03/19/2010
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATICN OF WATER RIGHTS ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW

RIGHT NUMEER: 1-10564

NAME AND ADDRESS: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING THROUGH
USDI FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
DIVISION QF ENGINEERING
911 N E 11TH AVE
PORTLAND OR 97232-4181

SOURCE: SNAKE RIVER TRIBUTARY: COLUMBIA RIVER
QUANTITY: 0.070 CFS
PRIORITY DATE: 10/31/1969

POINT OF DIVERSICN:

T09S R25E $1 NENE Lot 5 Within MINIDOKA County

PURPOSE AND
PERICD OF USE:
PURPQSE OF USE PERIOD OF USE UANTITY
IRRIGATION 04/0r 10/31 0.020 CFS
FIRE PROTECTION 01/01 12/31 0.070 CFS
PLACE OF USE: IRRIGATION in MINIDOKA County
T09S R2ISE 501 NWNE 0.20 T09S R25E 501 Lot B SWNE 0.20

T09S R25E 501 Lot 9 SENE 0.10
FIRE PROTECTION in MINIDOKA County
T038 R25E 501 Lot 5 NENE T09S R25E 801 NWNE

T098 R25E S01 Lot B8 SWNE TOSS R25E S01 Lot 9 SENE

0.5 ACRES TOTAL
QOTHER PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR DEFINITION OR ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WATER RIGHT:

This partial decree is subject to such general provisions necessary for

the definition of the rights or for the efficient administration of the water
rights as may be ultimately determined by the Court at a point in time no
later than the entry of a final unified decree. Section 42-1412(8)}, Idaho
Code.

EXPLANATORY MATERIAL: BASIS OF CLAIM - Beneficial Use
Property is also known as Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge headquarters.
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LAKE WALCOTT STATE PARK

w " 959 E. Minidoka Dam Rd. Rupert, ID 83350
e ey Phone: 208-436-1258 -.- Fax: 208-436-1268
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Nancy C. Merrill
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Walcott Park
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CCC camp

MiINIDOKA NWR
HEADQUARTERS

Z8 3Jovd

R g s |

Established by Congress in 1933 and reorganized in 1937, the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps was a federally funded vocational training program, primarily for
young men between the ages of 17 and 23. For the most part, CCC enrolless
worked on conservation-related projects, living in nearby government-super-
vised camps patterned after army cantonments, In early 1935 the CCC agreed
to furnish enrollees to Reclamation’s Minidoka Project, selecting Walcott Park
as the site for both a camp and a conservation project. Officially designated
Camp BR-27, the CCC camp received its first contingent of about 200 enroiless
in the fall of 1935 and remained in operation until the summer of 1941. Al
though CCC crews continued to work on the Minidoka Project unti] the spring
of 1942, thase enrclliees ware stationed at another camp near Paul, Idaho,
which closed in May 1942.

Camp BR-27 contained about 18 woad-{rame buildings, including an education
building, infirmary, mess hall, recreation building, supply warehouse, officers'
quarters, and eight barracks (see Figure 14 for site plan of compl* Most of
these structures stood on a small rise, overlooking an unpaved service and load-
ing area that separated tha camp from the Old Park, immediately to the south-
west. All CCC buildings at Walcott Park were demolished or removed in the
decades aiter World War II. Camp BR-27's only major structural remains are
some mortared, rubble, lava-rock foundation iragments, originally part of a
loading-dock complex built by the CCC in 1939.® Located in the former ser-
vice and loading area, these {foundation Iragments measwe abgut 14 inches in
width, stand three to four {eat in height, and cover about 150 linea] feet. On
the higher terrain above the service and loading area, the camp grounds sur.
vive as an open, level, irrigatad lawa,

In 1909 the federal government established a national wildlife refuge at Lake
Walcott under the supervision of the U.S. Biological Survey, which was renamed
the Fish and Wildlife Service [FWS] in 1940.© FWS oversaes the refuge from a
headquarters compound at the aast end of Walcott Park, about one-quarter mile
northeast of the Minidoka Powerhouse. This administrative area occupies the
neck of a small, and otherwise undevsloped, peninsula that juis southeastward
into Lake Walcott. Vehicular sccess is facilitated by an east-west, 300-loot,
unpaved driveway off Walcott Pazk's lakeshore drive. The driveway leads to a

See HAES Photos ID-103.58 through 80 lor views of 1he COC Canmp
®See HABS Phalo [D.103-60.

Sea HABS Photos ID.103.61 through 72 lor views of the FWS Headquariers srea.
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turnaround in the headquarters cowtyard, an open grass-and-gravel area bor.
dered by four structures: Office Building, Equipment Building, Oi) House, and
Quarters No. 2. A iifth building, the Boat House, stands north of the courtyard
on lowsr terrain by the shore.

The Olfice Building, located at the end of the entrance driveway in the north.
west saction of the courtyard, was the first permanent structure at the site.* A|.
though plans for the building have not swrvived, documentary gources indicate
that it was designed by Wilired J. Gregson, a CCC architect stationed in Port-
land, Qregon. Measuwing 58 feet east-west by 28 feet north-south, it is a one-
story, side-gabled, wood-frame building with thickly mortared, subble, lava-
tock-veneer walls; concrets lintels and sills: and composition-shingle 100fing.
A cancrete plaque in the north gable end bears the inscription: "CONSTRUC.
TED BY CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 1838." This annopncement, how-
ever, was slightly premature, for documentary sourceg indicate that construction
was not completed until the following year.

Originally known as the “Service Building®, the Office Building served the ref-
1196 manager as a combination bunkhougs, office, and garage. Qn the east side,
the building's muliiple purpose was architecturally expressed by a four-bay divi-
sion-three bays with vehicle doors for the garage area and, at the southeast
corner, a single stone-walled bay with a double window for the olfice-sleeping
area.® The building's lava-reck west facade was broken by a double window in

Office Building again, this time eliminating the tesidential erea for increasad
office space. Apparently as part of this work program, the two remaining

“See HABS Photes ID-103.62 through 68,

"See HABS Phota 1ID-103.68.

