area were gravelled which Made it 
easier to get in and out to schools and town. In the wet weather roads were 
alMost iMpassable on the dry land place. 

When Harold and Hazel bought their place on the river there was an old 
building Made of sod blocks which was.about to fall down. The date "1900" was 
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carved into soMe of the wood. They bought the property froM a Mr. Wulf. 
However, old records show it was first hoM~steaded by A. T. Jennings. An old 
survey Map dated 1899 shows a house owned by a "M~, Kruse" on that property. 
It May be the old sod house that reMained ~hen Harold and Hazel bought th~ 
place. Kruse probably did not pro~e up on the property--at least it was not 
recorded in his naMe. 

Harold and Hazel ha ve ranched all their lives. They have always run 
Hereford catt~e and raised hay and grain. For a few years they raised a few 
quarter horses. Harold's brand was called the triangle J--- , and Rod's is the 
nuMeral seven-- -7. Ranching was not the only activity that Harold participated 
in. He becaMe a well-known auctioneer, and "called" at Many local and civic 
functions. He also worked at the sale barn and becaMe a State Brand Inspector 
in his later years. 

Hazel also had activities away froM the ranch. For Many years she was a 
tell~r at a local bank . They both participated in local rodeos. Harold took 
part in the calf roping event and Hazel was secretary. 

Rod went to Jeffreys School through the eighth grade, then to Weiser High 
School. He spent two years at Treasure Valley Junior College in Ontario, 
Oregon. He is following his father's footsteps in Many ways. He worked with 
his father ranching, and when Harold passed away took over the operation of the 
ranch. Rod is active in coMMunity affairs. He has been a board MeMber of the 
local ASCS for several years, and has served as chairMan of that Board. In 
1987 he is president of the local cattleMen's association. Rod has a full tiMe 
helper in his wife, Jessee. She loves ranch life and helps with all ~spects of 
it. She 16ves horses and and does a considerable aMount of riding. Both Rod 
and Jessee participate in rodeos. The two of theM take part in the teaM roping 
event. Jessee loves aniMals and raises a few sheep as her own pet project. In 
the suMMers and on holiday vacations Rod's son, Tyler, who is a teenager spends 
tiMe on the ranch. Tyler wants to be a rancher like his dad. If that happens 
he will be the fifth generation in the Woodland faMily to be a rancher in this 
valley--- if this ranch still exists when he grows up. Rod and Jessee also have 
a new addition to their faMily, CharleeAnn Lynn Woodland, born July 23, 1987. 

FroM the Woodland hoMe, if a person looks southeast he will see a hill or 
butte which stands out froM the others. It is called Molly's Butte. The road 
to the Woodland's dry land goes across that Butte. It is one of the few point~ 
that will not be covered by water if the propo5ed Galloway Project goes 
through. In the early days that land was covered with Buckbrush and bunch 
grass with lots of cheat grass which Made for good cattle grazing. In the 
early 1940's a couple of range fires burned off Much of the range land in this 
valley. Since t~en there has been no More buckbrush, and the Main feed for 
cattle is Medusahead rye, an undesirable grass. 

Hazel recalled the ice jaM that took out the Presley Bridge in 1978 or 
1979. About 5:00 in the Morning she heard a loud roar. That was the ice going 
out. When she left for work a little before 8:00 she noticed big chunks of ice 
across the road where Bear Creek Road and Lower Crane Road coMe together. 
Then she noticed there wasn't even a bridge. It had been carried down streaM 
several Miles by the ice and flood waters. Hazel had to take Bear Creek Road 
up to the Mercury Mine then down through the Cove to get to work in Weiser. 
The Presley Bridge was out alMost a year befor~ the county got around to 
replacing the section that went out with another section. That was a hard year 
on all residents of Lower Crane. It seeMed to take so Much longer to get to an 
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froM work. 
The river did one of its old tricks again in February of 1982. Waters 

froM Crane Creek Reservoir plus heavy run-off took out two bridges on Crane 
Creek--one near Sk6w's ranch and the other on the north tributary at the Mouth 
of the creek near Chrestesen's ranch. The National Guard was called out by then 
Governor Evans. The Guards planned to put in a portable bridge on that north 
tributary, but when they started across the reMaining bridge with their tank, 
the bridge b~oke, and the tank went into the Main channel of Crane Creek. The 
Men had a difficult tiMe getting out of the tank because of the swift current. 
Now the valley north of Crane Creek was isolated! 

Ice and high water seeM to be a frequent event in this valley. Again in 
February 1986 ice and high water closed the Presley Bridge for a short tiMe. 
Fortunately, the water went around the bridge on the east side releaving the 
pressure and saving the bridge. Many fences next to the river were taken out 
~nd huge chunks of ice were left as a reMinder of Nature's strength. 

THE SKOW FAMlLY 

When a person enters the valley froM the south, crosses the Presley 
Bridge, and continues north on Lower Crane Road he will coMe to a fork in that 
road where there is one lonesoMe cottonwood tree and a creek---First Creek. 
Take the right fork and follow First Creek up the hill and down. Cross Crane 
Creek, and after passing an old barn, turn left on a lane that takes off to the 
west. You have entered the Skow Ranch---hoMe of Kenny and RaNae Skow. They 
raise fine registered Hereford bulls. Once a year in February they ~ave a bull 
sale in their big, new, covered arena. Ranchers froM Miles around coMe to buy 
their bulls. 

Kenny and RaNae have lived on this ranch since the early 1960's. Both are 
local people having grouwn up in the Weiser area. Kenny's parents, Morgan and 
Anna Skow, had a cattle/grain ranch in the Cove just south of Lower Crane 
Valley. Kenny grew up on that ranch. His brother, Pete, still lives on the 
old hoMe place. RaNae's parents, Jack and Ina Mae Hand, had a ranch just north 
of Park Street east of Weiser. Both Kenny and RaNae went to Weiser schools. 
After graduating froM Weiser High School Kenny continued his education at Boise 
Junior College. 

Before he started ranching Kenny worked for a few years at Mining. The 
old Mercury Mine which is located southeast of the valley was coMpletely 
reModeled in the late 1950's. Kenny worked there as a Miner. A couple of 
years later he worked in a Mine in New Mexico. Kenny and RaNae were Married 
during this tiMe period. Their oldest daughter, Jackie, was born in Grant, New 
Mexico. A year or so later they started ranching on Crane Creek. Their 
youngest daughter, Anna Mae, was born in Weiser after they started ranching. 

The "Old Judd Place" ~s their ranch is known, wasn't new to Kenny. In the 
early 1950's he caMe to the Judd ranch to 4-H Meetings. He was well acquainted 
with Quincy and Lillian Judd froM whoM the ranch was bought. The Judds weren't 
the first owners of that property. The first hoMesteader was WilliaM R. 
Aldridge who hoMesteaded the dry land on June 29, 1903. He purchased 160 acres 
at a price of $1.25 per acre. On October 2, 1908, a deed was filed showing 
Aldridge and his wife, Rose, had Made full payMent on that property. The 
abstract states that "By order of Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United 
States and by F. N. McKean, Secretary. C. H. Brush, Recorder of the General 
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Land Office". Mr. Aldridg~ May have been a )and speculator for on July 1, 
1903, a warranty deed was filed selling that property to WilliaM Theurer, his 
IJife Annie, and to BenjaMin GaMM, unMarried, for $1500. The property reMained 
with the Theurer faMily for Many years. 

WilliaM a~d Annie Th~urer had· five daughters~--Anna Theurer, AlMa Theurer 
Solders, Esther Theurer Buyny, Gertrude Theurer Kelley, annd Lillian Theurer 
Judd. They also had a son, Oscar WilliaM, but he died at the age of twelve. 
They all grew up on the Crane Creek hoMestead and went to school at Echo Dell 
which was just across Crane Creek froM their hoMe. WilliaM Theurer died 
SepteMber 3, 1934. According to local lore he had been very ill for a long 
tiMe. One day he took his gun, went down Crane Creek west of the house and 
hanged hiMself. His gun was never found. After his death the property went to 
his wife, Annie. Besides the hoMe place Annie filed on 160 acres in her own 
naMe. There were Many property changes in the next few years. The old 
abst~act shows several Mortgages Made. SoMe were paid off. After a tiMe the 
p~operty actually went to Washington County in lieu of taxes. The Theurer 
faMily regained it, and after Anna died April 7, 1951, the estate was divided 
aMong the girls. 

Probation of thi estate of Anna P. Theurer was filled May 22, 1951. The 
Market value of the property at that tiMe was $6,350. A daughter, Esther P. 
Buyny, was appointed adMinistratrix of the estate April 26, 1951. At that tiMe 
there were four heirs. Evidently the oldest girl, Anna, was deceased. The 
reMaining heirs were: AlMa E. Solders of Culdesac, Idaho; Esther P. Buyny of 
Weiser, Idaho; Gertrude C. Kelley of Weiser and Lillian A. Judd of Weiser. 
<At this writing Lillian A. Judd and Esther P. Buyny Hetrick <Mrs. Gene 
Hetrick) are the only ones still living. "Gertie passed away July 30, 
1986). 

After the probation was settled the property was sold to Morgan Skow. A 
Quit ClaiM Deed filed March 21, 1955, gave the M. Skews ownership. Morgan 
Skow is deceased, and Kenny and RaNae are now the owners. Lillian and Quincy 
Judd lived where Kenny and RaNae ljve. However, the old house burned down and 
Kenny and RaNae built the one now standing. Another sister, A1Ma, wa~ Married 
to Karl Solders whose faMily lived where Darrel Clapp lives today. It was 
called the "Old Solders Place" after HoMer Solders. Later AlMa and Karl 
Solders Moved to Culdesac, Idaho. 

