
09/22/2004
rDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOI]RCES

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION OF WATER RIGHTS ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW

RIGHT NUMBER:

NAME AND ADDRESS:

SOURCE:

QUAIfTITY:

25-4277

RALPH 'f STEETE
531 S 52ND E
IDAHO FALLS ID 83401.

UNNAMED STREAM

0.660 cFs
5.000 AFY

PIJRPOSE OF USE

IRRIGATION STORAGE

STOCKWATER

IRRIGATION FROM STORAGE

IRRIGATION

TRIBUIARY: DEER CREEK

PRIORITY DATE: t0/3L/1966
POINT OF DIVERSION:

PURPOSE AND
PERJOD OF USE:

T03S R40E 51-6 NENESE Within BINGHAM County
T03S R40E 516 SENESE Within BINGHAM County

PERIOD OF USE

0r/0r 72/37
0sl01 t2/1.5
04/07 7r/0r
04/01 tL/0L

OUAMTITY

5.OO AFY

0.260 cFs
5.OO AFY

0.400 cFs

PLACE OF USE: IRRIGATION Within BINGHAM Countv

T03S R40E S15 NWSW 2.0 T03S R40E S15 SWSW 0.6

T03S R40E 516 NESE 2.3 T03S R40E S16 SWSE 3.7
r03s R40E s16 SESE L2.0

STOCKWATER Same as IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION FROM STORAGE same as IRRIGATION

20.6 ACRES TOTAL

OTHER PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR DEFINITION OR ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WATER RIGHT:

This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for
the definition of the rights or for the efficient administration of the water
rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in time no
later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-L41,2 (5), Idaho
Code.

The quantity of water decreed for this water right for stockwater use is
not a determination of historical beneficial use.

EXPLANATORY MATERTAL: Beneficial Use

SCANNEO

ocT 0 4 200{
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Water Rj-ght 25-4277
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State of ldaho
Department of Water Resources

Eastern Region

Water Right(s): 25-4277

1320 0 2il0 3960 Feet

N

PNOFIMil
O Polnt of Diversion

Place of Use
Sections
oa

SGANNEfi
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GIS Place of Use lllustration
1987/1988 NAPP photography
Preparted by R. Mikesell
Date: September2004
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Water Right Claim Number 25-04277
Township , 3S40E
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Water Right Claim Number 25-04277
Township , 3S40E
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Water Right Claim Number 25-04277
Township , 3S40E
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'H'HT'tr v E D
NOTICE OF ERRORREPI,Y 

OCT I 3 2(}{l4

P1ease t)4)e or print clearly, fill out this form completely and rnail. Dep:*'E!l,?llfii1'esources

Return this reply form L.o IDWR by the deadline date printed below if you want IDWR to change your
reconrnendation or you want to 1et IDWR know that you agree with its reconrnendation.

YOUR DE,N)I.II{E FOR RETURNINC A NOTICE OF ERROR REPI,Y Igt
Water right m:nber: 25-4277

RALPH .f STEELE
531 S 52ND E
IDAHO FALLS TD 83401
Telephone Nr:rnber: (2081523-5424

Describe the portion of Lhe proposed reconrnendation with which you disagree (e.9.
, period of use,

1

t

2 Describe the changes you wish to make in the proposed recormendation:

3 Give a brief explanation as to why you disagree with these portions

_ I AGREE wlth this proposad recqrmandatl.onr no chang€a n.ed to be nad€.

SIGNATURET

Please print your name:

IDWR Regional Office, 900 N Skyline Dr Ste A, Idaho Fa11s, ID 83402, 208525716!

DATE'

PROFNfit}
SCANruED

ocT I 5 200{
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BEF'ORE TI{E IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

In Re: Water Right Claim Nos. 25-|3094,425-4283, M5-4277, A25-4276

State of Idaho

County of Bonneville

)
)
)

SS

AFFIDAVIT OF WOODROW BUTLER

WOODROW BUTLER, being first duly sworn on his oath, deposes and

says as follows:

l. That I am over the age of 21, and I am competent to make this

Affidavit.

2. That I am currently residing at my ranch located near Bone, Idaho,

and have resided at this address since 1919.