“Soe¢ HABS Photo ID.103.85,
9Ses HABS Photo ID-103.66.
*Beo HABS Photos [D.103.87.
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garage stalls were enclosed by horizontal wood siding, with eagh bay receiving
a single, sliding, aluminum-sash, windaw. Presumably at the same time, alumi-
num sash also wag installed in the building's two original double windows, cre-
ating their present appearance as picture windows !®

The Office Building's wesl side overlooks a broad expanse of lawn terraced into
two levels.* The upper lawn is held in place by an inclined, three-foot-high,
dry-laid, lava-tock embankment constructed in 1941, Although the work was
performed by WPA labor, it is indistinguishable from CCC riprapping found
elsewhere in the Walcott Park area During the 19608 FWS built soveral new ¥
lawns and retaining walls in an attempt "to improve the appearance of the
headquarters area.” As part of this program, the Office Building’s lawn was
extended on a lawer level to the lakeshore drive. The new retaining wall for
the lower lawm was typical of other stonework erected by FWS at the headquar-
ters compound dwring this period. Stauding one to two feet tall, it consigts of
large, crudely mortared tubble, often only a single stone high and deep. Al
though intended as beautification, the FWS stonework has an unfortunate, ¢jum-
5y quality that compares poorly with tha rugtic masonry of the New Deal gra ¢

Upon completing the Office Building in 1940, FWS had hoped to bujid a boat
house approximately 100 feet to the nartheast on the share. Although ths agen-
¢y succeeded in pouring a concrete foundation for this structwe by 1942, fund-
ing difficulties suspanded further work. It was not until 1952 that FWS resumed
the project and erected a single-story, front-gabled, concrete-bloak Boat House
on the old foundation * Measuring 25 fest north-south by 18 feet east-wast, the
structure has industriaj-steel sash on the east and west sides, horizontal wood
siding in the gable ends, slightly overhanging eaves, and composgition shingles
on the roof.'?

To store fuel for itg boats, FWS in 1952 alse constructed an Oil Hougs, located
on the courtyard above the shore, about 40 leet south of the Boat Housp. Meag.
uring 10 fest north-south by 16 feet sast-west on a powred concrete loundation,
this one-story, Iront-gabled, concrete-block building has basically the same
sash, eave, and gable-end treatment as the Boat House. its roofing, however,
is corrugated matal instead of composition shingle, '

FWS's final construction Project during this period was an Equipment Building,
completed in 1953 Noting that the building “will be used for shop and equip-
ment storage purposes,” the original specifications called for a prefabricated,

“Sve HABS Photos ID-103-6] and 2.

"See HABS Phote 1D.103.71.
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corrugated-metal structure "28' wide by 72’ long, providing 6 bays" squipped
with “sliding or overhead doors A gable-roofed building litting this descrip-
tion went up on the east side of the courtyard, with its six averhead, metal, ve.

industrial-steel sash. At an undetermined date, the Equipment Building was
extended on the east by a 43-loot-long, gable-roofed, corrugated-metal addition
containing three ovarhead doors matching the original construetion Apart from
this alteration, the building has experienced littlg modification.'?

Quarters 2, located at the southeastern end of the courtyard, completes the ar-
chitectural ensamble at the FWS headquarters compound. Although the most
recent addition to the site, it is actually the cldest piece of construction. QOrig.
inally built in 1914 by Reclamation for the government Housing Camp at the
dam, it was moved in 1960 to a new powred-concrete foundation at the head-
quarters compound and designatad “Quarters No. 2" » Measuring approximately

eéver, it seems to have baeen taken over by the refuge manager who assigned
subordinate staif to the Qffice Building's sleeping area, known ag "Quarters No.
1%, It is currently vacant

Photographs of Quarters No. 2, taken upon its arrival at the headquarters in
1960, show a one-story, wood-frame, gahle-raofed, Bungalow-style cotlage with
enclosed porches at each end. The front porch, slightly olfset from the maig
block, mirrored the main block in its boldly bracketad front gable, overhanging
eaves, and exposed rafter ends. Thg full-width rear porch had an unbracketed
hipped roof, but otherwise conformed to the prevailing eave and rafter design.
Both porches had a wrap-around band of rectangular wooden windows,

The present appearance of Quarters No. 2 appears to be the result of a 1965
remodeling program. In that year, FWS put new composition shingles on the
roof, sheathed the exterior with horizontal fiberboard siding, and completely
recontigured the building's windows, installing new sliding aluminum sagh %

its window openings on the porches. Although Quarters No. 2 still recallg the

Bungalow style in its massing, exposed rafter ends, and bracketed eaves, the

window remodeling intraduced a modern architectural note that geverely com:
. promised its historic character.

°Jae HABS Photog ID-103-69 and 70.
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' MEMORANDUM DATE: 11-Jun-1991
FROM: Allen Merritt

TO: FILES A36-11114
A36-11115
A36-=11118
A01-04048
DON SHAFF & LYNN KROGH-HAMPE

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF USBR CLAIMS AROUND MINIDOKA DAM

ON JUNE 7, 1991 I VISITED MINIDOKA DAM AND MET WITH JOHN FENNELL THE
DAM TENDER AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE STAFF TO LOCATE THE WELLS AND PUMPS
AS DESCRIBED ON THE USBR'S CLAIMS., THE ATTACHED MAP SUMMARIZES THE
LOCATIONS OF THE IMPORTANT FEATURES WITH THE FOLLOWING REMARKS.

ITEM #1 IS THE WELL REPORTED TO BE DRILLED IN 1970. THIS WELL IS
CLATMED UNDER A36-11118. THE WELL IS PRESENTLY UNUSED AND R36-11118
HAS BEEN CREATED RECOMMENDING DISALLOWAL. NO BENEFICIAL USE HAS BEEN
FOUND.

ITEM #2 IS THE WELL REPORTED TO BE DRILLED IN 1972. THIS WELL WAS
REPORTED TO BE DEVELOPED FOR USE IN 1990 WHEN THE PUMP HOUSE WITH THE
PUMP AND THE 6920 GALLON STORAGE TANK WERE INSTALLED. THIS PUMP ( 20
H.P. U.S. MOTOR ID# F429/S08S348R065F-3 ) PRESENTLY SERVES ALL
DOMESTIC WATER FOR THE DAM AND PARK AREA. THIS INCLUDES WATER TO
DRINKING FOUNTAINS AND SPIGOTS (8) IN THE PARK, WATER FOR THE FISH AND
WILDLIFE OFFICE & BUILDINGS, AS WELL AS POTABLE WATER USED AT THE DAM
AND SURROUNDING FACILITIES. THE USE OF THIS WELL REPLACES THE USE OF
THE SPRING IDENTIFIED IN ITEM #7. THIS WELL IS CLAIMED UNDER A36-11115
AND BEING RECOMMENDED UNDERE R36-11115 WITH THE INTENT THAT THE
RECOMMENDED USE BE DOMESTIC UNDER THE PART (B) DEFINITION WHERE IT IS
LIMITED TO 2500 GAL/DAY. ANY USE BEYOND THIS LIMIT SHOULD BE PERFECTED
BY FILING FOR A WATER PERMIT SINCE THE USE WAS ESTABLISHED AFTER 1963.

