State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Western Region, 2735 Airport Way, Boise, Idaho 83705-5082 - (208) 334-2190
FAX (208) 334-2348

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
Governor

KARL J. DREHER
February 17, 2004 Director

TOM GROSSEN

NORMA R GROSSEN

PO BOX 72

INDIAN VALLEY ID 83632-0072

Re: Notice of Claim to a Water Right No. 67-96A, 67-101 & 67-435
Dear Claimant(s):

Enclosed is a copy of the above referenced claim(s), which reflect the change in ownership of the
land and appurtenant water rights, covered under the original filing.

Please note that the enclosed Notice of Claim to a Water Right is not a final determination of your
water right. This claim was filed during claims taking in the Snake River Basin Adjudication
(SRBA) and has not yet been verified by this Department. Water rights are established and
maintained by beneficial use of water for the uses designated on this claim form dating back to
the priority date listed. This claim will be investigated, verified and recommended to the SRBA
Court for court decree sometime in the near future. You will be notified prior to the beginning of
any verification of this water right.

If you have any questions concerning the enclosed claim, please feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

Denise Buffington
Office Specialist 1
Adjudication Section
Western Region Office

DB: db

Enclosure



MEMORANDUM

DATE: 7/27/2002

FROM: Lori Graves %

TO: Fall Creek SRBA Claim Files

RE: Source and Diversion Clarification

Fall Creek is actually tributary to the Weiser River drainage but has been historically
diverted and decreed to lands in the Little Weiser River drainage.

The original ditch was built in 1883 and is still in use. A second ditch was attempted in
the early 1900’s but failed.

Bob Whitman once owned the majority of land that Fall Creek water is decreed to. He
hired Bill Thomas many years ago to clean, maintain and regulate the original Fall Creek
diversion dam and ditch. At 77 years old, Bill is still at it. On 7/25/02 Bill agreed to
show Mike Bishop and myself the Fall Creek diversion and ditch site. From Bill’s house,
we drove up N Fk Grays Creek to the end of the road in the NESE S35 T15N R1EW.
This is the beginning of N Fk Grays Creek and the end of the original man-made ditch
used to divert Fall Creek water. From there, we hiked up the man-made ditch to the
actual P/D, which consisted of a 4’ rock dam used to block the water from flowing
naturally into the Weiser River drainage. Instead, the water is diverted into the Little
Weiser River drainage via the man-made ditch and N Fk Grays Creek.

The location of the P/D (beginning of the ditch) and end of the ditch were captured with a
Garmen GPS unit and downloaded onto the King Hill Creek Topo map (T-58). Based on
the GPS results, the actual source should be described as an unnamed stream tributary to
Fall Creek. The unnamed stream is diverted into the ditch in the SWSWNW S36 T15N
RI1E. The ditch flows into the drainage for N Fk Grays Creek in the NESE S35 T15N

R1E. Mystery solved.
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State of Idaho
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Western Region, 2735 Airport Way, Boise, Idaho 83705-5082 - (208) 334-2190
FAX (208) 334-2348

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
Governor

January 7, 2003 KARL J. DREHER
Director

EDWARD T "BUZZ" BOTT
CAROL ANN SINDEN
2320 HARMONY HTS RD
OROFINO ID 83544

Re: Nofice of Claim to a Water Right No. 67-96A, 67-101, 67-102A, 67-433A & 67-435
Dear Claimant(s):

Enclosed is a copy of the above referenced claim(s), which reflects the change in
ownership of the land and appurtenant water rights, covered under the original filing.

Please note that the enclosed Notice of Claim to a Water Right is not a determination of
your water right. This claim was filed during claims taking in the Snake River Basin
Adjudication (SRBA) and has not yet been verified by this Department. Water rights are
established and maintained by beneficial use of water for the uses designated on this
claim form dating back to the priority date listed. This claim will be investigated, verified
and recommended to the SRBA Court for court decree sometime in the near future. You
will be nofified prior to the beginning of any verification of this water right.

In addition, please note that this ownership change information has also been sent to our
State office for processing of water right number 67-10800, as it has already been
decreed by the SRBA Court.