Although the original hoMestead that was filed upon was 160 acres, by the 
tiMe all transactions were Made over the years froM 1903 to the present Many 
property changes have taken place. The Skow faMily has acquired More land 
until they no~ own 630 acres. Recently they purchased the land that is known 
as the "Old George Harris Place". It is located on the south side of 
the county road extending froM Rod Woodland's corner e~st and incl~ding land 
where the old Echo Dell school stood. It joins Clarence Chrestesen's property 
-0n the ~outh. Th~re is a large white two story house on it. The land has been 
leveled and iMproved considerably froM the days when it was fi~st hoMesteaded. 
It is now gravi~y irrigated with gated pipe. Kenny raises hay and grain on it. 
RaNae helps to irrigate the crops. This land has gone through several hands 
sine~ the land Was first patented by E. H. Wilburn in October, 1908. George 
Harris, son ~f JaMes NorMan Harris~- the first settler in the valley, owned it. 
Later Ralph Lyle, Mike BrooMhall ,and Lee GrahaM owned it. Finally, in the late 
1970'~ Kenny Skow purrihased it froM Greg GrahaM. The land just east of the big 
wh:lte house is where Echo Dell School was located. Skows own the 40 acres 
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acro55 the road froM the big white hou5e. It was originally part of the Old 
George Kiser Place, and was part of the Greg GrahaM purchase. 

In the early day5 ( 1910 - 1920) the land on Fir5t Creek wa5 irrigated froM 
a fluMe which carried water froM Crane Creek Reservoir. SoMe of that land was 
hoMesteaded by the Theuer faMily. The fluMe was wooden, Made froM tung and 
groove red fir. Kenny's grandfather, Pete March, helped build that fluMe. The 
high cost of Maintenance Made the fluMe a short-lived project. Rocks would 
roll into it' froM the hills. Also wood in a fluMe Must be kept wet at all 
tiMes. If it dries out it will leak. Both happened to that old fluMe. When 
it was abandoned in the 1920's all the neighbors in the area 5cavengered the 
board5 froM the f luMe. Many of the old barns and sheds were built froM those 
old boards. Very few if any of those old buildings reMain standing today. 

Ranching was not the only agricultural activity in Lower Crane Valley. In 
the early 1900's orchards showed Much proMise in Washington County. This 
v~lley was no exception. An advertiseMent in the local newspaper,THE WEISER 
AMERICAN, dated August 13, 1913, is as follows: "Our Crane Creek Peaches, the 
kind with flavor" GaMM and Theuer Crane Creek Ranch, Idaho". One would wonder 
what kind of condition ripe peaches would be in after going over buMpy roads 
for 14 Miles by horse and wagon to get to Weiser! Or were they put on the 
"Galloping Goose" on the P&IN line at Presley Station and taken to town? 

The Skow faMily has been active in Many coMMUnity affairs. Kenny was 
County CoMMissioner for two terMs which ended in 1984. He was also active in 
the Washington County Fair, as a MeMber of the Board. Both RaNae and Kenny 
have worked with their two girls in 4-H projects. They have helped theM show 
their aniMals and have taken part in horseManship activities and parades. At 
this writing both girls are away froM hoMe with careers of their own. Kenny 
and RaNae Manage the ranch by theMselves with only occasional help froM the 
girls. 

THE MADDOX FAMILY 

If a person takes the east fork of Lower Crane Road at the Y, travels north 
up over the hill and down, crosses Crane Creek, and continues to the northern 
Most point in that road he will notice a lane that takes off to the east toward 
the Crane Creek Canyon. That lane leads to the Maddox Ranch--the first house 
on the left, and the hoMe of Dwight and Marjory Maddox. 

Dwight and Marjory bought their first 40 acres in the valley in August, 
1956. Their third child, David Logan, was on the way and Dwight didn't want to 
live in town any longer--especially when Marjory wouldn't be working. Dwight 
had looked at the property several years before. Now in 1956 it was for sale. 
Harvey and Cleo Johnson owned the property at that tiMe, and their son-in-law 
and daughter lived there. The place was known as the old WilliaM Kiser place. 
WilliaM was the son of Alice and George Kiser who patented the adjoining land 
on the west. WilliaM had patented that 40 acre parcel in 1912. In 1956 the 
Maddox's neighbor on the west was Joe KelsheiMer. JiM Harris lived to the east 
on the Hot Springs property now owned by Greg GrahaM. 

Since that tiMe the Maddox faMily has added several other parcels of land 
in Lower Crane Creek valley to their holdings. They own 40 acres patented by 
JaMes Knee' which is just south of the WilliaM Kiser property. David Maddox's 
house is located on that place also an old barn. When the Maddox faMily caMe 
soMe of the Knee faMily still lived there. Two Knee faMily children are buried 
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above the Dwight Maddox house. 
Another 40 acres south of the Knee propety was hoMesteaded by S. W. 

Woodland in 1907 and is part of the Maddox property. Just south of that 
property John Pierce hoMesteaded 160 acres. The north half of that property is 
part of Maddox holdings. There ar~ two gra~e on that property--those of two 
Piece children. 

Before the Maddox faMily caMe to the valley their house was located above 
the irrigation ditch. Everrett Purcell lived in it in the early days. In the 
early 1950's it was Moved to its present location by Morgan Skow and his son 
Kenny and soMe of the neighbors. The house was pretty Much torn up froM that 
Move when the Maddox's Moved in. Although there was sheet rock there, it 
needed to be put up. One could see right through the walls into the kitchen. 
That winter the teMperature was twenty degrees below zerol It Must have been 
pretty uncoMfortable--and that was the winter that David Logan was a tiny baby. 

Dwight and Marjory have three children. Keith Alan was born June 1, 1945. 
Vicki Lyn was born July 5, 1950, and David Logan January 18, 1957. All three 
live in Texas at this writing. Keith and David are associated with selling 
Tony LaMa cowboy boots. Vicki works for a radio station. Up until last year 
David ranched with his father. It reMains to be seen whether in later years he 
will follow in his father's footsteps. 

Dwight and Marjory are old tiMers in Washington County. They both grew up 
in the Mann Creek area. Marjory is the daughter of Seth ThoMas Hust and Laura 
Maude Coats Hust. She went to school at the Deer Creek School out of Mann 
Creek. Dwight is the son of Ora Logan Maddox and Treasure Sevey Maddox. He 
attended Saling, Catrock and Sunnyside schools. Catrock, which is at the 
northern end and on the west side of Lower Crane Valley, was faMiliar to hiM as 
he was growing up. 

The Maddox faMily runs a sizable string of coMMercial cows. Their cattle 
are easy to distinguish froM those of other ranchers. That is iMportant since 
they run in-cOMMon with other cattleMen on Hitt Mountain above Mann Creek 
during the SUMMer grazing season. Their brand is the Bar EX <the bar is above 
the EX). Also a wattle hangs down on each cow's neck which Makes theM More 
easily identified~ For Many years Dwight has ridden for the Hitt Mountain 
CattleMen's Association. His greatest love is to ride a horse and herd cattle 
on that Mountain. 

Ranching and cowboying are a way of life for both Marjory and Dwight . 
Both like nothing better than to ride a horse. In the early days Dwight Made 
quite a naMe for hiMself in the rodeo circuit. The first tiMe he ever entered 
into rodeo coMpetition was in 1932 when he was 14 years old. He entered the 
bronc riding contest at CaMbridge and caMe in second. It cost hiM one dollar 
to enter and he won twelve! In 1946 he earned "first all around cowboy title" 
at the Weiser Roundup. This article appeared in the SIGNAL AMERICAN August 22, 
1946, "Dwight M'addm< of Weiser walked off with top honors for the three night 
Round-up held in Weiser last week with a first place in the BrahMa bull riding, 
a second in bulldogging and a third in bronc riding". 

In 1949 Dwight and Marjory pulled a horse trailer to St. Paul, Minnesota, 
New York and Boston to coMpete. In 1954 they rode the streaMliner to New York 
City where Dwight participated at Madison Square Gardens. 

For Many years Marjory worked for Mountain Bell Telephone CoMpany. When 
she first started they lived in Midvale, and Marjory had to drive over Midvale 
Hill to get to work in Weiser--that can be quite a challenge in the winte~. 
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Later the telephone office was Moved to Payette. She was off ice Manager while 
in Payette. In the early 1980's Marjory retired froM Mountain Bell. Since 
then she has been active in helping Dwight on the ranch. She keeps the books, 
helps with outdoor chores when needed, helps Move the cattle to and froM SUMMer 
range, and Makes sure the "crew" i~ well fed. Marjory also participates in 
coMMUnity affairs. She is past president of the ShaMrock Club and has been a 
MeMber of the Business and Professional WoMen's Organization in Payette for 
Many years. 

MeMories of Rodeo Days are creatively displayed in the hoMe of Dwight and 
Marjory. Their hoMe is an expression of western living. Pictures of bronc 
riding, bull riding, roping and all the faMily MeMbers who took part, decorate 
their hoMe. The front door bears their brand--bar EX--carved and glassed in. 
The wood burning stove is decorated with a cowboy riding a bull--that cowboy is 
Dwight! 

THE PRESLEY PLACE 

The "Old Presley Place", now owned by Oarral A. Marvin, is the first 
property on the south end of Lower Crane Creek Valley. Land that Makes up that 
property is located on both sides of the Weiser River. 

The land on the west side of the river was first patented by John W. Lane. 
This land is located in Sections 23,24,25, and 26 of Township 11 North, Range 4 
West Boise Meridian. He got a patent on 160 acres in 1904 and patent on another 
1B0 acres in 1907. Theodore Roosevelt's naMe was on the patent. 

John W. Lane and his wife, Victoria A. Lane, were in the valley several 
years before 1904 when they got patents on their land. On NoveMber 11, 1892, 
Mr. Lane filed on an irrigation ditch called "Lane Ditch which carried 1000 
inches of water with a velocity of one foot per second. The headgate was 
located on the west side of the Weiser River four rods below the Mouth of Crane 
Creek, thence along the base of the Mountain in a southeast direction to the 
canyon and to the Middle ford in the canyon and opposite the head gate of the 
Durbin ditch''. This inforMation was later incorporated in the water 
adjudication case of John T. Muir v.s. WilliaM Allison (June 20, 1921) when 
water of the Weiser River and all its tributaries was adjudicated. 

The John W. Lane faMily was listed in both the 1900 and 1910 census. Mr. 
Lane was born August, 1855, in Iowa. In 1900 he was 45 years old. His wife, 
\Jictoria, was bor~n in March, 1875, in Missouri. In 1900 she was 25. They had 
four children in 1900. A son, Louis, born in March, 1891, was 9 in 1900. A 
daughter, Hazel, born April, 1893, was 7. A son, John, born July, 1894, was S. 
A daughter, Francis, born January, 1898, was 2 in 1900. In 1910 three other 
children were aded to the faMily list. Three daughters, Carrie, age 9; Della, 
age 4; and Bessie, age 6 Months. All the children were born in Idaho. 