ITEMS #3, #4, #5 & #6 ARE THE DIVERSIONS OF WATER FOR IRRIGATION

WITHIN THE PARK. THIS USE IS COVERED UNDER A01-04048. ITEM #3 IS A
LARGE PUMP ON THE BANK OF THE RESERVIOR. THIS PUMP IRRIGATES APPROX.
1/4 OF THE PARK. 1ITEM #4 IS A SMALL PUMP IN THE BOAT HOUSE OF THE FISH
& WILDLIFE SERVICE FOR THE SMALL LAWN AROUND THE OFFICE. ITEM #5 IS
TWO PUMPS NEAR THE CONTROL GATES OF THE DIVERSION CANAL. THESE PUMPS
IRRIGATE APPROX. 3/4 OF THE PARK. ITEM #6 IS A PUMP IN THE CANAL WHICH
WATERS A BELT OF TREES ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE PARK.

ITEM #7 & #8 THESE ARE THE SPRINGS WHICH ORIGINALLY SERVED THE POTABLE
WATER SUPPLY TO THE DAM & FACILITIES AND WATER IN THE PARK UNTIL
REPLACED BY THE WELL DESCRIBED IN ITEM #2. ITEM #8 IS A SPRING WITHIN
THE POWER HOUSE WHICH WAS THE FIRST SPRING DEVELOPED WHEN THE DAM WAS
BUILT IN 1909. IT WAS REPORTED THAT THIS SPRING WAS OBLITERATED IN THE
1940'S WHEN UNIT #7 WAS BUILT; SPRING AT ITEM #7 WAS DEVELOPED WHICH
REPLACED THE SPRING AT ITEM #8. THE USE OF THE SPRING WATER IS CLAIMED
UNDER A36-11114 AND HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED UNDER R36-11114 ALTHOUGH THE
USE OF THIS SPRING HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED IN 1990 BY DEVELOPMENT OF THE
WELL.

MICROFILMED
MAR 19 1993
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L PAR-29-Ub tUE 09:55 A BOR SMAKE RIVER AREA

FAX NO. 208F™74321 P. 01

U.S. Department of the interior
. Bureau of Reclamation

Managing Water in the West

Fax Cover

Snake River Area Office

1359 Hansen Avenue
Burley, ID 83318

Main Phone: (208) 678-0461

Date: 03/29/05

Pages including this cover:

To: Michael Holliday 208 525-71 77

Fax:

Fax: (208) 678-4321

From: Dala Walton

Realty Spe-cialist
Code: SRA6434
E-mail: dwalton@pn.usbr.gov

Phone: 208 678-0461

Message: RE: Proof of priority and beneficial use for 1-4048 Walcott Park. Found one
more document in 1995 that gave an acreage. Still looking but wanted to get this to you.

Received Time Mar. 29.  8:29AM
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BUK SMOKE KIVEK AREA

FAX NO. 208R7%4321

P, 02

Walcott Park Jirigation Claim No. 01-4048 — Collected by Dala Walton, March 29, 2005

Received Time Mar, 29.  §:25AM

Date Diversion Rate Irrigated Acres | Remarks
1912- 5 Old Park ~ HABS. ID-103
1930 page 9, 39, 40, 43
1513 One cottage added Dec 1913 Annual Report
Barry Dibble
1913 Map of Buildings & grounds
orchard, garden, park, etc.
Power & Pumping System
Report
1914 Threc cottages added Annual Report Barry Dibblc
1918 Four cottages added Annual Project History
April Additional ground sceded to Power System Report
1920 grass and clover and 175 tress
planted : .
1922 Orchard pruned & sprayed — Project History
irrigation ditch serving camp
cleaned
1923 New tress set out; additional Project History
lawn planted
1938- New park added - picnic areas HABS No. ID-103 pages 10-
1941 & irrigation system installed 12, 45, 49
CCC expansion
1941 Fish & Wildlife Service lawn HABS No. ID-103 page 15
added
1540 Four pumps being unsed 15 Leo’s draft 1983 claim
60 gpm — HP = Priority claimed 4/1/1907
80 gpm ~ HP =
200 gpm - HP =
500 gpm — HP = 25 - 8 inch
Total 840 gpm
2 cfs pump installed irtigation | None given Project History 1940 pg 83
of camp & recreation area
1960 Fish & Wildlife Service new HABS No. ID-103 page 15
lawn added
12/7/1979 | 2-20 HP, 400 gpm pumps 49.07 Proposed development of 50
Total 800 gpm acres Walcott Park —
12/10/1979 lir to RD
1983 Two pumps - 25 HP and 400 15 Leo’s 1983 claim Priority
gpm each; One - 500 gpm — claimed 4/1/1907
HP =25 - 8inch
Total 1300 gpm
1989 2 —25 HP pumps w/400 gpm | 15 SRBA. claim
i each (sprinkler system)




MAR-29-05 TUE 09:56 AM  BOR SMAKE RIVER AREA FAX NO. 2086724321 P.03

1-25 HP pump 500 gpm
(gravity system)
Total 1300 gpm — 2.8 cfs
4/21/1995 | Acres of Lawn 21 Sepator Cameron Litr
3/24/2005 | Current park irngated 29 GIS map from Gary Young
2 pumps @ 400 gpm each Per Bert Lujan, Foreman,
Total 800 gpm = 1.8 cfs Minidoka Dam

Received Time Mar. 29,  §:25AM
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION CIVIL CASE NUMBER: 39576
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM

THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM.

Ident. Number: _01-10564

Date Received:

-SRBA
DISTRICT COURT-SRB ) T
Fitth Judicial District . Receipt No.:
County of Twin Falls - State of 102 R g ——%Lz—__
d- ¢ ﬂf 69
4= {Vd 9
NOTI&E OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT p
, tQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW ﬁ Za\g/ A
,F r
1. Name: United States of America Phone(503) 231-2098
(Fish and Wildlife Service)
Address: USDI FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING
911 NE11TH AVE
PORTLAND, OR 97232-4181
(503) 231-6145
2. Date of Priority: __ _December 31, 1940
3. Source:__Snake River Trib. to:__Snake River
4. Point of Diversion:
Township__9S Range _ 25E _ Section1,B.M. Lot 9
County of _Minidoka
Additional Points of Diversion
5. Description of diverting works: 2 HP pump, pipe to sprinkler system and fire hoses.
6. Water is claimed for the following purposes:
Purpose From To CFS. (or) AF.A.
Irrigation Ap. 1 Oct. 31 0.074
Fire Suppression Jan, 1 Dec. 31 0.074
United States of America
Fish and Wildlife Service
SCANNDD

APR 7 3 2009



10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

Total Quantity Claimed is:
0.074 C.FS.

