MEMO TO FILE: 94-9209

12/17/2014

STEVE CLELLAND

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 This is to document claimant contacts associated with this claim.

11/21/14  at 3:50 pm I spoke with Leoda Watts Newell at 208.753.1713. She could not hear me well enough to answer questions so she gave me her son’s number.
I called Joseph Watts, who signed the claim with POA, at the number 208.215.4929.  He referred me to his wife Sandy at their home number 208.667.7874. I requested better maps of sketches of the POD’s and homes and mining sites. I also requested proof of priority for the mining use as claimed.  I gave her my email address and phone so they could submit additional information. We agreed to talk the following week.

11/26/2014 They called back at 2 pm.
In our discussions of the water use the said the only mining use is from the same spring line that serves the 2 houses. The 2nd home is for a trailer that is not currently there; but the site is tapped in for service.  Use of the unnamed stream has not been in use since 1960’s. At one time there was a small dam but it is not used.  They said the sketch in the statutory claim file is accurate as given. They are going to send me an affidavit for the proof of mining use; to date that has not been received.

Recommendation:  it sounds like the mining use, if it occurs, is done with water from the home’s spring line and could be viewed as part of a domestic use associated with the home. No proof of priority is given so that use will not be recommended.