ThoMas Lane and his wife, Annie, patented 160 acres of land on the east 
side of the river in 1908. That land lies on Bear Creek. He and his faMily 
were listed in the 1910 census. ThoMas was 34 years old in 1910. His wife, 
Anna, was 32. They had four children: a son, Edgar, age 12; a daughter, Ruth, 
age 10; a son, Wiley, age 4; and a son, Vincent, age 10 Months. It would 
appear froM these statistics and inforMation on the abstracts that ThoMas was a 
close relative of John W. Lane. Also inforMation on their land transactions 
are very siMilar. 

In 1915 F. H. MacDonald and his wife, Carrie E. MacDonald, purchased both 
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Lane properties. They also patented another 120 acres in 1919. President 
Woodrow Wilson's naMe is on that patent. The MacDonalds were naMed in two 
iMportant water rights cases. In the John T. Muir v.s. WilliaM Allison case 
which adjudicated water in the Weiser River and all its tributaries, C. E. 
MacDonald was adjudicated 56 inchcis of high water on the basis of f ive-eigths 
(5/8) of an inch to the acre, and 34 inches of low water on the basis of 
five-eigths inch per acre based on the date July 2, 1891. That case was dated 
June 20, 1 92'1 . 

The second case, a decree dated June 10, 1922, was in regard to the Crane 
Creek Irrigation District which has been forMed June 24, 1909. That decree 
adjudged that F. H. MacDonald had 8.5 irrigable acres for which he was assessed 
$420.75 at a rate per acre of $49.50. That decree is filed in the Book of 
JudgMents in the Washington County Courthouse. A copy is also in the abstract. 
TiMes were hard for farMers/ranchers in the Crane Creek Valley during this 
p~riod, and the high cost of water Must have Made it even harder for theM. 

The Federal Land Bank of Spokane held a Mortgage on the John W. Lane 
property taken out by Frederick H. and Carrie E. MacDonald. On March 27, 
1927, the bank forced sale on the MacDonalds. A sheriff's sale took place on 
NoveMber 15 , l 927. 

Shortly after the sherriff's sale the Presley faMily caMe into the 
picture. In April 1929, Frank Theron Presley, his wife Catherine Marie Downey 
Presley, and his son, WilliaM Patrick Presley, his wife, Fannie Judd Presley, 
bought the John W. Lane property. A warranty deed was issued to theM by the 
Federal Land Bank in OeceMber 1945. 

The ThoMas Lane property on Bear Creek reMained in the hands of Victoria 
Lane until 1941 when a Quit ClaiM deed was filed to Vernon and Ruth Wilburn. 
It then went to W. B. Wilburn and Hazel Willburn. Catherine Presley purchased 
that property in 1948. 

The Presley faMily was as~ociated with Lower. Crane Creek Valley for over 
thirty years. Their naMe has becoMe synonyMous with the railroad crossing and 
the bridge--both just east of the house. 

At one tiMe the bridge across the river was known as the Weiser River 
Bridge. After the Presley faMily caMe, it becaMe known as the Presley Bridge, 
and the railroad crossing as the Presley Crossing. In the 1930's and 1940's 
there was a railroad station close by the bridge known as Presley Station. 
FarMers in the neighborhood would bring their creaM and other farM products to 
the staion. The train would pick up that produce and deliver it to businesses 
in Weiser who bought it for resale. Vivienne Dickerson, only child of WilliaM 
and Fanny Presley, described the station as a three sided shelter with a roof. 
The "Galloping Goose", the train that served on the old P&IN line (now Union 
Pacific), was described as a one-car unit Made up of an engine passenger car 
and transport car all in one. Neighbors who wanted to go to town for business 
or shopping rode their horses to the station, tied theM up or put theM in 
Presley's barn, and caught the train. The Galloping Goose Made one round trip 
per day. It went up to New Meadows in the Morning and caMe back in the 
afternoon. Most of the people would catch it in the afternoon, do their 
shopping, stay overnight and catch the train back the next Morning. Old Bill 
Roney was the engineer on the Galloping Goose for Many years. He was well 
known in the area. 

Frank Presley, WilliaM's father, worked for a construction coMpany that 
installed water pipe--The National Tank and Pipe CooMpany. This coMpany put in 

16 



the old fluMe that carried water froM the Crane Creek Reservoir to the Mouth of 
the canyon. Frank Presley worked on that fluMe. He also followed that coMpany 
to other areas to construct water projects. His wife, Catherine, was a 
practical nurse. She went to the hoMes of ailing patients and took care of 
theM. They lived at the Crane Creek ranch between jobs. 

WilliaM and Fanny Presley started farMing in Lower Crane Creek about 1930. 
A plan put out by the Soil Conservation Service which analyzed the soil on this 
property an~ gave recoMMendations on raising crops and land ManageMent is dated 
1930. WilliaM raised hay and grain. He ran white faced cattle, and had a few 
chickens and pigs. He also worked away froM the ranch to Make extra Money. He 
worked on construction jobs with his father and learned that trade. This 
experience helped hiM understand irrigation systeMs. He traded his water 
rights in the Weiser River for storage rights in Crane Creek Reservoir, then 
installed an irrigation systeM to bring Crane Creek water to his land. He 
had 250 acre feet of storage water froM his water exchange. 

Fanny Presley Made a hoMe for her faMily in their house nestled against 
the western hills and not far froM the river. Vivienne, their only child, was 
born in Weiser and grew up on the Crane Creek farM. She went to school at Echo 
Dell. Fanny, who was a creative seaMstress, Made a sMall saddle for Vivienne 
so that she could ride her horse to school. It was a three and one-half Mile 
trip--one way--to school. Many social activities took place at Echo Dell 
School. There were country dances, school socials, and Many other coMMunity 
activities associated with the school. Vivienne recalled soMe of the early 
teachers. Merle Baker was one of the early teachers. Both Muriel Mickey 
Dudgeon and Ina Potter taught there before 1941. Irene Sipes taught there. 
She and her husband, Roy, lived in a tent ne;d to the school. Mrs. Eula 
<Lula?) Lippert, Nancy Purcell and Louella McGee also were teachers at Echo 
Dell--the latter two between 1945-1950. 

In March, 1951, the Presleys sold their property to C. F. Burger and his 
wife, Daisy Burger, but got it back again in October 1952. In 1959 WilliaM and 
Fanny sold to George A. ShoeMaker and Lucille ShoeMaker. The ShoeMakers lived 
on the property until March 1964 when Lewis and Vivienne Presley Dickerson 
bought it. In April, 1965, Oarral A. Marvin and his wife, Barbara, bought the 
property. They are the present owners. 

After selling in 1959, WilliaM and Fanny Presley retired. They bought a 
house in Weiser and lived there until Fanny passed away in 1980 and WilliaM in 
1984. 

The present owner is Darral A. Marvin and his wife, Barbara J. Marvin. 
They bought the place in 1966. They are absentee owners and live in Lewiston, 
Idaho. Off and on a relative will live on the place and operate it. During 
the year of 1984-85, Doyle Marvin, Darral's son, lived on the place and ran 
cattle. During that period they Made several iMproveMents to the property. A 
pivot irrigation systeM was installed on the high land on the east side of the 
river, and alfalfa was planted. They also built cross fences, and iMproved the 
irrigation systeM on the bottoM land on the west side of the river. 

The raMpaging Weiser River has had an effect on the Presley Place. Often 
in February when the ice goes out of the river that area is flooded. An iteM 
in the February 2, 1981, edition of the WEISER SIGNAL states: "Before the 
break up of ice at the Presley bridge Tuesday evening about 7:30 or 8 p.M. the 
ice had backed water under ~he railroad bridge deep into the corrals at George 
A. ShoeMaker ranch hoMe. Ten sMall calves were reMoved froM hip-deep water and 
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teMporarily placed in the ShoeMaker yard. About two inches of water seeped 
into the baseMent of the hoMe". "County equipMent opened up the eastern exit 
of the bridge so the six children of the three faMilies who lived on that side, 
(east) the Maddox, Woodland and Purcell faMilies could go to school". 

In 1978 or 79 ice did take the Presley Bridge out. Water and ice carried 
the eastern section of that bridge several Miles down-streaM and deposited it 
in a field belonging to Ralph Lyle. It took several Months to get that section 
of the bridge replaced. During that tiMe the "locals" were inconvenienced by 
having to drive through the Cove to get to Weiser. 

Again on February 3, 1986, the ice went out, jaMMed against the bridge, 
and forced the water to go around. It ruined the hay stack on the east side of 
the river, and flooded the yard and corrals on the west side. Fortunately, the 
bridge was not daMaged, but it was closed for about two days. Again the 
neighbors had to drive through the Cove to get to town. 

THE TALLENT FAMILY 

When a person enters Lower Crane Creek Valley at the Presley Bridge and 
continues north on Lower Crane Road, crosses First Creek, then Crane Creek, 
and continues on the county road to its end, he will coMe to the T & D 
Ranch--hoMe of Jack and Irene Tallent. They are late coMers to the valley 
having bought their property in the fall of 1969. Their property joins the 
Woodland's on the south and Skow's on the east. 

Much of the early history of the Valley centered around pioneers who 
hoMesteaded this ranch. One of the first 5ettlers in the area was a Mr. Kelly. 
He was the great grandfather of Clark and Orval Purcell froM whoM the Tallents 
bought their property. He didn't prove up on the land, but an uncle, Oren H. 
Purcell did. A Mr. Daugherty was another settler who was here early. An 1899 
5urvey Map locates the Daugherty hoMe. He didn't prove up either, and Orval A. 
Purcell, Clark and Orval's father, bought the property. Orval A. and his wife, 
Mary Harris Purcell, lived on the Daugherty property which lies just below the 
hill where the cottonwood trees still stand. An old cellar still exists near 
where their house stood. The old house burned down NoveMber 17, 1959, as 
reported in the Weiser paper " A fire destroyed the hoMe of Orval Purcell and 
his Mother Mary Purcell. Nothing was saved but one sMall trunk. Mrs. Purcell 
had just finished papering her living rooM. She escaped with only clothes she 
was wearing. She and her son Orval are living in tents with only caMping 
equipMent". The ShaMrock Club, a coMMUnity service organization, had a shower 
for theM and gave theM a new set of di5hes (a5 recordered in their Minutes). 
Orval, Mary's son, built the present house where the Tallents live. 