Total consumptive use claimed is 3.0 _ acre-feet per annum for irrigation and as needed
for fire suppression.

Non-irrigation uses _Fire suppression.

Place of Use:
Township Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres
98 25E 1 9 I 1

Total Number of Acres Irrigated 1.0

Place of use, county(ies)._ Minidoka

Do you own the property listed above as place of use? Yes.
Other Water Rights Used: N/A

Remarks: The stated diversion rate is the capacity of the pump. This water right is
appurtenant to the described place of use.

Basis of Claim {Check one) Beneficial Use __X Posted Notice
License Permit Decree ___ __

If applicable provide IDWR Water Right Number
Court Case Number Decree Date

United States of America
Fish and Wildlife Service

ECANNED
APR 7 3 7009
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NEW PARK

the slope at approximately ten-foot intervals. They then tied strings to the bat-
ter boards and ran them herizontally across the face of the embankment, there-
by establishing a guide lor both the angle of the slope and the depth of the rip-
rap. After these preparations, they dry-laid the lava rock in random courses
on the embankment, placing the first course in a toe trench at the oot of the
incline st as to provide a stable hase for the rest of the wall. The size of tha
stone varied from about one to twe fest in diameter. The enrollees linished the
work by hand-illing the joints between the riprap with loose gravel 't

The CCC also built a stone retaining wall for a parking area at the north end
of the Old Park. In the late 1970s, however, this {eature was partially demol-
ished by the Young Adult Conservation Corps [YACC!, a fedarally funded
vouth-training program established by Congress in 1977 along the lines of the
CCC. From 1978 to 1880, YACC enrcllees completed a number of miner im-.
provement projects at Walcolt Park, including the construction of an open-air
picnic shelter in the Old Park’s north parking area in 1978.*

The YACC picnic shelter rests on a concrele slab, measuring about 80 [eet
east-west by 20 {eet north-south, The shelter itself is roughly 20 feet square,
with a wood-shingle-clad, hipped roof supported on wood posts, four to a side.
Within the shelter is @ massive. rectangular-plan, rubble, lava-sock hireplace
with barbecue grates on the north and south sides. Rising {rom the lireplace is
a broad, rectangular chimney that pleces the ridge of the roof.

On the south and east, the picnic shelter overlooks a rubble, lava-rock retaining
wall, approximataly 150 {eet in lengih and three leet in height.,®* The wall has
a slight batter, reminiscent of stonework built by the CCC lor parking areas in
the vicinity of the New Park. The individual stones, however, are laid in rela-
tively recent mortar, suggesting that the CCC's original retaining walls at the
siie were extensively reworked during the picnic shelter’s construction.

Between 1938 and 1841, the CCC expanded the recreational area at Walcott
Park by lilling and leveling land lor new picnic areas located along the shore
to the north and south of a small peninsula, which was being developed during
this same period as a headquarters compound lor the Minidoka National Wild-
life Hefugse.* To provide vehicular access to the "New Park,” as it was called,

"Sea HAZS Phetes [D.103-27 and 28
®Sen HASS Phoos [D-103.27 azd 2B

*Sea HABS Photes 1D.103 22 througk 56 for views of the New Park aren.
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The lane has double-battered walls, which are about two leet thick at the road-
way level and one-foot-thick al the parapei.* According to a photograph of the
wall under construction, the CCC masons achieved a unilorm slope on both
sides of the wall by using Iree-standing, A-frame batter boards,” The parapet
course consists of well-workad, cblong, lava-rock blacks, approximately ten in-
ches by four inches by four inches.© The blocks are mortarad in place in pairs,
longitudinally, side-by-side, with the outer edges tilted slightly upward ina "V".
Below the parapet, the walls are mortared, randomly laid stone, with individual
pieces measuring about six to nine inches in diameter in the plane of the wall.
Mortar joints are one o two inches wide. With its double hatter and ornamen-
tal parapst, the stone-walled lane represents Walcott Park's most elegant ex-
pressien ol the CCC rustic aesthetic.

Compared to the Old Park, the New Park is lightly wooded: & few solitary, ma-
ture cottonwoods shade the picnic lawns, while a variety of younger deciduous
growth fringes the shoreline. The area's verdure, however, is in sharp contrast
with the sagebrush desert that encroaches {rom the north and northwest. From

1940 to 1942, the CCC constructed an irrigation system for the New Park that .

drew water from a lakeshore pump installed in a cove just to the north of the

Wildlife Refuge Headquarters." The pump boosted water into a stone-walled .

ditch, located about 300 feet east, on the wast side of the lakeshore drive.
Runming northwesterly for approximately 250 [eet, the ditch gravity fed an
unlined lateral looping northeast to irrigate the new lakeshore picnic areas.”

/ Although obscured by brush, the sione-walled irrigation ditch stili survives. It

is approximately 2% feet deep, with vertical, rubble, lava-rock walls. Although

the stonework was criginally dry laid, patches of the wall have been mortared |
fo increase stability. The bottom of the dilch fs earthen and measures about .
234 feet in width. In addition to watering the New Park, the CCC irrigation |

system also served portions of the Old Park. Water was diverted southward to

this area by means of an underground concrete pipe connected to a concrete -

tuwrnout at the head, or south end, of the stone-walled irrigation ditch.'

®Seq HABS Pholes [D-103.22 through 25.
BSae HAES Phota No, ID-103.117.

“See HAES Phets 1D.103.28,

“Spe HARS Pheto 1D-102-43,

*See HABS Photo ID-103-44,

'Sne HA3S Pholo iD-103-35,

t
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either been developed by private individuals or state and mumnicipal agencies.
Some had no public jacilities at all, but were receiving public use neverthe-
less. Walcott Park was one of the {ew sites developed by Reclamation itself.?!*

Despite Reclamation's willingness to promote its "pleaswre resorts” from time to
time, the agency did not consider recreation to be one of its responsibilities.
As dalined by tha Heclamation Act of 1902, Reclamation saw itself as a single-
purpose agency: its mission was to provide water for irrigation. Recreational
development, although widely demanded, was outside its jurisdiction. That
Walcett Park existed at all was strictly foriuitous-the result of geographic cir-
cumstance and local good will. Originally the park had been developed as a
small garden {or the government housing camp at the dam The decision to
maintain it and enlarge it for public use was made independently by Minidoka
Project officials, and did not reflect an official Reclamation policy to develop
recreationz] resources.