3. That I have personal knowledge of the ranch known as "Deer Creek

Land & Cattle Company" located in Bingham County, Idaho, and owned by Ralph Steele

and his partners, based upon having resided on my ranch, which is situated directly

adjacent to the Deer Creek Land & Cattle Company ranch, since 1919.

4. That I also have personal knowledge of the Deer Creek Land &

Cattle Company ranch because I was a member of the Board of Directors for the Eastern

Idaho GrazingAssociation for many years, and I was responsible for riding on horseback

through the neighboring ranches to ensure that all fences were properly constructed and

maintained.

PnOFlttil
SCANNED

OcT 0 4 2004

AFFIDAVIT OF WOODROW BUTLER - 1



5. That Ralph Steele, a partner in Deer Creek Land & Cattle Company,

and I frequently shared farm equipment in order to more efficiently harvest the crops we

grew on the properties identified above

6. That beginning in 1954 and continuing each year thereafter, I

personally observed that Ralph Steele grew and harvested barley on large sections of his

ranch, including those areas near Willow Creek on the easterly side of the ranch.

7. That in 1962 and 1963,I personally observed that Ralph Steele grew

and harvested potatoes on that section of his ranch near Willow Creek on the easterly side

of the ranch.

8. That beginning in 1962 and continuing each year thereafter, I

personally observed that Ralph Steele grew and harvested barley and alfalfa on large

sections of his ranch, including those areas on the west side of the road, which runs

through the ranch, and irrigated such areas from water held in the pond that is fed by the

Steele Springs.

9. That beginning in 1964 and continuing each year thereafter, I

personally observed that Ralph Steele grew and harvested barley and alfalfa on large

sections of his ranch, including those areas near his cabin on the easterly side of the

ranch, and inigated such areas from water out of Deer Creek.

10. That beginning in 1966 and continuing each year thereafter, I

personally observed that Ralph Steele grew and harvested barley and alfalfa on large

Pft0riltD
SCANNEU
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AFFIDAVIT OF WOODROW BUTLER - 2



sections of his ranch, including those areas on the south end of the ranch near the cattle

guard, and irrigated such areas from water out of a pond which flows into Deer Creek.

FURTHE& AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

I
WOODROW BUTLER

4
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this of February,

2004

Ist
S

U

tro

Notary Public for Idaho ,
Residing at: 4"-l* J--l't-t
My commission expires: r/ ae-/ a'oro?It

.tJuvra
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+
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Field Exam Summary A2544277
Bryce Contor
Water Resources Field Services

November 15,2003

General Gomments - Ralph Steele Claims

These are all beneficial use claims for sprinkler irrigation from ponds and
streams. I did not find any evidence of irrigation. Because recommending
disallowal is a sobering prospect I looked hard and walked extensively over the
claimed places of use. I've marked the paths I took on layouts in the files.

The claims indicate sprinkler irrigation, and the lands are too rolling for gravity
irrigation. Portable pumps and sprinkler pipes can be easily moved, and it has
been 14 years since these claims were filed. Nevertheless, I expected to see
some traces - tractor tracks or dirt roads to where pumps would have been
located, rock piles or remnants of wooden supports where portable mainlines
went over cliffs and obstacles, at least some traces of damaged pipes or
irrigation fittings. I poked around the buildings and looked carefully for these
things and did not find them. Unless the claimant produces some documentation
I propose disallowal of irrigation based on no evidence of beneficial use.

Scanned images of my field notes are in the photos file folder as "A25-
4276_Steele_Notes_X.jpg" where "X" is the page number. The notes refer to
GPS locations by UTM coordinate as that allows me to scale directly to USGS
maps in the field. The GPS points reported in the summaries and in the data file
use IDTM coordinates.

The last page of the claim in file A25-13094 is a summary map of all the claims.
ln general my inspection found those lands are potentially irrigable. lt looks like a
more complete and better representation of what was intended by the claimant
than some of the individual maps in the claim files.

Paper file A25-04276 contains correspondence, a contact log, and a cartoon map
showing relative locations of these claims, Claims M5-13095, A25-13096, and
425-13097 are enlargements of other claims. ln those cases I have put most of
the field notes and photos in the underlying claim file.

General Comments

M5-13096 is an enlargement of this claim and this review applies to both claims.
I did find a pond, but no evidence of irrigation. Only part of the claimed POU (the
part of A25-13096 west of the road) appears to have been farmed. There is a
culvert under the road where a mainline could be placed to take water to this part
of the claimed POU but there was no indication that this had actually happened.