Mary Harris Purcell was the daughter of JaMes NorMan Harris who 
hoMesteaded the place where Clarence Chrestesen lives tooday. He was the very 
first hoMesteader in the Valley. According to Judge Harris, who wrote THE 
HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, "The first perManent settlers on the Weiser, were 
WilliaM and Nancy Logan, and the latter's brother J. N. (NorM> Harris". They 
were here in the fall of 1863 when operation of Olds Ferry began. Mrs. ~ogan 

was a great Aunt of Orval and Clark Purcell. The son of Mr. and Mrs. Logan, 
Bill Logan, was the first white child born in Weiser. The date when Harris 
caMe to the Valley is not known, but he filed on his Lower Crane property in 
1902 and got a patent in 1907. Very likely he was here Many years before that. 

Forty acres of land across the river froM the Harold Woodland ranch was 
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hoMesteaded by A. T. Jennings and later becaMe part of 0. A. Purcell's 
property. The other eighty acres hoMesteaded by A. T. Jennings now belongs to 
the Woodlands. The 160 acres which joins Woodlands on the south was first 
hoMesteaded by George Triplow. He built the big two-siory house that still 
reMains--although in very run-dowri condition. The Triplow faMily sold out to 
the Kendall faMily. They lived on the property for a few years, but had a 
Mortgage with Union Central Life Insurance CoMpany. They couldn't Make a go of 
it and lost the property to that coMpany. E. N. Harris, or Boge as he was 
called, bought the Old Triplow place froM the insurance coMpany. Today the 
Tallents call that property the Old Boge Harris Place. 

Andrew L. Van Lewen hoMesteaded land adjoining the Triplow place on the 
north and east of the county road. He had 120 acres just across froM the old 
Clark Purcell house. That propety was later bought by Boge Harris and is also 
part of what the Tallents call the Old Boge Harris place. 

West of the Van Lewen property a JaMes S. Atkinson hoMesteaded 160 acres. 
There are still reMains of an old rock house or cellar just under the hill next 
to the river. He was interested in Mining and had a tunnel into the hillside 
on the west side of the river. Rock reMains of an old building still exit on 
that side of the river. All this property later becaMe part of the 
Pw-cell place. 

Orval A. Purcell and Mary Harris Purcell were the parents of Orval and 
Clark Purcell froM whoM the Tallents bought their property. They also had two 
girls. Etta Purcell Arnold was the oldest child. She Moved away and spent 
Most of her adult years in the Seattle area. She was the only one of the four 
children to get a college education, a HoMe EconoMics degree. Orval was the 
second child. He farMed and ranched on the hoMe place. His wife, Ollie 
UMbarger, is still living. They both loved horses and did lots of riding which 
included riding on the Forest Reserve for the cattle association. Nora Purcell 
Pounds was the third child. She lived on Mann Creek for Many years. Both 
girls attended the InterMountain Institute where they got their high school 
education. Ernest Clark Purcell is the youngest child of Orval and Mary 
Purcell. He and his wife, Mary Lou Chrestesen Purcell (daughter of Martha 
Chrestesenl, lived in the little white house just north of the Mail box until 
the Tallents bought the property. Now they live west of Weiser on the flat. 
Clark worked for the Washington County Road OepartMent for Many years. He is 
now retired. Clark and Mary Lou have four children: Jo Ann Craig who lives in 
Midvale, Maggie who lives in the Weiser area, Vernon who lives in Oregon, and 
Patty who lives in southern Idaho. 

Both Orval and Clark Purcell attended Echo Dell School for the first eight 
grades of their schooling. One of their old school Mates was Clarence 
Chrestesen. 

Continuing north froM the lower Purcell property, the land between the 
lower fence line and the Dpper fence line was hoMesteaded by Jenny WilliaMs and 
her husband Willis. That property now belongs to the Phil Soulen faMily. The 
hoMe site for the Jenny WilliaMs property was just south of the gate to the 
Tallents upper property. It is located on a creek which bears her naMe. Jenny 
WilliaMs' house was located by the lone tree that still stands. ReMains of an 
old well and cellar are still apparent. This was a grazing hoMestead. 

On entering the gate to the upper property, you coMe to land first 
hoMesteaded by John ZuMwalt. There is a grove of trees and an excellent spring 
on this property. A streaM flows through with water year round. The rolling 
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hills have rich soil that was once farMed. According to the book, THEY DARED 
TO DREAM by Fern Trull, in August 1899 "track laying on the new P&IN Railroad 
was coMpleted to the ZuMwalt place at the Mouth of the Weiser River Canyon ... ", 
so we know the ZuMwalt faMily was here at an early date. That land was later 
owned by Marion Kiser, then JiM Kn·ee, and finally by Orval Purcell. The 
Tallents call it the Lower Kiser Place. Continuing north and joining the lower 
Kiser place is the Upper Kiser Place, It was hoMesteaded by Charlie Kiser. It 
also has an ~xcellent spring and there is a grove of trees--locust and other 
varieties. There are 200 acres of land in the Charlie Kiser place. Joining on 
the east, ~re 280 acres hoMesteaded by Alice Kiser, Charlie and Marion's 
Mother. The Charlie Kiser land was later sold to a Mr. Fields and then to 
Orval Purcell. All that land is now Tallent property. 

Charlie and Clara Kiser who hoMesteaded the upper Kiser place had nine 
children; Nell Kiser Guiver, Chuck, Bob, Leonard, Ellen, Ann Kiser Nielsen, 
Esther Kiser Baker, and Jerry. One other child died on the hoMestead. Only 
four are still living at this writing---Nell, Leonard, Ann and Esther. Clare 
Barlow Kiser was an aunt of Harold Woodland's--his Mother and Mrs. Kiser were 
sisters. 

After Charlie and Clara sold their hoMestead in the Lower Crane Creek 
Valley they Moved to the Crystal area south of Weiser. Esther, their youngest 
daughter, went to high school in Payette at the saMe tiMe as the writer of this 
history also attended. 

Joseph Kiser, a brother of Charlie and Marion, hoMesteaded part of the 
elbow just south of the Charlie Kiser land. The Soulen faMily owns that 
property now. JaMe5 Lewallen hoMesteaded the rest of the elbow west of Charlie 
Kiser and Joseph Kiser. That 160 acres is also owned by the Soulen faMily. 

Marion Kiser, who bought the ZuMwalt hoMestead and for whoM the Lower 
Kiser place is naMed, had a short life. He was found dead on the county road 
near the gate to the Woodland property and the Old Boge Harris land. Evidently 
he had been thrown froM his horse. He died of a skull fracture. There are 
whispers aMong the locals that it May not have been an accident! 
His wife, Agnes, later Married Bill Kiser his brother. WilliaM, or Bill as he 
was called, had a hoMestead on the east end of the valley. Dwight Maddox now 
owns that property. 

ReMains of three early landMarks are still visible next to the river on 
the Purcell hoMestead. On the east side of the river there is an old concrete 
abuttMent for an old geological survey guaging station. It is dated 1932. 
There is also a concrete abuttMent for an old swinging bridge just north of the 
guaging station dated 8-6-32. Parts of the pulley and cable are still attached 
to the steel loop that held the cable. Across the river on the west side, 
reMains of an old concrete grain storage bin are still visible. Grain was 
transported froM the farMs on the west side of the river to the bin then 
shipped on the P&IN line to Market. 

In the early days faMilies who hoMesteaded on the high hills on the west 
side of the river grew acres and acres of grain. The old Erickson place is 
visible froM the Tallent's hoMe. Another hoMestead on that side of the river 
belonged to a faMily naMed SoMMerville. Their children ~aMe down the ravine, 
crossed the river on the swinging bridge, and went to Echo Dell School. 

The lay of the land has changed since the Tallents bought the property. 
Several fields that were farMed in the early days have been leveled so they 
gravity ir-rigate Much better·. The plateau north of Clark's house and west of 
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the lane which had been u5ed as a pasture has been leveled. 
The Main irrigation canal which was put in early in the 1900's has been 
extended 50 that all the leveled land can be gravity irrigated. The rolling 
hills that were dry land farMed in the early days are now watered with 
sprinklers. Water for tho5e hill~ is puMped froM a SUMP next to the drainage 
ditch below Clark's house and corrals. A big diesel puMp is used to puMp the 
water. 

IMprov~Ments have also been Made to the living/working quarters. Both 
Clark'5 and Orval's houses have been enlarged. Water and bathrooM pluMbing 
have been installed. A shop area and a loafing shed have also been installed. 

The Tallents run approxiMately 100 head of Black Angu~ cattle. Their 
brand is called the T&D which is forMed by a large capital T joined by a 
sMaller capital Don the right steM of the T. The T is for TOMMY, Jack and 
Irene's son, and D is for Dorothy, their daughter. 

THE GRAHAM FAMILY 

In the early 1970's Greg GrahaM and his father, Lee, bought the holdings 
of Mike BrooMhall. They consisted of the Old George kiser place, the Old 
George Harris place, and the hot 5pring5 first hoMesteaded by J.J. Hansen. 
Greg and Connie and children lived on the Old George kiser place---at that tiMe 
known as the Solders place. That place wa5 originally hoMesteaded by Ki5er in 
1906. Lee lived on the Old George Harris place in the two-story white house on 
the 5outh side of Lower Crane Road, and just west of where Echo Dell School had 
been located. This place had originally been hoMesteaded by E. H. Wilburn in 
1908, 

At this writing Darrel Clapp lives where Greg lived. Kenny Skow owns the 
land where Lee GrahaM lived. Greg still ha5 the hot springs property. After 
he sold his other property to Mike Leep in the early 1980's, he built a new log 
house at the hot springs. He still has that land. 

The hot 5prings is a very interesting geological site. Hot Mineral wafers 
coMe out of the ground hot enough to scald a chicken. Legend has it that hogs 
were scalded and butchered there in the early days. The area was frequented by 
Indians in pre-white Man days. Many artifacts have been found. One huge rock 
that is still there appears to have a pictograph of a deer painted on it. 