Thank you again for your patience and cooperation, as we have had several water right
changes to process. If you have any questions concerning the enclosed claim(s), please
feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

% \ | /
bwt/&@ H aj(bw(c(/

Denise Hatfield

Office Specidilist 1

Adjudication Section

Western Region Office

DH: dh

Enclosure
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State of Idaho

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

1301 North Orchard Street, P.O. Box 83720, Boise, Idaho 83720-0098
Phone: (208) 327-7900 FAX: (208) 327-7866

DIRK K :
July 6, 2001 GOVERNOR E
HOMER BOTT KARL J. DREHER
STELLA BOTT 9’/5—’- 0 I ﬂ%ﬁw , DIRECTOR
2320 HARMONY HTS NP

OROFINO ID 83544-9606

RE: Snake River Basin Adjudication (SRBA)
Water Rights #67-96A, 67-101, ? -102A, 67-433A, 67-435, 67-10800
’]/
Dear Water Right Holders:

Mail sent to you by the SRBA Court was returned to the SRBA Court by the
Postal Service. We received the returned mail on July 2. The Postal Service advised
us your address has changed to the above address. We have enclosed the returned
mail.

Although we have reached you at the address above, we need your written
confirmation this is your correct mailing address before we can change our records.

Please sign your name at the bottom of this letter and return it to this office.
Make corrections to your name and addrg necessary before tetyrning this letter, list
any other water rights you have, and his letter by w 001. Thank you
for your help.

If your mail delivery address changes in any form, please contact us in
writing so we can update our records. Be sure to list your water right numbers.

If there has been a change in ownership of the property connected with the water
rights referenced above, please call this office toll-free at 1/800-451-4129 to obtain a
form to make this required change to the water right records.

Fy
ally Shermén
Technical Records Specialist
Adjudication Bureau
SS:region
Enclosure:
Returned Mail

R

The address is correct as shown above or as otherwise changed.

Water Right Holder’'s Signature Telephone No.
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L IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
OF THE STATE OF IDAHO IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

) Notice of Filing Director's Report and Supplemental
Director's Report Part Il & lll, United States' and Tribal

In Re Snake River Bas_i”g‘f‘\

No. 39576 o~ P W ) X :
S - R Non-consumptive Claims.
"\'-)\.x_ | "‘.r_ ""x)- oh i
TO: ALL CLAIMANTS OF RIGHTS TO THelpg TER IN THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED OF THE FOLLOWING: 966’
THE DIRECTOR'S REPORT PART 1 & lil FOh THE UI&L_‘EDéTATES' ND TRIBAL NON-CONSUMPTIVE CLAIMS HAS BEEN FILED WITH
THE DISTRICT COURT. A SUPPLEMENTAL DIREC]“ 'S REPORT £ART Il & lll HAS ALSO BEEN FILED WITH THE DISTRICT COURT.
THIS NOTICE CONTAINS IMPORTANT INFORMATI ABOUT}T DIRECTOR'S REPORTS, AND DEADLINES AND FURTHER PRO-

CEEDINGS ON THESE WATER RIGHT CLAIMS.» :‘Z’ M q‘ﬁ""

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING YOUR WATER RIGHT

THIS CONTAINS YOUR LEGAL NOTICE OF THE DIRECTOR'S REPORTS OF U.S. AND
TRIBAL NON-CONSUMPTIVE CLAIMS IN THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN ADJUDICATION
THESE CLAIMS COULD AFFECT YOUR WATER RIGHT

42815
idaho Department of water Resources Presorted
First Class Mail

Statehouse Mail
Boise, Idaho 83720

U.S. Postage Paid

Boise, Idaho
Permit No. 1
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Memo to file regarding 67-96 A
Dan Narsavage
01 June 2005

Hello File,

In a telephone conversation this afternoon with Roger Meyer, I discerned that, despite his
note included with the field exam about water being taken out of Fall Creek and brought
down N. Grays Creek to this POD, no Fall Creek water is used on this land.

Here is what I gleaned from today’s phone conversation: Roger learned from Tom
Grossen (previous water right owner) that this never happened. Local history has it that,
in or around 1907, Cornett and others attempted to construct a ditch that would convey
water from somewhere on Fall Creek into the North Fork of Grays Creek. From the
North Fork of Grays Creek, the water would be rediverted via the Woods Comett Ditch
(aka Northside ditch, aka Stewart Ditch) onto T15N R1W Sec35 and surrounding area.
These people recorded a document [somewhere] saying as much. During construction, it
was discovered that the ditch would have to run across fractured and/or vesicular basalt
(rock that’s full of holes and able to take in a large amount of water). At this point, the
ditch was abandoned because it could not be sealed.

In the Muir v Alison decree, Roger said, the court in many cases simply decreed what
was previously recorded when no other information was readily available. The existing
record of the aforementioned abandoned ditch was presumably never updated, and so the
abandoned ditch was included in the decree erroneously.