This situation was to change dramatically in the 1930s. In the last half of the
decade, New Deal legislation suddenly provided Reclamation with the man-
power and funding to develop recreational facilities. Walcott Park, in need of
expansion since the 1920s, became a target for improvement. Even more sig-
niticantly, Reclamation re-examined its list of priorities by the end of the dec-
ade. Responding to public demand, New Deal philosophies, and an emerging
doctrine of “mixed use," the agency eventuallv added recreational develop-
ment o ils list of responsibilities,

5 4935-1942: WALCOTT PARK AND THE CIVIUAN CONSERVATION CORPS

More than any other period, the years from 1835 to 1242 had a prolound al-
jact on the appearance of Walcott Park, Other than a few random improve-
ments, the park had remained relatively unchanged since the 1910s. With the
advent of the New Deal, however, the park underwent a2 major and systematic
iransformation within only a lew years. The agent of this metamorphosis was
the Civilian Conservation Corps [CCCIJ.

The CCC was in the vanguard of New Deal relief programs established by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Created on March 31, 1933, and reor-
ganized in 1937, the CCC was responsible lor employing men between the
ages of 17 and 23. The youths were to periorm conservation work, often on
{federal land, serving for six-month "enrollment pericds.” Each state was al-
lowed to anroll one youth for every 400 residents. Alter 1937 the total number
of enrollees was limited to 315,000 and service restricted to two years.":®

SCANNED
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This turnover was typical of most CCC camps, and BR-27 generally received a
new conlingent of men, as well as a new commanding oflicer, at least onca a
vear, BR-27 continued to draw earolleas irom the Fifth Corps area, as well as
the Second Corps area, which included New York and New Jersey. A small
number of local men, usually no more than tea at a time, also sarved at BR-27
during each enrollment period.’™

Although the commanding officer 'was responsible or the care of the men and
the maintenance of the camp, he had little authority over the work performed
by the enrollees. On the Minidoka Project, as on cther Reclamation irrigation
projects, the reigning Project Manager drew up the CCC work plan as part of
his gensral duties, and a camp superintendent and loremen, assigned by the
CCC, supervised the men at work. At BB-27, Louis Petzoldt served as camp
suparintendent from 1236 until the camp closed in 1941, assuring a continuity
of authority despite the routine turnover ol camp commanders.

Darlington, the Minidoka Project Manager, submilied his lirst work program lor
BR-27 in March 1935, outlining 15 projects ranging from the “improvemant of
the sewer system for public recreational grounds at Minidoka Dam™ to "hauling
rock and riprapping lateral banks in Burley Irrigation Distriet.™ Riprapping
and other canal improvements eventually proved to be the CCC’s main task on
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the Minidoka Project.* According to written estimates, the enrollees of the two
camps performed over 400,000 man-days of 1abor, at least 62 percent of which
was spent working on the canals. Park improvements were also 2 high priority.
From the opening of BR-27 to the time the last camp closed on the Minidoka
Project, the CCC devoted over 100,000 man-days, or 25 percent of its total
time, to landscaping and making other improvements in Walcott Park.!*?

The remainder of the CCC's tima on the Minidoka Project was spent on various
smal! projects {e.g., excavating an access road to the lower level of the power-
house). The CCC also undertook a modest work program lor the U.S. Biolegi-
cal Survey, an agency within the Department of Agriculture. With Reclama-
tion's approval, the Biological Survey used CCC labor to improve the Minidoka
Wildlife Reluge. This work included lencing parts of the refuge, creating feed-
ing and nesting areas for migratory birds, and building a headquarters for
rafuge personnel. Located adjacent lo Walcott Park, this headquarters be-
came, lor all practical purposes, part of the park landscape.

CCC enrollment dropped after 1937, as the nation's economic outlook began
to improve. Sensing the program was no longer needed, Congress reduced the
CCC's budget after 1238 and began discussing disbanding the agency. Due
lo budgei reductions and enrollment shortages, Reclamation closed Camp Min-
idoka in July 1941. BR.S6, located in Paul, remained in operation until May
1942, closing only a lew monihs belore the end of the CCC program. The
Minidoka Project Manager chose to close BR-27 beiore the camp at Paul speci-
tically because of its proximity to the Reclamation housing camp and Walcott
Park, although these facilities had originally been key reasons for opsning the
camp in that location. As the Project Manager explained, the CCC's improve-
ments to the park no longer made the site suitable for an enrollee camp:

Discharge from [BR-27's) sawage system ampties into the lake at several points where
recreationists at the park desire fo swim... The enmlizes interere with the pleasure
ond privacy of residents and recteationists at that place and ignore the restiictions
ragarding fireamms in the game refuge and on the dam. The presence af the build-
ings and activities of the camp are o hindrance o the park development,’!

Reclamation and the Army demolished most of the BR.27 buildings soon after
the camp’s closure. The Army originally wanted to preserve the structures, but
during World War Il Reclamation was concerned that they represented a secu-
ity risk to the power plant by providing potential cover for saboteurs.’®® The
CCC's work 1n Walcott Park was among its most significant accomplishments
on the Minidoka Project. The lollowing sections will examine this undertaking
in greater detail, beginning with Reclamation’s plans to improve the park.

SSeq HASS Photoa 1D-102 103 through 106 jor views of CCC coazal coastrucuoe.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDI ETHE %y
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COU 1 J
In Re SRBA ) Subcase: 01-10564
)
Case No. 39576 ) ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO FILE
) LATE NOTICE OF CLAIM
)
)

On January 9, 2009, the USDI Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Engineering, by and
through counsel, James J. Dubois, filed a Motion to File Late Notice of Claim for the above-
captioned water right. Hearing was held on the Motion on April 21, 2009. This Motion
complied with all procedural requirements under SRBA Administrative Order 1, and no
objections were made to this late Notice of Claim.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, that the Motion to File a Late Notice of Claim for the
above-captioned water right is granted.

The original Notice of Claim, as well as any attached filing fees, and a copy of this Order
will be forwarded to the Idaho Department of Water Resources for further action. Following
investigation by the Idaho Department of Water Resources, recommendation for the claim will
be reported in the next Late Claims Director’s Report which is issued on an annual basis. This
modifies the provisions of SRBA Administrative Order 1 4d(2)(h).