AP

Field Exam Summary
Water Resources Field Services
208 663 4667
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Unless the claimant provides additionaldocumentation I propose recommending
only deminimus stockwater use with the claimed priority.

Ownership

Appears to be correct.

POD

The center of the dam is GPS waypoint 82, 681,500E ,230,781N IDTM.

POU

Layouts approximately show potentially irrigable lands, consistent with claimant's
maps. Only the POU west of the road appears to have been farmed.

Overlap

A25-13096 is an enlargement. The claims do not overlap place of use.

Conflict

None noted.

Priority

No evidence.

Quantity

No evidence of irrigation. The pond is about two acres by dot count from the
USGS ffiap, visually estimated at twelve feet deep. Using an inverted pyramid
formula, (2 acres x 12 feet)/3 = 8 acre feet.

llUater Use

Stockwater.

List of Photos

425-4277 A25-1 3096_1.jpg

M5 -M27 7 Jas - t g0 96_2 j p g

Field Exam Summary
Water Resources Field
208 663 4667

Looking NE at dam.

Looking SE at dam.
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425-04277_3.jpg

425-13096_1.jpg

A25-13096_2jpg

Contor

POU for M5-04277

POU west of road, looking NW.

POU east of road from the same location

EM tA4z1+
Date

PROFIINil
Field Exam Summary /t?s7 aqLVT
Water Resources Field Services
208 663 4667
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Log for clum 25-O4217

Acres
TR SEC Qa Chimed

Spatial Dynamics CAT

Acres
Found COMMENT

ru8/00

03s40e to
03s40e 16

SENE
NESE

7
15

13

18

Totals: 22 31

ffisporror
DYNAMTaS



AJ5809NP
No. A25-04277

OI..INER

CODE NAME & ADDRESS

C RALPH J STEELE
531 S 52ND E

IDAHO FALLS ID 85401
(208) 523-5424

l'Jater Source: UNNAMED STREAM

Point(s) of Diversion:

Place of use Legat Description for:
NE

NENE NLINE SI,INE SENE
T R S :LtAcLtAcLtAcLtAc

03s 40E 16 : 07

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF I.'ATER RESOURCES
ADJUDICATION CLAIM PROFILE REPORT

PRIORITY
DATE I.'ATER USE

01/01/1954 IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION STORAGE
IRRIGATION FROM STORAGE

STOCKI.IATER

Tributary to: DEER CREEK

NENESE SENESE

USE PERIOD
FROM TO

DIVERSION
RATE

DATE:10/18/00
PAGE: 51

DIVERSION
VOL[JME

TOTAL DIVERSION:
CONSUMPTIVE USE:

1.000 cFs

0.250 cFs

1.000 cFS

Stage: STATUTORY CLAIM

BINGHAM County

SUM

04-01
01 -01
04-01
05-01

11-01
1?-31
11-01
't2-15

AFA
AFA

AFA
AFA

00
00

00
00

5

5

5
55

T03S R40E 316

IRRIGATION
Nl.l

: NENI,J NI,INLI S[.,NI., SENt.l

:LtAcLtAcLtAcLtAc

st"l
NESW Nt"rSH SUSti SESbt

Lt Ac Lt Ac Lt Ac Lt Ac

SE

: NESE NUSE SI.ISE SESE :
:LtAcLtAcLtAcLtAc:

: 15 0
0

22
22TOTAL ACRES

Ptace of use location for IRRIGATION FROM STORAGE is the same location as described for: IRRIGATIoN

Ptace of use location for STOCKWATER is the same Iocation as described for: IRRIGATION

PoU County: BINGHAM

Non-lrrigation Uses: S/1200 CATTLE

Other Rights: NONE

Other l.,ater Rights with Same Point(s) of Diversion r.rith Stage (lnctudes AtI Sounces):
A25-13096

Other l,later Rights Listing Overtapping Ptace(s) of Use:
A25-13096

Dates: Exam Made Date: Venified Date: 03/12/1985 objection Filed Date

Misc: l.later District Number: Fietd Inspection Ftag:
Presumption Ftag:

Audit: 09/13189 ESRBA 03/?9/9, PosT-sTD



Form No. 243
9/81 n trtoi.iJ '!,7 l'i ;(

STATE OF IDAHO
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT

Under the provisions of Section 42'243, ldaho code, any person using or claiming rights to the public waters of ldaho
established by diversion and application to a beneficial use must file a claim with the Department of water Resources on orbefore June 30, 1983. Exempted from this filing areS!g!g family domestic uses as defined in section 42.23o(dl,ldaho code.
Also exempted are rights represented by a permit, licenfr?ir.e, adjudicated right, or a previously filed claim.