In the days of the early hoMesteaders, it appears that the hot springs 
were used as a resort. This articile appeared in the WEISER SIGNAL dated July 
21-25, 1911, "Mr5. H. R. Warner went to Hanson Hot Springs, near the Mouth of 
Crane Creek, Tuesday where she will reMain for several days". This article was 
a part of a list of Weiser people who were going on SUMMer outings. 

In later years E. N. "Boge" Harris had the hot springs. He bought it for 
taxes. Local foll lore indicates that he had a still for Making whiskey hidden 
in a gulch up the canyon froM the hot springs. That gulch is still called 
Whiskey Gulch. 

At this writing, Greg is trying to develop the hot springs. He has 
several ideas. It reMains to be seen what the outcoMe will be. In the 
MeantiMe, he enjoys ranch life. He like to rodeo, and ride5 the bulls for a 
hobby. He run5 a few head of cattle, and has several horse5. His brand is the 
G-3. Lee, Greg's father, passed away in the late 1970'5. His ashes are buried 
in a little ceMetary not far froM Greg's house. Greg has a strong sentiment 
for this piece of land because of his love for his father. 
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Greg and Connie live in town where they are closer to schools and to her 
work. She is a technician on the local aMbulance. They have five 
children--four girls f(iM, Kerry, Kelly and Cassie, and one boy Clayton. 

The ditch that carries water to Much of the valley originates at the hot 
springs. A diversion daM forces~water froM Crane Creek into the ditch <Lower 
Crane Creek Ditch Lateral). It then goes through Maddox property, Clapp 
property, Skow property and finally through Tallent property. It waters all 
the land on the north side of Crane Creek. Every spring it has to be cleaned 
and Maintained. 

THE CLAPP FAMILY 

On the northeast side of Lower Crane Creek Valley, a lane takes off the 
county road to the north. Up the lane and next to the irrigation ditch is the 
hoMe of the Darrel Clapp faMily. This ranch is known as the Lazy A.C. Ranch. 
Just north and a little to the east of their house a proMinent butte stands 
out. It is round, flat topped, and edged with riM-rock. The Crane Creek 
Canyon is farther to the east and also is very proMinent. 

Darrel and Claudia Clapp bought the Old George Kiser place froM Mike and 
Janet Leep in 1985. Greg GrahaM owned it previous to the Leeps. Clapps are the 
latest "newcoMers" in the valley. They Moved here froM Boise. Darrel still 
COMMutes back and forth to Boise where he works for the Idaho Water Resources 
Board. They are in the ranching business with Darrel's half-brother, Ron 
Lewis. Ron.is froM Alaska, and during the fishing season he operates a salMon 
fishing boat off the coast of .Alaska. He spends the rest of his tiMe on the 
1~anch. 

Darrel and Claudia have two teenage children--a boy Jonathan, in high 
school and a girl, Jessica, in junior high. They are active in band and other 
school activities as well as 4-H. Claudia supports theM in these activities. 
She also drives a school bus to help augMent the faMily incoMe. 

Although Darrel grew up on a ranch, this is a new and challenging 
adventure. It is a wonderful way of life, but the ranching business is a 
challenging one in this day of low agricultural prices. They are planning to 
build a cattle herd. At present they have several horses and a few head of 
cattle. 
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THE OLD TIMERS AND HOMESTEADERS 

JAMES NORMAN HARRIS was 'born 1n 1840. He died January 27, 1920, at the age 
of 80 years 11 Months and 10 days. He is buried in the Galloway CeMetary. 

According to Judge Harris' HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
JaMes NorMan Harris, or NorM as he was called, caMe to the Weiser River area in 
1853. Along with hiM caMe his sister Nancy and soon to be brother-in-law 
WilliaM Logan. Nancy and WilliaM got Married in Placerville in the Idaho 
Basin, then caMe back to the Weiser River area. They built a road house of 
willows and Mud, and waited for Oregon Trail travelers who would be coMing that 
way to use Olds Ferry which was to go into operation that fall. They were the 
first white people in Weiser, and the Logan children the were the first white 
children to be born in Weiser. NorM was 24 years old when he caMe to the 
Weiser area and Nancy was 18. 

NorM was one of the first hoMesteaders in the Lower Crane Valley His 
property is now owned by Clarence Chrestesen. Harris filed on that 160 acres 
SepteMber 12, 1902. The final certificate date was January 17, 1907, and the 
patent was issued July 18, 1907. The lenghth of tiMe he lived in this valley 
before he filed is not known. The first adjudicated water right out of Crane 
Creek was issued to hiM in 1909. 

JaMes NorMan Harris was Married to Mary "Molly" Kelly. They had four sons: 
George W., Jirr1, Earnest, and Bird. They had one daughter Mary Harris Purcell 
<Mrs. 0. A. Purcell). This faMily was listed in the 1900 and the 1910 census. 
In 1900 it listed: JaMes Harris born March, 1839, in Canada age 61 (in 1900); 
Mary 0., wife, born May, 1864, in Iowa age 46 Un 1900>; JaMes H (F?l, son, 
born January, 1884, in Idaho age 16 (in 1900); Mary, daughter, born January, 
1888, in Idaho age 12 (in 1900); Zella 0., daughter, born March, 1891, in Idaho 
age 9 (in 1900); George, son, born OeceMber, 1892, in Idaho age 7 (in 1900); 
Norr1an E., son, born March, 1896, in Idaho age 4 (in 1900). The 1910 census 
listed: JaMes N., age 71; Mary, wife, age 56; JaMes, age 27; Earnest, age 14; 
and Bird, age 5. The older MeMbers of the faMily Must have been out on there 
own by this tiMe. Also in the 1910 census Nancy Logan is listed. She was 65 
years old and lived about three Miles up the Weiser River. 

Mary Harris died NbveMber 22, 1915, at the age of 56 years 6 Months and 6 
days. She is buried in Galloway CeMetary, as is JaMes NorMan who died five 
years later. 

JOHANN P. KRUSE was another "Old TiMer" in the area. A land clain on 
the Weiser River was filed March 2, 1900, by Mr. Kruse. The following 
description was recorded in the POSSESSORY LAND BOOK No. 1 in the Washington 
County Court House: NW 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 14; N 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 14; NE 1/4 
NE 1/4 Section 15. 

Mr. Kruse was in the valley before 1900. A survey Map dated 1899 shows a 
house owned by a Mr. Kruse. He did not 'prove up' so did not get a patent. 
The land where the house stood now is owned by the Harold Woodland faMily. 

A. T. JENNINGS got a patent on 120 acres of this land in August 1904. The 
Woodland faMily now has 80 acres of that land including the parcel where the 
old house stood. A 40 acre parcel on the west went to 0. A. Purcell then to 
the Tallents. 
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Another property recorded and dated SepteMber 14, 1896, in the POSSESSORY 
LANO CLAIM BOOK No. 1 shows the following: Unsurveyed S 1/2 SW 1/4 Section 11; 
N 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 14 of Township 11 N, R 4 WBM except sMall portion in 
northwest corner of said tract (fenced) occupied by H. F. Kelly. 

Kruse did not get a patent on any of the land he claiMed. The fenced area 
occupied by H. F. Kelly was probably patented by George Triplow. That land 
went to E. N. Harris then to the Purcells then to Tallents. 

The Krus.e faMily was listed in the 1900 census as follows: John P. Kruse 
born NoveMber, 1851, in GerMany age 48 (in 1900); Wife EMMa born January, 1867, 
in Minnesota age 33 (in 1900) ; son Henry A. born May, 1887, in Washington age 
13 (in 1900);daughter Nettie born August, 1888, in Washington age 11 (in 
1900l;daughter Sadie born April, 1891, in Washington age 9 (in 1900); son 
Lauren E. born May, 1893, in Washington age 7 (in 1900>;; son Willis born 
April, 1896, in Idaho age 4 (in 1900); daughter Sarah born SepteMber,1899, in 
Idaho age 10 Months (in 1900). It would appear froM this census that the Kruse 
f~Mily caMe to the valley between 1893 and April 1896. 

F. H. KELLY was an early "Old Ti~1er" in the valley. As Mentioned in the 
above biography of J. P. Kruse, he was here in 1896. Mr. Kelly was the father 
of Mary "Molly" Harris. Gr~andfather of Mary Harris Purcell, and great 
grandfather of Clark Purcell who gave the writer Much of this inforMation. He 
did not prove up on any land, but is iMportant as an antecedent to the Harris 
and Purcell faMilies. 

HENRY AND WILLIAM APPLEGATE owned the above 80 acres in 1909 when the 
water in Crane Creek was adjudicated, and were naMed in that decree. The 
Applegate Bothers portion of water was 18.47 Miners inches. 

STEPHEN A. DOUGHERTY was another 'Old TiMer' who lived on the west side of 
the valley near the river. He filed a land claiM which is recorded at the 
Washington County Courthouse in the POSSESSORY LAND CLAIM BOOK No. l dated 
February 20. 1899. The claiM is as follows: "CoMMencing at a point on the 
easterly branch of the Weiser River 200 rods above the Mouth of Crane Creek and 
running easterly 800 rods". That land was not proved up on by Mr. Dougherty 
.and was later patented by 0. (Orin) Purcell in 1906. The land reMained in the 
Purcell faMily until 1969.when the Tallents purchased it. 

An old survey Map dated 1899 shows the Doughtery house. The Dougherty 
faMily was in the valley i~ 1900 dS they were listed in the census for that 
year as follows: Stephen A. Doughtery born October 1865 age 39 in Indiana; 
wife Alice born SepteMber 1876 age 23 in Oregon; daughter Mabel born May 1895 
age 5 in Oregon; daughter Carrie M. born January 1900 in Idaho. 

GEORGE TRIPLOW hoMesteaded land on the Weiser River just north of that 
patented by A. T. Jennings and now owned by the Woodland faMily. He patented 
that land in October, 1908, and built a large two-story house on it. The house 
still stands although in great disrepair. This land is on the west side of the 
county road, but he also had land on the east side. This property was sold to 
a Kendall faMily·, then went to E. N. 'Boge' Harris. After Boge died his heirs 
sold it to the Tallents. An article in the WEISER AMERICAN dated February 24, 
1916, leads one to think that Triplow sold it to R. N. Kendall that year. "R. 
N. Kendall of Downey bought the Triplow ranch on Mann Creek". Mann Creek is 
probably an error, as we do know a Kendall owned the property after Triplow. 
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Kendall lo5t the land to a Mortgage coMpany and Boge Harris bought it. The 
Tallents call it the Old Boge Harris Place. 