In reality, water has been diverted from the North Fork of Grays Creek via the Woods
Cornett Ditch when it has been available since the construction of the Woods Cornett
ditch. As of June 30, 2005, water is currently being diverted today due to recent rainfall.
However in a normal year, the North Fork of Grays Creek is dry after the spring
snowmelt, so in practice these rights are of little value.

The available evidence indicates that the right as described in the Muir vs Alison decree
never existed. There is, however, evidence of beneficial use from North Grays Creek for
flood water on the claimed POU dating back into the decree.

Sincerely,

Dan Narsavage



IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Contacts Data Entry Form

Claim Number: 67-96A

Owner Type Full Name Address City State Zip Phone

Original Owner STELLABOTT 964 GRAYS CREEK INDIAN VALLEY ID 83632 (208)256-4454
RD

Original Owner EDWARD T BUZZ BOTT 2320 HARMONY HTS  OROFINO ID 83544 (208)476-3970
RD

Current Owner TOM GROSSEN PO BOX 72 INDIAN VALLEY ID 83632 (208)256-4419

Original Owner JOHN CORNETT ID

Original Owner HOMER BOTT 964 GRAYS CREEK INDIAN VALLEY ID 83632 (208)256-4454
RD

Original Owner CAROL ANN SINDEN 2320 HARMONY HTS  OROFINO ID 83544 (208)476-3970
RD

Current Owner NORMA R GROSSEN PO BOX 72 INDIAN VALLEY ID 83632-007 (208)256-4419

2

Date of Field Exam: 44 =5 L?" 0/5— Time: '/3 0 a
Accompanied By: 2 25 ( ! E Phone Number: &5 va .ZS-Q’ - 6/"// ?

Relationship to Claimant: .Q&_?LM_&L_W e E .

Directions to Property (if different from above) and/or update owner information:

MMM- Pee fém drasSe//
IhaeiiN 132am

) L

Riehaed, OB. F7870

SHl- §983-65 70

Reviewer: ’A) Date: ({O_ "2 7" o5 2



IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Priority Date Data Entry Form
Claim Number 67-96A

Claimed Priority Date: 12/30/1907 Claimed Basis: Decreed
__ Use Claimed Priority Date and Basis as Recommended Priority Date and Basis
Water Right Priority Date: Water Right Basis:

Recommended Priority Date ___ ____ Recommended Basis

Document the evidence submitted/reviewed for the priority date claimed, include your analysis of the evidence:

Despoed

Point of Diversion and Source Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-96A

Claimed Point of Diversion and Source
T15N RO1W S25 SENE Within ADAMS County Source: GRAYS CREEK GRAYS CREEK

__ Use Claimed POD and Source as Recommended POD and Source

Water Right Point of Diversion and Source

Recommended Point of Diversion and Source
Source Information

Source Tributary To

r 51?041/46 /jfg&k

P | 7~ o
Reviewew LUs— Date: é ~/ 2 = 0-5§




IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Rge Sec Govlot QQQofQQofQ County Source
jé‘zzﬁ@_mfo_s_ziu) | ﬁ/agé&_&gys_&&@
2318 /5" ‘f

# O 60- 10D un Named Strasmh # Aoo /6767 97 70485
&0 70 MM%M&M&& Jrle R

3 /7838
Bot12 23 PoD N-Fork érnys Rec|< /2¢D P Fop Gmys % 7—:«—}: 3«7‘ 20302
Other rights from this POD? ]/ gﬁ
23,0240
Document how the POD and Source were vefified: &' A S $e¥ b LI ? 24 ’*I z

Reviewer; Vu/ Date: A 2 2 - 05—4



IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Place Of Use Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-96A

Claimed Place Of Use
T15N RO1W S35 NESW 40.0

Total Acres 40

/se Claimed POU as Recommended POU

Water Right Place Of Use
Recommended Place of Use See corrections to claimed POU above
Twp Rge Sec QQ Q County Lot Num Acres Purpose of Use

| | IS%-'W e | |

Total Acres

Document how the POU was verified:

Reviewer: Ceer’ Date: é 72 '0_5‘



IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Purpose of Use Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-96A
Claimed Purpose of Use
Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit
RRIGATION
Use Claimed Purpose of Use as Recommended Purpose of Use
Water Right Purpose of Use
Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit
Recommended Purpose of Use
Water Use Number of Homes Number of Stock Acre Limit Number of Other

Document how the Purpose of Use was verified:

Reviewer; "éj Date: é -72 "0—6‘/



IDWR Field Exam Form 06/14/2005

Period of Use and Quantity Data Entry Form

Claim Number 67-96A

Claimed Period of Use and Diversion Rate
Water Use Start End Rate Volume
IGATION 3/15 11115 0.58

Overgfl Diversion Rate  0.58 Overall Diversion Volume

Use Claimed Period of Use and Quantity as Recommended Period of Use and Quantity
Water Right Period of Use and Diversion Rate

Water Use Start End Rate Volume
Overall Diversion Rate Overall Diversion Volume

Recommended Period of Use and Diversion Rate
Water Use Start End Rate Volume

\‘a_) sp—
Reviewer: Date: {2 Z Z' &ZS



This is a transcribed copy of the hand written letter from Robert Whiteman to
IDWR on 7-6-2002.