The filing of this claim does not confirm the water right claimed but failure to file may result in forfeiture of a water right.

Notice is hereby given rhat ___*peetr-_Cfeek,,_L,.end_ 6CattLe_Co.__q/-o__&a1_ph*S_!,ee_!e_,-___' (Name of Claimint)
Telephone No. q) -5424

namazl e{- ra:n tributary to ('raok
(31 Describe the purpose for which the water has been u

claimed:
sed and the time during the year when you have used the right

(Both dates lncluslvF)
(Mo., Dayl (Mo., Dav)

Period of Use From L-L To 12-3L
Period of Use From To 12:1"5_
Period of Use From To
Period of Use From _4_f_ f. [--f
Period of Use From 4-I To Ll:1 _.

claims a right to the diversion and beneficial use of the surface or ground water, The extent and nature of said claim is asfollows:
(1) Date of priority: (When was the water first applied to a beneficial usel April I . L954

A claim is not acceptable on a ground watel source with a priority later than March 2s, 1963 or on a surface waterourcs with a priority later than May 20, 1971. An exception is thjt a claim may be filed on sinlle family domestic use from
a ground water source,

(21 Describe the source of water: (Name of stream, lake, spring, etc., or ground water)

Ouantity
Ouantity
Ouantity 5 .oAF
Ouantity
Ouantity

o -26

(ogt8garqE''1no1,ock' Et c l

Us" i;l+i,qa+,ion'-
Use Stocilwater

(cts. at)

5-OaE

Use T*r icnfinn

(4)
1 - OOc s

Use _-;f,!ga'ege
Use Trriarl-i r)n

1.0ocfs/sA,F TOTAL OUANTITY USED.
(cts, af)

(5) A) Point of diversion: (Location of point where water is diverted from its source)
NE '/o SE %, Sec. 16 Twp. 35 _ RSe. 408_ 8.M., County of Binciham

Additional points of diversion: +

B) Describe means of diversion of
etc.). Give sizes and capacities: be

water: {Pump and pipeline, wel
as specific as possible. Describe

l, diversion dam, reservoir, length of ditch and field,
any changes in the system and give the date of the

change.

(6) A) Describe location of use by listing number of irrigated acres within each 4Gacre tract in appropriate box. lt use isnot for irrigation, place an "X" in appropriate box to show location.

T sEc.
NE% NWizr sw% sEr/.

TOTALNE)/r NW/r sw% sF% NE% NW/. slJ\r% sE% NEY. NW% sw% sE/! NFY^ NWrt sw% sE%
?.q 4nTr 1A 1 15 22

No. of acres 22

B) lf water is used for other than irrigation, fully describe that use, being as specific as possible:
Dr.i nk i no ter for s k

fr'OfF: lnclude here the type and number of stock watered 1?.nO r^ cattl A(71 lf you are claimi ng water as a member of an organization, list name of organization



May 2, L99L

Ralph J. Steele
531 S. 52nd E.
Idaho Falls, ID 83401

/ es-- o 4;77

i\lIICITIOFILMHS

Nov 1 U lu$Z

RE: Evidence of Priority
Dear Mr. Steele:

The Notices of Clairn identified with the numbers shown at the
end of this letter has been filed in the Snake River Basin
Adjudication (SRBA). The Notices indicates the water usage
are based on rrBeneficial Usetr or a rf statutory Claimtt. Water
rights of this type are established by the historical use of
water, dat,ing back to when water was first used for the
purpose claimed, at or on the place of use identified on the
Notice. The date the water was first put to use, known as
the priority date, has not been confirmed by a License,
Decree t ot Permit. For this reason, proof must be provided
supporting the priority date.