Acc6rding to a neighbor, Trlplow also had land on the east side of th~ 

valley now owned by Dwight Maddox. I'M quite sure he did not patent any land 
on the east side, but he May have bought land that soMeone else had 
patented--probably John Pierce. George Triplow was born in 1858 in Ohio and 
died NoveMber 29, 1937 in Wei5er. 

ORVAL ALLEN PUhCELL, or ''Allie" as he was called, had property on the 
Weiser River which joined A. T. Jennings on the south and George Triplow on the 
ea5t, and his brother Orin on the North. He fi.led a land claiM on April 20, 
1901, which is recorded in the POSSESSOHY LANO CLAIM BOm: No. 1 located at the 
Washington County Courthouse as follows: "E 1/2 SE 1/4 of Section 10; W 1//2 
SW 1/4 of Section 11 Township 11 Range 4 West Boise Meridian". His patent was 
issued SepteMber, 1907. 

Allie was Married to Mary Harris, daughter of JaMes NorMan Harris. They 
had four children--Etta Purcell Arnold, Orval, Nora Purcell Pound, and Earnest 
Clark. The only one living at this writing is Clark. Allie was born August 
25, 1872, and died March 18, 1933 at the age of 61 years 8 Months and 25 daye. 
He wa~ the son of Nephi Purcell. The 0. A. Purcell property went to his wife, 
then to his children, and finally to the Tallents in 1969. 

JAMES ATKINSON patented 160 acres of land on the Weiser River in 1907. 
His land joined 0. A. Purcell on the south, Orin Purcell on the west and south, 
and Andrew L. Van Lewen on the east. Atkinson was interested in Mining and had 
a claiM of the west side of the river. An old tunnel still reMains. Rock 
foundations for old buildings also still reMain--one of the west side of the 
river and two on the east. All this land becaMe part of the Purcell faMily 
holdings, and now belongs to the Tallents. 

JaMes S. Atkinson was listed in the 1900 census as follows: JaMes 
Atkinson born SepteMber, 1860, in England age 39 (in 1900); wife Minny born 
SepteMber, 1871, in f<ansa.s age 28 (in 1900). 

ANDREW VAN LEWEN patented 120 acres north of George Triplow and east of 
JaMes S. Atkinson August, 1922. This property is east of the lane which 
continues north froM the county road. It becaMe part of Purcell holdings then 
Tallent holldings. The Atkinson property and the Van Lewen property forM the 
north boundary of the Tallent's lower place. 

ALMIRA JENNIE WILLIAMS and her husband, Willis B. WilliaMs, hoMesteaded 
land on the Weiser River between Tallents lower proberty and their upper 
property at the north end of Lower Crane Creek Valley. They had a grazing 
claiM and their hoMe was located on the creek just south of the Tallent's fence 
to their upper property. Signs of the old hoMestead are still apparent. The 
creek--Jennie WilliaMs Creek--takes its naMe froM her. The hoMe site was 
patented in October 1918, and the land south and joining Tallent's lower 
property was patented in March 1925. All the Jennie WilliaMs holdings now 
belong to the Phil Soulen faMily. 

AlMira Jennie WilliaMs was born in Council Grove, Kansas, May 17, 1869. 
She was the daughter of Oscar Johnston who was born in Pennsylvania, and Julia 
Harris who was born in Ohio. Jennie Married Willis 8. WilliaMs NoveMber 8, 
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1893. The faMily caMe to Weiser in 1907, and Moved to a farM in Payette in 
1935. .Jennie died .January 31, 1940, in Payette at the age of 70 years 8 
Months and 14 days. Her husband, Willis 8. WilliaMs, died in 1938. They had 
one daughter, ErMa Short, of Payette . .Jennie also had two brothers, Earl and 
Frank Johnstbn, and one sister, Mrs. George Nesbit, all of Weiser. 

JOHN ZUMWALT hoMesteaded and got a patent on 160 acres of land in the 
north part of the valley in February 1905. It is located in Section 34 and is 
the first property inside the fence of Tallents upper property. That land was 
later owned by Marion Kiser, and is known to the Tallents as ihe Lower Kiser 
Place. It was part of the Purcell holdings prior to 1969. 

John ZuMwalt was born NoveMber 8, 1839. He died OeceMber 18, 1920, at the 
ageof81. 

Mrs. John ZuMwalt was born in 1861 and died August 24, 1912, at the age of 
51. She was survived by her husband, John, two brothers E. M. Barton and JaMes 
Bar-ton. Two daughters Mrs. Johnson .Jones and Mrs. Sheff. One son Fr-ed 
ZuMwalt. Died before were a son an daughter Loyd and Maud buried at Council 
~nd a daughter VolMa Lee age 27 who died July 16, 1909 and is buried in Weiser. 

GEORGE AND ALICE KISER and their faMily had land in two areas of the 
valley. George hoMesteaded and got a patent on 160 acres of land in section 12 
Most of which is north of Lower Crane Creek Road. The land description is as 
follows: S 1/2 NW 1/4, N 1/2 SW 1/4 of Section 12 Township 11 North Range 4 
West Boise Meridian. That patent was issued in March 1906. That land was 
joined on the south by land patented by JaMes Martin and WilliaM Aldridge. 
This Kiser property becaMe known as the Old Solders place in later years. In 
1938 Murray and Maxlne Solders bought the place. They deeded it to HoMer H. 
Solders in 1941. It was .in that faMily for 17 years. In 1955 Joseph 
f<elsheiMer~ boui;Jht it. Then in 1957 .John Wells bought it. It 1;Jent back to 
KelsheiMer, then to Carl H. Hansen. FroM Hanson it went to Mike BrooMhall, 
next to Greg GrahaM, next to Mike Leep and finally to Darrel Clapp who lives 
there no1>J. 

George and Alice had Four sons--Joseph, WilliaM, Charles and Marion. 
Joseph and Charles hoMesteaded on land in the north part of the valley on the 
Weiser River near Concrete. Alice also hoMesteaded land in that area. Her 
land joined that of Charlie on the east. It was range land. She patented her 
land in 1923. Charlie patented his in NoveMber 1912. That land is part of 
Tallent holdings now. Joseph patented his land in January 1920. That land is 
now owned by Phil Soulen. Marion bought the land patented by John ZuMwalt--the 
Lower Kiser Place now owned by Tallents. WilliaM, the fourth son patented 40 
acres easl of his father--now owned by Dwight Maddox-- the SW 1/4 NE 1/4 of 
Section 12, T II, R 4, WBM in Februar-y 1912. 

The obituary of Alice Kiser is as follows: She was born July 12, 1855, in 
Grinnell, Iowa. He1~ parents were Friend Dickensen and Laura Holbrook. <FrJend 
Oickensen had a hoMestead on the southeast side of the valley). She was 
Married to George ~:iser. She died January 31, 1945, at the age of 89 years 6 
Months and 19 days, and is buried in Hillcrest ceMetary. 

No biographical inforMation was found on George Kiser. Charlie and Marion 
are covered under Tallent FaMily holdings. WilliaM, or Bill as he was called, 
Married Agne~ Kiser, the widow of Marion. They had two daughters--Helen and 
Jean. 
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JAMES LEWALLEN hoMesteaded land in the northwestern part of the valley 
just east of Catrock on the east side of the river. 40 acres on the north and 
east joined Charlie Kiser. The other 120 acres is just west of Joseph Kiser 
and forMs an elbow on the river. The Phil Soulen faMily owns that propety 
today. The WEISER AMERICAN, March 30, 1916, contained this article under the 
heading Lower Crane Creek News "Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Lewallen expect to Move froM 
the section ~ouse at Cat Rock across the river to their ranch". 

ROY ALEXANDER got a patent on 160 acres of grazing land in Section 26 and 
on another 150 acres in Section 27. This grazing land forMed the northern Most 
boundary in this Lower Crane Creek Valley history. It is located across froM 
Concrete on the east side of the river. Morehead Creek is the northern 
boundary. Ale~ander's land joined Charlie Kiser's on the southwest and Alice 
Kiser's on the southeast. No other inforMation was found of Mr. Alexander. 

JOSEPH SALB got a patent on 150 acres of land in Section 24 and 13. It is 
described as fallows: S 1/2 NW 1/4, NE 1/4 NW 1/4 of Section 24 and SE 1/4 SW 
1/4 of Section 13 Township 11 North, Range 4, West Boise Meridian. His land 
joined John W. Lane on the south and WilliaM Theuer on the east. That land is 
located in the southeast part of the valley. This property in now owned by the 
Woodland faMily. No other inforMation was found on Mr. Salb. 

JOHN W. LANE. See "The Old Presley Place" for coMplete inforMation. 

THOMAS LANE. See "The Old Presley Place" for coMplete inforMation. 

F. H. MACDONALD. See "The Old Presley Place" for coMplete inforMation. 

SILAS WILLIAM WOODLAND and his wife Ella hoMesteaded 150 acres of property 
in the southeastern part of the valley below the Mercury Mine in Sections 29 
and 30, T 1 i, R 3, WBM. They got a patent on that land in August 1904. It was 
west and north of land patented by Chres Chrestesen. It belongs to Clarence 
Chrestesen at this writing. 

Silas Woodland and his faMily was listed in the 1900 Census as follows: 
Silas Woodland born June, 1861,in Io1A1a, age 22 (in 1900); wife, Ella, born 
SepteMber, 1869,.in California age 30 (in 1900); son, Walter, born .July, 1887, 
in Iowa, age 12 (in 1900); son, Claud, born July, 1890,in Idaho, age 10 (in 
1900); son, Roy 8. born SepteMber, 1892,in Idaho, age 8 (in 1900). 

S. W. Woodland also patented 40 acres near Crane Creek. It was located 
just south of the JaMes H. Knee property --SW 1 /4 SE 1 /4 of Section 12 , T 11, 
R 3, WBM. That 40 acres was patented in August 1907. It is now owned by 
Dwight Maddox. Woodland was naMed in the Crane Creek Water Adjudication Decree 
of 1909 for this property. 