To whom it may concern
Idaho Water Resources

This is to state from first hand knowledge the way the Fall Cr./Grays Cr.
Water had always been handled.

My wife and I owned the Sam Woods, Bill Woods and Jacob Cornett places all
allocated water from Fall Cr. dated 1883 June or July.

These places had been acquired by purchase by my in-laws- Ross and Elsie
Cornett and all became part of their place.

My wife acquired this upon the death of her parents.

We subsequently purchased the Ware place owned at that time by Harold
Westfall.

The prior right of July 1883 was owned by Jacob Cornett and is presently
owned by my wife and this was retained when we sold the bulk of the place to Gene
Fisher of Jordan Valley, Ore.

Following the original filing by the above named parties several others made
claim to the Fall Creek water. These claims are now part of what has precipitated
the current trouble.

The George Ware filing was for Grays Cr. Water ( N. fork) the others were on
Fall cr.

An accompanying map will explain in better detail.

The diversion from Fall Cr. Was by a short ditch from a minor tributary of
Fall Cr. This merged with Grays Cr. after about a mile - the actual ditch of
diversion is only app. 100 yds and only dumps water from Fall Cr side to Gray CR.

At some time Homer Bott started cutting our ditch for stock water and on a
later filing claimed it was from the Bill Woods claim.

T know for a fact that my in-laws nor I never consented to this theft and it
was contested both by them and me for many years. This is the water currently
claimed by the Holmes Bros. This so called right by Bott is completely fraudulent.

Regarding the claim by the Grays Cr. Ranch they assert that the Fall Cr.
Water they claim is from a later filing. Now this may have been legitimate had the
ditch carrying the water ever been constructed. It never was. There was an
attempt in fact two, to build it but it lacked % mile to divert the Fall Cr to Grays
Cr. A rocky ridge made the ditch impossible to carry water. The original ditch
went about $ mile and a later construction effort extended only 100+ yds before
they realized the terrain made finishing it impossible or futile.



There was and is a world of water where they tried to start. Many times
more than the upper site.
The current situation is as follows-

1) The Homer Bott right was fraudulently acquired ( how I don't know) from
the Bill Woods right.

2) The right of Grays Cr ranch is based on a diversion that never existed as
the map explains. If they wish to complete the ditch neither I nor the current
right holder would object and they would have a lot of water rather than robbing
us of the small amount that is currently diverted.

Yours Truly

R. Whiteman
The reason Bott wanted the water is because the ditch ran across a corner of

his property- he allegedly needs it for stock water but that does not make it a
legal right.
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INDIAN VALLEY
WATER DISTRICT

67A
Roger Meyer
3035 Cemetery Rd.
Cambridge, Idaho 83610
Phone (208) 257-3418
Cell (208) 741-0859

E-mail rjmeyer@ctcweb.net June 25, 2005

The unnamed stream is part of Fall Creek head waters that feeds into North Grays
Creek. At TIBNOIE3SNESE and TIBNO1E36NWSW and approximately 100 feet
due East of section corner marker 35-36. POD #A0016767 is a dam that
completely blocks the unnamed stream sending all water down a manmade ditch to
injection point (#A0016768) at the crest of the ridge that drops the water over
the ridge into the North Grays Creek Drainage system. At POD #A0016769 water
is diverted into North Grays Creek Ditch (Woods Cornet ditch, North side ditch
and the Stewart Ditch. Take your pick the POD is #A0016769) It is approximately
200 yards due East of Grays Creek Ranch house. The ditch runs just north of the
Grays Creek Ranch house.

Roger Meyer
Water Master



#A0016768 injection into N. F. Grays Crk.JPG
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end of manmade ditch drop off

into N. Grays Crk drainage



e et ik o

JPG

Grays Creek POD

F

#A0016769 N

Grays Creek

Grays Crk POD for N

N



JPG

|
~ #A0016767 Unnamed stm fall Crk POD

I

Unnamed stream that feeds Fall Creek