IT IS SO ORDERED.
Dated April 21, 2009.
Snake River Basin Adjudication
ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO FILE LATE NOTICE OF CLAIM SCANNED
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I certify that a true and correct copy of the ORDER GRANTING
MOTION TO FILE LATE NOTICE OF CLAIM was mailed on April 21,
2009, with sufficient first-class postage to the following:

USDI FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
Represented by:

US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ENVIRONMENT & NATL' RESOURCES

550 WEST FORT STREET, MSC 033

BOISE, ID 83724

DIRECTOR OF IDWR

PO BOX 83720
BOISE, ID 83720-0098

/

ORDER \/jf / /)J f/? il J Jju;?/

Page 1 4/21/09 FILE COPY FOR 00469 D@gmggk
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DISTRICT COURT-SRBA \
Fifth Judicial District
County of Twin Falls - State of Idaho

JAMES J. DUBOIS, JAN - 9 2009 /
Attorney, Natural Resources Section lI
Environment and Natural Resources Division By ] ,
U.S. Department of Justice
1961 Stout Street, 8* Floor - if Lpeety Cletk
Denver, Colorado 80294 0

(303) 844-1375

Counsel] for the United States of America

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

In Re SRBA ) Subcase Nos. 01-10564
)
)
Case 39576 ) STANDARD FORM 4
)
)  MOTION TO FILE:
) LATE NOTICE OF CLATM
)

MOTION TO FILE LATE NOTICES OF CLAIM

Claimant United States of America (Fish and Wildlife Service), by and through its
undersigned attorneys, and pursuant to SRBA Administrative Order 1 Rules of Procedure, and
Idaho Rules of Civil Procedure 55(c), respectfully moves the Court to enter an Order granting
permission to file a Late Notice of Claim in this subcase, and as grounds therefore, states:

1. The United States originally filed claim no. 01-10376 for the Minidoka National
Wildlife Refuge under both federal reserved water right and state law bases, Only the federal
reserved water right was reported out by the Idaho Department of Water Resources, and the
federal reserved water right claim is being prosecuted by the United States. The United States and
the State of Idaho are engaged in negotiation for a potential settlement of the federal reserved
water right claim based upon the filing of a late notice of claim, and recognition of a state-based

SF.4 Aﬂﬁ
Amended 10/16/97 (B2 Page



“use” water right for the water use at issue under reserved water right claim no. 01-10376.
Processing of the state-based claim is a requisite step in this process.

2. The claim subject to this Motion is based upon the historical use of water from the
Snake River for the administrative site at the Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge, and by the
Bureaun of Reclamation, which managed the land prior to management by the Fish and Wildlife
Service. The Claimant United States of America now submits this Motion to File a Late Notice of
Claim (SF-4) based upon the existing historical uses.

3. Rule 55(¢) sets forth the standards for setting aside a default judgment, and
provides:

For good cause shown the court may set aside an entry of default and, if a
judgment by default has been entered, may likewise set it aside in
accordance with Rule 60(b).

4, Rule 60(b) provides, in pertinent part:

On motion and upon such terms as are just, the court may relieve a

party . . . from a final judgment, order, or proceeding for the following reasons: (1)
mistake, inadvertence, surprise, or excusable neglect; . . . [T]he motion shall be
made within a reasonable time, and for reasons (1), (2), and (3) not more than one
year after the judgment, order or proceeding was entered or taken.

Thus the "good cause" provided for in Rule 55(c) must be analyzed and defined in reference to
Rule 60(b).
5. Briefly stated, the Idaho Supreme Court has stated that:

Two requirements must be met to set aside a default judgment. Under rule
60(b)(1), a party may ask for relief from a default judgment on the grounds
of mistake, inadvertence, surprise, or excusable neglect. In addition, the
moving party must plead facts which, if established, would constitute a
meritorious defense to the entry of default. [citations omitted]

Clear Springs Trout Co. v. Anthony, 123 Idaho 141, 143, 845 P.2d 559, 561 (1992).

6. In the instant case, the procedures established by the State and this Court to only
address one legal theory at a time for claims which can be advanced under two alternative theories
should be deemed to constitute mistake or excusable neglect as to the prosecution of the state law
based constitutional water rights claims. In the framework of the SRBA, the actions of the United
States in pursuing these claims sequentially demonstrates conduct of a type expected from a

SF. 4
Amended 10/16/97 Page 2



reasonably prudent person under the circumstances. See, Baldwin v. Baldwin, 114 Idaho 525,
527,757 P.2d 1244, 1246 (Idaho App. 1988). The court must view this matter in light of the facts
of this case. See generally, Baldwin, supra; Avondale on Hayden, Inc. v. Hali, 104 Idaho 321, 658
P.2d 992 (Idaho App. 1983). The claim made in this Late Claim demonstrate facts which, if
established, constitute a meritorious claim for the water right. A copy of the claim is attached
hereto as Exhibit I, and incorporated herein by reference.

7. The United States has therefore established the right to file the Late Claim which
accompanies this Motion.

8. The filing of this Late Notice of Claim will not prejudice other pariies to this
litigation, as the claims accurately reflect the historic use and operation of these water rights. This
motion and the Notices of Claim filed herewith are timely.

9. Counsel for the United States of America (Department of Defense) in this matter
are designated below, and have read SRBA Administrative Order 1, Rules of Procedure (amended
Octaber 16, 1997).

James J. DuBois,

Attorney, General Litigation Section
Environment and Natural Resources Division
U.S. Department of Justice

1961 Stout Street, 8™ Floor

Denver, Colorado 80294

(303) 844-1375

WHEREFORE, for good cause shown, the United States of America (Fish and Wildlife
Service) respectfully requests this Court to enter an Order granting leave to file the Notice of
Claim attached hereto, and incorporated by reference herein.

Respectfully submitted this 8" day of January, 2009.

RONALD J, TENPAS

Assistgat’Attofney Ge
BuBon-

JAMES /. DUBOIS
Trial Aftoney, Natural Resources Section

Envirgnment and Natural Resources Division
U.8. Department of Justice

1961 Stout Street, 8™ Floor

Denver, Colorado 80294

(303) 844-1375

SF. 4
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VERIFICATION

State of Colorado )
County of Denver )

James J. DuBois, being first duly sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:

That I am the attomney for the party/claimant filing this motion for amended claim and that
I have read this motion, know its contents, and believe that the statements are true to the best of

my knowledge.

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, in my presence, this 16" of September,
2005, a Notary Public in and for the City and County of Denver, State of Colorado.

NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF COLORADO

KATHERINE M. SVINARIGH
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF COLORADO

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 452011

My Commission Expires: < Is ’ 2ot
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

J%wM -

1 certify that ony_ f/ , 2009, I mailed the original and copies of this
form, including all attachments, fo the following persons by mailing the original and/or copies,
postage prepaid and addressed as follows:

1. Oﬁginal to:

Clerk of the District Court
Snake River Basin Adjudication
253 Third Avenue North

PO Box 2707

Twin Falls, ID 83303-2707

2, Copies to:

IDWR Document Depository
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0098

Chief, Natural Resources Division
Office of the Attomney General
State of Idaho

PO Box 44449

Boise, ID 83711-4449

United States Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resource Division
550 West Fort Street, MSC 033

Boise, ID 83724

i

Signaturg of person or attorney mailing the form
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION CIVIL. CASE NUMBER: 39576
OF RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER FROM
THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN WATER SYSTEM.
Ident. Number: _01-10564
URT-SRBA ' Date Received:
‘gﬂlﬁfs‘ggal Dlstﬂct st - Receipt No.:
County of Twin Falls ' Received By:

= NOTI%E OF CLAIM TO A WATER RIGHT
e T4 _“*ACQUIRED UNDER STATE LAW

BL_\_,_;,,.ﬂ—-*—”“,J Py e J

1. Name: United States of America Phone(503) 231-2098
(Fish and Wildlife Service)
Address: USDI FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING
911 NE11TH AVE
PORTLAND, OR 97232-4181
(503) 231-6145

2. Date of Priority: __December 31, 1940

3. Source: Snake River Trib. to:__Snake River
4, Point of Diversion;

Township__9S Range_ 25E  Sectionl,B.M. Lot 9
County of _Minidoka
Additional Points of Diversion

5. Description of diverting works: 2 HP pump, pipe to sprinkler system and fire hoses.

6. Water is claimed for the following purposes:

Purpose From To CFES. (o) AF.A,
Irrigation Ap. 1 Oct. 31 0.074
Fire Suppression Jan. 1 Dec. 31 0.074

United States of America

Fish and Wildlife Service



10.

1L

12.

13,

14,

15.

Total Quantity Claimed is:
0.074 CF.S.

Total consumptive use claimed is 3.0 acre-feet per annum for irrigation and as needed
for fire suppression.

Non-irrigation uses _Fire suppression.

Place of Use:
Township  Range Section 1/4 of 1/4 Lot Use Acres
98 25E 1 9 I 1

Total Number of Acres Irrigated 1.0

Place of use, county(ies)._ Minidoka

Do you own the property listed above as place of use? Yes.
Other Water Rights Used: N/A

Remarks: The stated diversion rate is the capacity of the pump. This water right is
appurtenant to the described place of use.

Basis of Claim (Check one) Beneficial Use _ X Posted Notice
License Permit Decree _

If applicable provide IDWR Water Right Number
Court Case Number Decree Date.

United States of America
Fish and Wildlife Service
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NEW PARK

the stope at approximately ten-foot intervais. They then tied skrings o the hat-
ter boards anc ran them horizontally across the face of tha embankment, thare-
by establishing a guida {or both the angle of the slope and the depth of the rip-
rap. Alter these preparations, they dry-laid the lava rock in random courses
on the embankment, placing the first course in a loe trench at the foot of the
incline 10 as to provide a stable base lor the 1est of the wall. The size of the
stone variad irom about one to two faet in diametar. The enrolises finished the
work by hand-filling the joints between the riptap with loose graval ¥

The CCC also built a stons retaining wall for a parking area at the north end
of the Old Park. In lhe Jate 1970s, howaver, this leature was partially demol-
ished by tha Young Adult Conservation Corps [YACCI, a lederally funded
youth-training program established by Congzess in 1977 along the lines of the
CCC. From 1978 to 1980, YACC enrolless completed a number of minor im-
provament projects at Walcott Park, including the construction of an opon-air
picaic shslter in the Old Park’s north parking area in 1978.°

The YACC picuic shelter rests on a concrste slab, measuring about 80 leet
east-west by 20 {eat north-south. The shelter fisel{ is roughly 20 {ee! squars,
with & wood-shingle-clad, hipped roof supported on wood posts, forr to a sida.
Within the shelter is a massive, rectangular-plan, rubble, lava-rock fireplace
with barbecue grates on the north and south sides. Rising from the fireplace is
a broad, rectangular chimney that pfeces the ridge of the rool.

On the south and east, the picnic shelter overlooks a rubble, lava-rock retaining
wall, approximately 150 {eat in length and thras fest in height.® The wall has
a slight batter, reminiscent of sionawork built by the CCC lor parking areas in
the vicinity of the New Park. The individual stones, howaver, are laid in rela-
tively recent mortar, suggesting that the CCC's original retalning walls at the
site were extensively reworked during the picnic sheltar’s construction.

Batween 1938 and 1841, the COC axpanded the recreational area at Walcott
Park by {illing and leveling land {or new picnic areas located along the shore
to the north and south of a small peninsula, which was being daveloped dusing
this same perlod as a headquarters compound Jor the Minidoka National Wild.
lile Refuge.* To provide vehicular access o the "New Park,” as it was called,

“Sec HAZBS Pheios {D.103.27 and 28,
®Ses HASS Photes 1D.103.27 azd 28,

*Sea HABS Photos ID-163:22 through 86 for views of the New Patk urea.
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¢ Although obscursd by brush, the stone-walled irrigation ditch still survives. It i|

i

Walcott Park %
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The Jane has douhle-battered walls, which are about two feet thick at the road- H
way level and one-foot-thick at the parapat.* According to a photograph of the II
wal] under consiruction, the CCC masans achieved a wniform slope on both !

sides of the wall by using freestanding, A-lrame batter boards.” The parapet _ | .

course consists of well-worked, oblong, lava-rock blocks, approximately ten in- NI
ches by lour inches by four inches.* The blocks are martared in place in pairs, i

longitudinally, side-by-side, with the outer edges tilted slightly upward in a “V*. B

Below the parapet, the walls ara mortarad, randomly laid stone, with individual
pieces measuring about six to nine inches in diameter in the plane of the wall. i
Mortar joints are one to bwo inches wide. With its double batler and ornamen- H
tal parapst, the stone-walled lane represents Walcott Park's most clegant ex- -
pression of the CCC rustic assthatic. ]

Compared to the Old Park, the Naw Park is lightly wooded: a fsw solitary, ma-
ture cottonwoods shade the picnic Jawns, while a variely of younger deciduous 15

growth fringes the shoreline. The area’s verdure, however, s in sherp contrast Tl
with the sagebrush desert that encroaches from the north and northwest, From

1940 to 1942, the CCC constructed an irrigation system for the New Park that .
drew water from a lakeshore pump installed in a cove just to the north of the x
Wildlife Refuge Headquarters.® Tha pump boosted water into a stone-walled. - |k
ditch; located about 300 feet east, on the wast side of the Iakeshore drive.
Running northwesterly for approximately 250 lest, the ditch gravity {ed an
uniined lateral Jooping northeast to irrigate the new lakeshore picnic areas.’

is approximately 23 fact desp, with vertical, rubbla, lava-rock walls. Although't
the stonework was originally dry laid, patches of tha wall have been mortarsd :
to increase stability, The botiom of the ditch is earthen and measures about i
2% feel in width. In addition to watering the New Park, tha CCC irrigation !' ; 1
system also served portions of the Old Park. Water was diverted southward to/
this area by means of an underground concrate pipe connected to a concrete’ -

turnout at the head, or south end, of the stone-walled irrigation ditch.’ e

“See HABS Photes ID-103-22 through 25.
“5es HAZS Fhota No. ID-103.132.