Evidently S. W Woodland was in the sheep business. In Fern Trull's book 
THEY DARED TO DREAM in 1902 he was on the AssessMent Rolls of Washington County 
Sheep Interest for 700 sheep. 

A court action recorded in the Washington County Courthouse to the 
AMerican Mortgage CoMpany of Scotland was dated SepteMber 23, 1915. Woodland 
May have lost his property at that tiMe. 



l;Hlff'.3T[N {). CHnE-:STf:S[N patented 80 d<:res of land ill t.he .southeastern part 
of the valley just below the Mercury Mine in Section 29. It was located east of 
S. W. Woodland and patented in J11ne 1915. The land description is as follows: 
NW 1/4 SE 1/4, NE 114 SW 114 Section 29, T 11 N, R 3, WBM. 

Chres A. Chrestesen was born in Norway July 1G, 1858. He was Married to 
Minnie Morkgrof. They had two sons, Fran~ and Clarence. Minnie died March 28, 
1932, at the age of 59 years 11 Months and 19 days. Their son, Frank, died in 
1949 at the ·age of 46. He left his wife, Martha, and three children, Mary Lou, 
Martha Jean and Frank Robert. Chres died April 10, 1950, at the age of 81. 

Clarence has had the land since his father's death. He calls this hjs dry 
land. 

SUSAN ELKIN patented 80 acres north of S. W. Woodland in June 1918. 
land description is as follows: E 1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 30, T 11 N, R 3, 
Clarence Chrestesen owns this land. Nothing else was found on Ms. 
E.l kin. 

The 
WBM. 

FRAW'. v.J. llARD patented ~'00 acres 0f land north of Susan Elkin and S. W. 
Wc,odland in 1915. Ti 1..ia~, in sectionc. 19, 20, and 30. The land description is 
as f0llo1,1s: E 1/2 SF 1/4 Secl:lon ]']; W 1/2 SW 1/4 C)ect.io11 :::0; NW 1/4 NW 1/4 
Section 29, T 11 N, R 3, WUM. Hie south 120 acres is par-t of 
Clarence Chrestesen's huldings. The north 80 acres is owned by the Woodland 
far~ily. 

This article was found in the February 10, 1916, WEISER AMERICAN "Mrs. F. 
W. Hard was badly injured ~hile Moving to Weiser froM the1r ranch near Midvale. 
She fell froM the sled while crossing Sage Creek". Were they Moving to their 
Crane Creek property? 

PHEBE ANN WOODLAND hoMesteaded 150 acres in the southeast part of the 
valley. Her land joined WilliaM Theuer on the west, Calvjn E. Woodland on the 
north, and Frank W. Hard on the south. She received her patent in March, 1904. 
The land description is as follows: S 1/2 N f/2 of Section 19, T 11 N, R 3, 
WBM. Phebe was the first of a line that still occupies the valley. She was 
the Mother of Calvin E. Woodland, grandMother of Harold Woodland, and Breat 
grandMother of Rod Woodland who still operates the ranch land that she and her 
son hoMesteaded. Phebe was born in April, 1836. She died May 2, 1922 at the 
•'lg e o f 8 G , and i s h u r 1. e d l n H i.l l c r- e ::d. Ce ri1 e tar y i n We i s er . 

The 1900 Censu~ 11~ted Phoebe A. Woodland and her faMily a5 follows: 
Phoebe A. Woodland, widow, Born April, 1835,in Canada, age GS (in 1900); son, 
Calvin A., born Februi:wy, 1877,in Iowa, age 22 (in 1900l; daughter, Elsie r"\., 

born January, 1879,in Io1>1a, age 21 (in 19001; granddaughter, Pearl, born June, 
1885, in Idaho, age 15 ( i r1 1 900). 

CALVIN E. WOODLAND hoMesteaded the N 1/2 N 1/2 of section 19, T 11 N, R 3, 
WBM, just north and adjoining his Mother, Phebe's, 160 acres. He received his 
patent in SepteMber 1913. His 160 acres joined that of Friend Dickinsen on the 
west and northwest, and Charles B. Glasby on the north. 

Calvin was Married to Nellie. They had a son, Harold, and three 
daughters, Josephine, Dorothy, and Ruby. The holdings of both Calvin and his 
Mother, Phebe, went to Harold, then to his son, Rod, who is operating the ranch 
at this writing. 
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FRIEND DICKINSEN hoMesteaded 150 acres in the southeastern part of the 
valley in July, 1914. It joins WilliaM Theurer on the south, The two 
Woodlands on the southeast, Charles Glasby on the east, Sarah E. Glasby on the 
north, and John Pierce on the west. The land description is as follows: SE 
1/4 SE 1/4 of Section 13, W 1/2 SW 1/4 of Section 18, NE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 24, 
T 11, R 3, WBM .. This land is part. of the Woodland holdings--what they call 
their dry land. 

Friend Dickinsen was listed in the 1910 census as being age 60. His wife, 
Florence, age 47. I found three spellings of his last naMe ... the above, 
Dickeson, and Dickerson. The WEISER AMERICAN dated January 20, 1916, had this 
article "Mrs. Friend Dickerson and little grandchild left for Cherryville, 
Kansas, to visit her Mother". That saMe paper, dated March 30, 1916, included 
this artiicle in the Lower Crane Creek News "Friend Dickerson and wife were 
visiting the Charles Kisers Saturday and Sunday". He was Charlie Kiser's 
grandfather·. 

CHARLES E. GLASBY patented 160 acres in October, 1915. The land 
description is as follows: E 1/2 SW 1/4, W 1/2 SE 1//4 of Section 18, T 11 N, 
R 3, WBM. This is part of Rod Woodland's dry land, and just north of 
land patented by C~lvin Woodland. 

SARAH E. GLASBY patented 40 acres north of Friend Oickinsen in June, 
1919. The larid description is SW 1/4 NW 1/4 of section 18, T 11 N, R 3, WBM. 
This land is part of Greg GrahaM's property. 

WILLIAM THEURER got a patent on 160 acres in section 24. The land 
description is as follows: W 1/2 NE 1/4, SE 1/4 NE 1/4, NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of 
Section 24, T 11, R 4, WBM. This land is owned by ~:enny Skow. For More 
coMplete inforMation refer to the article on the Skow faMily. 

JOHN PIERCE patented 160 acres on the east side of the valley. The land 
description is as follows: N 1/2 NE 1/4, E 1/4 NE 1/4, NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of 
Section 13, T 11 N, R 4, WBM. Dwight Maddox owns the north half and Woodlands 
own the south half of the John Pierce property. 

The Pierce faMily is listed in the 1900 Census as follows: John Pierce 
bot~n NoveMber, 1851, in Califor~nia age 38 <IN 1900); wife Eva L., born April, 
1870, in l<ansas age 30 (in 1900); son, Oliver C., born April, 1888, in Idaho 
age 12 (in 1900)1 son, Cyrus M., born SepteMber,1889, in Idaho age 10 (in 
1900); Daughter, Sylvia, born July, 1892, in Idaho age 7 (in 1900); Son, Ora, 
born April, 1894, in Idaho age 6 (in 1900); son, Ira, born August, 1899, in 
Idaho age l (in 1900); son, Nira, born August, 1899, in Idaho age 1 (in 1900). 
According to a neighbor, there are two graves of Pierce children on this 
property. 

W. H. WOOD got a patent on 160 acres in the eastern part of the valley in 
1920. The land description is as follows: SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 12, T 11 N, 
Range 4; W 1/2 SW 1/4 Section 7 and NW 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 18 both in T 11 N, R 
3, WBM. This property is east of S. W. Woodland, north of John Pierce and 
Sarah E. Glasby and south of Fred C. Hansen. Dwight Maddox owns 40 acres on the 
south. Woodlands own the rest of the W. H. Wood property. No othe~ inforMation 
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was found on Mr. Wood. 

ROBERT WOOD received a patent on 160 acres of land in the ea5tern part of 
the valley in 1921. This property wa5 straight east of that hoMesteaded by W. 
H. Wood. The land description ts as follows: E 1/2 SE 1/4, SE 1/4 NE 1/4 
Section 7; NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 18, both in T I 1 N, R 3, WBM. The Woodland 
faMily owns lhe south 40 acres, and Greg GrahaM owns the north 80 acres of this 
land. No other inforMation was found. 

JAMES HENRY KNEE received a patent on 40 acres in the eastern part of the 
valley on Crane Cree~. The land description is as follows: NW 1/4 SE 1/4 
Section 12, T 11 N, R 4, WCM. Thi5 property joined S. W. Woodland on the 
south, Gec·1-ge f<iser· or1 the west., WiJJittM l\i;;er on the north, and Fred C. Han5en 
on tha east. iH this 1,witi11g D1.<J.lght Maddo;, owns this land. SoMe of the Knee 
faMily were here in 1955 wh~n Maddox bought it. 

Mr. Knee also had the ZuMwalt property in the northwe5t part of the valley 
for a tir<re. It then 1.<1ent to Marion ~:iser, and is known as the Lower ~:iser· 

Place. 
JaMes H. Knee was born DeceMber 12, 1859, and died January 13, 1947, at 

the age of 78. He was Married to Grace. They had five sons: Eldon, Donald, 
Clifford, Wesley and Clarence. They also had three daughters: Mrs. L. R. 
Dyer, Mrs. Walter ZuMwalt, and Mrs. Fred StirM. According to a neighbor, two 
Knee children are buried in the valley above the Dwight Maddox hoMe. They ate 
poisoned food. 

FRED C. HANSEN received a patent of 40 acres in the eastern part of the 
valley on Crane Creek in June 1905. This property was joined on the west by 
JaMes Knee, on the north by John J. Hansen and on the east and south by W. H. 
Wood. The land description is ar; follows: NE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 12, T 11 N, R 
4, WBM. The Wo~dland faMily owns this property. 

JOHN J. HANSEN hoMesteaded and received a patent on 150 acres of land in 
the eastern part of the valley on Crane Cree~ in the hot springs area. He 
received his patent in March, 1905, and in May of that saMe year he deeded the 
land to Henry G. Hansen. The land de5cription 15 as follows: NW 1/2 NW 1/4, 
NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 7, T I I N, R 3, WBM; and SE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 12, T I I, 
R 4, WBM. Greg GrahaM owns this property at this writing. 