For your reference I have provided a printout of your
Notices and the parnphlet entitled rrEvidence of Priorityrr.
The pamphlet describes the tlpes of evidence required and
suggests which documents will fulfill this requirement.
While I encourage you to read aII of the pamphlet, f direct
your attention to the two sections entitled rrllbat Kind of
Evidence is nequiredrr and rrsome Exanples of Documents l{hich
May Be Evidence of the Priority Daterr.

ft is our goal to recommend this historical water rights
within the Snake River Basin as accurately as possible.
Field exams to verify other items of the Notices have been or
soon will be conducted by Department personnel. But, the
Departnent will aot recomnend the Notices be decreed by the
court if no evidenee of a priority date is submitted.

Please submit the required evidence supporting the priority
dates by June 3, 1991, referencing all documents with the
corresponding Notice numbers. If you have any questions not
covered by this letter or the enclosed pamphlet, please
contact this office.



Ralph J. Steele

Page 2

AIl Notices required to submit this evidence are currently
being reviewed for recommendation to the court. Hence, the
need for expediency on your part or your agency. every
effort should be made to submit this infomat,ion within 30
days of the date of this ietter.
Respectfully subnitted,

Ernest Carlsen
Water right Supervisor, Adjudication

EC: sc

Enclosure: Brochure on tfEvidence of Prioritytl
Proof Report
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N THE DTSTRTCT COURT OF THE FrFTH JUDTCTAL DTSTRTCT Or rHE STATE OF TDAHO,IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OT WATER FROM
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM.

CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576

fdent. Number:
Date Received:

A25-04277

.I

9 3 89

L. Name:
Address:

RALPH J. STEELE
531 s. 52ND E.
IDAHO FALLS, ID

Receipt No:
Received By:

Lot

.s
r..000

0.250

o

208-523-5424

County
BINGHAM
BINGHAM

(or ) A. F.A.

NOTICE OF CLAIIIT TO A WATER RIGHT
ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAT{

2

3

4

Date of priorit,y:

SouTce: UNNAMED STREAM

Point of Diversion:
Township Range Section

03s 40E L6

Pu rpose
IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION STORAGE
IRRIGATION FROM STORAGE
STOCKWATER

Non-irrigation uses:
s/L200 CATTLE

APR 01, 1954

L/4 of L/4 of L/4
NE NE SE
SE NE SE

83401_

Trib. to: DEER CREEK

5. Description of diverting works:
EARTH DAIq, 250 FT. tofrc, 10 FT. HrGH.

6. Water is used for the following purposes:

From
04/0L
oL/ot
04/0L
0s/0L

To
LL/0L
L2/3L
LL/ot
L2/L5

5.00
5.00

Fc

7

I
9

Total euantity Appropriated is:
1.000 c.F.S. (and/orl

Total consumptive use is
o 5.00 A. F.A.

55.0 Acre Feet per Annum.

A25-0 4277 Page L Date:

W



10. P].ace of Use:

Township Range
03s 408

Secti on
L6

L/4 of L/4
SE NE
NE SE

Lot Use
IRR
IR.R

Section Acres

Ac
7.

1.5 .

res
0
0

22.0

22 .0
11..

L2.

13.

L4.

1.5 .

Total Acres
Place of use in countieE: BINGHAM

Do you own t,he property tisted above as place of use? yEs

Other Water Rights Used:
NONE

Remarks:

BAEis of Clairn: STATUTORY CI,AIM

A25-0 4277 Page 2 Date: 09/L3/89 ..rh

*NOROf\$$r"t"'\s\ \ u '--



L6. Signature(s)
(a. ) By signing below, T/Yle acknowledge that, r/we have received, read and
understand the form entitled rrHow you will receivg notice in the Snake RiverBasin_Adjudication." (b.) I/We do _ do not X wish to receive and pay
a small annual fee for monthry copieFl6-F the docIEE-sheet.

I
Number of attachments: I

['or Individuals:
I/vIe do solennly swear or af f ir hat t statement,s contained in the

Date:

Date:

day

ry c

foregoing document, are t,rue a o

Signat,ure of Claimant(s) :

State of Idaho

\(p
ss.

County of
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) before me 1S

of Ls {\1

Seal
Residing a

lly Conmission Expires

N{li
l:r'aii:i;c

l, lgg4

A25-0 4277 Page 3 Date: 09 /L3/89"" 
l-,,t[noFlLMgc

NoI I u $$2
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