*Sea HAES Prolo ID-103-29.

YSee HARE Photo 1D-10343,

*See HABS Fhota [D.103-44.

‘See HASS Photo ID-103-45.
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either been developed by private individuals or state and municipal agencies.
Some had no public Jacilities at all, but were receiving public use naverthe-
less. Walcott Park was one of the lew sites developed by Reclamation jtself.!*

Despite Reclamatlion’s willingness to promete its "pleasire resorts® from time to
time, the agency did not consider recreation to be one of its responsibilities.
As delined by the Reclamation Act of 1902, Reciamalion saw itself as a single-
purpose agency: ite mission was to provide waler for irrigation. Recreational
development, although widely demandad, was outside its jurisdiction. That
Walcolt Park existed at all was strictly fortuitous~the result of geographic cir-
cumstance and local good will. Originally the park had been developed as a
small garden for the government housing camp at the dam. The decision to
maintain it and enlazge it for public use was made independently by Minidoka
Projact officials, and did not reflect an official Reclamation policy to develop
recreational resources.

This situation was to change dramatically in the 1930s,: In the last half of the
decade, New Deal legislation suddenly provided Reclamation with the man-
powe: and funding to develop recreational facilities. Walcott Parck, in need of
expansion since the 1920s, became a target jor improvement. Even more sig-
nificantly, Reclamation re-examined its list of pricrities by the end of the dec-
ade. Responding to public demand, New Deal philosophias, and an emerging
doctrine of “mixed use," the agency eventually added recreational develop-
ment to ils list of responsibilities.

5 1935-1942;: WALCOTT PARK AND THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

More than any other period, the years from 1935 to 1942 had a proiound af-
fect on the appearance of Walcott Park. Other than a few random improve-
ments, the park had remained relativaly unchanged since the 1910s, With the
advent of the New Deal, however, the park underwent a major and systematic
transformation within only a few years, The agent of this metamorphosiz was
the Civilian Consarvation Corps [CCCI.

The CCC was in the vanguard of New Deal reliel programs established by
Président Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Created on March 31, 1933, and reot-
ganized in 1937, the CCC was responsible for employing men hetween the
ages of 17 and 23. The youths ware to pesiorm conservation work, often on
lederal land, serving lor six-month "enrollment pericds.® Each state was al-
lowad to enroll ona youth for svery 400 residants. After 1937 the lotal number
of enrollees was limited to 315,000 and sarvice restrictad to two years.''s
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This turnover was typical of most CCC camps, and BR-27 generally recaived a
new conlingant of men, as wall as a new commanding officer, at least once a
year. BR-27 continued to draw enrolleas from the Fifth Corps area, as well as
the Second Corps area, which included New York and New Jersey, A small
number of lacal men, usnally no more than ten at a time, also served at BH-27
during each enrollmant period.'=

. 589 plon ot C.CC. Coma, arcaried hom citwing By Brtesu of Jnciamation, Febagy 448,

Although the commanding officer was responsible {or the care of the men and
the maintenance of the camp, he had little authority over the work performed
by the enrolises, On the Minidoka Project, as on other Reclamation irzigation
projects, the reigning Projact Manager drew up the CCC work plan as part of
his general duties, and a camp superintendent and loremen, assigned by the
CCC, supervised the men at wark. At BR-27, Louis Petzo]dt served as camp
superintendent from 1936 until the camp closed in 1941, assuring a conlinuity
of authority despite lhe zoutine turnover of camp commanders.

Darlington, the Minidoka Project Manager, submftted his first work program for
BR-27 in March 1935, outlining 15 projects ranging from the “Imprevement of
the sewar system {or public recreational grounds at Minidoka Dam" to “hauling
rock and riptapping laleral banks in Burley Irrigation District.” Riprapping
and other canal improvements eventually proved to ba the CCC's main task on
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the Minidoka Projecl.* According lo written estimates, the envolless of the two
camps periormed over 400,000 man-days of labor, at least 82 percent of which
was spent working on the canals. Park improvements were also 2 high priority.
From the opening of BR-27 to the tima the last camp closed on the Minidoka
Project, the CCC devoted over 100,000 man-days, or 25 percent of its lotal
time, to Jandscaping and making other improvements in Walcott Park.!®?

The remainder of the CCC's time on the Minidoke Project was spent on various
small projects (e.g., axcavating an access road to the lower level of the power-
house). The CCC also undertook a modest work program fer the U.S, Biologi-
cal Survey, an agency within the Department of Agriculture. With Reclama-
tion's approval, the Biological Survey used CCC labor to improva the Minidoka
Wildlife Refuge. This work included lencing parts of the refuge, creating feed.
ing and nesting areas for migratory birds, and huilding a headquarters for
reluge pursonnel. Located adjacent to Walcoit Park, this headquarters be.
came, for all practical purposes, part of the park landscape.

CCC enrollment dropped after 1937, as the nation’s economic outlook began
to improve. Sensing the program was no longer needed, Congress raduced the
CCC's budgat after 1938 and began discussing disbanding the agency. Due
to budget reductions and ensollment shortages, Reclametion closed Camp Min-
idoka in July 1941. BR.56, located in Paul, remained in operation until May
1942, closing only a few months belore the end ol the CCC program. The
Minidoka Project Manager chose to close BR-27 before the camp at Paul spect-
fically because of its proximity to the Reclamation housing camp and Waleoti
Park, although thess facilities had originally bsen key reasons lor opening the
camp in that location. A&s the Project Manager explained, the CCC’s improve-
ments to the park no longer made the site snitahle for an enroilee camp:

Dischorge from [BR-27's) sewage system emptles info the loke of several poinfs where
recraationists ot the park desire fo swim... The enmileas inlerfare with the pleasurs
and privacy of residents and recregtioniss of that ploce and ighote the resirictions
regasding fraams in the garne refuge and on the dam. The presencs aof tha buiid-
Ings and activities of the camp are o hindrancs 1o the paik developmend,'*

Reclamation and the Army demolished most of the BR-27 buildings soon after
the camp's closure. The Army originally wanted to preserve the structures, but
during World War 1l Reclamation was concerned that they represented a secws-
ity risk to the powsr plant by providing potential cover {or saboteurs.!** The
CCC's work in Walcott Park was among its most significant accomplishments
on the Minldoka Project, The fcllowing sections will examine this undertaking
in greatar datail, beginning with Reclamation's plans to improve the park.

*Sce HARS Photos 1D-103.103 through 106 far wiews of COC conal construction.