J. J. Hansen was one of the land owners naMed in the Crane Creek Water 
Adjudication suit which was decided tn 1909. That decree decided who got Crane 
Creek water and also the aMount. 

According to a neighbor, Mr. Hansen was a carpentar froM Caldwell. He May 
have used that skill to develope the hot springs into a resort. This article 
appeared in July 24, 1985, edition of the WEISER SIGNAL in the "In Days of Old" 
75 yea1~s ago colurrn: "July 21-25, 1911. Mrs. H. R. Warner went to Hansen Hot 
Springs, near the Mouth of Crane Creek, Tuesday where she will reMain for 
several days". 

John Hansen and faMily were listed in the 1900 census as follows: John 
Hansen age 43 (?I; wife, Alice, age 44; son, Fred, age 17;and daughters Irene 
anr:J Inez r1ge 13. 

T n l d I. er' y fl r:w !'i f. h i. 5 proper I. y 1,1 d ~; own e r1 Ii y '" Boge " H CJ r r t :; , fl n d at t h i. s 
writjng is owned by Greg GrahaM. 
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WILLIAM R. ALDRIDGE received a patent on 160 acres on Crane Creek in July, 
1904. He sold this land to WilliaM Theurer. The history of this property will 
be More fully described under that naMe, and under the present owner Kenneth 
Skow. 

WASH HINZE owned 40 acres patented by J. J. Hansen in March 1906 <SE 1/4 
NW 1/4 in Se~tion 12l and GovernMent lots 2 and 3 in Section 7. He was naMed 
in the Crane Creek Water Adjudication Decree of 1909. He was granted the third 
right for 0.45 Miners inches. 

JAMES MARTIN received a patent on 160 acres in the center of the valley on 
Crane Creek in Nove111ber, 1907. The land description is as follows: SW 1/4 SW 
1/4 Section 12, NW 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 13, SE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 14, all in T 11 
N, R 4, WBM. His land wa& joined on the west by JaMes NorMan Harris and H. 
Wilburn, on the north by George Kiser, and on the east by WilliaM Aldridge. 
This property is now owned by Kenneth Skow. 

E. H. WILBURN received a patent an 160 acres in the center of the valley 
on the north side of Crane Creek in October, 1908. This property is just east 
of the county road and across froM Rod Woodland's hoMe. The land description 
is as follows: E 112 SE 1/4 Section 11, N 1/2 NE 1/4 Secti.on 14 both in T 11 
N, R 4, WBM. 

Wilburn's naMe was one of those listed in the Crane Creek Water 
Adjudication suit in 1909. The first water right went to JaMes NorMan Harris. 

The Wilburn faMily were listed in the 1900 census as Follows: Edward H. 
Wilburn born July, 1872,in California, age 27 (in 1900); wife, Louisa, born 
August, 1873, in Utah, age 25 (in 1900); daughter, Ethel 8., born January, 
1897,in Idaho, age 3 (1900); son, Mer·lin G., born May, 1898,in Idaho, age 2 
( i.n 1900). 

The year 1903 Must have been one short of hay for winter feed. This 
inforMation was found in Fern Trull's book THEY DARED TO DREAM: "Mr. Horn 
found soMe hay at Mr. Wilburn's place on Crane Creek and has Moved his sheep 
there--dated January, 1903". 

It would appear that Wilburn had a hard tiMe Making a go of farMing. 
Records at the Washington County Courthouse show several law suits in the years 
1921 and 1922. There was a sheriff's sale in NoveMber, 1922. 

This property was later known as the Old George Harris Place. There is a 
large, two story, white house on it next to where Echo Dell School stood. It 
has gone through several owners since. After Geroge Harris caMe Ralph Lyle, 
Mike BrooMhal~, Greg and Lee GrahaM. Now the property belongs to Kenneth Skow. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON HARRIS was not a hoMesteader, but he was the son of the 
earliest pioneer in the valley--.JaMes NorMan Harris. The land hoMesteaded by 
E. H. Wilburn was More coMMorily known as the Old George Harris Place, and the 
two-story house is referred to as the George Harris house. According to a 

·neighbor, George raised beautiful gardens down next to Crane Creek. He took 
his extra produce to Presley Station where the "Gallopping Goose" picked it up , 
and delivered it to Weiser to be sold by local businessMen. 

George 1>1as born Dece~1ber 15, 1891, the son of JaMes Nor~f"1an Harris and 
Molly Kelly Harris. His wife was Lisie M. Harris. They had three daughters: 
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Susan Marsh, Mrs. ElMer Staples, and Mrs. JiM Scott. They had four sons: Bird 
Harris, Charles Harris, Calvin Harris, and Wallace Harris. George also had 
three brothers: JiM, Earnest, and Bird Harris, and one sister Mrs. 0. A.<Mary) 
Purcell. George died June 17, 1950, at the age of 58 years 6 Months and 1 day. 

JAMES ADAMS did not receive a patent on any land in the Lower Crane Creek 
Valley, however, there was an irrigation ditch naMed after hiM. Near the Mouth 
of the canyon a ditch took off on the south side of Crane Creek which watered 
the Theuer place and other p~operties on the south side of the creek. It is 
called the JaMes AdaMs ditch and is Mentioned in the Crane Creek Water 
Adjudication Decree of 1909. It is also Mentioned in an early abstract for 
Theuer property. 

There were two JaMes AdaMs faMilies listed in the 1900 Census. They were 
probably relatives. As listed in that census, the elder JaMes AdaMs was born 
March, 1836, in Ohio, age 64 I in 1900). His wife, Elinor, was born July, 
1~39, in Pennsylvania, age 51 (in 1900). 

The second JaMe~ AdaMs was born August, 1869, in Missouri, age 40 (in 
1900) His wife, Annie, was born January, 1882, in Indian Territory, age 18 (in 
1900). They had one daughter, Nellie, born August, 1899, in Idaho, age 1 (in 
1900). It is hard to say for whoM the ditch was naMed. Since both faMilies 
were in the valley, both May have had a part in its construction. 
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ENTERTAINMENT AND SOCIAL LIFE 

Rodeoing is the Main forM of entertainMent in Lower Crarie Creek Valley, 
and has been since earliest tiMes. It is an outgrowth of everyday ranch 
life. Most young people learned to ride a horse alMost as soon as they 
learned to walk. In the early days that was the only Means of transportation as 
well as entertainMent, and Many rode their horses back and forth to school. 
Young people 'of both se:•;es took part in horseback. riding. Sor1e becaMe experts 
and coMpeted in local rodeos. The ladies were no exception. Several were 
rodeo queens or princesses. They had to know how to ride as well as to look 
regal on the back of their steed. The Men tried their luck on bucking broncos, 
brahMa bulls, and calf roping. NaMes of valley Men were prevelant on the local 
rodeo circuit, and soMe went on to national coMpetition. 

Social life in the valley was also centered around the schools. Country 
dances, coMMUnity dinners, box socials, and other get-to-gethers took place at 
Echo Dell School. In later years that school was closed and students went to 
Jeffreys School at the Mouth of Mann Creek. Many siMilar activities took place 
at that school. After 1955 when Pioneer School in Weiser was coMpleted they 
went to Weiser. By this tiMe the School District had consolidated eliMinating 
the need for country schools. 

An outgrowth of social activities associated with the school was the 
forMation of ladies clubs. FroM earliest tiMes there was a desire and need 
for country woMen to socialize. The ShaMrock. Club served the Lower Crane Creek 
Valley and the Mann Creek area as a social and CDMMunity service organization. 

Eva Breshears who lived across the road froM Jeffreys School was the priMe 
Mover and organizer of the ShaMrock Club. On March 17, 1922--St. Patrick's 
Oay--a group of woMen Met at her hoMe and forMed that club. Meetings were held 
in hoMes or at Jeffreys School (now called Jeffreys Co1Y1Munity Hall). The club 
always supported the school. They sponsored ChristMas parties, graduation 
parties, hot lunch prograMs, and saw to it that needy students were taken care 
of. 

HoMe Extension Service froM the University of Idaho had started in 1918 
with the purpose of helping woMen in their work. Mrs. Breshears was involved 
froM the beginning in bringing those services to Washington County and the 
ShaMrock Club in particular. This club was the first rural club in the county 
to take part in those services. Many HoMe DeMonstation classes were held in 
the following years. The first was a health project for children. ExaMples of 
other deMonstrations were "How to Raise Poultry", "How to Can Vegetables and 
Meats", "Oress~iaking", "Millinery", "Gardening and Landscaping", and even 
"Flower Arranging". These deMonstations helped the ladies in Making a fuller 
and More Meaningful way of life for their faMilies and theMselves. The 
ShaMrock Club has also 5upported 4-H projects for young people in the 
coMMunity. Although the ShaMrock Club started in 1922, it wasn't until the 
late 1940's and early 1950's that Many Crane Creek ladies were able to take 
part. Up until that tiMe roads were ungravelled and alMost iMpossible to 
travel during wet weather. Since the 1950's roads have been iMproved and 
Maintained Making travel Much easier, and the naMes of Most of the ladies who 
live or have lived in Lower Crane Creek Valley are listed as MeMbers in the 
Minutes of the ShaMrock Club. 

The Grange was also a social and coMMunity service organization that 
served farMer/rancher needs. Most farM faMilies belonged to that organization 
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in the early days. 
Club in purchasing 
Recently ( 1985) the 
Co~Munity Hall over 

The Unity Grange served this valley and joined the ShaMrock 
the old Jeffreys School in 1959. Both held Meetings there. 
Grange disbanded and turned their interest in Jeffreys 
to the ShaMrock Club. FarMers today are not as interested 

in the Grange as an organiation as they were Many years ago. 

·, 
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REQUIEM 

Thus ends the history of Lower Crane Creek Valley. If the proposed 
Galloway Project goes in as Many outside this valley would like, the only iteMs 
that will reMain will be a body of water surrounded by the eastern and western 
hills, the tip of Molly's Butte in the center of the valley, Hitt Mountain 
overlooking all in its Majestic way---and a MEMORY! 
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